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Mayoral Report 

Hi everyone 
 
On the 7th and 8th of August the General Manager and I travelled 
to Sydney for a Country Mayors Association meeting.  This 
meeting focused on crime, law and order.  The police minister 
advised that since they started to pay new recruits to train at the 
Academy in Goulburn, numbers have skyrocketed.  The last two 
graduating classes were the biggest ever.  This gives me some 
hope that our local staffing issues will be addressed soon. 
 
While in Sydney, we had a very positive meeting with the developers of The Kings 
Own site in The Rock. We will continue working with the developer and relevant 
stakeholders to progress this important Service Centre Project. 
 
Last Thursday I attended the NSW Volunteer of the Year Awards - Riverina section 
in Wagga.  This was a showcase of people from all walks of life, from young to old 
who do amazing things in their communities.  I was very pleased to be able to 
accept a certificate of recognition for the Pleasant Hills branch of the CWA in the 
Volunteer Teams category.  Well done to those ladies who work so hard for our 
communities. 
 
While I am congratulating people I must mention Majella Day of Lockhart.  Majella 
has recently represented NSW, as a member of the Allies team, in the national 
AFLW Under 18 Championships in Melbourne.  From her performance in that 
carnival, Majella was selected in the All-Australian team to play in the forward 
pocket.  If she chooses to pursue it, I believe a place in the AFLW is well within 
reach.  Congratulations Majella, you have made both your family and your 
community very proud. 
 
In this last month we have had the General Managerôs performance review 
following his first year in the position.  The review panel and fellow councillors were 
very pleased with Gavinôs performance and the seamless way he has led our 
council.  We look forward to the council achieving a number of goals around 
housing and land rezoning in the next 12 months. 
 
It is that time of year when the council is looking for an organisation within the 
Shire to host the Australia Day ceremony on Monday, 26 January 2026.  
Expressions of interest will be open shortly so please think about hosting the day 
for us. 
 
Until next timeé 
 
Cheers, Sharpie. 
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Counci l  Snippets 18 August 2025 

 

Australia Day 2026 

Council resolved to advertise for expressions of interest from organisations to host the 
2026 Australia Day commemorations, including the Australia Day awards.  Expressions 
of interest will be taken up to 26 September and can be emailed to 
mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au. 

 

Sponsorship ï Explorers Rifle Club 

Council voted to support the Lockhart-based Explorers Rifle Clubôs annual shooting 
competition, being held in September, with a contribution of $500.  Council is pleased 
to continue their support of this very popular event which attracts competitors from 
within the Riverina, northern Victoria, Canberra, Sydney and other parts of NSW. 

 

Survey Results ï Swimming Pool Operations ï 24/25 Season 

Councillors received the results of the survey conducted recently regarding the 
operation of Councilôs public swimming pools.  Lockhart respondents ranked their 
satisfaction an average of 3.25, last season Lockhartôs average score was 4.2.  The 
Rock respondents ranked their satisfaction an average of 5, last season The Rockôs 
average score was 3.3. 

 

The feedback received will be passed onto the pool contractors where appropriate.  
Issues related to Councilôs responsibilities will be actioned as budgets permit. 

 

Draft Policy ï Annual Bulky Waste Collection 

The Director of Planning and Environment presented a draft policy for provision of an 
annual bulky waste collection if it is to be reinstated.  This followed Councilôs decision 
to trial a waste voucher system in the 2024/25 financial year. 

 

Following that trial, it was decided that two (2) waste vouchers would be issued to each 
ratepayer in the local government area, allowing for two free disposals of waste at 
Councilôs waste facilities.  These vouchers were included with the rate notices which 
were delivered recently. 

 

The draft policy will be available to view on Councilôs website for no less than 28 days 
and submissions will be accepted up to 29 September 2025 via post to PO Box 21, 
Lockhart  NSW 2656 or mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au. 

 

Engineering Report 

Routine maintenance progressed on Councilôs roads throughout July, with an increase 
in pothole repairs across the road network due to ongoing wet weather.   

 

Parks and gardens staff continue with routine maintenance schedules, in readiness for 
Spring.  Maintenance and repairs to structures and grounds at Councilôs pools have 
commenced in preparation for the upcoming swimming season and new playground 
equipment has been installed at The Rock and Lockhart Recreation Grounds. 
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Lockhart Shire Council Silent Auction  
 

Lockhart Shire Council is holding a Silent Auction for surplus items located at 
Lockhart and The Rock Depots. 
 

Viewing Times: 
 

¶ Lockhart Depot: Wednesday, 10 September ï 9:00am to 12:00pm 

¶ The Rock Depot: Thursday, 11 September - 9:00am to 12:00pm 
 

Items you may expect to see include: 
 

¶ Steel gates 

¶ Guardrail steel 

¶ Box culverts 

¶ Shade sail frames 

¶ Fencing wire 

¶ Trailers 
 and other miscellaneous items 
 

Bidding Information: 
 

Bids are to be addressed to the General Manager and clearly marked: Silent 
Auction ï Lockhart or The Rock Depot ï item  
 

All bids must be submitted by Thursday, 19 September 2025. 
Successful bidders must make payment prior to pick-up. 
All items must be collected from the depot by Friday, 3 October 2025. 
 
Bids may be submitted to Lockhart Shire council via: 

Post:    PO Box 21, Lockhart NSW 2656 

Hand Delivered:  65 Green Street, Lockhart NSW 2656 
 

All enquiries are to be made to Jo-Anne 04 2769 2986 
 

Gavin Rhodes        PO Box 21 
General Manager       LOCKHART NSW  2656 
           Phone: 02 6920 5305 
           e-mail:mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au 
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