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The Tootool Rest Stop Committee worked alongside Council to 

complete the mural on the Telstra Tootool Telephone Exchange 

Building. After many consultation sessions, an agreement to pursue the 

Mural was reached.  

Damien Mitchell ï an Australian/US based artist, originally from the 

Riverina, who specializes in large scale muralsï began painting on May 

25 and finished his work the following day.  

The Mural depicts an old telephone, Tootool Public School badge, the 

old Tootool Bridge, native flora and fauna, along with a representation of 

the infamous swaggie that was known to the Tootool ï French Park 

area.  

Share your images on social media via the handle #VisitLockhartShire 

Tootool  Telephone Exchange Mural 
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Mayoral  Report 
Hello again and welcome to winter. It certainly arrived this week with an Arctic blast 
which may be great for the snowfields but not for the fingers and toes. This time of year 
can be hard on those doing it tough, so please keep an eye out for one another to make 

sure they are okay. 

I was very pleased to attend the Lockhart Shire Business Excellence Awards night at 
Yerong Creek. The guest speakers, Michael and Kylie Cashen, were truly inspirational 
and the recipients represented a wide cross section of the Shire. Congratulations to all 
the finalists and a special shout out to the four winners, Young Entrepreneur ï Joe 
Kingston; Employee of the Year ï April Kennedy; Best New Business ï Avalon 
Farmstay; and Excellence in Small Business ï Lockhart Bowling Club. Special thanks to the Yerong 
Creek, The Rock and Lockhart Progress Associations for their sponsorship, also Yerong Creek Hall 
Committee for catering and setting up. I would also like to acknowledge the contribution of Matt Holt and 

his assistant Alirah for their work in organising the night. 

I, along with the General Manager and senior staff, recently met with Chris Taylor, the Telstra Regional 
General Manager, and his colleagues to keep us abreast of new innovations in the digital connectivity 
space and to assist us on our Digital Action Plan. This is certainly an exciting area and one which will have 

positive benefits for the Shire. 

At our recent meeting Council adopted the Draft Operational Plan for 2023/24 and Draft Delivery Plan 
estimates for 2024/25-2025/26 and Fees and Charges for 2023/24. After much debate Council also 
agreed to retain the existing policy on the collection of firewood from road reserves. Council also adopted 
a new footpath masterplan and agreed to pursue a reduction of the speed limit in Green Street, Lockhart. 
Magnolia Lodge and the Youth Flats were also discussed with Council to explore options on future 
development. Financial assistance was also provided to The Rock Hall Committee and an interest-free 

loan to The Rock Bowls section. 

At a workshop prior to our meeting on our Integrated Water Cycle Management Plan (IWCMP), Council 
was presented with various options for the upgrade/renewal of the Lockhart Sewerage Treatment Plant. 
The consultants presented various financial options and these will be explored over the next few months. 

Suffice to say it could involve a significant capital outlay unless grant funding can be obtained. 

Council has also been advised Conor Dewar has accepted a transfer from Lockhart Police and we wish 
him and his partner our best wishes and thank him for his contribution to the Shire. Whilst on police 
matters it is disappointing to note there have been a few incidences of vandalism and break ins within the 
Shire. I would again urge all residents if you see anything suspicious please contact the local police as 

your information can be important in catching perpetrators. 

Finally, I would also like to thank the staff at Emily Gardens for inviting me to their Biggest Morning Tea for 

cancer research. It was a beautiful spread and great to catch up with some old residents of the district. 

Until next time 

Cheers 

Greg 
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Counci l  Snippets 19 June 2023 

 

Works 

Storm Event: Emergency works for the September 2022 storm event are continuing on 

rural and unsealed roads.  Council is working with Damage Control Project 

Management (DCPM) regarding funding for weather affected roads. 

Work has commenced on the January 2022 storm event, starting with the removal of 

trees that have fallen due to the rain events. 

Sections of unsealed roads which have been identified as damaged as a result of 

January 2022 rain events are under way. Marking out, repairs and gathering 

completion evidence will be time consuming but must be completed correctly to satisfy 

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) funding criteria. 

Mittagong Yerong Creek Road: Clearing works has commenced with the removal of 

several trees. All culverts have been delivered. The project has been extended out to 

2024. Work is scheduled to commence September/October 2023. 

The Rock Mangoplah Road:  Complete. 

Henty Pleasant Hills Road:  Complete. 

Unsealed Roads:  maintenance of Shire gravel roads has been conducted on: 

Dunleveys Lane, Hollies Road, Klimpschs Lane, Jaegers Lane, Aummans Lane, 

Jaricks Lane, Weillys Lane, Vennells Lane, Kingstons Lane. 

Maintenance Crews: Both the bitumen crews have been kept busy with an increase of 

pavement failures due to the weather.  Routine maintenance has continued on our 

Local and Regional Roads. Maintenance crews have been attending to the backlog of 

customer enquiries, and the extension of culverts on The Rock Mangoplah Road. 

Parks & Gardens 

Avenue of Honour 

Landscaping of the Avenue of Honour extension has commenced; works include 

granite, garden beds, steel edging and a dry creek bed. 

Weed Control 

Weed control by mechanical and chemical methods is being conducted within urban 

areas as resources and conditions allow. Pesticides commonly used are Glyphosate 

and Dicamba. Signage will be placed at property entrance when spraying is in 

progress. 

Trees 

Annual under-pruning of Councilôs street trees and pruning of limbs protruding into 

urban lanes will commence shortly.  
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Lockhart Shires Street Tree Policy 2.44 states; óCouncil is responsible for the planting 

and maintenance of street trees, including the selection of species, regular health, and 

safety checks, pruning, and removal and replanting requirements. 

Resident concerns regarding street trees, including species selection, maintenance 

and/or removal should be made in writing and addressed to the General Manager. 

Such issues will be resolved based on risk and available budget and resources. 

Biosecurity 

Weeds 

Property Inspections 

Inspections were carried out on residential and rural properties, which contained 

Coolatai grass (Hyparrhenia hirta) in historical inspections, which were selected due to 

a change in ownership, or were seen to possess priority weeds from a neighbouring 

property. Travelling Stock Reserves, managed by Riverina Local Land Services, were 

also inspected. 

The most commonly found weeds were Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), 

Privet (Ligustrum sp.), African lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula), St. Johnôs wort 

(Hypericum perforatum), Horehound (Marrubium vulgare), Silverleaf nightshade 

(Solanum elaeagnifolium), Sweet briar (Rosa rubiginosa), Prickly pear (Opuntia sp.), 

Bathurst burr (Xanthium spinosum), Coolatai grass (Hyparrhenia hirta), Johnson grass 

(Sorghum halepense), Asparagus weed (Asparagus spp.), Feathertop Rhodes grass 

(Chloris virgata), Lippia (Phyla canescens), Athel pine (Tamarix aphylla), Green 

cestrum (Cestrum parqui), and Willow (Salix sp.) respectively. 

Control Program 

Priority has been given to the control of African boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum), 

Bathurst burrs (Xanthium spinosum), Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), 

Feathertop Rhodes grass (Chloris virgata), Horehound (Marrubium vulgare), Noogoora 

burr (Xanthium occidentale), and Prickly pear (Opuntia sp.) on roadside reserves and 

council managed land. 

Pests 

Autumn Fox Baiting Program 

Autumn fox baiting began on 2 May, with bait distribution occurring on the Galore Hill 

Scenic Reserve and Kincaids Reserve. High numbers of bait uptake were recorded at 

Galore Hill Scenic Reserve. 
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Lockhart Shire Business Excel lence Awards 2023 

Lockhart Shire Business Excellence Awards 2023 were held at the Yerong Creek Community 
Hall and Bowling Cub on Wednesday 31st May 2023 with over 70 people from all over Lockhart 
Shire representing employees and employers in attendance. Attendees enjoyed a two course 
meal, along with free Strawberries given out by the guest speakers, Michael and Kylie Cashen 

from Bidgee Strawberries and Cream. 

In total, 25 nominations for businesses and individuals over four categories were received. 

Lockhart Shire Council General Manager, Peter Veneris said that the Council proudly supports 
the opportunity for local businesses to be recognised and celebrated for their achievements 

through the Lockhart Shire Business Excellence Awards.  

The Mayor, Cr Greg Verdon, along with representatives from Lockhart, The Rock and Yerong 
Creek Progress Associations presented the awards with judging this year undertaken by Court 

Sayer-Roberts from Enterprise Plus and Keiran Spencer from Department of Regional NSW. 

The Mayor paid tribute to the way in which local businesses have weathered numerous 

challenges in recent times and for the contribution made by small businesses to the Shire. 

Award recipients 

Young Entrepreneur 

Finalists: Angus Webb - Kanangra Poll Dorset Stud, Jared Walker - That Butcher shop , Jypsie 

Cronan - Glen-Lea Images 

Winner: Joseph Kingston ï GS, SM and JG Kingston  

 

Employee of the Year 

Finalists: April Kennedy - Delta Ag Yerong Creek, Luke Ellicott - The Rock Butcher shop 

Winner: April Kennedy - Delta Ag Yerong Creek 

 

Best New Business 

Finalists: Avalon Farmstay, Glen-Lea Images, That Butcher Shop  

Winner: Avalon Farmstay 

 

Excellence In Small Business  

Finalists: A Winkley Contracting, Avalon Farmstay, Balance Within Remedial Massage, Bond 
Apartment, Chemist at The Rock, Crystals Restaurant at The Rock , Glen-Lea Images, Lockhart 
Bowling Club , Railway Hotel Lockhart, That Butcher Shop , The Rock Butcher Shop, The Rock 

and District Meals on Wheels 

Highly Commended: Glen-Lea Images. That Butcher Shop  

WINNER: Lockhart Bowling Club  
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Lockhart Shire Business Excel lence Awards 2023 

 

Above left - Winner Excellence in Small Business, representing Lockhart Bowling 
Club, Max Montgomery & Barry Love. Above right - Winner Best New Business, 
Avalon Farmstay, Joel & Emma Sim 
Below left - Winner Employee of the Year, April Kennedy. Below right - Winner Young 
Entrepreneur, Joseph Kingston 
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Feral Cats 

Council is endeavouring to help reduce the feral cat populations in townships 

through education. 

¶ If you own a domestic cat, it is important to de-sex it by 6 months old. 

Having your cat de-sexed will help to reduce straying, aggression, 

fighting and antisocial behaviour, and has added health benefits for 

your animal. It also reduces the number of unwanted litters each 

year and helps to protect native wildlife. 

¶ Keep your cat inside at night to avoid it straying.  

¶ Donôt feed feral cats. 

If you are experiencing an issue with feral cats on your property, Council has 

cat traps for hire. Once caught Council will remove the animal at no cost. 

Under the Companion Animals Act 1998, councils are not responsible for feral 

cats but will help in any way possible to assist with their control and removal. 

If you have any questions, please contact Councilôs Compliance Officer, Chris 

Neaves, on 6920 5305. 
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Rates Information 

If paying by instalments, the 1st instalment 

is due by 31 August 2023 

Overdue Rates are subject to daily interest 

in accordance with the provisions of The 

Local Government Act, 1993 at the 

interest rate approved by the Minister for 

Local Government. Currently, interest is 

set at 6% pa. Failure to contact Council 

regarding overdue Rates may result in 

additional and unnecessary recovery costs 

which will be added to your account. 

Submissions for Council Newsletter 

Deadline 

Placement of articles is subject to 

suitability and available space. Email 

articles for inclusion to: 

mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au no later than 

4pm Friday 14 July 2023. 

Next Ordinary Council Meeting 

Monday 17 July 2023 

Notice is given that Councilôs Meeting 

for July  will be held in the Council 

Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart, 

commencing at 5.00pm 

The ABC is calling for stories from 

young people to be entered in the 

Heywire Competition! This annual 

storytelling competition showcases 

what life is like in regional, rural and 

remote Australia. Up to 40 winners, 

chosen from right across Australia, 

will work with ABC producers to see 

their stories featured on the ABC. 

They also receive a place at the 

Heywire Regional Youth Innovation 

Summit, where winners come 

together to discuss how life could be 

improved for young people in their 

communities. 

Enter your story by September 1st. 

http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/

competition/  

http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/competition/
http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/competition/
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MOBILE LIBRARY 

TIMETABLE 

July 2023 

Lockhart 

4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 

9am to 12.30pm 

Milbrulong 

12th & 26th 

2.15pm to 3.15pm 

Pleasant Hills 

13th & 27th 

10.30am to 11.30am 

Yerong Creek  

5th & 19th 

9.30am to 10.30am 

The Rock 

13th & 27th 

12.45pm to 2.15pm 

www.rrl.nsw.gov.au 


