
LOCKHART SHIRE NEWSLETTER 

November 2023 

mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au   (02) 6920 5305     www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au 

Photo credit - Stacey Roberson 



2 

 



3 

 

Mayoral  Report 
Hello again, well summer is almost upon us. The harvest is well underway with 
headers and trucks being kept busy. Speaking of which the number of trucks 
especially semis and B Doubles has increased significantly especially on back 
roads so it is important to be more vigilant when we are driving around. The 
weather has been kind and some good yields and quality grains have been 
reported which all goes well for our local communities. 

This month I attended the Local Government Conference in Rosehill along with 
Crs Day and Sharp. This is where all the major issues confronting local 
government are discussed and motions put forward to better improve 
governance. At the conference I met with Andrew Cotterill the Regional NBN 
Manager who advised of some significant improvements for NBN in the Shire. Along with new towers at 
Pleasant Hills and Yerong Creek, there will be enhancements to The Rock and a possible tower on 
Galore Hill which should significantly increase coverage, which is good news. 

On a sadder note our General Manager Peter has submitted his resignation which is effective in July 
2024. Peter and Leanne have indicated a desire to return to Albury and whilst our community will be the 
poorer we respect their decision. The process will now begin to select a new GM early in the new year 
so that a replacement can be in place prior to his departure. 

Our Police and Community Consultation Group met this month at Pleasant Hills. Representatives from 
various towns attend and report on issues impacting their communities. Sgt Davies indicated that the 
command is at full strength and has been pretty quiet with no major incidents reported. I think this is a 
reflection of the great work our police do by being visible in and working closely with the community. 
Again if residents have any issues they should contact their local station or ring Crimestoppers. 

An interesting outcome of Councilôs last meeting was the decision to trial a voucher system in place of 
the annual kerbside pickup. The issue was strongly debated and Council voted to initiate the trial. It will 
be interesting to see what residents think. 

The first meeting of The Rock Flood Review Committee took place at The Rock where consultants 
WMA Water outlined the process going forward especially as it relates to engaging with the community 
such as information sessions, questionnaires and public exhibitions. The consultants will be keen to 
hear from anyone with videos, photos etc. There will be more information in the weeks ahead. 

Also the first meeting to review concept plans for the new community centre at The Rock was held on 
21 November. The plans and concept photos will be on display in various locations in The Rock 
including the Post Office, Club, Café and Foodworks. Please take this opportunity to review and 
forward any comments to Council by 15 December 2023. 

As the school year draws to a close there will be many presentation nights and I wish all schools a 
successful end to the year. Also a big thanks to all teachers and support staff for the great job they do. 

As this will be the last newsletter before Christmas I hope the holiday season gives everyone a chance 
to unwind and enjoy the company of family and friends. 

I wish you all a safe, happy and blessed Christmas and hope the New Year is good to you. 

Merry Christmas 

Greg 
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DOCUMENTS ON PUBLIC EXHIBITION 

The following documents are currently on public exhibition: 

¶ Draft Brookong Creek Master Plan 

¶ Draft Policy 1.29 CCTV Policy 

¶ The Rock Community Centre concept plans 

Further information regarding the above documents can be found on Councilôs website at 
www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au.  

The documents are also available for inspection at Councilôs office at 65 Green Street Lockhart. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 

There is now less than 12 months before the next Local Government Elections which are scheduled 
for 14 September 2024.  

The Lockhart Shire Council elections will be conducted by the NSW Electoral Commission (NSWEC) 
which has a dedicated website at elections.nsw.gov.au that will be continually updated with 
information regarding the 2024 elections. The NSWEC will also be providing a series of webinars with 
information about each upcoming webinar to be published on its website. Each webinar will be 
recorded and published on the website for viewing at any time. 

Election updates will also be provided through the Council Newsletter. The key dates for the Council 
election are set out below. 

INSTALLATION OF CCTV CAMERAS 

Council has allocated grant funds received under Round 5 of the Stronger Country Communities 
Fund for the installation of CCTV cameras in the main street of Lockhart and The Rock as well as the 
main recreation grounds. 

5 August 
Electoral rolls close at 6.00pm. 
Nominations open. 

14 August Nominations close at 12 noon. 

15 August Ballot paper draw. 

19 August Postal pack distribution commences. 

2 September Pre-poll voting commences. 

6 September Registration of electoral material (how to vote cards etc.) closes. 

9 September 
Telephone assisted voting registration and voting commences. 
Postal vote applications close at 5.00pm. 

13 September 
Pre-poll voting closes. 
Telephone assisted voting registration ends. 

14 September Election day 

http://www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au
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The CCTV system is aimed at the detection and conviction of offenders. Council recognises that the 
presence of CCTV can have a deterrent effect on crime and antisocial behaviour, whilst contributing 
to a greater sense of safety in the community. Accordingly it is intended that the images captured by 
the CCTV cameras once installed will be made available to assist NSW Police.  

It is important that appropriate policies and procedures are in place for the management of the audio 
visual records having regard to the NSW Government Policy Statement and Guidelines for the 
Establishment and Implementation of CCTV in Public Places, the Privacy and Personal Information 
Protection Act 1998 and the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009. With this in mind a 
draft CCTV policy has been developed and is currently on public exhibition. 

Further information regarding the draft Policy can be found on Councilôs website at 
www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au. The document is also available for inspection at Councilôs office at 65 
Green Street Lockhart. 

Submissions regarding the Draft Policy are invited and should be received by 18 December 2023  

ENGINEERING AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT 

As part of Councilôs on-going commitment to sustainability, a program of solar system installation has 
commenced on Council-owned buildings.  The first site has been completed at The Rock swimming 
pool with the installation of a 15kW system which will significantly reduce Councilôs electricity bills 
associated with running pumps etc at the pool.  

Council was successful in obtaining a NSW Government Get Active Grant for new footpaths in 
Lockhart. Three-quarters of the work in Hayes Street and OôConnell Street has been completed in 
accordance with the adopted footpath masterplan.  

Works 

Heavy Patching Program 

Regional Roads: Work has been completed on Lockhart Collingullie Rd, The Rock Collingullie Rd, 
Urana Lockhart Rd - a total of 36,019 m2. 

Local Sealed Roads: The Rock Lockhart Rd is now complete along with The Rock Mangoplah Rd, 
County Boundary Rd, Urana Boree Creek Rd, Yuluma Rd, Lockhart Boree Creek Rd - a total of 
68,742 m2. 

Local Sealed Roads: Shoulder grading on Henty Pleasant Hills Rd, and Urana Boree Creek Rd has 
been completed. Slashing roadside shoulders has been completed on Urana Boree Creek Rd and 
Yuluma Rd.  

Unsealed Roads: Unsealed Road Maintenance of Shire gravel roads has been conducted on 
Seeligers Ln, Schirmers Ln, Curries Ln, Hogans Ln, Spurrells Rd, Wallendoon Access Rd, Bakes Ln, 
Clancys Ln, and Munyabla Boundary Rd. 

Maintenance Crews 

Bitumen crews have been kept busy with an increase of pavement failures due to the weather, 
routine maintenance has continued on our Local and Regional Roads.  

http://www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au


6 

Counci l  Snippets 20 November 2023 

 

Maintenance crews have repaired the culverts on Urana Boree Creek Rd. Assisting with the heavy 
patching, roadside slashing and sign installation, backfill and remove spoils on Hayes Street footpath 
and attending to the back log of customer enquiries. 

Parks & Gardens 

The swimming pools at The Rock and Lockhart opened on 31 October with no problems reported. 

A slab has been laid adjacent to the entrance of Lockhart Pool ready for installation of the motorbike 
sculpture donated by Ms Marie van Steyn. 

The landscaping of 109 Green Street continues, with paving set to commence soon. 

Mowing, watering of street trees and other general maintenance continues across the Shireôs open 
spaces. 

Spring Fox Baiting Program 

Spring fox baiting commenced on 10 October with bait distribution occurring on the Galore Hill Scenic 
Reserve and Kincaids Reserve.  

Flood Data Release 

The Bureau of Meteorology released flood data confirming that southeastern Australia had the 
highest spring rainfall on record in 2022 including over 200 sites that have been recording for at least 
100 years.  Rain fell on catchments where water storages and river levels were high and soils were 
already wet after two years of above average rainfall. The three major climate drivers influencing this 
weather were La Nina, a negative Indian Ocean Dipole and a positive Southern Annular Mode.  

Integrated Water Cycle Management Strategy (IWCM) 

In November 2018 and subsequent years, Council was successful in obtaining grant funding for a 
scoping study of Lockhart Sewerage Treatment Plant and an Integrated Water Cycle Management 
Strategy (IWCM). The IWCM is Councilôs 30-year strategy for the provision of appropriate, affordable, 
cost-effective and sustainable water services that meet the community needs and protects public 
health and the environment.  

As part of the IWCM an Issues Paper was developed which identified issues with Councils sewerage 
schemes. Following the completion of the Issues Paper, Council engaged Public Works Advisory 
(PWA) to undertake studies that evaluated and assessed options to address the issues.  

After considering the PWA studies and various options Council has endorsed a Draft IWCM Strategy 
for public exhibition. The Draft IWCM Strategy considers issues including replacing the existing 
Lockhart Sewerage Treatment Plant (trickling filter) with a new oxidation pond with effluent reuse; 
and the sewering of south Lockhart. 

The Draft IWCM Strategy will shortly be placed on public exhibition at which time further information 
will be made available on Councilôs website at www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au.  

http://www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au
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Brookong Creek Draft Masterplan - Have your say 
 
Lockhart Shire Council has partnered with Habitat Planning and Yonder 
Landscapes to design a Masterplan for a section of the Brookong Creek in 
Lockhart. 
 
The purpose of the Masterplan is to: 
 

¶ Facilitate community led design outcomes and develop a coherent vision 
to develop Brookong Creek over the next ten years. 

¶ Form the basis for Council to sequence and prioritise the works within the 
Masterplan; and 

¶ Consider future budgeting and funding options. 
 
In March 2023 Council appointed the Tourism and Economic Development 
Steering Committee (TEDSC) to be the lead project team along with Council 
staff and Consultants. 
 
So far, the group has consulted with stakeholder groups and community 
members throughout the development of the master plan, including. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Fostering with the Department of Communities and Justice 

Make a difference in a childõs life ð become an emergency 

or short term foster carer! 
Children across the Murrumbidgee are urgently needing people who can 

offer them a loving and stable home environment, while their parent/s 

are working hard to achieve change, so they can safely return home 

and/or family care options can be found. 

You can be single, a couple or with a family, be renting or own your 

home. We need people who can provide emergency care, short-term 

care (up to 12 weeks), care for children of different ages, siblings and 

children with a disability. All carers receive training, support and an 

allowance to cover the day-to-day costs of caring. 

Do you have room in your home and heart for a child? 

Visit: facs.nsw.gov.au/families/carers and click on óenquire about 

fosteringô 

or email: FosteringWithDCJ@facs.nsw.gov.au to learn more. 

Image: Matt Beaver 

¶ Crown Lands, 

¶ Wiradjuri representatives, 

¶ Lockhart Progress Association 

¶ Lockhart Lions Club 

¶ Lockhart Red Cross 

¶ Lockhart Central School Students 

¶ St Josephôs Primary School Students 

¶ Residents that live or own property close to the scoped area. 
 
Their input has been gathered via face-to-face meetings as well as an online 
survey which received 115 responses. The feedback has helped to iteratively 
guide the development of the Draft Masterplan. 
 
In November, the TEDSC recommended to Council to place the Draft 
Masterplan on Public Exhibition in which Council has decided to do for 8 weeks 
from the 21 November 2023 to 15 January 2024. 
 
The Draft Masterplan can be viewed on Councils website or in person at 
Councils administration building at 65 Green Street Lockhart. Feedback can be 
provided via an online survey or by emailing mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au  

http://facs.nsw.gov.au/families/carers
mailto:FosteringWithDCJ@facs.nsw.gov.au
mailto:mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au


10 

 



11 

 



12 

 



13 

 

School News 

Pleasant Hills Public School News 

TERM 4 2023 

The Year 3-6 students had a memorable 

experience in Melbourne.  They travelled 

together with Boree Creek and Yerong 

Creek schools provided by Allenôs Buses. 

All students and staff attending had an 

enjoyable time.   

While the 3-6 students were away, the K-2 

students went on a one day excursion to 

the Junee Licorice Factory.  They had a 

great day and the highlight was making a 

GIANT freckle!!   

On Melbourne Cup Day our students 

looked fantastic with their racing outfits.  

School swimming lessons will start in 

Weeks 8 & 9 at the Lockhart Pool 

commencing at 1:00pm.  Hopefully the 

water will be at a good temperature for 

swimming!! 

Our schoolôs presentation will be held at 

10:00am on Thursday 7
th
 December.  

Thank you to Claire Lane for choosing 

PHPS to complete her placement.  She 

has been a valued member of staff and is 

welcome back anytime!  Her last day is 

Monday 13
th
 November and she will be 

sadly missed. 
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Lockhart Hospital Auxiliary Report 

The Auxiliary held their monthly meeting on Friday 10
th
 November 2023 at the 

Lockhart MPS. 

We have a few dates set for our annual Christmas Hamper ticket sales. We will 

be selling tickets in front of the Lockhart IGA on the mornings of Tuesday 28
th
 

November, Friday 1
st
 December, Tuesday 5

th
 December and Friday 12

th
 

December. There are also tickets available at the hospital. Local businesses 

have been extremely generous and donated some great gifts. We have gift 

vouchers to businesses, a photo session, car care package, covered kids sand 

pit and sand as well as perfume and a body lotion package. These are on top 

of the picnic basket packed full of goodies, gorgeous hand made quilts and lots 

of other gifts we have. There will be multiple prizes and tickets are $2 each or 3 

for $5. Please support us and the local hospital by buying some tickets from us. 

Raffle will be drawn at the hospital residentôs Christmas party on 14
th
 

December. 

The Hospital Auxiliary continues to support the Leisure &Lifestyle Co-Ordinator 

Kathy Sosnowski Bartolo by providing vouchers for local businesses to assist in 

resourcing activities for the residents e,g, cooking ingredients and gardening 

supplies.  

We are also having another Bingo afternoon which will be held on Friday 15
th
 

December at the Lockhart Ex-Servicemenôs Club commencing at 1pm. We 

hope you can all come and join us and have a bit of fun. 

Correspondence received from our head office informed us that In the past 12 

months, Auxiliaries throughout NSW raised a total of $3,275,340.71 for their 

local hospitals. The Riverina district raised $498,311.74 which is a huge effort. 

All moneys raised by the United Hospital Auxiliaries stay at their local areas to 

support their local hospitals.  

St Peterôs Anglican Church Parish of The Rock. 

9:30am Christmas Eve 24/12/2023 

A carol service with a ñNo rehearsal Nativity Playò 

All welcome Reverend Jocelyn Heazlewood 

Aqua Exercise Classes 

Aqua Exercise classes are held at Lockhart Pool every Friday afternoon at 2pm 
until Friday 22

nd
 December when there will be a break and the classes will 

resume on Friday 12
th
 January. Any enquiries, please contact Larraine 

Hoffmann on 69206233 or 0427204051. 
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Open Monday ï Friday  

8am-3:30pm  

95 King Street The Rock  

Phone 69202455 or  

email therockps@gmail.com 

Friday is now open to children 

attending school in the following year 

only. It creates a smooth transition to 

school process for the children. 

Lockhart Playgroup 

All Welcome 

Monday 9am at the  

Lockhart Preschool 

Ages Birth ï 5 years 

Please bring morning tea to share 

Tea/Coffee provided 

Cost $20/family/year 

For more information  

visit our Facebook Page: 

Lockhart Playgroup! 

Enrolments are now welcome! 

Make a time to come and meet our 

Educators and have a tour of our 

beautiful Preschool 

Open Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday 

8:00am-3:30pm 

3-5yr olds 

Phone Kristin on 6920 5156 or 

Email: 

director@lockhartpreschool.com.au 

PLEASANT HILLS PRESCHOOL 

Open Tuesday & Wednesday 

8.30AM ï 4.00PM 

For children aged 3 ï 5yrs 

As little as $10 per day 

For more info contact 6929 6407  

(During opening hours) 

Email: phpreschool@gmail.com 

mailto:therockps@gmail.com

