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Mayoral  Report 
Hello again, it appears the wet and cold weather is determined to 

hang around a bit longer but I must say it didnôt dampen the 

enthusiasm of Yerong Creek community who turned out in large 

numbers to commemorate Victory in the Pacific Day on 15 August. 

The event commemorated those who served in World War 2 along 

with a dedication of plaques honouring those who paid the ultimate 

sacrifice. 

The march was led by the Kapooka Army Band along with the 

Catafalque Party and Bugler and the keynote address was given by 

Group Captain Jeff Howard of RAAF Wagga Wagga. Local 

members Michael McCormack and Dr Joe McGirr were also in 

attendance along with descendants and relatives of the fallen. It was a magnificent day 

and Yerong Creek Anzac Committee should be commended for the time and effort that 

went in to make the day an outstanding success. Special thanks also to Inland Rail and 

the NSW Government for their sponsorship and to staff from Council whose assistance 

was greatly appreciated.  

On Monday 1 August the GM and I met with representatives of Transgrid for an update 

on Project Energy Connect. They advised that early works will commence in mid to late 

August on the eastern section of the project. They also advised that a company named 

Voconiq will be conducting a longitudinal survey to measure community sentiment 

about the project. 

On the 4/5 August the GM and I attended the Country Mayors Association meeting in 

Sydney, highlights included an address by the national Commissioner for Rural 

Education, NSW Minister for Skills and Training along with his Opposition counterpart. 

There was also an address from NBN who have big plans to improve connectivity 

throughout the state including $750m to extend the range of fixed wireless towers and 

extending the services of Sky Muster plus. The NSW government is also allocating 

$70m to address health worker accommodation. 

Council also considered projects for Round 5 of Stronger Country Communities 

Funding (SCCF) and reallocation of funding from Local Government and Community 

Infrastructure Fund. An additional $50,000 has been allocated to Yerong Creek for 

improvements to Stanley Galvin Park and completion of watering system at the Cricket 

Ground. SCCF funds were allocated to the proposed Community Centre at The Rock, 

Brookong Creek Master Plan, Pleasant Hills tennis courts and new decorative lighting 

for Lockhart, Yerong Creek and The Rock. 

Until next time. 

Cheers 

Greg 
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Project EnergyConnect 

EnergyConnect is a Transgrid project involving the construction of an above ground 
transmission line between Robertstown in South Australia and Wagga Wagga in NSW.  

Transgrid has advised that the contractor, SecureEnergy JV, will be commencing early 
works in mid to late August on its new 700km electricity transmission line on the NSW-
Eastern section of the project alignment.  

These activities will affect the local government areas of Wentworth, Balranald, Edward 
River, Federation, Hay, Lockhart, Murray River, Murrumbidgee and Wagga Wagga. These 
works are expected to be completed by mid-2023, weather permitting with most works 
being undertaken on private landowner properties.  

A longitudinal survey measuring community sentiment about Project EnergyConnect and 
Transgrid more broadly referred to as ñLocal Voicesò is being conducted by Voconiq.  

The survey commenced in the Mildura area in early August and will continue across Local 
Government Areas (LGA) along the alignment for the remainder of August and then at 6 
month intervals for at least the next 2 years. 

Landowners and other stakeholders who have registered to receive Transgridôs Newsletters 
will be contacted directly but anyone interested can participate.  

If you have not already subscribed to Transgridôs newsletter to get the latest project 
updates, you can do so at the following link: https://www.transgrid.com.au/project-forms/
energyconnect-updates 

Inland Rail ï Albury to Illabo EIS 

The Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) is seeking approval from the NSW 
Government to construct and operate the Albury to Illabo section of Inland Rail. The Inland 
Rail project proposes the construction of new railway lines and the upgrade or 
enhancement of existing railway lines to accommodate double stacked freight trains running 
between Melbourne and Brisbane. 

The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposal is on public exhibition for a 
period of 28 days from 17 August 2022. Submissions are to be made directly to the NSW 
Department of Planning and Environment. To view the application or make a submission 
visit: www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/37971  

2021 Census 

Information regarding the 2021 Census has been publicly released by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics (ABS). There will be more staged releases of Census information by the 
ABS in the coming months. 

The Shireôs estimated population as recorded in the 2016 Census was 3,119. The 2021 
Census figure of 3,319 represents a 6.41% for the five year Census period or an annual 
average population growth of 1.28%. 

Notably the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) has released its 
population projections and has forecast that Lockhart Shireôs population will grow to 
approximately 4,500 by 2041 representing an average annual population growth of over 
1.5%. 

Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations 

Council has resolved to apply for grant funding to install EV chargers at Lockhart, The Rock 
and Yerong Creek. Under the funding guidelines the chargers will have to be installed off-
street which limits the number of locations that meet the funding criteria. The sites must also 
be specific types such as a caravan park, landmark or recreation ground. Benefits of EV 

http://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/37971
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chargers include attracting new visitors to the shire and increasing the length of time visitors 
spend in the area. All chargers will be dual servicing i.e. two cars can charge at the same 
time.  

Round 5 Stronger Country Communities Fund ï Grant Program 

Community organisations are advised that the NSW Government has announced a fifth 
round of funding under the Stronger Country Communities Fund.  

The funding available under Round 5 for projects in the Lockhart Shire Local Government 
Area is $1,252,640. Of this amount $861,190 is available to Council as the applicant with 
the balance of the allocation open only to eligible community organisations i.e. community 
organisations registered as incorporated associations and not-for-profit community 
organisations registered as public companies. 

Further information including program guidelines can be found at www.nsw.gov.au/SCCFr5 

The closing date for applications is 23 September 2023 

Works: 

Floods November 2021 and January 2022: Emergency works for the November 2021 flood 
event is completed with emergency works for the January 2022 flood event nearing 
completion.  

Prichard Place: Minor drainage works will be carried out when weather permits to complete 
the project. 

Lockhart Kywong Rd ï 1.25km North of Slocums Ln: three structures now completed.  
Minor roadworks will take place to complete the project, as weather permits. 

Mittagong Yerong Creek Road: Funding secured through the Fixing Local Roads program 
to increase the capacity of two culverts and add additional width on Mittagong Yerong 
Creek Road with construction scheduled to commence in August 2022, weather permitting. 

Unsealed road maintenance of shire gravel roads has been conducted on: Illetts Lane, 
Benders Lane, Clancys Lane, Dan Gleesons Lane, Doigs Lane, Erinvale Road, Forcks 
Lane, Klemkes Road, Jones Lane, Lieschkes Lane, Mount Ulva Road, Pietches Road, 
Stoney Park Road, Wallendoon Access Road, Munyabla Boundary Road, Ryan Stock 
Route, Ryan Lane, Spurrells Road and Wetmores Lane.  

Gravel resheets have been conducted on, Soldier Settlement Road, Ryan Lane and 
Wetmores Lane. 

The removal of vegetation on local rural roads has been conducted on County Boundary 
Road and Osborne Yerong Creek Road. 

The bitumen crew have been kept busy with an increase of pavement failures due to the 
weather. Routine maintenance has continued on our Local and Regional Roads. 

Parks and Gardens: 

Ave of Honour, The Rock ï Kurrajong 

Council has sourced advanced Kurrajong specimens for planting where trees were 
previously removed. Some planting has commenced where possible, a mini digger will be 
sought to excavate further holes and remove old roots. 

Removal of dead trees, pruning of trees suffering from severe dieback, and removal of dead 
limbs has mostly been completed. The crown has been removed from dead trees, removal 
of trunks and stump grinding will be scheduled as resources become available. It is hoped 
that the pruning of the trees with dieback will help encourage new growth and prolong their 
lifespan, giving new trees time to establish before too many of the older trees succumb. 

http://www.nsw.gov.au/SCCFr5
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The Rock Recreation Ground 

The over mature peppercorn trees were recently removed as part of the boundary track 
upgrade. Eucalyptus eximia nana, dwarf yellow bloodwood have been planted thanks to a 
donation from The Rock Touch Football Association. 

Lockhart Caravan Park Entrance, Green Street 

Replacement of the old granite path with paving has commenced.  Refurbishment will also 
include replacement of pebble surface with pea granite and the extension of the existing 
garden bed. 

This area is already the home of the annual winner of Spirit of the Land sculpture and will 
also become the permanent home of the óSpirit of the Landô Frame Sculpture, kindly 
donated by its creator David Fenwick of Weathered Garden Art, Mangoplah. The frame was 
very popular at the 2019 Spirit of the Land Festival with many visitors posing for photos 
behind it, its permanent inclusion in this position will allow visitors to take photos of 
themselves with the caravan park and creek backdrop throughout the year and can also be 
used during the festival. 

Parks and Gardens 

Along with the ongoing garden maintenance of regular weeding, spraying, pruning, 
deadheading, and mulching, the Shireôs roses have also been pruned, fertilised and 
mulched. 

Walter Day Park is also looking very open at the moment due to some hard pruning of 
some very leggy bottlebrush and melaleuca. These species should take the hard pruning 
well and recover quickly with fresh new shrubby growth to fill out the gardens. 

Weed Control 

Weed control by mechanical and chemical methods are undertaken regularly in urban 
areas. Pesticides commonly used are Glyphosate and Dicamba. Signage will be placed at 
property entrance when spraying is in progress. 

Freehand herbicide has been trialled in several lawn situations to test its ability to suppress 
the germination of khaki weed and Caltrop (bindii/cathead) seed. Freehand is for pre-
emergent weed control of annual grasses, susceptible sedge species and many small-
seeded broadleaf weeds in ornamental landscape and warm season turf situations. The trial 
appears to have been quite successful; use will be extended next season. 

Mowing and Slashing 

Growth has slowed significantly; slashing in towns and villages is still being conducted as 
required. Many roadsides are quite saturated; it will be difficult to get machines on these 
areas for the foreseeable future.  

Growth of irrigated lawns is being monitored and mowed as required. 

Trees 

Replacement trees have been planted on Prichard Place. 

The tree maintenance program has continued. Councilôs priority has been high risk, dead, 
dying, or damaged trees. The bulk of these have been completed and the usual under 
pruning of street trees has commenced. 

Watering of any trees planted in the last two years has ceased due to regular rain, cooler 
temperatures, and dormancy of many species. 

Lockhart Shires Street Tree Policy 2.44 states: óCouncil is responsible for the planting and 
maintenance of street trees, including the selection of species, regular health, and safety 
checks, pruning, and removal and replanting requirements. 
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Issues presented by residents regarding street trees, including species selection, 
maintenance and/or removal should be made in writing and addressed to the General 
Manager. Such issues will be resolved based on financial and time restraints. 

Biosecurity 

Control Program 

Priority has been given to the control of Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides) and 
Horehound (Marrubium vulgare) on roadside reserves and Council managed land.  

Henty Machinery Field Days 

The Henty Machinery Field Days are scheduled for the 20 to 22 September. Councilôs 
Environmental Officer will represent the Riverina WAP (Weeds Action Program) in the 
óWeeds Shedô. This is a great opportunity for interaction with members of the public to:  
assist with plant identification, discuss best control management practices, advise on new 
advancements in the biological control sector, and discuss issues regarding biosecurity 
obligations and land tenure. 

Common White Snail Baiting Program 

Snail baiting application occurred on Fairview Lane on 21 July.  

Spring Fox Baiting 

In preparation for the spring fox baiting program, advertisement in local newspapers will 
occur in August. Fox baiting on Galore Hill Scenic Reserve and Kincaidôs Reserve is 
scheduled to begin on 6 September. 

Council Pest Management Practices 

BirdLife Australia has requested that councils review their pest management practices, to 
avoid the use of Second-generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides (SGARs), which are 
harmful to native birds and wildlife, as well as household pets. An action kit for councils has 
been developed to assist. This program has been implemented in response to the high 
number of birds of prey that died from secondary poisoning in the last mouse plague. 

WIRES 

Following a recent collaboration between WIRES and Sutherland Shire Council, WIRES 
has contacted councils offering an opportunity to partner with WIRES to support native 
wildlife. WIRES is hoping to initiate similar programs across NSW to develop plantations 
that act as an ongoing harvestable food source for native wildlife in the care of WIRES.  

Lockhart Hospital Auxiliary meeting will be held at MPS on Friday 16
th
 

September at 2pm. New members are very welcome. Any enquiries, 

please contact Larraine Hoffmann on 69206233 or 04272040581. 

Next Ordinary Council Meeting, Monday 19 September 2022 

Notice is given that Councilôs Meeting for September will be held in the Council 

Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart, commencing at 5.00pm 
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Rates Notices 2022-2023 Financial Year 
Rate payers may have noticed that there have been a few changes with this yearôs 

Rates Notice. 

Council is moving away from the Macquarie DEFT BPay option as this function no 
longer supports cash or cheque payments at Australia Post offices. Over the past few 

months, Council has taken many enquiries asking if this could be addressed. 

The following options are now available for payment of your rates: 

¶ Visit your local Australia Post Office. 

¶ Australia Post Billpay online. 

¶ Register for eNotices (payment can be via credit card or bank account details) 

¶ At Council with cash, credit card or cheque. 

¶ Call Council and pay over the phone with credit card. 

For further information please email rates@lockhart.nsw.gov.au  

VP Day Commemoration Event at Yerong Creek 
The Yerong Creek ANZAC Committee held a special function on 15th August 2022 to commemorate 
Victory in the Pacific (VP) Day. The event included a street march led by the Kapooka Army Band to 

Stanley Galvin Park followed by a luncheon in the Yerong Creek Public Hall.  

At the service in Stanley Galvin Park, six new bronze plaques were unveiled and dedicated to those who 
fell in WW2. These plaques now complement the existing 17 plaques which were placed in the Park to 

honour those who fell in WW1. 

The event was held with financial support from the NSW Government, Inland Rail and the Lockhart Shire 

Council.  

mailto:rates@lockhart.nsw.gov.au
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Youth Officer Report 

Winter School Holiday Break 

Lockhart Shire Council had to cancel the winter holiday break activities which were planned for the last 
Friday of Term 2. Unfortunately, the weather did not permit the fun outdoor activities to go ahead as 

planned. Lockhart Shire will be planning further activities for the upcoming Spring Break. 

Adulting 101 

There are a number of courses coming up in the Lockhart Shire with students participating in auto, barista 
and RSA courses. These courses will be held at the Wagga TAFE campus and will be a wonderful 
experience for those students looking to gain some in demand workplace skills and accreditations. EOI 

have been shared via social media and through local businesses. 

If you or anyone you know of is aged between 17 ï 24 years and are interested in completing these 
nationally recognised TAFE courses, please contact the Lockhart Shire Youth Officer on 6036 0178 or 

email srussell@greaterhume.nsw.gov.au. 

Lockhart Youth Advisory Committee 

Lockhart Shire was successful in obtaining NSW government funding to allow motivational youth speaker 
Nathan Hulls to attend The Rock and Lockhart Central School to complete a squad analysis for our future 
Youth Advisory Committee members. Nathan Spent half a day at The Rock Central School and then 
travelled to Lockhart Central School where students were given the opportunity to be both captivated and 
motivated to be future leaders and the voice in the youth space. Nathan will be returning to Lockhart Shire 
in term 4 to engage our new Youth Advisory Committees and give them the skills to proactively voice what 

youth and young people are needing in their schools and communities. 

We look forward to continuing to provide opportunities for growth and being positive advocates for the 

youth of Lockhart Shire. 

Lockhart Preschool 

Invites you to attend this years  

òOpen Dayó 

for children aged 3-5years in 2023. 

Thursday 8th September 2022 

@ 10am 

18 Day St Lockhart 

Come along for a look around our beautiful Preschool and meet the Educators. 

Children are welcome to bring some fruit/snack and water bottle for morning tea to have 

with our current preschool children. 

Enrolment Packs will be given to families interested in sending their child to Preschool in 

2023. 

Any questions please call Kristin on 69 205 156. 

We look forward to meeting you and your child. 

mailto:srussell@greaterhume.nsw.gov.au
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School News 
St Josephõs News 
Year 5/6 Confirmation: On Sunday, July 24, a number of our students received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation from Bishop Mark Edwards. Congratulations to all of our Confirmation candidates! 
Representative Sport: Early in Term 3, 18 of our students travelled down to Albury to participate in the 
Diocesan Athletics carnival. Congratulations to Ruby and Giselle (shot put), Liam and Ben (high jump) and 
Harry (1500m) on making it away to the MacKillop carnival in Sydney in September and to Dougal who 
came third in shot put! What an outstanding result for our school!!! 
Touch Football Gala Day: Our Year 3-6 students had a day in Wagga recently, participating in a touch 
football Gala Day which had an emphasis on participation and fun, and the opportunity to try something 
new. 
101 Days of School: On July 29, the Kindergarten class celebrated 101 days of school with lots of fun 
activities and dressing up for the occasion. 
Science Incursion: The year 5/6 class stayed at school for an extra-long day to observe the night sky as 
part of their Science unit which is examining astronomy, space and planetary science.  
Commonwealth Games Day: The Year 5/6 class organised a Commonwealth Games Day for all 
students to participate in. It began at 12 noon with the Opening Ceremony and a sausage sizzle lunch, 
followed by an afternoon of fun activities. The students were encouraged to come to school dressed in the 
colours of their country.  

The Rock Central School 
Commonwealth Games Tabloid Sports: Students and staff were divided into countries to enjoy a day of 
tabloid sports in celebration of our exceptional Australian team competing in Birmingham.  
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Lockhart Central School 
Recycling in our Community K12 visited the 
Lockhart Shire Council to collect FOGO bins. 

School News 
PSSA Athletics: Well done to our students who competed at the PSSA Athletics Carnival held at Jubilee 
Park recently. Special congratulations to Rosalind Pearson who has qualified to represent the Wagga 
Wagga PSSA at the Riverina Athletics Carnival later this month, in discus. 


