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Lockhart Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Lockhart Shire Council held in the Council Chambers,
Lockhart on Monday, 19 May 2025 commencing at 5.00pm.

PRESENT

Cr P Sharp (Mayor), Cr F Day OAM, Cr G Driscoll (Deputy Mayor), Cr E Jones, Cr J Hunter, Cr | Marston,
Cr R Mathews, Cr B Rushby and Cr J Walker.

Also in attendance were the General Manager; Director Corporate and Community Services;
Director Engineering; Director Planning and Environment; Manager Communications, Tourism & Economic
Development; and Executive Assistant.

The meeting opened with a prayer, followed by an Acknowledgement of Country.

The Mayor reminded Councillors of their ethical obligations as reflected in the oath and affirmation of office,
and the Code of Conduct.

The Mayor also informed all persons present that the proceedings of the meeting were being recorded.

APOLOGIES

Nil.

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE OR
ATTENDANCE BY AUDIO-VISUAL LINK

55/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Jones that Cr Mathews be granted leave of absence
for the 16 June and 21 July 2025 ordinary meetings.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
ORDINARY MEETING HELD 28 APRIL 2025

56/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Rushby and Walker that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held
on Monday, 28 April 2025 as printed and circulated be taken as read and confirmed.

DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND
NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

Cr Driscoll declared a non-pecuniary interest in Staff Report 4 — DA45/25, Change of Use.

MAYORAL MINUTE

Nil.
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Lockhart Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

REPORT ON MAYORAL & COUNCILLOR ACTIVITIES

The Mayor, Cr Sharp, reported on activities during the past month as follows:

7 May 2025 Chaired the Police & Community Consultation Group meeting in Lockhart. The
General Manager also attended.

8 May 2025 Attended the Local Government NSW Rural & Regional Summit with the General
Manager in Sydney.
Attended a Country Mayors Association function at Parliament House, Sydney.

9 May 2025 Attended the Country Mayors Association meeting in Sydney with the General
Manager.

Cr Day reported the following activities:

29 April 2025 Participated in the Health Innovation and Design Thinking Workshop at the UNSW
Biomedical Sciences Building, Wagga Wagga — part of the Murrumbidgee Health
and Knowledge Precinct, focusing on innovative approaches to rural healthcare
delivery.

2 May 2025 Attended Women’s Advisory Committee Meeting with Dr Joe McGirr MP at Wagga
Wagga Council Chambers.

6 May 2025 Attended the Murrumbidgee Aged Care Forum in Deniliquin — hosted by the Three
Rivers Department of Rural Health and Murrumbidgee PHN. Three Rivers is a
Commonwealth-funded program supporting rural health education and training
through a partnership of major universities across inland NSW.

14 May 2025 Held Coffee with a Councillor session in Lockhart.
Cr Driscoll reported the following activities:

8 May 2025 Attended the Riverina Water County Council (RWCC) presentation to Bryce McNare
for his time on the ARIC committee.

12 May 2025 Attended an RWCC Extraordinary meeting re: industrial action.
Cr Jones verbally reported the following activities:
14 May 2025 Attended Coffee with a Councillor in Lockhart.

57/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Hunter and Rushby that the Report on Mayoral and Councillor
Activities be received.

URGENT MATTERS

Nil.

NOTICE OF MOTION

Nil.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Nil.
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Lockhart Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

DELEGATES’ REPORTS

1. POLICE AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATION GROUP HELD 7 MAY 2025 AT LOCKHART

A quarterly meeting of the Police and Community Consultation Group was held at the Lockhart Shire
Council Chambers on Wednesday, 7 May 2025.

The meeting was attended by NSW Police and representatives of licensed premises and community
organisations in the Shire. The following matters were noted:

. Police representatives provided an update on the following:

- summary report on crime statistics for the Police District, advising that Lockhart Shire has
the lowest crime rate in the region;

- recruitment is currently under way for vacant positions in Lockhart;
- youth programs for the Shire being arranged, and

- reminder of the importance for the community to report any incidents by calling 131 444.

. Council's Road Safety Officer provided an update on programs and road safety initiatives,
including bike safety, Drink Driving Plan B and Caravan weigh days.

. An update was provided regarding the installation of CCTV cameras at The Rock.

. The issue of bikes being ridden under the verandahs in the main street of Lockhart was raised
and discussed with appropriate signage to be investigated.

. Police walk throughs at licensed premises throughout the Shire continue to be welcomed and
appreciated.

. “Coffee with a Cop” was suggested to be held at Yerong Creek in the near future.

Cr P Sharp

Delegate

2, LGNSW RURAL AND REGIONAL SUMMIT AND NSW COUNTRY MAYORS ASSOCIATION
GENERAL MEETING — SYDNEY, 8 AND 9 MAY 2025
| report having attended the LGNSW Rural and Regional Summit and the NSW Country Mayors
Association function and general meeting held in Sydney on 8 and 9 May 2025 together with the General
Manager. Highlights from the three events include the following:

LGNSW Rural and Regional Summit

Councillors and senior staff from more than 70 councils across NSW attended the Summit. The event
was a great opportunity for delegates to network and join State Government leaders to focus on the
unique challenges faced by rural and regional councils and their communities.

The Summit this year provided a platform for discussing the financial sustainability of the local
government sector, recovery from natural disasters, managing water utilities, dealing with emerging
invasive species threats, and building reforms for rural and regional areas.

Speakers at the Summit included:
. The Hon Ron Hoenig MP Minister for Local Government.

. Mr Brett Whitworth, Deputy Secretary Office of Local Government — Government Response to
Financial Sustainability Review Recommendations.

. Mr James Sherrard, NSW Building Commissioner, Building Commission NSW — Building Reforms
for Rural & Regional Areas.

. Dr Marion Healy PSM, NSW Independent Biosecurity Commissioner, Department Primary
Industries and Regional Development NSW — Invasive Species.

o The Hon Rose Jackson MLC Minister for Water — Local Water Ultilities.
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Lockhart Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

Panel Discussion Sessions were facilitated by Mr Michael Pascoe and were held on:
. Dealing with a Disaster: Excellence in Recovery involving:
- Cr Chris Roylance, Deputy Mayor Forbes Shire Council
- Cr Steve Krieg, Mayor Lismore City Council
- Cr Mathew Hatcher, Mayor Eurobodalla Shire Council
- Cr Kevin Beatty, Mayor Cabonne Council
. Dealing with a Disaster: Working Across Government involving:
- Mr Mal Lanyon APM, Acting Chief Executive Officer, NSW Reconstruction Authority
- Mr Brendan Moon AM, Coordinator General, National Emergency Management Agency

NSW Country Mayors Association Function

. The NSW Legislative Council President, The Hon. Ben Franklin MLC hosted the CMA Mayors
with a reception at Parliament House.

NSW Country Mayors Association General Meeting

. Presentations were given by:
- The Hon Ryan Park MP, Minister for Health & Minister for Regional Health
- Mr Luke Sloane, Deputy Secretary NSW Rural and Regional Health
- Ms Kath Hetherington, NSW Rural Doctors Network

- Mrs Clare Beech, Executive Director — Clinical Capability, Safety and Quality, NSW
Ambulance

- Mrs Christine Corby AM, CEO, Walgett Aboriginal Medical Service
- Mr Mario Barone, President, Pharmacy Guild of Australia NSW Branch

. A summary of the above presentations and adopted motions will be issued to all councillors via
the CMA Communique once available.

Cr Peter Sharp
Delegate

Recommendation: That the Delegates’ reports be received and noted.

58/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mathews and Driscoll that the delegates’ reports be received and
noted.
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Lockhart Shire Council

Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

STATUS REPORT/PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE ISSUED

Status Report: Council Resolutions and Tasks to be finalised.

Minute
No:

Officer
to Action

Council Resolution

Action Taken

Ordinary Council Meeting held 28 April 2025

51/25

GM

Integrated Planning & Reporting
Framework

That Council places the Draft Community
Strategic Plan 2025-2035 on public exhibition
for a period of 28 days and give public notice
of the opportunity to make submissions in
respect of the draft document in the Council
newsletter, Council website and Lockhart
Shire Council Facebook Page.

The Draft Community Strategic Plan
2025-2035 is currently on public
exhibition and will be presented to
Council for adoption at its meeting in
June 2025.

Complete.

49/25

DPE

Planning & Environment Report

1. Council notes the information provided in
the Planning and Environment report; and

2. Aletter of appreciation be forwarded to the
Animal Welfare League confirming the
need for the visit and the need for future
visits.

Letter of appreciation has been sent to
the Animal Welfare League.

Complete.

47/25

MCTED

Regional Drought Resilience Program
That Council:

1. adopts the Lockhart Shire and Wagga
Wagga Regional Drought Resilience Plan

2. submits the adopted plan to the
Department of Regional NSW and the
Federal Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry for endorsement and public
release.

City of Wagga Wagga has submitted
the plan.

Complete.

46/25

DCCS

Requests for Financial Assistance

That Council provides the following financial
assistance:

1. $1,055.17 (ex GST) to The Rock Regional
Observatory Management Committee
being 50% of the requested amount, and

2. $1,218.18 (ex GST) to Meals on Wheels
The Rock & District being 100% of the
requested amount.

Payments processed and paid.
Complete.

Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart — 19 May 2025.
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Lockhart Shire Council

Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

Minute
No:

Officer
to Action

Council Resolution

Action Taken

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 March 2025

38/25

DPE

Proposed Acquisition of Land at The Rock

1. Council proceeds with the purchasing of
the land known as Lot 2, DP1196082
Burkes Street, The Rock and authorise
the General Manager to negotiate the
sale with the current landowner; and

2. Council withdraws the current
Development Application for the
installation of a car park at Lot 2,
DP1196082 Burkes Street, The Rock;
and

3. Concept plans with Council’s preferred
option(s) for the use of the site be
developed and be presented at a future
Council meeting.

GM & DPE met with the property
owner on 25 March 2025 with relevant
documentation for the purchase of the
property to be prepared.

32/25

DE

Formalisation of Road Names — Veneris
Street and Prichard Place

That Council commence the process,
including community consultation, to name:

a) The roadway south of Green Street
‘Veneris Street’;

b) The unnamed extension of ‘Prichard
Place’ as ‘Prichard Street’; and

c¢) Rename ‘Prichard Place’ as ‘Prichard
Street’.

29/4 Advertised in April newsletter.
Complete.

31/25

DE

EV Fleet Incentive
That Council:

a) Brings forward the purchase of plant
#2111 into the current financial year; and

b) Adjusts the plant budget at the next
quarterly review to incorporate the
additional purchase.

29/4 Completed at quarterly review.
Complete.

30/25

DE

Community Energy Upgrades Fund
That Council:

a) Enters into the funding agreement under
the Community Energy Upgrades Fund;
and

b) Allocates $44,000 at the next quarterly
budget review to be funded from Council’s
internal reserves.

29/4 Completed at quarterly review.
Complete.

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 February 2025

7/25

MCTED

Regional Drought Resilience Plan

That Council places the Draft Lockhart Shire
and Wagga Wagga Regional Drought
Resilience Plan on public exhibition.

Complete.

Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart — 19 May 2025.

This is page 7 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Lorﬁar‘[ Shire Council held in the

er. 6. ShetD.

CHAIRPERSON Y



Lockhart Shire Council

Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

That Council invites naming proposals from
the general community for the public open
space at 109 Green Street, Lockhart.

Mmulte 0ff|c_er Council Resolution Action Taken
No: to Action
Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 August 2024
142/24 GM Policy Reviews

That:

1. Policy 2.45 Stock Movement and Grazing, | 1. The adoption of Policy 2.45 is on
be place on public exhibition for a period hold whilst further information is
of not less than 28 days and any sought from Local Land Services
submissions received be considered prior on Council’s jurisdiction in this
to adopting the policy. matter.

2. Policy 3.31 Health and Wellbeing, as|2. Policy 3.31 Health and Wellbeing
presented, be adopted. was adopted by Council.

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 June 2024
125/24 DPE |Planning Proposal for Existing R5 Large | Council has received the Gateway
Lot Residential Land at South Lockhart Determination. The planning proposal
Council: will be placed on public exhibition
, once appropriate conditions from the

a. Endorses the Planning Proposal and| gateway Determination have been
forward it to the Minister for Planning |gatisfied.
seeking an Amendment to the Lockhart .

Local Environmental Plan 2012 and |Most conditions have now been
request that a Gateway Determination be | Satisfied. Waiting on comments from
issued, including the delegation of Plan|Riverina Water prior to placing on
making powers, so as to enable the public | PuPlic exhibition.

exhibition of the Planning Proposal

pursuant to the Environmental Planning &

Assessment Act 1979;

b. Upon receipt of a Gateway Determination
under Section 56 of the Environmental
Planning & Assessment Act 1979, places
the Planning Proposal and any supporting
material on public exhibition pursuant to
any requirements of the Gateway
Determination and Section 57 of the
Environmental Planning & Assessment
Act 1979; and

c. Subject to the conditions of the Gateway
Determination, undertakes those actions
necessary to address outstanding
matters.

120/24 GM Naming of 109 Green Street, Lockhart Proposals invited up to 23 August

2024.

On hold pending consideration of the
use of adjacent Council-owned
buildings, with naming to be
considered in context of the whole
precinct.

Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart — 19 May 2025.
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Lockhart Shire Council

Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

Minute
No:

Officer
to Action

Council Resolution

Action Taken

Ordinary Council Meeting held 15 April 2024

65/24

DCCS/
DPE

Housing Initiatives and Opportunities for
Council

1. Development applications be prepared for
the construction of two x three-bedroom
units on an allotment in each of the two
proposed subdivisions in Prichard Place,
Lockhart.

. A development application be prepared for
the construction of a single dwelling house
on 65 Nicholas Street, The Rock for staff
accommodation.

Council endorses an approach being
made to Transport for NSW regarding
availability to purchase Lots 4/5 and 7/8
Section 14, Nicholas Street, The Rock.

1. Sourcing quotes to prepare plans
as required to lodge a
Development Application.

. Council reconsiders developing
65 Nicholas St, The Rock in light of
budget constraints and considers
selling this block of land.

Transport for NSW (TfNSW)
advises there is a pause on
disposal of land which has been in
place for over 12 months. TENSW
are unsure of timeframe. TINSW
indicated we can work in the
background in preparation for
when the TINSW “pause” changes.

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 September 2023

163/23

DCCS

Magnolia Lodge and Youth Flats

1) Concept plans be prepared for the
development of additional accommodation
on the Magnolia Lodge site in Green
Street and the Youth Flats site in
Drummond Street Lockhart to facilitate
further investigation and negotiation with
the NSW Land and Housing Corporation;

DCCS has reconnected with the
Department of Planning, Housing and
Infrastructure (Homes NSW). The
Delivery Director, Southern NSW has
provided “in principle” support, with
Council now working with Homes
NSW to progress.

and

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 J

uly 2022

141/22

GM

Request for Council to Purchase Private
Access

Council agrees to the request in principle
subject to Council and the applicants
agreeing to a reasonable cost sharing

Subject land has been transferred to
Council and dedicated as public road.
Payment has been received from
landowners in accordance with agreed
cost sharing arrangement.

arrangement.

Upgrade works complete.

Ordinary C

ouncil Meeting held 28 April 2025 — Council

lor Questions & Statements

Questions & Statements

DE

Cr Walker: McRories Road

Advised that he has received a report of a
culvert on McRories Road which has
collapsed in the middle and someone has put
a guidepost in the hole to draw attention. It is
quite dangerous.

Works order created.
Complete.

DE

Cr Walker: Tuttys Lane

Advised that a washout has occurred on
Tuttys Lane where it was graded recently,
possibly by Transport for NSW and the road
has been built up by about half a metre.
Water is ponding against the road and in the
adjoining paddock which could cause further

Investigations being undertaken.

damage.

Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart — 19 May 2025.
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Lockhart Shire Council

Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

LT 0ff|c_er Council Resolution Action Taken
No: to Action
DE Cr Walker: Tree, Stan Galvin Park, Yerong | Tree has been removed.

Creek

Advised that, at the recently held Anzac Day
commemoration, he noticed a tree in Stan
Galvin Park looks like it may have died and
asked if it could be assessed and, if required,
replaced as soon as possible as it is an
important part of the park.

Complete.

GM/DE

Cr Rushby: Fuel Supply, The Rock

Asked if the General Manager has had any
luck sourcing quotes for shipping container-
style fuel suppliers.

DE has sourced three quotes and will
provide a verbal update at the meeting.

DE

Cr Rushby: Grader Schedule

Asked if remedial works have been
programmed for the laneway between Emily
and Scott Streets at The Rock which was
raised at a previous meeting as it doesn’t
appear on the grader schedule. Cr Rushby
asked if it could be given a higher priority.

Back lanes are not placed on the
maintenance grading program due to
the large number. Emily and Scott
Street lanes will be graded when the
final works are carried out to the Emily
Street drainage project.

Complete.

DE

Cr Mathews: Speed Zones, Treasure
Street (Showground Rd), Lockhart

advised he has been approached by the
occupant of a newly built residence which
borders on the gravel section of this and is
experiencing dust issues as the speed limit
changes from 50 to 100kph. Cr Mathews
asked does Council take these issues into
consideration when approving developments.

Enquiries have been undertaken with
Transport for NSW to progress the
matter.

DE

Cr Marston: Mixner Street Drainage

Received a request from residents of Mixner
Street, north of Wilson Street, for an
inspection of the drainage, some areas are
higher and water is ponding in that section of
the street on a regular basis.

Manager of Works has contacted the
resident. Due to levels of Mixner Street,
water ponding occurs for short periods
during large weather events. No further
work is proposed.

Complete.

DE

Cr Hunter: Bus Shelters

Asked if all the Shire’s bus shelters have
seats in them? The shelter located adjacent
to the water tower in Yerong Creek does not
have a seat.

The 2024/2025 Country Passenger
Transport Infrastructure Grants
Scheme (CPTIGS) opens 1 July 2025.
An application will be made under the
scheme for bus seats.

Complete.

DE

Cr Hunter: Replacement Bins

Thanked the Director of Engineering for the
new bin installed adjacent to Yerong Creek
Primary School. Cr Hunter advised that the
crows have moved on to the bins in front of
Stan Galvin Park and asked if those bins also
be replaced with the newer style.

Bins will be replaced similar to Yerong
Creek Primary School. New bin
enclosures are due to be installed in
25/26 financial year.

Complete.

Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart — 19 May 2025.
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Lockhart Shire Council

Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

Minute
No:

Officer
to Action

Council Resolution

Action Taken

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 March 2025 — Counci

llor Questions & Statements

Questions & Statements

GM

Cr Mathews: Sister Cities

Cr Mathews recalled the unanimous decision
on 15 May 2023 “that Council enters into a
relationship with Lockhart Texas, starting with
correspondence with the mayors then
progressing to engagement through local
schools” and the action which has dropped off
the Status Report. Cr Mathews requested a
copy of the letter sent to the Mayor of Texas
and asked if a decision could be made to
either move forward with or discontinue the
project.

A copy of the requested letter has been
issued to all councillors for information.

The General Manager will follow up
with Lockhart Central School to
determine whether a relationship has
been established with a corresponding
school in Lockhart, Texas, and if not,
whether there is interest in pursuing
this project.

Principal of Lockhart Central School on
leave until late May.

DPE

Cr Mathews: Brookong Creek

Cr Mathews asked if there is a plan to clean
Brookong Creek?  There are concerns
regarding vegetation growing in and around
the creek, particularly the poplars.

Council has funding to target
environmental weeds under the Crown
Lands Reserve funding.
Environmental weeds  (including
Poplars) will be targeted particularly
around the Green Street culverts and
continue within the Crown Reserve
towards the Urana Lockhart Road
bridge until funds are exhausted.
Council staff have commenced
cleanup around footbridge on Green
Street.

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 February 2025 — Councillor Questions & Statements

Questions & Statements

DCCS

Cr Driscoll: Local Government Elections

Cr Driscoll enquired what the cost was for the
election held in 2024.

As at 6 May the NSW Electoral
Commission advises invoices were
with the Commissioner for sign off.

DPE

Cr Driscoll: The Kings Own

Where are we with The Kings Own? Can site
be monitored?

Have enquired with the developer for
an estimated timeframe for when
contractors will be back on site.

Sent notices to landowner regarding
tidying the land up and providing
adequate fencing to secure the site.

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 December 2024 — Councillor Questions & Statements

Questions & Statements

DPE

Cr Rushby: Purchase of Land

Cr Rushby has been approached by residents
of The Rock about purchasing land in Urana
Street, The Rock. Cr Rushby asked what
Council’s thoughts are on purchasing land,
particularly when there is a shortage of
commercial spaces in The Rock. Cr Walker
raised the possibility of required remediation
of the land. Cr Jones agreed with the
suggestion that commercial properties are
required but it perhaps should not be a
Council matter, except to make the process
as easy as possible.

Report to be brought to a future
meeting regarding the funding of initial
investigations pending budget
constraints.

Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart — 19 May 2025.
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Lockhart Shire Council

Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

Minute Officer

No: to Action Council Resolution

Action Taken

Ordinary Council Meeting held 21 October 2024 — Councillor Questions & Statements

GM Cr Marston: Defibrillators

Advised that three defibrillators have been
donated to The Rock township by the
Recreation Ground Committee in cooperation
with the local touch and AFL football clubs
and asked that Council takes on the
maintenance of these, which will be made
available in places such as the pharmacy,
RFS/SES, rec ground and preschool.

Questions &
Statements

28/4 Council resolved to decline the
request.

Complete.

Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 August 2024 — Counc

illor Questions & Statements

DCCS |CrMathews: Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates

o £

_§ @ Referred to a recent newspaper report of
P 3 E; other councils selling properties for unpaid
8 c% rates and asked if that was a possibility in

Lockhart Shire.

A review of properties with unpaid rates
and eligibility for potential sale will be
conducted as part of year-end
Statements process.

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 October 2023 — Councillor Questions & Statements

DCCS |Cr Sharp: Pleasant Hills Tennis Courts

Asked if there was a timeframe for repairs to
the tennis courts to be carried out?

Questions &
Statements

Fencing contractor has commenced.
After posts concreted, need to cure for
a week before erecting mesh.

Tennis court contractor aiming to lay
synthetic turf in 3 to 4 weeks. Allowing

1 to 2 weeks to complete.

Ordinary Council Meeting held 21 November 2022 — Councillor Questions & Statements

DcCS |Cr Hunter: Tiled Wall outside The Rock
Gym

Referred to a problem with tiles on the
external wall of The Rock Pool near the gym
and asked what was being done to rectify the

Questions &
Statements

Tiler will commence when he has
finished the unit he is currently tiling.

issue.
Correspondence Received

Date sent to|From Subject

Councillors

7 May 2025 General Manager Outcome — NSW Legislative Council Standing Committee on State
Development — Ability of local governments to fund infrastructure
and services

7 May 2025 Mayor The Hon Michael McCormack MP - Letter of congratulations on re-
election.

Recommendation: That the Status Report and Correspondence Précis be received.

59/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Driscoll that
Précis be received.

the Status Report and Correspondence

Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart — 19 May 2025.
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Lockhart Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

STAFF REPORTS
STRATEGIC DIRECTION A: A Connected and Resilient Community

Nil.

STRATEGIC DIRECTION B: A Dynamic and Prosperous Economy

Nil.

STRATEGIC DIRECTION C: An Environment that is Respected and

Protected

Nil.

STRATEGIC DIRECTION D: Infrastructure for the Long-Term Needs of the

Community

1. ENGINEERING REPORT

Executive Summary

Monthly report on engineering matters.

Background Information

. Council's Assets Engineer is working on the Asset Management Plan as part of Integrated

Planning & Reporting.

. The Director of Engineering attended REROC Build a Bridge program which saw 24 students

from the region engage in engineering activities at Borambola.
. The Manager of Works has attend RFS Guardian Training.
. The Director of Engineering attended the Inland Rail update with Cr Hunter on 7 May.

. Council’s Project Officer has engaged an electrical consultant to prepare the designs for Council’s
residential and industrial subdivisions. Further design work is required for sewer infrastructure

which is in progress.
Works Delivery Update

Regional Roads

. Routine Spot Patching: Ongoing maintenance activities at various locations aimed at
improving surface quality and ensuring road safety.

Local Sealed Roads

(DE)

. Resealing: Scheduled works are targeting key locations to prolong pavement life and maintain

road conditions.

. Routine Maintenance & Spot Patching: Continuous works to address minor defects and

preserve surface integrity.

Local Unsealed Roads

. Flood Repairs: Priority repairs continue to address damage caused by past flood events

(Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements — 1001 (5 January 2022 Storms/Flooding)
completed & 1034 (Flooding Sept 2022) ongoing).

Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart — 19 May 2025.
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Lockhart Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

. Maintenance Grading: Regular grading operations are improving the condition and
accessibility of the unsealed road network.

Capital Works Program

. Vincent Road: Culvert extension completed; pavement reconstruction under way.
. Osborne Yerong Creek Road: Drainage and pavement works nearing completion.
. Emily Street, The Rock: Drainage infrastructure works ongoing.

o Cole Street, Yerong Creek: Service relocations are currently in progress.

. Harry Davies Drive: Earthworks phase completed.

. Prichard Place Development: Construction works have commenced.

Summary

Council continued delivering key maintenance and capital works across the road network in May.
Routine spot patching on regional and sealed local roads improved surface safety, while resealing
extended pavement life. Unsealed roads underwent grading and targeted flood repairs, with DRFA
1001 works completed and 1034 ongoing. Significant progress was made on capital projects including
Vincent Road culvert and pavement works, drainage upgrades on Osborne Yerong Creek Road and
Emily Street, service relocations on Cole Street, and completed earthworks on Harry Davies Drive.
Construction commenced at Prichard Place, contributing to safer and more reliable local infrastructure.

Parks & Gardens

. The Callistemons lining Prichard Place have been removed to allow for road and drainage works.
They will be replaced with suitable species as soon as works allow.

. Staff are required to spend more time at our pools at this time of the year to carry out maintenance
and repairs to change rooms, canteen, pumps and filters and all other fixtures as required.

. Staff have started our winter street tree program, and this will continue through May-June-July.
The program involves a visual inspection of all council trees and trimming and/or removal where
necessary.

. New plantings will be added to streetscapes where budgets allow. Additional trees have been

planted at The Rock cemetery to replace those that were lost recently.

. Staff at The Rock are working on Burkes Creek Park, adjacent to the school, to make it more user
friendly and easier for staff to maintain in the long term.

Leqislative Policy and Planning Implications
Nil.

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference

D1: Ourassets and infrastructure are well planned and managed to meet the needs of the community
now and into the future.

Budget and Financial Aspects

Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget.

Attachment
Nil.

Recommendation: That Council notes the information provided in the Engineering report.

60/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Jones that Council notes the information provided in
the Engineering report.

This is page 14 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Loﬁar‘[ Shire Council held in the

Council Chambers, Green Street, Lockhart — 19 May 2025. ej@/ G 5 W

CHAIRPERSON Y




Lockhart Shire Council
Ordinary Meeting — 19 May 2025

2, PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT
(DPE)

Executive Summary

Monthly report on priority weeds, environmental matters and development approvals.

Background Information

a) Biosecurity
WEEDS
Control Program

Priority has been given to the control of Bathurst burr (Xanthium spinosum), Blackberry (Rubus
fruticosus species aggregate), Horehound (Marrubium vulgare), Noogoora burr (Xanthium
occidentale), Prickly pear (Opuntia sp.), Purple-flowered Devil’s claw (Proboscidea louisianica),
St. Barnaby’s thistle (Centaurea solstitialis), and St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum) on
roadside reserves and council managed land.

Jack Blights Lane, Jaegars Lane, Klimpschs Lane, Molloy Lane, Soldier Settlement Road,
Spanish Avenue, St. Helena Lane, Vincents Road, Webbs Lane, and Whittys Lane were
inspected for Bathurst burr (Xanthium spinosum). Infestations were controlled.

Finlayson Lane and Seeligers Lane were inspected for Blackberry (Rubus fruticosus species
aggregate). Infestations were controlled.

Alma Park Road, Amerys Lane, Barracluffs Road, Barry Bowyers Lane, Bushfire Access Road,
Chambers Lane, Commera Wilson Lane, Cox Lane, Crowes Lane, Doigs Lane, Farralls Lane,
Frank Westblade Lane, Gap Road, Grubben Road, Jim McDonnells Lane, John Alexander Road,
Lieschkes Lane, McKintys Lane, McLellans Lane, McRaes Lane, Montagues Lane, Mount Ulva
Road, O’Connells Lane, Osborne Yerong Creek Road, Pat Gleesons Lane, Scheetz Lane, Scotts
Lane, Sid Matthews Lane, Sielers Lane, Soldier Settlement Road, Urangeline Creek Road,
Vincents Road, Wandella Lane, Webbs Lane, Wide Lane, Woodend Fiveways Road, and Zwecks
Lane were inspected for Horehound (Marrubium vulgare). Infestations were controlled.

Lockhart Kywong Road and Whittys Lane were inspected for Noogoora burr (Xanthium
occidentale). Infestations were controlled.

Control of Prickly pear (Opuntia sp.) occurred at Galore Hill Scenic Reserve.

Webbs Lane was inspected for Purple-flowered Devil's claw (Proboscidea louisianica).
Infestations were controlled.

Klimpschs Lane was inspected for St. Barnaby’s thistle (Centaurea solstitialis). Infestations were
controlled.

Alma Park Road, Bushfire Access Road, Chambers Lane, Doigs Lane, Grubben Road,
O’Connells Lane, Osborne Yerong Creek Road, Scheetz Lane, Scotts Lane, Sielers Lane,
Woodend Fiveways Road, and Zwecks Lane were inspected for St. John’s wort (Hypericum
perforatum). Infestations were controlled.

PESTS
Autumn-Winter Fox Baiting

Fox baiting will commence on 26 May with bait distribution occurring on the Galore Hill Scenic
Reserve and Kincaids Reserve.

b) Development Approvals: This report advises of the Development Application Approvals for April

2025.
DA/CDC No. |Development Site of Development Applicant Value
DA48/25 Shed 6-8 Scott Street, The Rock D Magarry $ 18,000
DA42/25 Subdivision 57-59 Scott Street, The Rock A Hallcroft $ 0
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DA/CDC No. |Development Site of Development Applicant Value
DA44/25 Shed 7 Prichard Place, Lockhart K & J McDonnell $ 24,000
DA36/25 Subdivision 3 Hill Street, The Rock L Cook $ 5,000
DA41/25 Pergola & BIC 13 Davidson Street, The Rock C Marshall $ 20,000
Total $ 67,000

Legislative Policy and Planning Implications

Weed inspections and associated activities are carried out in accordance the Biosecurity Act 2015 and
associated regulations.

Development applications are processed under the provisions of the Environmental Planning &
Assessment Act 1979.

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference

C2: Flora and fauna are protected across the Shire.

D2: Our planning and development controls work to attract new residents and investment.

Budget and Financial Aspects

Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget.
Attachments
Nil.

Recommendation: That Council notes the information provided in the Planning and Environment
report.

61/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mathews and Day that Council notes the information provided in
the Planning and Environment report.

3.  DA37/25 BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT - 882 YERONG CREEK MANGOPLAH ROAD, YERONG
CREEK
(DPE: 25/4446)

Executive Summary

Council have received a Development Application for a boundary adjustment for Lot 10 DP754547 and
Lot 69 DP754547. The application seeks a boundary adjustment, and no additional lots or buildings are
proposed. The proposed subdivision contravenes the development standard of Clause 4.1 in the
Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 2012 (LLEP 2012) which prescribes a minimum of 250 hectares if a
dwelling is on the allotment.

As a result, the Clause 4.6 variation request supports under the LLEP 2012 has been proposed and the
development application has been presented to Council for consideration.

Background Information and Report

The applicant seeks development approval for a boundary adjustment between two existing lots. The
subject property is zoned RU1-Primary Production and includes Lot 10 DP754547 and Lot 69
DP754547. The area of the existing Lot 10 is 258 hectares and includes a dwelling and sheds. Lot 69
has an area of 69.95ha with no buildings or structures. The land is primarily used for agricultural
purposes without any changes offered.

The proposed boundary adjustment would result in proposed Lot 42 having an area of 103.8 hectares
and proposed Lot 43 having an area of 225 hectares.

The reduced land area of proposed Lot 43, which has the dwelling situated on it, does not meet the
minimum lot size of 250 hectares as prescribed in Clause 4.1 of the LLEP 2012. A 10% variation is
sought under Clause 4.6 of the LEP. Clause 4.6 of the LLEP 2012 aims to provide an appropriate
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degree of flexibility in applying certain development standards to a particular development. In
determining this request, Council need to consider several variables which may influence the
development:

. The difference between the existing and proposed is less than 10% variation.

. There are no changes proposed to the land use.

. There are no new structures proposed.

. Reducing the area of the Lot with the dwelling to 225sqm will not have any negative impact to the

natural or built environment.

. Currently Lot 69 is land locked with access only via Lot 10. Lot 10 has direct access from Yerong
Creek Mangoplah Road. The proposed boundary adjustment would provide access for both new
lots from Yerong Creek Mangoplah Road.

Objectives of the control requirements

The applicant has provided justification and has adequately addressed and provided sufficient
environmental planning grounds in the attached Statement of Environmental Effects for the
unreasonable or unnecessary compliance with the development standard. The Land use will not
change, and the proposed variation is less than 10%.

A comprehensive assessment of the development application has not revealed any other issues that
may appear problematic with respect to the natural or built environments.

Legqislative Policy and Planning Implications

Clause 4.6 of the Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 2012 permits variations to development standards,
providing the concurrence of Council is sought.

The proposed development is prohibited under the Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 2012. For more
detailed information regarding compliance with the applicable clauses and controls please refer to the
attached 4.15 Assessment report.

In accordance with Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, Council are
to consider, as with all development applications, the likely impacts of that development, and the
suitability of the site for the development.

Budget and Financial Aspects

Nil.

Attachments

1. Statement of Environmental Effects
2. Sketch plan

3. Section 4.15 Assessment Report

Recommendation: That Council approves Development Application 37/25 for the proposed boundary
change for Lot 10 DP754547 and Lot 69 DP754547 at 882 Yerong Creek Mangoplah Road, Yerong
Creek subject to conditions as outlined in the attached Section 4.15 assessment report.

62/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Walker that Council approves Development Application
37/25 for the proposed boundary change for Lot 10 DP754547 and Lot 69 DP754547 at 882 Yerong
Creek Mangoplah Road, Yerong Creek subject to conditions as outlined in the attached Section 4.15
assessment report.

For: Cr | Marston, Cr F Day, Cr G Driscoll, Cr R Mathews, Cr B Rushby, Cr J Hunter, Cr E Jones, Cr J Walker.

Against: Nil.
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Cr Driscoll declared a non-pecuniary interest in the following item.

4,

DA45/25 -CHANGE OF USE — RESIDENTIAL SHED INTO MECHANICAL WORKSHOP — 29 URANA
STREET, THE ROCK
(DPE: 25/4440)

Executive Summary

Council have received a Development Application for the change of use of the existing shed into a
mechanical workshop at 29 Urana Street, The Rock. The application was notified, and three (3)
submissions were received throughout the notification process. Due to the submissions received the
application will need to be determined by the elected Council.

Report

A Development Application has been submitted with Council for the change of use of the existing
residential shed to a mechanical workshop at 29 Urana Street, The Rock. Upon receipt of the application
the application was placed on notification to landowners in the direct vicinity of the development site.
Landowners were provided the opportunity to make a submission regarding the development in
accordance with the notification of development controls provided in the Lockhart Shire Development
Control Plan 2016. Three (3) submissions were received and are attached to this report for information.

The table below specifies each matter raised throughout these submissions and a comment from
Council staff in relation to the matter.

Submission Matter/Concern

Staff Comments

Cars being left in the lane behind blocking other
residents from having access.

Condition can be added on approval requiring the
applicant to ensure that are cars relating to the
business are parked on the subject property at all
times and that no cars are to be parked on the
laneway/road reserve.

Is the business operating seven days a week?

Condition can be added on approval that regulates the
business to only operate Monday to Friday from
8.00am until 5.00pm.

Residential area and
investment property.

impact to value of

The zoning of RU5 Village provides for a large number
of uses with proposed used being permissible in the
zone. The potential to devalue surrounding properties
cannot be considered as part of the development
assessment.

The business has already been operating with
continued congestion of the laneway.

There are provisions to operate a home
business/home industry as exempt development. As
mentioned in the first comment an approval can be
conditioned to regulate the use of the rear lane.

Increased noise levels and works outside
standard operating hours.

An approval can be conditioned regarding noise
impacts and also regarding operating days and hours
as mentioned further above.

Not happening. Not happy with empty
properties being left empty and a mechanic
working of a shed in our street.

The proposal is permissible in the zone and
appropriate conditions can be placed on an approval
to regulate the protection of the amenity of the area.

Another matter that needs to be considered is whether the applicant should be required to upgrade,
provide regular maintenance or contribute to the upkeep of the maintenance of the laneway due to the
business creating additional use to the laneway. As laneways are generally only considered secondary
access points to a property their suitability for primary access for a business such as the one proposed
in this application is questionable. Ideally the primary access to service the business should be from a
sealed roadway. A way Council can mitigate this issue is by placing a condition on an approval
restricting the number of vehicles being placed on the site at any one time and another condition relating
to any damage caused by the business operations to Council infrastructure be repaired at the applicant’s
cost. Additionally, Council could also condition an approval to require the section of laneway to be sealed
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at the applicant’'s expense to reduce any potential impacts relating to dust and/or damage to the
laneway.

The proposed development is permissible with consent under the Lockhart Local Environmental Plan
2012 and complies with the relevant clauses and controls listed in the Lockhart Local Environmental
Plan 2012 and Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016. For more detailed information regarding
compliance with the applicable clauses and controls please refer to the attached 4.15 Assessment
report.

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference

D2: Our planning and development controls work to attract new residents and investment.

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979
Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 2012.
Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016

Budget & Financial Aspects

Nil.

Attachments

. Site Plan

. Statement of Environmental Effects
. Collated submissions

. Section 4.15 Assessment

Recommendation: That Council approves Development Application 45/25 for the change of use of the
existing residential shed to a mechanical workshop at 29 Urana Street, The Rock, subject to conditions
as outlined in the attached Section 4.15 Assessment Report.

A MOTION was moved by Crs Marston and Jones that Council approves Development Application

45/25 for the change of use of the existing residential shed to a mechanical workshop at 29 Urana

Street, The Rock, subject to conditions as outlined in the attached Section 4.15 Assessment Report.

An AMENDMENT was moved by Cr Marston, seconded by Cr Jones that Council:

1. Approves Development Application 45/25 for the change of use of the existing residential shed to
a mechanical workshop at 29 Urana Street, The Rock, subject to conditions as outlined in the
attached Section 4.15 Assessment Report, and

2. Add an additional condition to Development Application 45/25 requiring the applicant to seal the
rear lane of the workshop at 29 Urana Street, The Rock at their expense.

The amendment became the substantive motion and was put.

63/25

RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Jones that Council:

1. Approves Development Application 45/25 for the change of use of the existing residential shed to
a mechanical workshop at 29 Urana Street, The Rock, subject to conditions as outlined in the
attached Section 4.15 Assessment Report and

2. Add an additional condition to Development 45/25 requiring the applicant to seal the rear lane of
the workshop at 29 Urana Street, The Rock, at their expense.

For: Cr | Marston, Cr F Day, Cr G Driscoll, Cr R Mathews, Cr B Rushby, Cr J Hunter, Cr E Jones, Cr J Walker.

Again

st: Nil.
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION E: Strong Leadership and Governance

5.

INVESTMENT AND BANK BALANCES REPORT - APRIL 2025

Executive Summary

(DCCS: 25/4402)

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the funds that have been invested and bank account

balances.

Report

It is required under Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Section 625 of
the Local Government Act 1993 to provide the Council with a written report each month detailing all
money that Council has invested.

Cash at Bank

Opening Combined Cashbook Balance
Add: Total Receipts

Less: Total Payments

Closing Combined Cashbook Balance

Closing Bank Statement Balance

Add: Outstanding Deposits

Less: Outstanding Cheques
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance

Investments:

National Australia Bank
Bendigo Bank

Bendigo Bank

National Australia Bank
Bank of Queensland

Bendigo Bank

General Fund
Combined Sewerage
Trust Fund

Miscellaneous

Rates

Debtors

Interest on Investments
Reedeemed Investment
Caravan Park Takings

Rockoosh & LELC CCS & Payments
Development / Planning Applications

Tip Fees

BAS Return - March 2025
Sale of Plant 2001

Sale of Plant 2343

Sale of Plant 1653
Voluntary Purchase

New Investments 0

Bendigo Bank
Macquarie Bank
Bendigo Bank-Prichard Trust

Interest Rate per
Annum
5.00
4.55
4.55
4.75
4.50

at call

1490-3000-0000
8490-3000-0000
9991-3000-0000

TOTAL FUNDS HELD ARE:

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference

E1:
E1:
E1:

Council is strong, sustainable and able to stand alone.

Plan for the long-term sustainability of the Shire.

2,102,787.11

25,918.19
108,392.09
97,514.38
43,432.41
500,000.00
15,305.70
38,578.87
19,814.96
1,975.00
103,139.00
23,697.50
14,402.00
149,802.00
37,325.00
1,179,297.10
2,399,298.15

882,786.06

764,121.79
81,264.79
32,003.28
877,389.86
5,396.20
882,786.06
0.00

882,786.06

% of Total
16.31
16.31
32.62
16.31
16.31

Amount Invested
500,000.00
500,000.00

1,000,000.00
500,000.00
500,000.00

66,072.20
3,066,072.20

2.14
100.00

AMOUNT
-2,124,357.07
2,975,139.85
32,003.28
882,786.06 882,786.06
3,048,858.26

Meet all governance and regulatory requirements in the conduct of Council operations.
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Legqislative Policy and Planning Implications

- Local Government Act 1993 Section 625 Investments.

- Local Government (General) Regulation Clause 212.

Budget and Financial Aspects

Council’'s 2024/25 Operational Budget has forecast a total of $408,000 income from interest on
investments for General Fund & Sewer Fund combined. For the period July 2024 to April 2025, the
average end of month balance of funds invested has been $5.9 million and the average return on
invested funds has been 4.98%. On these year-to-date figures, Council's budgeted income on
investments will be not achieved for the General Fund and Sewer Fund. Figures were adjusted at the
March 2025 Quarterly Budget Review.

Responsible Accounting Officer Statement

I, Craig Fletcher, hereby certify that all investments listed in this report have been made in accordance
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of Local Government (General)
Regulation and Council's Investment Policy. The Internal and External Reserve amounts and
Unrestricted Funds are estimate valued only, they are subject to change and review in part with the audit
of Council's Financial Statements and each Quarterly Budget Review.

Recommendation:

a) That the April 2025 Investment and Bank Balances Report be received and noted.
b) That the Responsible Accounting Officer Statement be noted, and the report be adopted.

64/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Mathews that:
a) the April 2025 Investment and Bank Balances Report be received and noted.
b) the Responsible Accounting Officer Statement be noted, and the report be adopted.

6. DRAFT OPERATIONAL PLAN 2025/26, DRAFT DELIVERY PROGRAM 2025/29 AND DRAFT LONG
TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 2025/35
(DCCS: 25/4574)

Executive Summary

The Local Government Act states that councils must have a Delivery Program detailing the principal
activities to be undertaken by the council to perform its functions (including implementing the strategies
set out in the Community Strategic Plan) within the resources available under the resourcing strategy.

The council must establish a new Delivery Program after each ordinary election of councillors to cover
the principal activities of the council for the next council term commencing on 1 July following the
election.

Council must also develop an Operational Plan (including annual budget) that is adopted before the
beginning of each financial year, detailing the activities and actions to be undertaken by the council
during that year to achieve its Delivery Program commitments.

In addition to the Delivery Program and Operational Plan, Council must also prepare and place on public
exhibition a Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP) as part of its resourcing strategy. When developing the
LTFP, the council must focus on financial sustainability by:

. the progressive elimination of operating deficits;

. the establishment of a clear revenue path for all rates linked to specific expenditure proposals;

. ensuring that any proposed increase in services and/or assets is within the financial means of the
council including a proposed special rate variation;

. ensuring the adequate funding of infrastructure maintenance and renewal;

. the use of borrowing, where appropriate and financially responsible, and
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. the fair and equitable distribution of the rate burden across all rate payers.

Accordingly, a Draft Delivery Program for the next four financial years i.e. 2025/29, Draft Operational
Plan 2025/26, and Draft Long Term Financial Plan 2025/2035 is tabled for Council’s consideration and
endorsement to proceed on public exhibition.

Report

All councils in NSW are required to implement the Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP&R) framework
outlined in Chapter 13 Part 2 of the Local Government Act to guide their planning and reporting activities.
The main components of the IP&R framework are summarised below:

The Community Strategic Plan (CSP) is the highest level of strategic planning undertaken by a council,
with a ten-year plus timeframe. All other plans must support achievement of the CSP objectives.

At its meeting held on 28 April 2025 the Council endorsed a draft CSP for the ten-year period 2026-
2035. The draft CSP is currently on exhibition and will be presented to Council with any submissions
received on 16 June 2025 for adoption.

Another key component of the framework is the Delivery Program which contains the strategies and
actions Council proposes to pursue to achieve the community’s objectives and aspirations as reflected
in the CSP.

The Delivery Program is therefore a statement of commitment to the community from the newly elected
council. This is the point where the community’s strategic objectives are systematically translated into
actions.

The Draft Operational Plan 2025/26, Draft Delivery Program 2025/29 including Budget estimates, and
Draft LTFP have been prepared in accordance with Sections 403, 404 and 405 of the Local Government
Act 1993 and are tabled for consideration and endorsement by Council for public exhibition. Subject to
Council’s endorsement it is proposed to publicly exhibit the draft documents for a period of not less than
28 days before tabling them again, together with any submissions received, at the June 2025 Council
meeting for adoption.

General Fund Report
The following table provides a summary of General Fund expenditure for 2025/26.

Total Operating Expenditure (excl. Depreciation) 9,606,628
Total Depreciation 5,141,000
Total Capital Expenditure 4,558,810
Total Expenditure 19,306,438

The Draft Operational Plan 2025/26 Budget estimates for the General Fund provide for a budget with a
deficit of $532,739.00.

The Draft Operational Plan Budget is as presented at the Budget Workshop prior to the April 2025
Council meeting, with main variables and additional information:

. Applying the full Rate Peg for Lockhart Shire of 4.9%.
o Local Government Award increase for salaries of 3.0%.
. Plant Replacement program nett estimate reduced by $400K

Rate Peg: The rate peg, as it is commonly known, is the maximum percentage amount by which a
council may increase its General Rate income for the year. The rate peg applies to General Rate income
in total, and not to individual ratepayers’ rates. The rate peg does not apply to sewerage charges or
waste management charges.

The rate peg for the 2025/26 rating year was announced by IPART NSW at 4.9% for Lockhart. Council
has applied the full 4.9% rate peg to the General Rates for the Draft Operational Plan Budget. This
equates to a dollar increase in total General Rate income of approximately $144,000.
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Employee Salaries and Wages: The Local Government Award stipulates an Award increase to
employee salaries for 2025/26 of 3%. This equates to a dollar increase in salaries and wages of
approximately $146,000.

Interest on overdue rates: The Office of Local Government (OLG) has advised the maximum amount
of interest that can be charged on overdue rates during the period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 will be
10.5%.

Fees & Charges: Council’'s main fees & charges are for waste management services and sewerage
services:

- Waste management service charges have proposed increases of 4.1%.
- Sewer charges have increases ranging from 8.1% to 8.4%.

- Sewer charges increases are in line with the Integrated Water Cycle Management Strategy report
from January 2024.

Plant Utilisation: The Manager of Works has undertaken a review of plant utilisation, resulting in a nett
decrease in the Plant Replacement Program for 2025/26 of $400K by utilising the one CAT Loader for
all Waste Management Sites. The CAT Loader unit will be floated to where it is needed. The nett cost
of the proposed Plant Replacement Program for 2025/26 is now $932,000.

Council’'s complete list of Fees & Charges will be provided under separate cover prior to the May Council
meeting.

Sewer Fund Report
The following table provides a summary of Sewer Fund expenditure for 2025/26.

Total Operating Expenditure (excl. Depreciation) 536,921
Total Depreciation 274,000
Total Capital Expenditure 154,210
Total Expenditure 965,131

The Draft 2025/26 Budget estimates for the Sewer Fund provide for a budget with a surplus of
$74,900.00.

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference

E1: Advocate and prepare for the long term sustainability of our Shire.
E1: Continue to enhance sound financial management policies and practices.

E1: Meet all governance and regulatory requirements in the conduct of council’s operations.

Legislative Policy and Planning Implications

Council is required to adopt its Operational Plan (including annual budget), Delivery Program and LTFP
by 30 June after first having publicly exhibited the Draft Plans for 28 days and considering any
submissions received.

Budget and Financial Aspects

The Draft Budget and Operation Plan will be prepared by Council officers within existing resources.

Attachments

1. Draft Delivery Program 2025/26 to 2028/29, and Draft Operational Plan for 2025/26 (including
annual budget) incorporating Council’s Revenue Policy (to be provided under separate cover prior
to meeting).

2. Proposed Fees and Charges for 2025/26 and LTFP 2025/26 to 2034/35. (to be provided under
separate cover prior to meeting).
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Recommendation: That:

a) Council endorses, for the purpose of public exhibition, the Draft Operational Plan for 2025/26,
Draft Delivery Program 2025/26 to 2028/29, (incorporating the Revenue Policy and Fees and
Charges) and Draft Long Term Financial Plan 2025/26 to 2034/35.

b) Following the 28-day public exhibition period, Council further considers the Draft documents at
an extraordinary Council meeting to be held on 23 June 2025, in conjunction with any public
comments or submissions received, for the purpose of adoption prior to 30 June 2025.

65/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Walker that:

a) Council endorses, for the purpose of public exhibition, the Draft Operational Plan for 2025/26,
Draft Delivery Program 2025/26 to 2028/29, (incorporating the Revenue Policy and Fees and
Charges) and Draft Long Term Financial Plan 2025/26 to 2034/35.

b) Following the 28-day public exhibition period, Council further considers the Draft documents at
an extraordinary Council meeting to be held on 23 June 2025, in conjunction with any public
comments or submissions received, for the purpose of adoption prior to 30 June 2025.

7.  FEES PAYABLE TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS
(GM: 25/4616)

Executive Summary

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal (LGRT) issued an Annual Report and Determination on
17 April 2025. Fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors are required to be within the range set by the
LGRT.

Report

Policy 1.1 Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to the Mayor and Councillors provides that
the Council shall, prior to 30 June each year, set by resolution the annual fees to be paid, monthly in
arrears, to the mayor and councillors for the following year commencing 1 July, provided that such fee
shall be within the range for the Council determined annually by the LGRT.

The LGRT is required to report to the Minister for Local Government by 1 May each year as to its
determination of categories and the maximum and minimum amounts of fees to be paid to mayors and
councillors.

Lockhart Shire Council has been categorised by the LGRT as “Rural”. This category comprises councils
with a population of less than 10,000.

The LGRT has determined a 3 per cent per annum increase in the minimum and maximum fees
applicable to each category from 1 July 2025, after taking into consideration a range of factors including
the Consumer Price Index, Wage Price Index, Full-time Adult Average Weekly Ordinary Time Earnings,
NSW Public Sector increases and Local Government State Award increases, IPART Rate Peg Base
Cost Change, Public Service Senior Executive remuneration determinations by the Statutory and Other
Offices Remuneration Tribunal, and State Members of Parliament Basic Salary remuneration
determinations by the Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal.

The new maximum and minimum amounts payable to the mayors and councillors of “Rural” councils,
including Lockhart Shire Council, from 1 July 2025 are as follows:

Annual Fee - Councillor Annual Fee - Mayor
Minimum Fee Maximum Fee Minimum Fee Maximum Fee
$10,530 $13,930 $11,210 $30,390

The fees currently being paid for the period 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 were determined by Council at
its meeting held on 20 May 2024. The fees are currently $12,860 per annum for Councillors and $29,500
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per annum for the Mayor after the Council resolved at that meeting to adopt the midpoint between the
minimum and maximum allowable for councillors and the maximum amount allowable for the Mayor.

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference

E1: Advocate and prepare for the long-term sustainability of our Shire.
E1: Promote the increased participation of local people in local government and the community.

E1: Meet all governance and regulatory requirements in the conduct of Council operations.

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications

Sections 248 and 249 of the Local Government Act provide that a council may fix the annual fee payable
to the mayor and councillors and, if it does so, it must fix the annual fee in accordance with the
appropriate determination of the LGRT.

If a council does not fix the annual fee it must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by the LGRT.

Pursuant to section 448 (k) of the Local Government Act Councillors are not required to disclose an
interest relating to the payment of fees to councillors (including the mayor and deputy mayor).

Budget & Financial Aspects

The fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors for the period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 as resolved
by Council will be incorporated into the 2025/26 Operational Plan Budget.

Attachments

Nil.

Recommendation: That Council determine the annual fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors for
the period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026.

A MOTION was moved by Crs Marston and Rushby that Council determine the annual fees payable
to the Mayor and Councillors for the period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026.

An AMENDMENT was moved by Cr Marston, seconded by Cr Jones that the Mayor be paid at the
maximum allowance, and that Councillors be paid at the maximum allowance.

The amendment was put to the meeting and was LOST. (For: 2, Against: 7)

An AMENDMENT was moved by Cr Driscoll, seconded by Cr Hunter that there be no change to the
current (24/25) fees being paid to the Mayor and Councillors for the period 1 July 2025 to 30 June
2026.

The amendment became the substantive motion and was put. (For: 7, Against: Nil)

66/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Walker that there be no change to the current (24/25)
fees being paid to the Mayor and Councillors for the period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026.

QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS

Cr Walker
Nil.

Cr Jones
Nil.

Cr Hunter
Nil.
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Cr Rushby

Nil.

Cr Mathews

i)

ii)

Passing of Keith Edgerton: Cr Mathews advised of the passing of Mr Keith Edgerton, a long-time
resident of Lockhart, and listed the many organisations Mr Edgerton had served on over the years.

Response — General Manager

The General Manager advised a condolence card will be sent to Mr Edgerton’s family.
Bluebird Café: Cr Mathews advised that significant maintenance works have been completed.

Tenison Ln: Cr Mathews advised that he travelled down Tenison Lane this week and reported that
the road is very rough with the usage by the Elecnor project vehicles. Watering was taking place to
suppress dust. Cr Mathews asked if there is an arrangement for the organisation to remediate the
roads once the project is completed.

Response — Director of Engineering

The Director advised that there is a clause in the agreement for remediation of roads to the condition
they were in prior to the project commencement.

Pool Covers: Cr Mathews enquired about the pool blankets mentioned by Michael McCormack MP
prior to the recent Federal election and asked for an update.

Response — General Manager

The General Manager advised that the offer of pool blankets was dependent on the Federal Coalition
being returned to government.

Cr Driscoll

i)

Attachments to Business Papers: Cr Driscoll requested that all attachments be included as part of
the business paper, rather than the longer attachments being separate.

Response — General Manager

The General Manager advised that the request will be reviewed with regards to feasibility and storage
capacity limitations on Council’s website.

Feedback on Swimming Pools and Australia Day Awards: Cr Driscoll asked if has there been any
feedback from the schools regarding the Australia Day awards, and any feedback on the running of
the pools.

Cr Jones suggested that a survey regarding the pool management might be helpful, particularly for the
Lockhart Pool.

Response — General Manager/Director of Engineering

The General Manager advised that only positive feedback has been received regarding Australia Day
and the Awards.

The Director of Engineering advised that there has been no targeted survey regarding the management
of the pools for the last season. Some feedback was received via the Community Strategic Plan
process. The Director further advised that no complaints were received from The Rock regarding the
pool manager over the season. The Director will undertake a survey.

Cr Day

i)

Grants: Cr Day asked if Council has considered, especially in the current financial climate, appointing
a Grants Officer to manage and apply for grants for Council?

Response — General Manager

The General Manager advised that Council’s Workforce Management Plan will be presented for
adoption at the extraordinary meeting to be held on 23 June 2025 and such a position could be
considered in the development of that plan.
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ii) Youth Engagement: Cr Day asked if Council has any plans for programs or activities to engage with
youth in the Shire?

Response — Director of Corporate & Community Services

The Director advised that Council’s Youth & Community Services Officer will be focussing on three main
pillars, Youth, Seniors and Volunteers. The volunteer focus will start with Council’'s section 355
Committees. The Officer has been working with schools, with a Youth Day held recently which was a
great success. There will be more structure in that space.

The Mayor advised that NSW Police are hoping to implement some PCYC programs within the Shire as
well.

The General Manager advised that Council’'s Road Safety Officer is planning to hold a Bicycle Safety
program during the July school holidays.

Cr Marston

i) Rate Payments: Cr Marston asked for information regarding changes which mean rates payments are
no longer being accepted at local post offices.

Response — Cr Rushby and Director of Corporate & Community Services

Cr Rushby, as the licensee at The Rock Post Office, advised that Australia Post have increased fees
from $9000 to $19000 which makes the service untenable. Cr Rushby, advised that neither he, nor his
counterpart at Lockhart were advised of the change by Australia Post. He and the Lockhart licensee
are communicating with their post office group to try to find a solution.

The Director advised that the agreement with Australia Post was due to be renewed and the minimum
fee had been dramatically increased ($9,500 to $19,000). The Director has spoken with Australia Post
regarding the possibility of a scale-able fee option without success. Council’'s Revenue Officer’s
investigations showed that Temora Shire and others are experiencing the same issue. Australia Post
had not communicated the increase to the local post offices. Unfortunately, the difficult decision had to
be made to cancel the agreement. Payments will be accepted up to 23 June 2025.

The assessments being paid through Australia Post were identified and those ratepayers have been
advised that this change has occurred.

DCCS/Revenue Officer may provide a payment day in each of the towns to allow ratepayers to make
payments during each payment period.

Cr Hunter asked if this could form a story in the local government newspaper?

The General Manager advised Council could raise the issue with LG NSW, the Country Mayors
Association, and the local Federal member.

CLOSED SESSION

Nil.

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 6.48pm.

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 19 May 2025, were confirmed as a true and accurate record at
the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 16 June 2025, at which time the signature was hereunto subscribed.

WDeiV- G. f)L\ffﬂ? CHAIRPERSON
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