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 CHAIRPERSON 

0BMinutes of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Lockhart Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, 
Lockhart on Monday, 21 October 2024 commencing at 5.00pm. 

PRESENT 
Cr P Sharp, Cr F Day OAM, Cr G Driscoll, Cr E Jones, Cr J Hunter, Cr I Marston, Cr R Mathews, Cr B Rushby 
and Cr J Walker. 
 
Also in attendance were the General Manager, Director Corporate and Community Services, 
Director Engineering, Director Planning and Environment and Executive Assistant.  

As this was the first meeting of the Council following the ordinary election held on 14 September 2024, the 
General Manager assumed the chair and opened the meeting with a prayer, followed by an Acknowledgement 
of Country. 

The General Manager reminded Councillors of their ethical obligations as reflected in the oath and affirmation 
of office, and the Code of Conduct. 

The General Manager also informed all persons present that the proceedings of the meeting were being 
recorded. 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION FOR COUNCILLORS 

Executive Summary 
Section 233A of the Local Government Act requires councillors to take either an oath or an affirmation 
of office at or before the first meeting of the council after the councillor is elected. 

Report 
Each councillor is required to take either an oath or an affirmation of office in the following form: 

Oath 
“I [name of councillor] swear that I will undertake the duties of the office of councillor in the 
best interests of the people of Lockhart Shire and the Lockhart Shire Council and that I will 
faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested 
in me under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of my ability and 
judgment.” 

Affirmation 
“I [name of councillor] solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm that I will undertake the 
duties of the office of councillor in the best interests of the people of Lockhart Shire and the 
Lockhart Shire Council and that I will faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, 
powers, authorities and discretions vested in me under the Local Government Act 1993 or 
any other Act to the best of my ability and judgment.” 

A councillor who fails, without a reasonable excuse, to take the oath of office or make an affirmation of 
office in accordance with this section is not entitled to attend a meeting as a councillor (other than the 
first meeting of the council after the councillor is elected to the office or a meeting at which the councillor 
takes the oath or makes the affirmation) until the councillor has taken the oath or made the affirmation. 

Any absence of a councillor from an ordinary meeting of the council that the councillor is not entitled to 
attend because of this section is taken to be an absence without prior leave of the council. 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E1:  Meet all governance and regulatory requirements in the conduct of Council operations. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
The general manager must ensure that a record is to be kept of the taking of an oath or the making of 
an affirmation (whether in the minutes of the council meeting or otherwise). 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/lga1993182/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/lga1993182/
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Budget & Financial Aspects 
Nil. 

Attachment 
Nil. 

Recommendation:  That the names of those Councillors completing the oath or affirmation be recorded 
in the minutes. 

In accordance with Section 233A of the Local Government Act the following Councillors swore an oath 
of office or made an affirmation of office respectively: 

Oath of Office 
Cr J Hunter 

Cr P Sharp 

Cr I Marston 

Affirmation of Office 
Cr J Walker 

Cr B Rushby 

Cr E Jones 

Cr R Mathews 

Cr G Driscoll 

Cr F Day 
 

ELECTION OF MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR 
(GM: 24/10608) 

Executive Summary 
Section 225 of the Local Government Act 1993 states that an area must have a mayor who is elected 
in accordance with the Act.  In accordance with section 230 of the Act a mayor elected by the councillors 
(as opposed to a mayor that is popularly elected) holds the office of mayor for two years. 

Councils that elect their mayor must hold a mayoral election within three (3) weeks of the declaration of 
the ordinary election. 

The councillors may also elect a person from among their number to be the deputy mayor.  The person 
may be elected for the mayoral term or a shorter term. 

The deputy mayor may exercise any function of the mayor at the request of the mayor or if the mayor is 
prevented by illness, absence or otherwise from exercising the function or if there is a casual vacancy 
in the office of mayor. 

Report 
Pursuant to section 226 of the Local Government Act the role of the mayor is to: 

a) Be the leader of the council and a leader in the local community, 

b) Advance community cohesion and promote civic awareness, 

c) Be the principal member and spokesperson of the governing body, including representing the 
views of the council as to its local priorities, 

d) Exercise, in cases of necessity, the policy-making functions of the governing body of the council 
between meetings of the council, 

e) Preside at meetings of the council, 

f) Ensure that meetings of the council are conducted efficiently, effectively and in accordance with 
this Act, 
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g) Ensure the timely development and adoption of the strategic plans, programs and policies of the 
council, 

h) Promote the effective and consistent implementation of the strategic plans, programs and policies 
of the council, 

i) Promote partnerships between the council and key stakeholders, 

j) Advise, consult with and provide strategic direction to the general manager in relation to the 
implementation of the strategic plans and policies of the council, 

k) In conjunction with the general manager, to ensure adequate opportunities and mechanisms for 
engagement between the council and the local community, 

l) Carry out the civic and ceremonial functions of the mayoral office, 

m) Represent the council on regional organisations and at inter-governmental forums at regional, 
State and Commonwealth level, 

n) In consultation with the councillors, to lead performance appraisals of the general manager, 

o) Exercise any other functions of the council that the council determines. 

The process for the election of a Mayor and Deputy Mayor is outlined in Clause 394 and Schedule 7 of 
the Local Government (General) Regulation which provide as follows: 

a) The General Manager (or a person appointed by the General Manager) is the returning officer.  

b) A councillor may be nominated without notice for election as mayor or deputy mayor.  

c) The nomination is to be made in writing by 2 or more councillors (one of whom may be the 
nominee). The nomination is not valid unless the nominee has indicated consent to the nomination 
in writing.  

d) The nomination is to be delivered or sent to the returning officer. (This can occur prior to or at the 
Council meeting at which the election will be held. Forms for this purpose have been circulated 
to all Councillors.) 

e) The returning officer is to announce the names of the nominees at the council meeting at which 
the election is to be held.  

f) If only one councillor is nominated, that councillor is elected.  

g) If more than one councillor is nominated, the council is to resolve whether the election is to 
proceed by preferential ballot, by ordinary ballot or by open voting.  

h) The election is to be held at the council meeting at which the council resolves on the method of 
voting.  

“Preferential ballot” and “ordinary ballot” referred to in g) above are secret ballots. “Open voting” means 
voting by a show of hands. 

In the case of an “ordinary ballot” and “open voting”, if there are only two (2) candidates, the candidate 
with the higher number of votes is elected.  If there are three or more candidates, the candidate with the 
lowest number of votes is excluded and a further vote is taken of the remaining candidates. 

In the case of a “preferential ballot” if a candidate has an absolute majority of first preference votes, that 
candidate is elected.  If not, the candidate with the lowest number of first preference votes is excluded 
and the votes on the unexhausted ballot-papers counted to him or her are transferred to the candidates 
with second preferences on those ballot-papers.  A candidate who then has an absolute majority of 
votes is elected. 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E1:  Meet all governance and regulatory requirements in the conduct of Council operations. 
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Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Councils that elect their mayor must hold a mayoral election within three (3) weeks of the declaration of 
the ordinary election. 

The election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor must be conducted in accordance with the Local Government 
Act and Schedule 7 of the Local Government (General) Regulation.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 
The allowance payable to the mayor has previously been determined by Council and provided for in the 
2024/25 Operational Plan Budget. 

Attachments 
Blank nomination forms have been provided to Councillors via email. 

Recommendation: That the election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor be conducted. 

 

Conduct of Election for Mayor 

The General Manager, as the Returning Officer for the mayoral election, announced that one nomination 
has been received for the office of mayor, that being for Cr Peter Sharp.  

The General Manager declared that Cr Peter Sharp is elected as mayor for the ensuing mayoral term 
ending in September 2026. 

 

Conduct of Election for Deputy Mayor 

The General Manager announced that one nomination has been received for the office of deputy mayor, 
the nomination being for Cr Gail Driscoll. 

The General Manager declared that Cr Driscoll is elected as deputy mayor for the ensuing term ending 
in September 2026. 

 
At this juncture (5.20pm) Cr Sharp assumed the Chair in his role as Mayor. 

 

APOLOGIES 
Nil. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING 
19 AUGUST 2024 

 
148/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Walker that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 

on Monday, 19 August 2024 as printed and circulated be taken as read and confirmed. 
 

DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY & NON-PECUNIARY 
INTERESTS 

Nil. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE 
Nil. 

 

REPORT ON MAYORAL & COUNCILLOR ACTIVITIES 
 Due to the Local Government Election held on 14 September 2024 there is no mayoral activities 

report.   

Councillors reported the following activities in the previous two months, encompassing the election 
period: 

Cr Fran Day 

25 August  Represented Mayor Greg Verdon at the Lockhart Lions Change Over, Lockhart. 

6 September Attended REROC’s 30th Anniversary Celebration Dinner, Wagga Wagga. 

12 September Attended the official opening of The Rock Community Centre, The Rock. 

9 October  Hosted Coffee with a Councillor event in Lockhart, with General Manager 
Gavin Rhodes in attendance. 

11 October Attended the Spirit of the Land Festival Awards Presentation, Lockhart. 

Cr Bob Mathews 

28-29 August  REROC energy conference looking at opportunities for local Councils and their 
residents to reduce energy as we head towards net zero carbon. 

4 September Met with the General Manager, Gavin Rhodes. 

7 September Lockhart Progress Association. 

Cr G Driscoll  

11 October Attended the Spirit of the Land Festival Awards Presentation 

14 October Attended the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) meeting 

18 October Attended a community meeting at The Rock with local Police officers. 

Cr B Rushby 

11 October Attended the Spirit of the Land Festival Awards Presentation. 

Cr P Sharp 

11 October Attended the Spirit of the Land Awards Presentation. 

14 October Attended the Sunday afternoon of the Festival. 

149/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Day and Mathews that the Report on Mayoral and Councillor 
Activities be received. 

 

URGENT MATTERS 
Nil. 

 

NOTICES OF MOTION 
Nil. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Nil. 

 
 

DELEGATES’ REPORTS 
Nil. 

 

STATUS REPORT/PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE ISSUED 
Status Report: Council Resolutions and Tasks to be finalised. 

 
Minute 

No: 
Officer 

to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 August 2024 

142/24 GM Policy Reviews 
that: 
1. Policy 2.45 Stock Movement and Grazing, 

be place on public exhibition for a period of 
not less than 28 days and any submissions 
received be considered prior to adopting the 
policy. 

2. Policy 3.31 Health and Wellbeing, as 
presented, be adopted. 

Policy 2.45 placed on Council’s 
website for public exhibition. 
 
The adoption of Policy 2.45 is on hold 
whilst further information is sought 
from Local Land Services on Council’s 
jurisdiction in this matter. 

141/24 GM Local Government Elections Update and 
Delegations 
That Council delegates the mayoral functions in 
accordance with Section 226 (a) (b) (h) (i) (l) 
and (m) listed below, to the General Manager, 
with the delegation to remain in force until such 
time as a mayoral election is held by the newly 
elected council: 
• “to be the leader of the council and a leader 

in the local community 
• to advance community cohesion and 

promote civic awareness 
• to be the spokesperson of the governing 

body, including representing the views of 
the council as to its local priorities 

• to promote the effective and consistent 
implementation of the strategic plans, 
programs and policies of the council 

• to promote partnerships between the 
council and key stakeholders 

• to carry out the civic and ceremonial 
functions of the mayoral office 

• to represent the council on regional 
organisations and at inter-governmental 
forums at regional, State and 
Commonwealth level.” 

Mayoral election to be held at meeting 
on 21 October 2024. 
Complete. 



Lockhart Shire Council 
Ordinary Meeting – 21 October 2024 

This is page 8 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Lockhart Shire Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart – 21 October 2024. 
  
  _________________________  
 CHAIRPERSON 

Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

136/24 DCCS Request for Financial Assistance – 
Explorers Rifle Club 
That Council contributes an amount of $500 
towards the Explorers Rifle Club Annual 
Shooting Competition and that the contribution 
be funded from the 2024/25 budget allocation 
for Section 356 contributions. 

Donation made – Cr Mathews 
represented Council at award 
presentation. 
Complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 June 2024 

125/24 DPE Planning Proposal for Existing R5 Large Lot 
Residential Land at South Lockhart 
Council: 
a. Endorses the Planning Proposal and 

forward it to the Minister for Planning 
seeking an Amendment to the Lockhart 
Local Environmental Plan 2012 and request 
that a Gateway Determination be issued, 
including the delegation of Plan making 
powers, so as to enable the public exhibition 
of the Planning Proposal pursuant to the 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 
1979; 

b. Upon receipt of a Gateway Determination 
under Section 56 of the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act 1979, places 
the Planning Proposal and any supporting 
material on public exhibition pursuant to any 
requirements of the Gateway Determination 
and Section 57 of the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act 1979; and 

c. Subject to the conditions of the Gateway 
Determination, undertakes those actions 
necessary to address outstanding matters. 

Council has received the Gateway 
Determination from the Dept of 
Planning and is working to satisfy the 
conditions prior to going on public 
exhibition. 

121/24 DE Management of Council’s Swimming Pools 
That Council calls for proposals from interested 
parties for a three-year lease to operate 
Council’s swimming pools at The Rock and 
Lockhart. 

Advertisements have been placed. 
Completed.  

120/24 GM Naming of 109 Green Street, Lockhart 
That Council invites naming proposals from the 
general community for the public open space at 
109 Green Street, Lockhart. 

Proposals invited up to 23 August 
2024. 
Report to be included in November 
2024 Business Paper. 

118/24 GM Riverina Regional Library – Deed of 
Agreement 2022-2026 
That authority be granted for the amended 
Riverina Regional Library 2022-2026 Deed of 
Agreement to be executed under Council’s 
seal. 

Riverina Regional Library will forward 
the Deed of Agreement for execution 
in the near future. 
Signed. 
Complete. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 June 2024 

107/24 DCCS Lockhart Long Day Care Services 
That, as the approved provider for childcare 
services operated from the Lockhart Central 
School library, Council meets the cost of 
modification and improvement works required 
for the purposes of extending the existing 
licence obtained for the Lockhart OOSH to 
include a long day care service. 

Resolution 107/24 approved funding of 
modifications. 
Dept of Education Asset Management 
Unit have put the scope of works out 
to tender. 
Verbal update to be provided. 

106/24 GM Lockhart Shire Audit, Risk and 
Improvement Committee - Appointment of 
Independent Chair and Independent 
Member 
1) Nick Tobin be appointed Independent 

Chair of the Lockhart Shire Council Audit, 
Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) 
for a four-year term. 

2) Kylie McRae and Raffaele D’Angelo be 
appointed independent members of the 
Lockhart Shire Council ARIC for a term of 
four years and two years respectively. 

3) Council appoints a Councillor as a non-
voting member of the ARIC at the first 
meeting of the newly elected Council 
following the forthcoming Local 
Government Elections. 

4) Section 4 of the ARIC Charter be amended 
to reflect the new composition of the ARIC 
and that a broader review of the Charter be 
undertaken by the ARIC once the new 
appointees are in place. 

 
 
 
 
1) Independent chair and 

independent members have been 
advised of their appointment. 
Complete. 

2) Independent chair and 
independent members have been 
advised of their appointment. 
Complete. 

3) To be determined at the October 
Council meeting.  Staff Report 6 
refers. 
Complete. 
 

4) Charter amended. Complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 15 April 2024 

65/24 GM Housing Initiatives and Opportunities for 
Council 
1. Development applications be prepared for 

the construction of two x three-bedroom 
units on an allotment in each of the two 
proposed subdivisions in Prichard Place, 
Lockhart. 

2. A development application be prepared for 
the construction of a single dwelling house 
on 65 Nicholas Street, The Rock for staff 
accommodation. 

3. Council endorses an approach being made 
to Transport for NSW regarding availability 
to purchase Lots 4/5 and 7/8 Section 14, 
Nicholas Street, The Rock. 

4. Council enquires whether a preliminary 
investigation has been undertaken with 
respect to contamination in relation to the 
property situated at 50 Urana Street, The 
Rock. 

 
 
1. Plans to support a DA to be 

prepared. 
 
 
 

2. Plans to support a DA to be 
prepared. 
 
 

3. Approach made to TfNSW, awaiting 
a response. 
 
 

4. Enquiries have been made and the 
selling agent has confirmed that no 
investigation has been undertaken 
with respect to contamination on the 
land. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

57/24 DE Brookong Creek Masterplan 
That Council implements the improvements 
that form part of the Brooking Creek Masterplan 
and are outlined in this report, utilising the grant 
funding received under Round 5 of the Stronger 
Country Communities Fund. 

Landscaping works have commenced, 
including stormwater drainage and site 
preparation. New water meter has 
been installed and new electricity 
meter installation is imminent. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 September 2023 

163/23 GM Magnolia Lodge and Youth Flats 
1) Concept plans be prepared for the 

development of additional accommodation 
on the Magnolia Lodge site in Green Street 
and the Youth Flats site in Drummond Street 
Lockhart to facilitate further investigation 
and negotiation with the NSW Land and 
Housing Corporation; and 

2) A further report be presented to Council at a 
future meeting regarding the Prichard Place 
Lockhart residential developments and the 
proposal to withhold from sale one or two 
lots for the purposes of developing them for 
rental accommodation. 

 
1) Concept plans have been prepared 

and forwarded to the NSW Land 
and Housing Corporation for 
feedback. 
 
 
 

2) Complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 13 February 2023 

26/23 GM Proposed Acquisition of Land 
That, subject to obtaining the landowner’s 
consent, Council authorises the General 
Manager to prepare and submit a development 
application for the development of a car park on 
the land situated at Lot 2 DP1196082. 

Determination of the DA has been 
referred to a neighbouring council in 
accordance with Policy 2.58 Conflicts 
of Interest – Council Related 
Developments. 

9/23 GM/DE Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements 
In accordance with the outcome of the 
Councillor Workshop held earlier in the day, 
Council nominates the following projects for 
funding under the Local Government Recovery 
Grants Program: 
1. Emily Street, The Rock – drainage 

improvements 
2. Cole Street, Yerong Creek – drainage 

improvements 
3. Green Street West, Lockhart – drainage 

improvements 
4. Flood Detour Road – culvert installation 
5. Waste Mgt Facilities Access Roads 
6. Community information initiative (social 

media) 
7. Access Road – Golf Club 

Projects have been approved. Project 
status will be distributed to Councillors 
via grant funding project list.  
Complete.  
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 July 2022 

141/22 GM Request for Council to Purchase Private 
Access 
Council agrees to the request in principle 
subject to Council and the applicants agreeing 
to a reasonable cost sharing arrangement. 

Subject land has been transferred to 
Council and dedicated as public road. 
Payment has been received from 
landowners in accordance with agreed 
cost sharing arrangement. 
Upgrading of the road to be scheduled. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 August 2021 

148/21 GM Proposed “Tim Fischer Way” 
Council to reinstate investigations into the 
erection of tourism signage indicating “Tim 
Fischer Way”. 

Complete. - 
https://www.visitlockhartshire.com.au/t
im-fischer-way/  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 August 2024 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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DCCS Cr Mathews: Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates 
Referred to a recent newspaper report of other 
councils selling properties for unpaid rates and 
asked if that was a possibility in Lockhart Shire. 

A review of properties with unpaid rates 
and eligibility for potential sale is 
currently being conducted. 

GM Cr Mathews: Lockhart Progress 
Association 
Advised that the Progress Association has 
raised concerns that there is no signage 
directing people to Lockhart, particularly 
brown/white tourist signs, on the Sturt and 
Olympic Highways and asked if this could this 
be investigated. 

The TEDO is working directly with the 
Lockhart Progress Association and this 
matter is on the agenda for the next 
Tourism & Economic Development 
Steering Committee meeting for 
consideration. 

DE Cr Driscoll: Road Damage, near Piggery, 
Pleasant Hills 
Has received reports that traffic numbers have 
caused deterioration of Dick Knobels Road, 
Semmlers Road and Robertsons Lane, in the 
vicinity of the piggery.  Feedlotting of sheep is 
happening in that area, which is leading to 
increased traffic.  Cr Driscoll asked if Council 
could investigate, including whether the owners 
of that business could be requested to 
contribute to the road repairs as was included 
in the development approval? 

Development approval only permits 
travel on Semmlers Road. Will be 
referred to Compliance Officer for 
action. Upgrades to road infrastructure 
triggered when development expands 
to Stage 2.  
Complete.  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 15 July 2024 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 DE Cr Marston: Back Lanes, The Rock 
Acknowledged that work has been completed 
on some back lanes in The Rock and asked if 
there were any plans to complete works on the 
remaining lanes. 

Director Engineering requested 
Cr Marston to provide list of back lanes 
being referred to.  

https://www.visitlockhartshire.com.au/tim-fischer-way/
https://www.visitlockhartshire.com.au/tim-fischer-way/
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 20 May 2024 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 DE Cr Sharp: Grading Works, Wide Lane 
Has received positive comments regarding 
grading works carried out on Wide Lane and 
has also received requests for “Dry Weather 
Only” signs to be placed at each end of this 
road to minimise damage in wet weather. 

Complete.  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 20 May 2024 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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GM Cr Mathews: Border Trust 
Advised that he, along with the General 
Manager and Director of Corporate and 
Community Services met with Ms Sue Gold, 
Executive Officer of the Border Trust.  
Cr Mathews suggested Ms Gold could be 
invited to address a future meeting of Council 
and believes membership of the Trust could be 
advantageous. 

Border Trust has been contacted with 
a view to making arrangements to 
address the newly elected council in 
several months’ time.  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 February 2024 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
ue

st
io

ns
 

& 
 

St
at

em
en

ts
 

DE Cr Rockliff: Fairy Lights, Lockhart Main 
Street 
Asked if the fairy lights in the shopping precinct 
can be repaired and/or reinstated? 

Fairy lights west of lamp posts not able 
to be repaired and need replacing. 
Quotes being sourced.  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 20 November 2023 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 DE Cr Mathews: Councillor Dress 
Suggested an option somewhere between the 
blazer and a polo shirt might be appropriate for 
attending conferences etc. 

Held over until commencement of new 
council in September 2024. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 October 2023 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 DCCS Cr Sharp: Pleasant Hills Tennis Courts 
Asked if there was a timeframe for repairs to 
the tennis courts to be carried out? 

Bottom two courts were completed by 
30 June 2024. 
Top two courts require excavation and 
levelling work. 
Drainage and sub-base being 
prepared. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 September 2023 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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DE Cr Verdon: Lodge Road 
Advised this road, which provides access to 
The Rock Cemetery, is deteriorating rapidly 
and requires attention. 

Complete.  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 21 November 2022 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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DCCS Cr Hunter: Tiled Wall outside The Rock Gym 
Referred to a problem with tiles on the external 
wall of The Rock Pool near the gym and asked 
what was being done to rectify the issue. 

Retiling wall has commenced. 
A further verbal update will be provided 
at the Council meeting. 
Quotes for tiling being sourced. 
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Correspondence Received 

Date sent to 
Councillors 

From Subject 

3 October 2024 Executive Assistant Invitation – Spirit of the Land Festival Award 
Presentation 

11 October 2024 General Manager Councillor Update 

Recommendation:  That the Status Report and Correspondence Précis be received. 
 
150/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Walker that the Status Report and Correspondence 

Précis be received. 
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STAFF REPORTS 
STRATEGIC DIRECTION A:  A Connected and Resilient Community 
 
1. AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS 2024 

(GM: 24/11871) 

Executive Summary 
The purpose of this report is to outline the arrangements for the 2024 Australia Day celebrations and 
the Australia Day Awards nomination process. 

Report 
Australia Day 2024 will be celebrated on Sunday, 26 January 2025. 

In recent years the Council’s Australia Day celebrations have been held at: 

2024 The Rock Recreation Ground 
2023 Lockhart Swimming Pool (hosted by the Lockhart Football & Netball Club) 
2022 Pleasant Hills Recreation Ground 
2021 Yerong Creek Public Hall 
2020 The Rock Swimming Pool (hosted by The Rock Recreation Ground Management Committee) 
2019 Lockhart Swimming Pool (hosted by the Lockhart Football & Netball Club) 
The Rock Recreation Ground Management Committee hosted the 2024 Australia Day event.  It is 
suggested that expressions of interest from community groups will be sought via the newsletter and 
Facebook.  

Council provides a subsidy to the host organisation of $3,500 to put on the event which also provides a 
fundraising opportunity for the organisation. 

It is proposed that nominations be invited for the following categories by the closing date of 29 November 
2024: 

1. Citizen of the Year  

2. Young Citizen of the Year  

3. Sportsperson of the Year  

4. Australia Day Award 

5. School Achiever Award 

6. Discretionary Awards 

A notice will be placed in Council’s October and November Community Newsletter, posted on Council’s 
website and the Lockhart Community Facebook page as well as placed in numerous shop windows in 
the Shire. 

It has been Council’s practice to appoint an Australia Day Awards Committee to consider the 
nominations received and make recommendations to Council. Last year the Awards Committee 
comprised Councillors Day, Hunter, Sharp and Walker. 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
A1:  We value spending time with each other and want more opportunities to come together  

A1:  Facilitate and support our community to deliver vibrant and dynamic community events. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Nil. 
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Budget & Financial Aspects 
Provision has been made in Council’s 2024/25 Operational Plan Budget for the hosting of the 2025 
Australia Day celebrations and Awards ceremony. 

Attachments 
Nil. 

Recommendation:  That Council: 

1. Advertises in the Council Newsletter and on social media for a host committee for the 2025 
Australia Day celebrations; and  

2. Determines the composition of the Australia Day Awards Committee for the 2025 Awards. 
 
151/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Jones that Council: 

1. Advertises in the Council Newsletter and on social media for a host committee for the 2025 
Australia Day celebrations; and  

2. Crs Hunter, Cr Day and Cr Walker comprise the Australia Day Awards Committee for the 2025 
Awards. 

 
 
STRATEGIC DIRECTION B:  A Dynamic and Prosperous Economy 
 
Nil. 
 
 
STRATEGIC DIRECTION C:  An Environment that is Respected and 
Protected 
 
Nil. 
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION D: Infrastructure for the Long-Term Needs of the 
Community 
 
2. ENGINEERING REPORT 

(DE) 

Executive Summary 
Monthly report on engineering matters. 

Report 
Council is awaiting announcement of successful projects for the Community Energy Upgrades Fund.  

Council issued contracts for the Lockhart Pool to Mr Cory Grice, and The Rock Pool to Mr Luke 
Mazzochi.  

Pools are on schedule to open late October subject to suitable weather conditions. 

Staff have been busy with Lockhart Picnic Races and Spirit of the Land preparation and clean-up. Street 
sweeper attended early October. 

The Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting was held in Lockhart on 11 October.  

Councils Road Safety Officer arranged Load Restraint Training for staff.  

Oncall roster has been developed. Any after hours emergencies should be referred to 0427 205 305 
which can be accessed by 69 205 305. 

a) Works 

Regional Roads 

• Ongoing - Various Locations: Continuation of routine spot patching to maintain road 
surface safety and quality. 

• Programmed Works 
o MR370 Lockhart Kywong Road – Line marking 
o MR370 Albury and MR59 Lockhart Collingullie Road - Heavy Patching  

Local Sealed Roads 

• Completed – Tootool Mittagong Road / Yerong Creek Road: Drainage and pavement 
works have been completed. 

• Ongoing - Various Locations: Routine maintenance and spot patching continue to 
ensure the safety and integrity of the local road network. 

• Programmed Works 
o Matthews Street: Kerb and gutter pavement work near the Post Office. 
o Green Street: Footpath upgrade. 

Local Unsealed Roads 

• Completed Resheeting Works: Resheeting completed on Gilmores Lane (0-2 km). 

• Ongoing Flood Recovery Efforts: Continued focus on repairing flood damage from the 
1001 and 1034 flood events, with work prioritised in critical areas to restore access and 
road safety. 

• Programmed Works 
o Resheet Geddes Lane (1.24 km - 2.42 km) 
o Resheet Bulloc Hill Road (3.9 km - 5.6 km) 
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Summary 

Progress continues across both sealed and unsealed road networks, with major drainage and 
pavement works completed, alongside ongoing routine maintenance.  Flood recovery efforts 
remain a priority, focussing on resheeting and critical repair work in affected areas.  As we 
approach the summer months, typically our preferred period for road building due to drier 
conditions, we anticipate working in conjunction with the harvest period.  Residents should expect 
some delays as we balance road improvements with maintaining access to silos.  The Council 
remains committed to enhancing road safety and infrastructure resilience while minimising 
disruptions to agricultural activities. 

b) Parks & Gardens 

Parks and Gardens staff have been extremely busy in recent weeks as the growing season kicks 
into gear and staff shortages play their part as well. 

Both The Rock and Lockhart pools have been getting regular attention as we endeavour to 
present them to new contractors in a pristine condition, this includes not only the upkeep of 
grounds and facilities, but also water quality checks and the regular addition of chemicals etc. 

The Lockhart Picnic races, and the Spirit of the Land Festival have added considerably to our 
workload, and I commend staff for their efforts in presenting Lockhart as well as they have. 

Staff will now shift their attention towards preparing our towns for the Christmas holiday period 
with mowing and general gardening practices playing a major role. 

Legislative Policy and Planning Implications 
Nil. 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
D1: Our assets and infrastructure are well planned and managed to meet the needs of the community 

now and into the future. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 
Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget. 

Attachments 
Nil. 

Recommendation:  That Council notes the information provided in the Engineering report. 
 
152/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Jones and Driscoll that Council notes the information provided in 

the Engineering Report. 
 
 
3. PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT 

(DPE) 

Executive Summary 
Monthly report on priority weeds, environmental matters and development approvals. 

Background Information 
a) Biosecurity 

WEEDS 
Property Inspections 

Inspections were carried out on properties which had an extensive history of priority weeds.  
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The most commonly found weeds were Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), Horehound 
(Marrubium vulgare), Privet (Ligustrum sp.), St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum), Coolatai 
grass (Hyparrhenia hirta), Sweet briar (Rosa rubiginosa), Green cestrum (Cestrum parqui), 
Ground asparagus (Asparagus aethiopicus), Prickly pear (Opuntia sp.), Wild radish (Raphanus 
raphanistrum), and Giant reed (Arundo donax) respectively. 

No. of 1st 
Inspections 

No. of Re-
inspections 

required 

No. of 2nd 
Inspections 

No. of 
Biosecurity 

Undertakings 
Accepted 

No. of 
Biosecurity 
Directions 

Issued 

No. of 3rd 
Inspections 

No. of4th 
Inspections 

6 6 8 0 0 0 0 

Control Program 

Priority has been given to the control of Wild radish (Raphanus raphanistrum), Horehound 
(Marrubium vulgare), and Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides) on roadside reserves and 
council-managed land. 

Bridal creeper was controlled at The Rock Waste Facility, on Western Road and on McKintys 
Lane. 

Horehound was controlled at The Rock Waste Facility, and on Lockhart Collingullie Road and 
County Boundary Road. 

St. Barnaby’s thistle (Centaurea solstitialis) was controlled at The Rock Waste Facility. 

Historic Spinifex spiny burrgrass (Cenchrus spinifex) sites were sprayed for safe measure, on 
Western Road, Urana Lockhart Road and County Boundary Road.  No spinifex spiny burrgrass 
plants were identified. 

DrumMUSTER 

The September drumMUSTER collection event occurred at Lockhart on Tuesday, 10 September 
at which 5314 drums were inspected, raising $1,636.71 for St. Joseph’s School.  The Rock 
collection event occurred on Thursday, 12 September.  During this event 4224 drums were 
inspected, raising $1,182.72 for The Rock Men’s Shed.  

NSW RFS Fire Hazard Reduction 

NSW RFS Fire Hazard Reduction on High Risk Roads occurred on the roadside shoulders of 
Lockhart Collingullie Road, Lockhart Kywong Road, Wattles Road, Lockhart The Rock Road, 
Albury Road, Urana Lockhart Road, Yuluma Road, Webbs Lane, Bryan Westblade Road, 
Lockhart Boree Creek Road, Western Road, Soldier Settlement Road, Bidgeemia Road, County 
Boundary Road, Pleasant Hills Road, Henty Pleasant Hills Road, Woodend Fiveways Road, 
Grubben Road, and Bullenbong The Rock Road. 

b) Development Approvals: This report advises of the Development Application Approvals for 
August and September 2024. 

DA/CDC No. Development Site of Development Applicant Value 

01/25 Conversion of existing 
garage into secondary 
dwelling 

18 Semmens Road, The Rock John Burton $19,855 

03/25 Shed, Carport & Patio 20 Roberts Street, Milbrulong Remy Chadwick $97,857 

04/25 Demolition/Removal of 
Dwelling 

3 Urana Street, Lockhart Lockhart Shire 
Council 

$20,000 

05/25 Demolition/Removal of 
Dwelling 

77 Urana Street, Lockhart Lockhart Shire 
Council 

$20,000 
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DA/CDC No. Development Site of Development Applicant Value 

07/25 Shed 17 Emily Street, The Rock Jon Prior $18,000 

08/25 Dwelling & Subdivision 13 Ryan Street, Pleasant Hills Yvonne Lee $300,000 

09/25 Rectify & Repair existing 
dwelling 

91 Urana Street, The Rock Leonie Lovell $18,000 

11/25 Dwelling 11 Carson Road, The Rock Kristy Campbell $528,947 

   Total $1,022,659 

Legislative Policy and Planning Implications 
Weed inspections and associated activities are carried out in accordance the Biosecurity Act 2015 and 
associated regulations. 

Development applications are processed under the provisions of the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979. 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
C2: Flora and fauna are protected across the Shire. 

D2: Our planning and development controls work to attract new residents and investment. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 
Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget. 

Attachments 
Nil.  

Recommendation:  That Council notes the information provided in the Planning and Environment 
report. 

 
153/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mathews and Marston that Council notes the information provided 

in the Planning and Environment Report. 
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION E:  Strong Leadership and Governance 
 
4. LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNTBACK ELECTIONS 

(GM: 24/9792) 

Executive Summary 
NSW councils have the option to fill vacancies by way of a countback election instead of a by-election. 
To take advantage of this option it is necessary for the Council to pass a resolution at the first ordinary 
council meeting following the elections on 19 October 2024 confirming that it wishes to have the option 
to fill vacancies by way of a countback. 

Report 
Where a casual vacancy occurs on the Council it was, prior to the 2021 local government elections, 
necessary to conduct a by-election to fill that vacancy.  However, councils now have the option to fill 
vacancies by way of a countback election instead of a by-election.  

To take advantage of this option the vacancy will have to occur within 18 months of the previous ordinary 
election.  It will also be necessary for the council to pass a resolution at the first ordinary council meeting 
following the elections on 19 October 2024 confirming that it wishes to have the option to fill vacancies 
by way of a countback. 

A countback election is used to elect a councillor to fill a single vacancy, where the vacating councillor 
was elected under the proportional representation method (i.e. where two or more candidates were 
elected at a local government ordinary election).  If there are multiple vacancies, a separate countback 
election is held for each vacancy. 

In the case of a countback election the returning officer contacts all unelected candidates from the local 
government ordinary election who may still qualify to be elected to the office of councillor.  Where the 
candidate is interested, they must submit a formal application to the returning officer. All candidates who 
submit and do not withdraw their application, become eligible candidates for the countback election. 

The timeline for a countback election is as follows: 

• The Electoral Commissioner is notified of a casual vacancy, within seven days of it occurring. 

• A returning officer is appointed within 14 days of the notification of the vacancy. 

• Casual vacancy notices are issued 2 to 14 days from the appointment of the returning officer. 

• Where a candidate is interested, they must submit a formal application to the returning officer. 
The application period closes after 10 days of the notices being issued. 

• The countback is conducted within 14 days of the vacancy notices being issued. 

• It may take up to a month for the results to be declared.  

A countback election must be completed within 49 days, and applications for candidates to participate 
is open for 10 days. 

If there are no eligible candidates, an attendance by-election must be held.  If there is only one eligible 
candidate, that candidate is elected.  If there are multiple eligible candidates, a countback election is 
conducted.  In a countback election, the returning officer: 

1. Uses preference data from ballot papers from the previous local government ordinary election. 

2. Uses the same proportional representation method used in the original election. 

3. Effectively re-runs the election making the vacating councillor ineligible and distributing each of 
their ballot papers to the next preference on the ballot paper. 

4. If a non-eligible candidate would be elected, the election is re-run with that candidate’s ballot 
papers also distributed to their next preference on the ballot paper. 

5. The returning officer re-runs the countback until an eligible candidate is elected. 
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Eligible candidates and the council are then notified of the result. 

At a countback election, a sitting councillor cannot be unelected, and non-eligible candidates cannot be 
elected. 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E1: Promote the increased participation of local people in local government and the community. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Pursuant to section 291 of the Local Government Act a countback election may be used to fill a casual 
vacancy in the office of a councillor if: 

a) the casual vacancy occurs within 18 months after the date of the last ordinary election of the 
councillors for the area, and 

b) the council has at its first meeting following that ordinary election of councillors, by resolution, 
declared that any such casual vacancy is to be filled by a countback of votes cast at the last 
election for that office. 

Section 291 does not apply to a casual vacancy in the office of a councillor if the councillor who vacated 
office was elected: 

(a) in an election using the optional preferential voting system, or 

(b) in an election without a poll being required to be held. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 
A countback election is conducted by the NSW Electoral Commission and is more cost effective than 
an attendance by-election. 

Attachments 
Nil. 

Recommendation: That, pursuant to Section 291 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993, Council 
declares that in the event of a casual vacancy in the office of councillor occurring within 18 months after 
the date of the last ordinary election of councillors, such casual vacancy is to be filled by a countback of 
votes cast at the last election for that office. 

 
154/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Day that pursuant to Section 291 (b) of the Local 

Government Act 1993, Council declares that in the event of a casual vacancy in the office of councillor 
occurring within 18 months after the date of the last ordinary election of councillors, such casual 
vacancy is to be filled by a countback of votes cast at the last election for that office. 

 
 
5. APPOINTMENT OF DELEGATES/MEMBERS 

(GM: 24/12397) 

Executive Summary 
Council is represented on various internal and external committees and other organisations of which it 
is a member.  Generally, Council’s delegates to these committees and organisations are appointed for 
the term of the Council but can be reviewed by Council at any time. 

Report 
Following is a table listing the committees and organisations in which Council is represented and the 
respective Councillor representative prior to the 14 September 2024 election. 

A short description of the committees’ and organisations’ role is also provided. 

In some cases, such as where it is a statutory committee or organisation, Council’s delegate is 
determined by the organisation’s constitution or by legislation. 
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COMMITTEE OR ORGANISATION COUNCIL DELEGATE(S) 

Riverina Water Cr Driscoll 

Riverina Eastern Regional Organisation of Councils Cr Verdon, Cr Rockliff and General 
Manager 

Riverina Joint Organisation   Cr Verdon, Cr Rockliff and General 
Manager 

Riverina Regional Library Advisory Committee Cr Day, Alternate Cr Sharp 

Lockhart Local Emergency Management Committee Cr Marston, Director Engineering 

Regional Emergency Management Committee  Director Engineering, Cr Marston 

Country Mayors Association of NSW Mayor, alt. Deputy Mayor 

Riverina Fire Zone Bush Fire Management Committee Cr Verdon, Alt. Cr Walker 

Riverina Fire Zone – Service Level Agreement Liaison 
Committee 

Cr Verdon, Alt. Cr Walker 

Lockhart and The Rock Floodplain Management 
Committees 

Lockhart: Mayor and A Ward Crs 
The Rock: Mayor and C Ward Crs 

Magnolia Lodge Tenancy Advisory Committee  Cr Rockliff and Cr Mathews 

Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee  Cr Rockliff 

Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee 
Terms of Reference state only one councillor representative 
from each ward. 

A Ward – Cr Day and Cr Mathews 
B Ward – Cr Sharp  
C Ward – Cr Marston 

Lockhart Shire Traffic Committee  Director of Engineering and the 
Road Safety Officer 

Progress Associations Lockhart – Cr Mathews 
The Rock – Cr Driscoll 

Local Health Advisory Committee General Manager 

Police and Community Consultation Group Cr Verdon, Cr Walker, General 
Manager 

Murray Darling Association Mayor Cr Verdon, Cr Driscoll  

Section 355 Management Committees 
− Lockhart Recreation Ground  
− Lockhart Showground and Racecourse  
− Osborne Recreation Ground  
− The Rock Recreation Ground  
− The Rock Showground and Racecourse  
− Yerong Creek Recreation Ground  

 
Cr Rockliff 
Cr Day 
Cr Sharp 
Cr Marston 
Cr Walker 
Cr Hunter 

Community Consultative Committee – Inland Rail Cr Verdon 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E2: Provide effective community engagement practices with the community. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Nil. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 
Nil. 
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Attachments 
Nil. 

Recommendation:  That Council determines its delegates to the respective committees and 
organisations listed in the report for the ensuing term. 

 
155/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Walker that the following councillors be appointed as 

delegates to the respective committees and organisations listed for the ensuing term. 
 

COMMITTEE OR ORGANISATION COUNCIL DELEGATE(S) 

Riverina Water Cr Driscoll 

Riverina Eastern Regional Organisation of Councils Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General 
Manager 

Riverina Joint Organisation   Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General 
Manager 

Riverina Regional Library Advisory Committee Cr Day, Alt. Cr Sharp 

Lockhart Local Emergency Management Committee Director Engineering & Cr Marston 

Regional Emergency Management Committee  Director Engineering & Cr Marston 

Country Mayors Association of NSW Mayor, alt. Deputy Mayor 

Riverina Fire Zone Bush Fire Management Committee Cr Walker, General Manager, alt. 
Cr Sharp 

Riverina Fire Zone – Service Level Agreement Liaison 
Committee 

Cr Walker, General Manager, alt. 
Cr Sharp 

Lockhart and The Rock Floodplain Management 
Committees 

Lockhart: Mayor and A Ward Crs 
The Rock: Mayor and C Ward Crs 

Magnolia Lodge Tenancy Advisory Committee  Cr Mathews, Cr Day 

Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee  Cr Driscoll (Observer) 

Tourism and Economic Development Steering Committee 
Terms of Reference state only one councillor representative 
from each ward. 

A Ward – Cr Jones 
B Ward – Cr Walker 
C Ward – Cr Rushby 

Lockhart Shire Traffic Committee  Director of Engineering and the 
Road Safety Officer 

Progress Associations Lockhart – Cr Mathews 
The Rock – Cr Driscoll 

Local Health Advisory Committee General Manager 

Police and Community Consultation Group Mayor, Cr Walker, General 
Manager 

Murray Darling Association Mayor, Cr Driscoll 

Section 355 Management Committees 
− Lockhart Recreation Ground  
− Lockhart Showground and Racecourse  
− Osborne Recreation Ground  
− The Rock Recreation Ground  
− The Rock Showground and Golf Course  
− Yerong Creek Recreation Ground  
− Lockhart & District Historical Society 

 
Cr Mathews 
Cr Mathews 
Cr Sharp 
Cr Marston 
Cr Walker 
Cr Hunter 
Cr Day 
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COMMITTEE OR ORGANISATION COUNCIL DELEGATE(S) 

− Pleasant Hills Recreation Ground 
− The Rock Regional Observatory 
− Lockhart Golf Course 
− Lockhart Airstrip 

Cr Sharp 
Cr Driscoll 
Cr Mathews 
Cr Rushby 

Community Consultative Committee – Inland Rail Mayor 
 
 
6. LOCAL GOVERNMENT NSW ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

(GM: 24/11872) 

Executive Summary 
Council is required to determine its voting delegate and other attendees to the Annual Conference of 
Local Government NSW (LGNSW). 

LGNSW Annual Conference 
LGNSW is the peak industry body representing NSW councils. It is also the registered employer 
organisation representing NSW councils in industrial matters and in award negotiations with the relevant 
unions. 

The LGNSW Annual Conference is the annual policy-making event for all NSW councils.  Councils are 
provided with the opportunity to submit motions for consideration and debate by delegates.  Motions 
passed at the Conference become Resolutions, which LGNSW takes forward on behalf of councils as 
part of the sector’s advocacy agenda.  

This year the Annual Conference will be held from Sunday 17 November to Tuesday 19 November 2024 
at the Tamworth Regional Entertainment Centre. 

Historically, the Mayor has attended the Conference as the Council’s voting delegate along with the 
General Manager.  However, the Councillors’ Professional Development Program adopted by Council 
also makes provision for one other councillor to attend the LGNSW Annual Conference each year in 
addition to the mayor. 

As early bird registrations for LGNSW members closed on 25 September 2024, the General Manager 
registered three (3) attendees for the conference. By completing the conference registrations early, 
savings of $1,110 were realised.  Therefore, endorsement by Council of the General Manager’s actions 
in completing the conference registrations during the early bird period is sought. 

The deadline for councils to provide the names of their voting delegates is Wednesday, 6 November 
2024. 

Member councils were invited to put forward motions prior to 20 October 2024 to be considered at the 
Conference, however this was not possible for Lockhart Shire due to the timing of the recent election.   

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E3:  Advocate for the appropriate representation of the needs of the Lockhart Shire community at a 

state and regional level. 

E3: Continue to lead and advocate on key social and community issues. 

E3: Ensure Council staff and Councillors participate regularly in professional development to support 
high quality customer service and professional skills. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
The LGNSW Annual Conference is the annual policy-making event for all NSW councils.   
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Budget & Financial Aspects 
The LGNSW Annual Conference costs are provided for in the 2023/24 Budget, except for any partner 
costs not covered by Council’s policy, which will be on-charged, if applicable. 

Attachment 
Nil. 

Recommendation: That Council: 

a) Nominates the Mayor, Cr Sharp, as its voting delegate for the Annual Conference; and 

b) Endorse the actions of the General Manager in registering the Mayor, General Manager and one 
other councillor during the early bird registration period to attend the 2024 LGNSW Annual 
Conference in Tamworth, from 17 to 19 November 2024. 

156/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Jones and Day that Council: 

a) Nominates the Mayor, Cr Sharp, as its voting delegate for the Annual Conference; and 

b) Endorse the actions of the General Manager in registering the Mayor, General Manager and 
one other councillor during the early bird registration period to attend the 2024 LGNSW Annual 
Conference in Tamworth, from 17 to 19 November 2024. 
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7. INVESTMENT AND BANK BALANCES REPORT – AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2024 
(DCCS: 24/12734 AND 24/12735) 

Executive Summary 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the funds that have been invested and bank account 
balances. 

Report 
It is required under Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Section 625 of 
the Local Government Act 1993 to provide the Council with a written report each month detailing all 
money that Council has invested. 



Lockhart Shire Council 
Ordinary Meeting – 21 October 2024 

This is page 27 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Lockhart Shire Council held in the Council 
Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart – 21 October 2024. 
  
  _________________________  
 CHAIRPERSON 

Cash at Bank 
August 2024 

 

Opening Combined Cashbook Balance 1,186,284.74
Add: Total Receipts

Miscellaneous 7,093.90
Rates 1,157,779.59
Debtors 38,532.08
Interest on Investments 8,844.91
Caravan Park Takings 14,385.00
DEFT Transfer to Bendigo Bank 113,000.00
Rockoosh CCS & Inclusion Support Payments 2,374.33
Development / Planning Applications 10,978.52
Rockoosh Payments 3,454.84
BAS Refund - July 2024 172,717.00
Tip Fees 3,480.00
Sale of Plant #2207 35,697.50
Traffic Facilities, Supp & Block Grant 575,000.00
Financial Assistance Grant 193,174.00

2,336,511.67
Less: Total Payments 1,971,120.40

New Investments 0
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 1,551,676.01

Closing Bank Statement Balance Bendigo Bank 1,477,306.54
Macquarie Bank 6,554.95
Bendigo Bank-Prichard Trust 31,923.79

1,515,785.28
Add: Outstanding Deposits 36,139.63

1,551,924.91
Less: Outstanding Cheques 248.90
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 1,551,676.01

Investments:
IMB 4.85            500,000.00 5.87
Macquarie Bank 4.78 1,000,000.00        11.74
National Australia Bank 5.00 500,000.00           5.87
National Australia Bank 5.00 500,000.00           5.87
National Australia Bank 5.00 500,000.00           5.87
Beyond Bank 5.10 500,000.00           5.87
National Australia Bank 5.00 500,000.00           5.87
Bendigo Bank 4.74 1,000,000.00        11.74
Bank of Queensland 4.90 700,000.00           8.22
Bendigo Bank 4.79 500,000.00           5.87
Bendigo Bank 5.10 250,000.00           2.94
Bank of Queensland 5.30 500,000.00           5.87
Bendigo Bank 5.25 1,000,000.00        11.74
National Australia Bank 5.40 500,000.00           5.87
Bendigo At Call 66,072.20             0.78

8,516,072.20        100.00

AMOUNT
General Fund 1490-3000-0000 -1220767.76
Combined Sewerage 8490-3000-0000 2740519.98
Trust Fund 9991-3000-0000 31923.79

1,551,676.01 1,551,676.01
TOTAL FUNDS HELD ARE: 10,067,748.21      

% of Total
Interest Rate per 

Annum  Amount Invested 
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September 2024 

 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E1: Council is strong, sustainable and able to stand alone.  

E1: Plan for the long-term sustainability of the Shire. 

E1: Meet all governance and regulatory requirements in the conduct of Council operations. 

Legislative Policy and Planning Implications 
- Local Government Act 1993 Section 625 Investments. 

- Local Government (General) Regulation Clause 212. 

Opening Combined Cashbook Balance 1,551,676.01
Add: Total Receipts

Miscellaneous 6,075.75
Rates 317,021.08
Debtors 80,401.31
Interest on Investments 72,152.52
Caravan Park Takings 13,323.50
Rockoosh CCS & Inclusion Support Payments 1,812.03
Development / Planning Applications 38,521.10
Rockoosh Payments 2,942.73
Tip Fees 3,085.00
Sale of Plant #1730 129,802.00
Grant Funding - New Walking Paths 56,575.00
Incoming Employee LSL 19,338.07
Redeemed Investment - NAB 500,000.00
Redeemed Investment - Macquarie 1,000,000.00

2,249,233.77
Less: Total Payments 2,592,670.51

New Investments 0
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 1,208,239.27

Closing Bank Statement Balance Bendigo Bank 1,184,085.03
Macquarie Bank 19,679.52
Bendigo Bank-Prichard Trust 31,934.61

1,235,699.16
Add: Outstanding Deposits 2,867.41

1,238,566.57
Less: Outstanding Cheques 30,327.30
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 1,208,239.27

Investments:
Bank of Queensland 4.35            500,000.00 6.24
Bank of Queensland 4.90 500,000.00           6.24
Bank of Queensland 4.60 700,000.00           8.73
Bank of Queensland 5.30 500,000.00           6.24
Bendigo Bank At Call 66,072.20             0.82
Bendigo Bank 5.10 250,000.00           3.12
Bendigo Bank 4.74 1,000,000.00        12.47
Bendigo Bank 5.00 500,000.00           6.24
Bendigo Bank 5.25 1,000,000.00        12.47
Beyond Bank 4.95 500,000.00           6.24
IMB 4.85 500,000.00           6.24
National Australia Bank 4.95 500,000.00           6.24
National Australia Bank 5.00 500,000.00           6.24
National Australia Bank 5.00 500,000.00           6.24
National Australia Bank 5.40 500,000.00           6.24

8,016,072.20        100.00

AMOUNT
General Fund 1490-3000-0000 -1623497.96
Combined Sewerage 8490-3000-0000 2799802.62
Trust Fund 9991-3000-0000 31934.61

1,208,239.27 1,208,239.27
TOTAL FUNDS HELD ARE: 9,224,311.47        

% of Total
Interest Rate per 

Annum  Amount Invested 
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Budget and Financial Aspects 
August: Council’s 2024/25 Operational Budget has forecast a total of $408,000 income from interest 
on investments for General Fund & Sewer Fund combined. For the period July to August 2024, the 
average end of month balance of funds invested has been $8.5 million and the average return on 
invested funds has been 5.02%. On these year to date figures, Council's budgeted income on 
investments will be achieved for the General Fund and Sewer Fund. 

September: Council’s 2024/25 Operational Budget has forecast a total of $408,000 income from interest 
on investments for General Fund & Sewer Fund combined. For the period July to September 2024, the 
average end of month balance of funds invested has been $8.35 million and the average return on 
invested funds has been 5.0%. On these year to date figures, Council's budgeted  income on 
investments will be achieved for the General Fund and Sewer Fund.  

Responsible Accounting Officer Statement 
I, Craig Fletcher, hereby certify that all investments listed in this report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of Local Government (General) 
Regulation and Council's Investment Policy. The Internal and External Reserve amounts and 
Unrestricted Funds are estimate valued only, they are subject to change and review in part with the audit 
of Council's Financial Statements and each Quarterly Budget Review. 

Recommendation:  

a) That the August and September Investment and Bank Balances Reports be received and noted. 
b) That the Responsible Accounting Officer Statements be noted, and the report be adopted. 

 
157/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Walker and Hunter that: 

a) the August and September 2024 Investment and Bank Balances Reports be received and 
noted. 

b) the Responsible Accounting Officer Statements be noted, and the reports be adopted. 
 
 
8. CHANGE OF MEETING DATE – NOVEMBER 2024 

(GM: 24/12707) 

Executive Summary 
Local Government NSW (LGNSW) is holding its annual conference at Tamworth from Sunday, 
17 November to Tuesday, 19 November 2024.  Last year, Lockhart Shire Council resolved to nominate 
up to three councillors to attend the annual conference in addition to the Mayor (voting delegate). 

As Council’s meeting dates are scheduled for the third Monday of the month, the November meeting is 
currently planned to be held during the LGNSW Annual Conference, being 18 November. 

Report 
The 2024 LGNSW Annual Conference is to be held from 17 to 19 November at Tamworth. 

According to LGNSW, the Annual Conference is the supreme policy-making body of LGNSW and an 
opportunity for councillors to come together to share ideas and debate issues that shape the way 
LGNSW is governed and advocates on behalf of the local government sector. 

In the past, Council has been represented by the Mayor, nominated councillor(s) and the General 
Manager. 

Unfortunately, this year the Annual Conference clashes with the Council’s November Council meeting. 

As the LGNSW Annual Conference is the main policy-making event for the local government sector 
where issues are debated, and motions put forward for consideration by delegates, the matter is brought 
to Council’s attention in the event that Council wishes to change the date of the November 2024 Council 
meeting to facilitate being represented at this important industry event. 
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Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E3: Advocate for the appropriate representation of the needs of the Lockhart Shire community at a 

state and regional level. 

E3: Continue to lead and advocate on key social and community issues. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Clause 3.1 (c) of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice states that “…The scheduled date and time of an 
ordinary council meeting may be changed by a resolution of council. Notice will be given to the public of 
any change to the scheduled date of an ordinary council meeting”. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 
Provision has been made for delegates’ expenses in the 2024/25 Budget. 

Attachments 
Nil. 

Recommendation: That the date of the November 2024 ordinary Council meeting be changed to 
5.00pm on Monday, 25 November 2024 and that notice be given to the public of the change to the 
scheduled date.  

 
158/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mathews and Day that the date of the November 2024 ordinary 

Council meeting be changed to 5.00pm on Monday, 25 November 2024, and that notice be given to 
the public of the change to the scheduled date. 

 
 
9. POLICY REVIEWS 

(GM: 24/12760) 

Executive Summary 
A number of policies are due to be reviewed in accordance with the three-year cycle referred to in Policy 
No. 1.0 Policies – Procedure for Consideration and Adoption.  

Report 

At its meeting held on 20 March 2023, Council endorsed “Policy No. 1.0 Policies – Procedure for 
Consideration and Adoption” which set out a process for the systematic review of Council policies and 
the development of new policies. 

Policy 1.0 Policies – Procedure for Consideration and Adoption provides that:  

In order to ensure that policies remain relevant a program of ongoing review of policies not 
later than every three years will be developed and maintained.  

Individual policies will be reviewed and amended in advance of the scheduled review date 
when circumstances warrant. This may be prompted by factors such as a change in 
legislation, a change in government policy or as a result of a need identified by the Council, 
management and staff or internal and external audit activities.  

The following Policies are now due for review in accordance with the scheduled three-year cycle referred 
to in Policy No. 1.0:  

1. Policy 1.23 Cyber Security and Information Systems Security 
2. Policy 3.3 Bullying and Harassment 

No significant changes have been made to the policies. 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E1:  Meet all governance and regulatory requirements in the conduct of Council operations. 
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E1:  Minimise Council’s exposure to risk and promote a strong risk management culture within Council. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
A process for the identification, development and review of appropriate policies and procedures 
facilitates an effective governance and control environment.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 
Nil. 

Attachments 
1. Policy 1.23 Cyber Security and Information Systems Security 
2. Policy 3.3 Bullying and Harassment 
Recommendation:  That the following policies, as presented, be adopted: 

1) Policy 1.23 Cyber Security and Information Systems Security 

2) Policy 3.3 Bullying and Harassment 
 
159/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Mathews that the following policies, as presented, be 

adopted: 

1) Policy 1.23 Cyber Security and Information Systems Security 

2) Policy 3.3 Bullying and Harassment 
 
 
10. RETURNS DISCLOSING INTERESTS OF COUNCILLORS AND DESIGNATED PERSONS 

(GM: 24/12850) 

Executive Summary 
The Register of returns disclosing interests by councillors and designated persons is tabled in 
accordance with Clause 4.25 of the Code of Conduct. 

Report 
Pursuant to Clause 4.21 of the Code of Conduct a councillor or designated person must make and lodge 
with the general manager a return in the form set out in Schedule 2 to the Code, disclosing the 
councillor’s or designated person’s interests as specified in Schedule 1 to the Code within 3 months 
after becoming a councillor or designated person, and 30 June of each year. 

Therefore, councillors and designated persons holding that position at 30 June in any year must 
complete and lodge the disclosure of interest return with the general manager within 3 months after that 
date, i.e. by 30 September.  

For the purposes of lodging a disclosure of interests return the designated persons include the General 
Manager, Director Engineering and Environmental Services and Director Corporate and Community 
Services. 

Returns required to be lodged with the General Manager must be tabled at the first Council meeting 
held after the last day for lodgement. 

The returns lodged by Councillors and designated persons before the deadline of 30 September 2024 
have been recorded in the Register and the Register will be tabled at the meeting in accordance with 
the Local Government Act.  

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
E1: Meet all governance and regulatory requirements in the conduct of council’s operation. 
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Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Clause 4.24 states that the general manager must keep a register of returns disclosing interests that 
are required to be lodged with the general manager under a code of conduct. Pursuant to Clause 4.25 
of the Code, Returns required to be lodged with the general manager must be tabled at a meeting of the 
council, being the first meeting held after the last day specified by the code for lodgement. 

Councillors’ and designated persons’ returns of interests are prescribed as open access information for 
local government under Schedule 1 to the Government Information (Public Access) Regulation 2018. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil. 

Attachments 
The Register of Disclosure of Interests Returns will be tabled at the meeting. 

Recommendation:  That the tabling of the Register of Disclosure of Interests Returns be noted. 
 
160/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Jones and Marston that the tabling of the Register of Disclosure of 

Interests Returns be noted. 
 

QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS 
Cr Walker 
i) Complaints re Grading Practices: Cr Walker has been approached by residents asking why rippers 

being used on our gravel roads, it appears that crews are just grading over the potholes?  It has also 
been noted that a lot of gravel is going into table drains and being left there, compromising the 
function of the drains. 

Response – Director of Engineering 
The Director advised he will get some details on the roads in question and investigate.  He further 
advised discussion has been had with the Manager of Works regarding the gravel issue and practices 
will be reviewed. 

 
Cr Jones 
 
Nil. 
 
Cr Hunter 
 
Nil. 
 
Cr Rushby 
i) Fuel Supply, The Rock: Cr Rushby has had significant discussions with the lessee of The Rock Service 

Station regarding the possible installation of self-serve, container-style fuel bowsers in The Rock and 
asked what assistance Council might be able to give, especially if the proposed service centre on the 
Olympic Highway does not go ahead. 

Response – Mayor 
The Mayor advised it might be pertinent to wait a little longer to see what progress is made on the 
highway project and then revisit this issue. 

ii) Flood Mitigation, Emily Street: Cr Rushby asked if some sort of levee bank can be installed in or near 
Emily Street to redirect water coming down the road behind. 
Response – Director of Engineering 
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The Director advised that some residents of Emily Street have raised the possibility of a levee bank.  
The Director also advised that, as part of the flood study process in 2015, modelling and feasibility 
studies were done which included that possibility.  As part of that process a Cost Benefit analysis was 
carried out which showed that any sort of storm would breech a levee bank, making it ineffective and 
prohibitively expensive. 

iii) Reinstatement of Kerbside Pickup: Cr Rushby asked if Council could consider reinstatement of the 
hard waste collection? 

Response – Director of Planning & Environment 
The Director advised that it is a trial, and a report will be put to Council towards the end of the financial 
year, the end of the trial period, to make a decision on that matter.  The General Manager acknowledged 
the receipt of a petition from residents of The Rock and surrounds requesting the same. 

 
Cr Mathews 
i) Tim Fischer Way:  Cr Mathews suggested that a flier advertising the trail should be available at the 

Visitor Information Centre. 

ii) Tourism Signage: Cr Mathews noted the information provided in the status report and said he would 
wait further information from the Tourism and Economic Development Officer for alternatives. 

iii) Referral of Items for Tourism & Economic Development Committee: Cr Mathews asked what the 
preferred option was for him to submit ideas to the Committee as he is no longer one of Council’s 
delegates to that committee. 

Response – General Manager 
The General Manager advised Cr Mathews to raise these matters in Questions and Statements and 
they can be passed on to the committee. 

 
Cr Driscoll 
i) Traffic Counter, Urana Street, The Rock: Cr Driscoll asked if the traffic counter currently in Urana 

Street is set up for a specific purpose? 

Response – Director of Engineering 
The Director advised he would take the question on notice and provide a response. 

 
Cr Day 
i) Hydrotherapy Pool: Cr Day asked what pathways are available for Council to investigate the feasibility 

of establishing a hydrotherapy pool for residents, and what resources or partnerships might be required 
to support the initiative? 

Response – Director of Corporate and Community Services  
The Director advised he would take the question on notice. 

ii) Cultural Activities: Cr Day asked what exciting strategies Council has in place to support cultural and 
recreational activities such as what was seen at Coolamon recently, showcasing horse and dog 
demonstrations, fostering community spirit and attracting visitors to Lockhart Shire? 

iii) The Rock Show 2024: Cr Day expressed congratulations to The Rock Show Society for a fantastic, 
well-run Show for 2024.  Cr Day acknowledged the hard work put in by the Committee to conduct a 
great event. 

 
Cr Marston 
i) Defibrillators: Cr Marston advised that three defibrillators have been donated to The Rock township by 

the Recreation Ground Committee in cooperation with the local touch and AFL football clubs and asked 
that Council takes on the maintenance of these, which will be made available in places such as the 
pharmacy, RFS/SES, rec ground and preschool. 
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Response – General Manager 

The General Manager advised he would take the request on notice, will investigate what happens 
currently with existing defibrillators and what will be required with regard to personnel, equipment and 
costs. 

 
Cr Sharp 
i) Complaints, Water Trucks: Cr Sharp advised he has received complaints from Yerong Creek residents 

regarding water trucks using the filling station near the RFS shed, where drivers are driving up onto the 
nature strip and making a mess. 

Response – Director of Engineering 

The Director advised the issue has been raised with Riverina Water and Council is currently waiting on 
a response. 

ii) Welcome New Councillors: Cr Sharp welcomed the newly elected councillors, Jones and Rushby and 
expressed his opinion that Lockhart Shire has been a very harmonious council over the last eight years 
and hopes that will continue.  Cr Sharp thanked his fellow councillors for their endorsement of him as 
mayor.  Cr Sharp said he is both excited by the role and daunted about the shoes he has to fill. 

 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
Agenda 

 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 the following business is considered to be of a kind referred 
to in subsection 10A(2) of the Act and should be dealt with as part of the meeting closed to the media and 
public. 
 
161/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Driscoll that Council close the meeting to the public 

as per section 10A(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
The meeting moved into Closed Session at 6.34pm. 
 

162/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hunter and Mathews that Council move into Open Session. 

 
The meeting moved into Open Session at 6.45pm. 

OPEN COUNCIL 
The resolutions of Council, relating to Staff Reports 11 and 12, passed while the meeting was closed to the 
public were read to the meeting by the General Manager. 
 
11. REQUEST FOR COMPENSATION – VEHICLE CROSSING AT THE ROCK 

(DE: 24/11667) 
 
163/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Mathews that Council declines the request for 

compensation relating to the cost of constructing a vehicle crossing at 30-36 Emily Street, The Rock. 
 
 
12. TENDER WINNING AND CRUSHING OF GRAVEL 2024-25:01 

(DE: 24/12542) 
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164/24 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Walker and Jones that Council awards contract 2024-25:01 
Winning and Crushing of Gravel for the 2024-25 financial year to Milbrae Quarries Pty Ltd for the sum 
of $256,200 (GST Included). 

The meeting concluded at 6.45 pm. 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 21 October 2024, were confirmed as a true and accurate record 
at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 25 November 2024, at which time the signature was hereunto 
subscribed. 

  CHAIRPERSON 
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