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2.17 Local Roads Classification & Maintenance 
 
POLICY TITLE: LOCAL ROADS CLASSIFICATION & MAINTENANCE 
 
FILE REF: SC126 
 
EXPIRY DATE: MARCH 2026 
 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 
i) To clearly classify roads within the Shire to achieve specified objectives. 
 
ii) To facilitate management of Council's road system by indicating priorities and preferences with a view to the limited funds 

available for road maintenance being expended in the most equitable and effective manner. 
 

POLICY STATEMENT 
 
1. CLASSIFICATION 
 That the Shire road system be classified on the following priority basis:  
 
1.1 RURAL 

a) Sealed Local Roads – these rural roads of strategic importance or carrying sufficient traffic volumes to warrant sealing.  
The objective is to achieve adequate maintenance whilst delaying for as long as possible the need to reconstruct. 

b) Class 1 Gravel Roads – being gravel roads which, as well as providing access to individual properties, form essential 
connecting links for “through” traffic or are otherwise of strategic importance.  The objective is for these roads to be 
trafficable in all weather conditions recognising that it is not financially possible for these roads to be kept consistently in 
an “ideal” condition. 

c) Class 2 Gravel Roads - the objective for these roads is to be trafficable in the majority of weather conditions however, it is 
possible that water may cross the road in minor storm events and that the maintenance interval between treatments could 
be less than desired.  Maintenance works should ensure that all causeways are gravelled. 

d) Earth Formed Roads - the objective is for earth formed roads to be trafficable in dry weather only however, gravelling of 
causeways may occur in problem areas.  Installation of "dry weather road only" signs on these roads will be actively 
pursued. 

e) Fire Access - the objective for these roads is that they be trafficable during the bush fire season and only in dry weather. 

f) Unformed Roads - the objective for these roads is to rectify any drainage problems that may occur and the control of 
weeds.  

 
1.2 URBAN 

a) Sealed Streets - these streets are to be treated the same as sealed local roads. 

b) Unsealed Streets - these streets are to be treated the same as Class 1 Gravel Roads.  

c) Back Lanes - these are to be treated the same as Class 2 Gravel Roads. 
 
1.3 GENERAL 
 That the Council makes available appropriate maps of the Shire depicting these road classifications and that the classifications be 

reviewed annually in conjunction with consideration of the Council’s Management Plan. 
 
2. MAINTENANCE 
 
2.1  FINANCIAL PRIORITIES 
 That priorities for local roads maintenance and construction expenditure be: 

a) Routine maintenance of sealed roads to maintain roads to accepted standards. 

b) The execution of all reseals and/or enrichments deemed necessary to maintain sealed roads in good order and minimise 
reconstruction needs.  Generally seeking a maximum rural seal age of 12 years and urban seal age of 20 years. 

c) The shoulder grading on local sealed roads as necessary to maintain verges in good order and avoid loss of seal through 
edge break. 
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d) The resheeting of Class 1 Gravel Roads, bitumen sealing of additional roads, and/or reconstruction of existing bitumen 
and/or Class 1 Gravel Roads as may be determined by Council from year to year. 

e) The routine maintenance, including re-gravelling of short sections where lower cost techniques will be inadequate, of 
Class 1 Gravel Roads. 

f) The maintenance of Class 2 Gravel Roads including gravelling of water crossing points and very slippery sections. 

g) The maintenance of the balance of the road system. 

h) That Council continue to accept (and even actively seek) private contributions towards the execution of road works not 
able to be otherwise funded, in particular such activities as gravelling and culvert construction on Class 2 Gravel and 
earth formed roads, and the forming of unconstructed roads but that care be taken to ensure that Council’s meeting of its 
share of costs on any such works does not significantly affect established priorities on other roads. 

 
2.2 TECHNICAL DETAILS 
 That, subject to such specific directives as Council may lay down, all road maintenance is to comply with relevant aspects of 

Transport for New South Wales Roads and other government policies and standards, recognised text and accepted sound 
practice in the industry.  Rural roads maintenance will achieve the following: 
a) Trees – to maintain existing areas cleared of trees; to undertake an assessment of trees for removal from a road safety, 

construction standard and value of remnant vegetation perspective. 
b) Drainage – construction of wide flat table drains, to minimise soil erosion, rather than steep V-shaped ones where the 

terrain dictates.  The clearing out of drains that have silted up over the years, returning any useable gravel to the road 
surface; and construction of adequate drains where previous ones were minimal.  Mitre drains shall begin at the back of 
table drains. 
Any program of works on table drains should also include associated mitre drains and connections to and from works on 
private properties to the best advantage of landholders without significant detriment to the road system. 

c) Pavements – should have adequate crossfall and width should be selected for maximum long term economy but 
reasonable safety.  This will generally result in bitumen roads being sealed seven (7) metres wide, Class 1 Roads 
graveled six (6) metres wide to a depth of 10mm, Class 2 Roads graveled five (5) metres wide but on a useable formation 
of about six (6) metres, and Earth Formation Roads being four (4) metres wide but with table drains useable by passing 
traffic in most seasons. 

d) Formation – formation of roads with inadequate crossfall should continue progressively.  Desired formation is 4 to 6% 
crossfall maintained to inside edge of mitre drain with peak in centre of road.  The rate of progress achieved on this 
activity from time to time will not only depend on financial and operational capacity, but also weather conditions and road 
user tolerance of poor conditions whilst such results are being progressively achieved, for example, rocks and dying grass 
being left on the pavement between forming and final finishing, which may be separated by periods of some weeks. 

e) Inspection – all roads are to be inspected before maintenance work to ensure compliance with financial priorities and 
maintenance standards. 

 
3. MAINTENANCE STANDARDS 
 
3.1 RURAL 

a) Sealed Local Roads – the maintenance objective for these roads is the undertaking of pothole patching, edge break 
repairs, crack sealing, heavy patching, shoulder grading, shoulder gravelling and reseals at the most optimum time so as 
to offset the need to reconstruct for as long as possible. 

b) Council’s priority for maintenance of directional and advisory signs will also coincide with sealed roads. 
c) Class 1 Gravel Roads – the objective for these roads is to maintain a gravel depth of approximately 100mm for the entire 

length of the roadway and prevent water from crossing the road in minor storm events via reconstruction of appropriate 
drainage works.  The maintenance of Class 1 Gravel Roads with poorer quality gravel may require several treatments 
with plant in any given year. 

d) Class 2 Gravel Roads – the objective for these roads is to be trafficable in the majority of weather conditions however, it is 
possible that water may cross the road in minor storm events and that the maintenance interval between treatments could 
be less than desired.  Maintenance works should ensure that all causeways are gravelled. 

e) Earth Formed Roads – the objective is for earth formed roads to be trafficable in dry weather only, however, gravelling of 
causeways may occur in problem areas. Installation of “dry weather only” signs on these roads will be actively pursued. 

f) Fire Access – the objective for these roads is that they be trafficable during the bush fire season and only in dry weather. 
g) Unformed Roads – the objective for these roads is to rectify any drainage problems that may occur and the control of 

weeds. 
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3.2 URBAN 

a) Sealed Streets – these streets are to be treated the same as sealed local roads. 
b) Unsealed Streets – these streets are to be treated the same as Class 1 Gravel Roads. 
c) Back Lanes – these are to be treated the same as Class 2 Gravel Roads. 

 
Adopted by Council – 20 March 2023 
Refer minute 45/23 
 
Adopted by Council – 17 August 2020 
Refer minute 161/20 
 
Adopted by Council – 17 August 2020 
Refer minute 161/20 
 
Adopted by Council – 17 August 2009 
Refer minute 283/09 
 
Amendments adopted by Council – 19 March 2001 
Refer Minute No. 22546 
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