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Mayoral  Report 
Another month has almost come and gone and still the rain persists. I never thought I 
would say that we have had enough rain but a break of a month would be greatly 
appreciated to enable a start for harvest. Complaints aside it has been a busy month 
with Cr Sharp, the General Manager and myself attending the Local Government 
Conference in Cessnock. This provides a great opportunity to network and hear from 
the government and opposition on their plans for the future. Of course the major 
focus was the floods that are severely impacting many parts of the State and the 
horrendous cost of repairs and restitutions of road networks, community facilities and 
in some cases whole communities. So widespread is the problem that 126 out of128 
local governments have had disaster declarations in the last 12 months. It will take an 

enormous effort and a substantial injection of funds to overcome these issues. 

On 11 November Remembrance Day was observed across the Shire and I thank all those who took the 
time to remember those who paid the ultimate sacrifice and all those still serving in overseas missions. On 
Sunday 13th November I attended The Rock Show which managed to proceed despite the wet weather. It 
was unfortunate that a number of events couldnôt proceed due to the conditions of the ground but it was 

still well supported. 

During the month we also had a visit from the Local Government Grants Commission which distribute 
Financial Assistance Grants from the Federal Government. They explained how the monies are distributed 

and the formulas used. I am pleased that Lockhart will be receiving an increase to assist with its programs.  

Our quarterly Police and Community Consultation Group meeting took place in Pleasant Hills and I am 
pleased to advise that a new Sergeant has been appointed to the District and will commence in the New 
Year. We thank Sgt Ged Horsley for his service to the Shire. Police have again requested that people 

continue to report incidents especially vandalism to enable them to focus their efforts. 

The GM and myself also attended the Country Mayors Association (CMA) meeting in Sydney recently 
where Mayor Jamie Chaffey of Gunnedah was elected Chair to replace Mayor Ken Keith from Parkes. 
Temoraôs Mayor Rick Firman was elected Deputy Chair. With the state election rapidly approaching the 
CMA were keen to identify local government priorities to be put to the major parties. These include health, 

more trade apprenticeships, roads, telecommunication, transport bottlenecks and housing. 

On a sadder note the Shire has been shaken by the death of 2 young people. This has been devastating 
for family and friends and our heartfelt thoughts and prayers go out to them. Just remember there is help 

available and donôt be afraid to reach out if you are struggling. 

Finally, as this will be my last report for the year I would like to take this opportunity to thank all volunteers 
and groups that go that extra mile to make the Shire a good place to live in. Special thanks to the GM and 
staff for their efforts throughout the year. Thanks also to my fellow councillors for the collegiate way in 
which they conducted council business and assisted me throughout my first year. Special thanks to the 

SES, RFS and Police for their outstanding contribution to the welfare and safety of residents. 

In closing I wish you all a happy, safe and blessed Christmas. I hope you enjoy time with family and friends 

and a well-earned rest. Also please remember those doing it tough and those less fortunate. 

Merry Christmas 

Greg 
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ENGINEERING AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

WORKS 

Stormwater 

Ongoing rain is causing minor flooding throughout the Shire affecting works programs. Council 
crews have been working outside normal hours to attend to issues including closing roads. 
Council crews have undertaken works at Emily Street, The Rock and planning minor work at 
Cole Street, Yerong Creek. Engineering designs are being sought for these locations to improve 
drainage and provide budget estimates noting previous work done as part of Councils flood 
studies. Council has also received notification of approved works from Transport for NSW for 

flood damaged roads.  

Prichard Place Lockhart 

Minor drainage works will be carried out when weather permits to complete the project.  

Lockhart Kywong Rd ï 1.25km North of Slocums Lane 

Work has commenced on the realignment of pavement over the new culverts. 

Mittagong Yerong Creek Road 

Culverts have been ordered and construction is scheduled to commence in February 2023, 

weather permitting. 

Unsealed Road Maintenance 

Maintenance of gravel roads has been conducted on Tara Road, Amerys Lane, Tootool 
Mittagong Road, Edgehill School Lane, Edgehill Stock Route, McReadies Lane, Seberrys Lane, 

Bankvale Road, Fletts Lane, and Long Park Road. 

Maintenance Crews 

Both the bitumen and maintenance crews have been kept busy with an increase of pavement 
failures due to the weather, routine maintenance has continued on our Local and Regional 

Roads. 

PARKS AND GARDENS 

Pools 

Swim season is here again and both our sparkling pool facilities are open. Lockhart and The 
Rock Parks and Gardens teams maintained the grounds and gardens throughout the off season 

and ensured they were ready to be handed over to our contractors. 

Athel Pine 

Athel Pine (Tamarix aphylla) a Weed of National Significance, is a fast-growing tree with serious 
impacts along waterways in arid and semi-arid Australia. It is regarded as one of the worst 
weeds in Australia because of its invasiveness, potential for spread, and economic and 
environmental impacts. It increases surface soil salinity changing ecosystems, shades and 

competes with desirable species. 
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This species was used as a street specimen by Council many years ago; most have been 
removed due to poor health and aesthetics but there are still a small number on Council 

controlled land.  

Athol pine is a declared weed in Lockhart Shire, removal is not required but seedlings must be 
controlled. While there has not been evidence of these specimens spreading, after full 
consideration of their impact on the surrounding environment all Athel Pine on Council controlled 
land including approximately 19 along East Street, Lockhart (Albury Road) north of the railway 
line, will be removed and replaced with a more suitable species when conditions and resources 

permit. 

Enquiries regarding identification or control of this species on private property can be directed to 

Councilôs Manager Parks & Facilities or Environmental Officer.  

Gazania  

Gazania (Gazania linearis) is regarded as an environmental weed in Victoria, Tasmania and 
South Australia and as an emerging or potential environmental weed in parts of Western 

Australia and New South Wales.  

Gazania have been spreading in the Shireôs towns and along the roadsides for many years and 
have the potential to be become a much bigger problem. Their seed is dispersed via wind and 
water. Storm water movement has resulted in a large infestation along Brookong Creek in 

Lockhart township.  

Any assistance from residents to control this weed would be appreciated, including removing it 
from or not planting it in your garden or nature strip. Mowing before the flowers produce seed 

can also help slow the spread. Please do not cultivate or share these plants.  

Gazania hybrids are very hardy and are still sold in nurseries; hybrids with sterile seed are now 

available, please ask the nursery before purchasing them.  

For advice on controlling this weed or help with identification please contact Councilôs 

Environmental Officer. 

Parks And Gardens 

Ongoing garden maintenance including weeding, spraying, pruning, deadheading, and mulching 
has been conducted to prepare Council facilities for spring and the event season. Irrigation 

systems will be checked and turned on as required. 

Weed Control 

Weed control by mechanical and chemical methods is being conducted within urban areas as 
resources and conditions allow. Pesticides commonly used are Glyphosate and Dicamba. 

Signage will be placed at property entrance when spraying is in progress. 

Freehand herbicide has been trialed in several lawn situations to test its ability to suppress the 
germination of khaki weed and Caltrop (bindi/cathead) seed. Freehand is for pre-emergent weed 
control of annual grasses, susceptible sedge species and many small-seeded broadleaf weeds 
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in ornamental landscape and warm season turf situations. The trial appears to have been quite 

successful; use will be extended in the upcoming season. 

Mowing And Slashing 

Spring growth rates are with us; slashing in towns and villages is being conducted as required 
and where access for machines is available. Council asks for your patience as regular rain and 
saturated roadsides are delaying customary scheduling. Resources have been concentrated 
around high-profile areas frequented during the recent shire and regional events. Growth rates of 

irrigated lawns have also increased, maintenance is returning to spring scheduling.  

Trees 

Some tree maintenance has continued with a focus on under pruning older trees and formative 

pruning of younger street trees. 

Watering of trees planted in the last two years has not commenced, due to regular rain. Watering 
requirements will be monitored as trees come back into leaf and the weather continues to warm 

up. 

Lockhart Shires Street Tree Policy 2.44 states; óCouncil is responsible for the planting and 
maintenance of street trees, including the selection of species, regular health, and safety checks, 

pruning, and removal and replanting requirements. 

Issues presented to residents regarding street trees, including species selection, maintenance 
and/or removal should be made in writing and addressed to the General Manager. Such issues 

will be resolved based on financial and time restraints. 

WEEDS 

Property Inspections 

Inspections were carried out on residential, rural and commercial properties, which were 

selected due a change in ownership.  

The weeds most commonly found were Green cestrum (Cestrum parqui), Horehound 
(Marrubium vulgare), Lippia (Phyla canescens), Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), Cape 
broom (Genista monspessulana), Prickly pear (Opuntia sp.), Giant reed (Arundo donax), Privet 

(Ligustrum sp.), and St. Johnôs wort (Hypericum perforatum) respectively. 

Control Program 

Priority has been given to the control of St. Johnôs wort (Hypericum perforatum) on roadside 

reserves, as well as fire hazard reduction of roadside shoulders. 

PESTS 

Common White Snail Baiting Program 

Snail baiting application occurred on Fairview Lane on 18 October.  
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Within the main streets of Lockhart Shireôs towns, waste is collected in single 

waste-stream bins. As part of Councils commitment to sustainability and 

environmental enhancement it is proposed to introduce new bin enclosures to 

include both general waste and recycling and a larger 120L bin.  

As Councilôs waste contractor already collects recycling, these bins will be 

added to the existing service. The existing bins are small requiring a higher 

number of bins compared to the proposed bins. This requires more regular 

emptying, maintenance and cleaning.  

The new bin enclosures can be coloured red for general waste and yellow for 

recycling with the side slats made from recycled materials. It is planned to place 

bins near high traffic areas and adequately spaced through the main street. 

The new bins and enclosures will be installed in the main street of Lockhart in 

the coming weeks following which, the replacement programme will be rolled 

out in the other towns and villages next financial year. 

New Street Bins are Coming 

Thank You 
Lockhart Hospital Auxiliary would like to thank the community for their 
support with their Christmas Hamper Raffle which will be drawn at the 
Residents Christmas Party on Wednesday 14

th
 December. The Auxiliary 

members will be going out to lunch on Friday 16
th
 December and then 

the Auxiliary will be in recess until March 2023. 



8 

 

APPROVED DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 

Pursuant to Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979, the 
following development applications were approved, with conditions, from 1 October to 31 

October 2022.  

The below consents are available for public inspection at Councilôs Administration Office, 65 

Green Street, Lockhart, between 9am and 4.30pm weekdays. 

Peter Veneris, General Manager 

DA/CDC No Development Site of Development 

DA15/23 Additions & alterations to existing dwelling 3632 Lockhart The Rock Rd, The Rock 

DA16/23 Additional bunker storage Lockhart Boree Creek Rd, Boree Creek 

DA18/23 Dwelling house 9 Rockliff Crt, Lockhart 

DA19/23 Farm shed 5086 Albury Rd, Lockhart 

CDC20/23 Single dwelling 222 Green Street West, Lockhart 

DA21/23 Bachelors & Spinsters Ball 3778 Lockhart The Rock Rd, The Rock 

DA22/23 Operation of extractive industry ï gravel Tootool Mittagong Rd, Tootool 

CDC23/23 PC Dwelling & garage 34 Macconichie St, Yerong Creek 

CDC25/23 Inground swimming pool 5 Cox St, Yerong Creek 

DA26/23 Inground swimming pool Burkes St, The Rock 

DA28/23 Secondary dwelling 493 Eulensteins Rd, Yerong Creek 
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Annual Permits for non-desexed cats and dangerous/restricted dogs 

From 17 November, changes have come into effect for the Companion Animals 
Register (CAR) and online Pet Registry to clarify the renewal process for 
annual permits for non-desexed cats and restricted and dangerous dogs. 

Owners are only required to obtain an annual permit for a current 12-month 
term. When it comes time to renew an annual permit, if the owner failed to 
obtain one for the preceding 12-month period, they will not be charged the prior 
permit fee, only for the current permit.  

The NSW Government introduced annual permits for non-desexed cats and 
restricted and dangerous dogs in July 2020 as part of its commitment to 
promoting responsible pet ownership and improving animal welfare standards 
across New South Wales. 

Improving early age desexing rates also eases the burden on pounds and 
shelters and reduce euthanasia rates by reducing accidental litters as well as 
helping to address concerns about feral, stray and roaming cats and their effect 
on wildlife. 

Owners of dogs of a restricted breed or formally declared to be dangerous are 
also required to pay an annual permit in addition to their one-off lifetime pet 
registration fee. Having a current annual permit is also a control requirement for 
these animals. 

The rules for how annual permits are applied remain unchanged. 

 

How can pet owners avoid paying for an annual permit? 

Pet owners can avoid the annual permit requirement by:  

¶ desexing their cat by four months of age 

¶ desexing their cat at any time to avoid having to renew their annual permit 

¶ request an exemption from their vet due to health risks. 

o Cats that temporarily cannot be desexed, must be desexed by the age 
specified by the vet. 

o Owners whose cat cannot be desexed at any time of their life are 
exempt from paying an annual permit. 

o A certificate from a vet is required to qualify for these exemptions 

o not owning a restricted dog 

o managing their dogôs behaviour to ensure that itôs not declared 
dangerous or seek a review of a dangerous dog declaration. 

o cat breeders can join a recognised cat breeding body. 
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School News 
The Rock Central School 

Year 5 f.Stop Photography Workshop 

On Friday, Year 5 had their first photography 

workshop with f.Stop Photography. We learnt that 

"photograph" means "light drawing" and "camera 

obscura" means "dark room". The students loved 

looking through the lenses of old cameras and even 

got to do a "light drawing" of each other. When we 

looked through the camera lenses the images were 

displayed upside down. Patrick explained that 

because the front part of our eye is curved, it bends 

the light, creating an upside-down image on the 

retina. Our brain flips the image so that we see 

things the right way up.  We're very excited to have 

this opportunity and are looking forward to all of our 

future workshops with James and Patrick. 

 

Wadjiny Performance 

Last Friday students and teachers enjoyed a school 

performance by Troy Allen from Wadjiny. Troy 

entertained everyone by showcasing dances, 

stories and music from his Aboriginal culture. There 

was great audience participation as Mr Barter and 

most of the students joined in to mimic the emu as 

part of a dance, and much delight when Troy 

passed a bucket of paint around for those who 

wanted to paint their faces. Troy also brought with 

him some interesting artefacts such as different 

weapons, tools and animal skins and taught 

everyone about these items and the traditional 

names for them. It was a very fun and interactive 

way of learning about Aboriginal culture. Thanks 

Troy! 
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School News 
St Josephõs News 

NSWPSSA Athletics ï Congratulations to 

Ruby Livingstone who attended the NSWPSSA 

Athletics Championships in Sydney in October. 

She threw a personal best of 7.65m in shot 

put!!! 

Year 6 Classics ï This term, the Year 6 class 

have been creating their addition to each 

weekôs newsletter. They are doing an amazing 

job and everyone is enjoying reading their 

articles which include school news, recipes, 

student interviews, guessing games, puzzles 

and jokes. 

Celebrating the Bendigo Bank ð Our Year 

5/6 class represented the school at the 20-year 

birthday celebrations of the Bendigo Bank. 

Over the years, the generosity of their grants 

program has provided our school with fencing, 

classroom blinds and furniture. 

Transition ï The 2023 Kinders have begun 

their 5-week Transition program with us as they 

ready themselves for school life next year. Well 

done to their Year 5 buddies who have been 

doing a wonderful job of supporting these 

students both in the classroom and on the 

playground. 

Mission Day ï On November 3, we held our 

annual Mission Day where the students raised 

money for those less fortunate than 

themselves. They raised $1770 for people in 

Ethiopia which was an amazing effort by 

everyone!!! 

Social Inclusion Day ï On November 10, we 

welcomed visitors to our school to promote 

wellbeing as well as physical and mental 

health. This was organised by the Lockhart 

Local Health Advisory Committee. 

Remembrance Day ï Our Year 5/6 class 

represented us the cenotaph on Remembrance 

Day to lay a wreath and remember those who 

have dies in the service of our country.  
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School News 
Lockhart Central School 

Lockhart Health Advisory Committee (LHAC) Social Inclusion day  
LHAC youth members, Lillian and Zara, spoke to the students after the organised health events at school. 
Students participated in activities centred around diet, exercise and mental health strategies. 

Well done to Chaise, Drew, Wil and Zara on representing the school at the Lockhart Health and Wellbeing 

Event. They had the opportunity to assist community members with digital technology support. 
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Warmer weather and this yearôs higher-than-average rain make the perfect 

conditions for a big mosquito season. While mosquitoes are well known for 

their annoying buzz and itchy bites, many people donôt know that in NSW they 

can also spread viruses such as Japanese encephalitis virus, Murray Valley 

encephalitis and Ross River virus to humans. While serious illness and 

hospitalisation from these viruses is rare, the more mosquitoes, the greater the 

risk. With summer on our doorstep, itôs a good time to take the steps to prevent 

bites.  

Here are five simple ways to prevent mosquito bites: 

1. Cover up while outside. Wear light, loose-fitting long-sleeved shirts, 

long pants and covered footwear with socks.  

2. Wear and reapply repellent. Repellent containing DEET, picaridin or oil 

of lemon eucalyptus should be used on any areas of exposed skin and 

reapplied regularly. Apply sunscreen first, followed by repellent, so you 

can stay safe from the sun and mosquito bites.  

3. Keep mosquitoes out. Close doors and windows when indoors or install 

fly screens where possible to keep mosquitoes out.  

4. Stop mosquitoes breeding. Mosquitoes breed in stagnant water. 

Remove items around your home that might collect water such as old 

tyres, children's toys and empty pots to lower the chance of mosquitoes 

breeding. Think about improving drainage around your home to ensure 

water doesnôt become stagnant. 

5. Ask your GP about the Japanese encephalitis virus vaccination. 

Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV) was detected for the first time in NSW 

earlier this year. In some cases, JEV can cause a rare but serious illness 

called Japanese encephalitis. If you live in some areas of NSW, youôre 

eligible for a free JEV vaccine - talk to your GP.  

Following these simple steps will help to protect you and the community from 

mosquito bites and illnesses, so you can relax and enjoy the warmer weather 

ahead. 

The latest information on mosquitoes and bite prevention can be found at 

health.nsw.gov.au/mosquitoes   

Get Ready for Mosquito Season 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/mosquitoes
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Lockhart Shire Council uses electronic lodgement of Development 

Applications (DA), Construction Certificates (CC), Complying 

Development Applications (CDC) & Section 68 through the NSW 

Planning Portal.  Applicants will need to establish their own account and 

then lodge their DAôs, CCôs and CDCôs. For further information or for 

assistance please contact our Planning & Building team. 

This is the process that Council recommends you follow: 

¶ Contact our Planning Team on 02 6920 5305 to discuss your 

application or to arrange a pre lodgement meeting if required. 

Visit the NSW Planning Portal to Register for a NSW Planning Portal 

account to start your application. This will enable you to access your 

dashboard, view, manage, track and progress applications, pay state 

agency fees and submit documents. You will also receive email 

notifications at key stages of the application process. 

Log in to complete the online application form. 

¶ For DAôs and CC's you will need to submit a State of 

Environmental Effects, owner's consent, cost estimate report as 

well as all supporting plans and documents. 

¶ For CDCôs you will need to submit a certificate of title, site plan, 

design plans, structural plans and building specifications. 

¶ Once we receive your application, Council will do a preliminary 

assessment and contact you to arrange payment of fees or request 

additional information. 

¶ Once Council is satisfied with the information provided and fees 

are paid, your application can be lodged. 

Council encourages all applicants to arrange a pre lodgement meeting 

with the Planning & Building team to ensure all required paperwork is 

ready before lodgement.  

NSW Planning Portal 

https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
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