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Minutes 
mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au | lockhart.nsw.gov.au  

Ordinary Meeting 
 
 
Held:   20 October 2025 
Time:  5.00pm 
Location:  Council Chamber, 65 Green Street, Lockhart 
 

PRESENT 
Cr P Sharp (Mayor), Cr G Driscoll, Cr E Jones, Cr I Marston, Cr R Mathews, Cr B Rushby and Cr J Walker. 

Cr F Day OAM was admitted to the meeting via audio-visual link after being granted permission. 

Also in attendance were the General Manager; Director Corporate and Community Services; 
Director Engineering; Acting Director Planning and Environment; Manager Communications, Tourism & 
Economic Development; and Executive Assistant.  

The meeting opened with a prayer, followed by an Acknowledgement of Country. 

The Mayor reminded Councillors of their ethical obligations as reflected in the oath and affirmation of office, 
and the Code of Conduct. 

The Mayor also informed all persons present that the proceedings of the meeting were being recorded. 
 
 

APOLOGIES 
Cr Hunter has asked that her apology be recorded for this meeting and a leave of absence be granted. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the apology from Cr Hunter be accepted and leave of absence be granted. 

 
152/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mathews and Rushby that the apology from Cr Hunter be accepted 

and leave of absence be granted. 
 
 

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE OR ATTENDANCE VIA AUDIO 
VISUAL LINK 

Cr Day has requested permission to attend this meeting via audio-visual link. 

153/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Marston that Cr Day be given permission to attend this 
meeting via audio-visual link. 
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Monday, 15 September 2025 and the Extraordinary 
Meeting held on Thursday, 9 October 2025 as printed and circulated be taken as read and confirmed. 

 
154/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Walker that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 

on Monday, 15 September 2025 and the Extraordinary Meeting held on Thursday, 9 October 2025 
as printed and circulated be taken as read and confirmed. 

 

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY & NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 
Cr Driscoll declared a non-pecuniary interest in Staff Report 1 regarding the hosting of Australia Day as she 
sits on The Rock Showground and Golf Course Committee in her capacity as a member of The Rock 
Observatory committee. 
 

MAYORAL MINUTE 
Nil. 
 

REPORT ON MAYORAL & COUNCILLOR ACTIVITIES 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Report on Mayoral and Councillor activities be received and noted. 

 
155/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Walker and Mathews that the Report on Mayoral and Councillor 

Activities be received. 
 

 The Mayor, Cr Sharp, reported on activities during the past month as follows: 

7 Oct  Opened new, Riverina Regional Library mobile library in Lockhart. 

9 Oct  Attended Extraordinary council meeting. 

10 Oct Attended Spirit of the Land awards evening. 

15 Oct  Met with Aboriginal Corporation along with the General Manager. 

16 Oct  Met with Mr D Nimmo in The Rock along with the General Manager. 

 Cr Day reported the following activities: 

9 Oct  Attended the Extraordinary Council Meeting – Audited Statements 

10 Oct Attended Spirit of the Land Festival including the Presentation and Awards Night.   

15 Oct Hosted Coffee with a Councillor with Councillor Jones and the General Manager. 

 Cr Driscoll reported the following activities: 

28 Aug Attended Riverina Water County Council meeting in Wagga. 

3 Sept Attended Riverina Water Executive Meeting in Wagga. 

15 Sept Attended Councillor Financial Sustainability Workshop in Lockhart. 

19 Sept Attended The Rock Observatory Committee meeting. 

29/9-2 Oct Attended the Murray Darling Association Annual General Meeting and National 
Conference in Griffith. 

9 Oct Attended the Extraordinary meeting of Council, via audio-visual link. 

10 Oct Attended Spirit of the Land Awards Ceremony. 
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 Cr Mathews reported the following activities: 

21 Sept Attended Explorers Rifle Club Competition Weekend on behalf of the Mayor. 

10 Oct Attended Spirit of the Land Festival awards ceremony. 

 Cr Marston verbally reported the following activity: 

30 Sept Interviews at The Rock with TV channels 7 and 10. 

7 Sept Gave interview to TV Channel 10. 

10 Sept Attended Spirit of the Land Awards Ceremony. 

 Cr Jones verbally reported the following activities: 

9 Oct Attended Extraordinary meeting of Council, via audio-visual link. 

15 Oct Attended Coffee with a Councillor with Cr Day and the General Manager. 

11 & 12 Oct Attended Spirit of the Land 

URGENT MATTERS 
Nil. 
 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
Nil. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CR-1. AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE (ARIC) MINUTES 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the confirmed minutes of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee for 
meetings held on 13 August 2024, 24 September 2024, 4 December 2024, and 27 March 2025.  

 
156/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Jones and Cr Rushby that Council notes the confirmed minutes of 

the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee for meetings held on 13 August 2024, 24 September 
2024, 4 December 2024, and 27 March 2025. 

Executive Summary 

The Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) is an advisory committee established by a 
Council endorsed terms of reference, as required under the Local Government Act 1993 (‘the Act’) 
section 428A and the Guidelines for Risk Management and Internal Audit for Local Government in 
NSW (‘Guidelines’) issued by the OLG.  

Report 

The ARIC provides independent assurance to Council on governance, risk management, internal 
control, and continuous improvement matters as outlined under the ARIC Strategic Plan. The ARIC 
operates under a shared alliance model across six councils: Bland, Coolamon, Cootamundra-
Gundagai, Junee, Lockhart and Temora, supported by a shared Internal Audit Coordinator and 
Independent Chair. Council has appointed Cr Driscoll to be the Councillor observer on the Committee.  

The confirmed minutes of the ARIC meetings held on 13 August 2024, 24 September 2024, 4 
December 2024, and 27 March 2025 are attached to this report.  Future confirmed ARIC minutes will 
be provided to Council after each meeting to keep the Council informed of the ARIC’s activities.  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

10  Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making. 

11  Our leadership is responsive, strategic and collaborative. 

12  Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 

The Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) is an advisory committee established by a 
Council endorsed terms of reference, as required under the Local Government Act 1993 (‘the Act’) 
section 428A and the Guidelines for Risk Management and Internal Audit for Local Government in 
NSW (‘Guidelines’) issued by the OLG.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

• Operational Plan 2025/26 

Attachments 

• ARIC Minutes – 13 August 2024 

• ARIC Minutes – 24 September 2024 

• ARIC Minutes – 4 December 2024 

• ARIC Minutes – 27 March 2025 
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DELEGATES’ REPORTS 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Delegate’s report be received and noted. 

 
157/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Mathews that the Delegate’s report be received and 

noted. 
 

DR-1. LOCKHART MUSEUM MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING – 30 SEPTEMBER 2025 

Report 

Prior to the meeting, I was given an extensive and comprehensive tour of the Museum by Secretary, 
Paul Creek.  Under the leadership of President Mandy Strong, the Museum Management Committee 
and volunteers have done an extraordinary job, not only maintaining a first-class Museum with each 
section carefully planned and curated but also providing outstanding service as the local Tourist 
Information Centre.  Their dedication and commitment support both the cultural and tourism profile of 
the Shire and reflect a remarkable level of care and professionalism. 

Key Matters Discussed 

• Museum Advisor, Margot Jolly, advised the Committee on the fire at The Rock Museum on 
29 September 2025, which fortunately caused only minimal damage. 

• Ongoing hard work by the Committee and volunteers to finalise projects. 

• Current exhibitions are ongoing, with maintenance works also in progress. As part of an 
insurance repair, a painter is scheduled to commence work on 1st October 2025. 

• Development of a new section on Crawford, coordinated by the Museum Management 
Committee. 

• Planning for the upcoming Festival, including morning and afternoon teas, organised by the 
Committee with support from volunteers. 

• A watercolour of a tractor loaned for the Spirit of the Land Festival display. 

• A Combine recently added to the Museum collection, donated by Graeme and Lyn Wright. 

• Community engagement activities, including art and craft workshops. 

• Collaboration with local groups and Council to enhance visitor experiences and tourism 
opportunities. 

Matters for Noting 

• The Museum Committee and volunteers, with guidance from Museum Advisor Margot Jolly, 
continue to maintain a very high standard across all Museum and Tourist Information Centre 
activities. 

• The Museum, as a central community and tourism institution, continues to of great benefit to the 
Shire, visitors, and residents. 

• New displays, careful maintenance, and the Spirit of the Land Festival planning, further enhance 
community engagement and tourism. 

• The Committee’s work highlights the extraordinary contribution of the Management Committee, 
volunteers in both preserving the Museum and supporting the Tourist Information Centre, 
benefiting residents and visitors alike. 

Cr Frances Day OAM 
Delegate 
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STATUS REPORT/PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE ISSUED 
Status Report: Council Resolutions and Tasks to be finalised. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Status Report and Correspondence Précis be received and noted. 

 
158/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Mathews that the Status Report and Correspondence 

Précis be received and noted. 
 

Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 15 September 2025 

130/25 DCCS Audited Financial Statements 2024/2025 
That Council certify in its opinion the General 
Purpose Financial Statements and the Special 
Purpose Financial Statements as prepared, are 
in accordance with the attached certificates and 
that the certificates be completed by the Mayor, 
a Councillor, General Manager and 
Responsible Accounting Officer. 

Resolution 130/25. 

128/25 DPE PP-2025-1047 Lot Size Amendment for 
South Lockhart 
That Council supports the Planning Proposal 
and moves to the Finalisation Stage of the LEP 
making process. 

 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 August 2025 

110/25 DPE Draft Policy – Annual Bulky Waste 
Collection 
That the draft Annual Bulky Waste Collection 
Policy be placed on public exhibition for a 
period of not less than 28 days and any 
submissions received be considered prior to 
adoption of the policy. 

The draft Policy has been placed on 
Council’s website. Notification that 
the policy is on public exhibition will 
also be provided in the Council 
newsletter and on social media. 
Report will be brought to November 
meeting. 

105/25 DCCS Request for Financial Assistance – 
Explorers Rifle Club 
That Council contributes an amount of $500 
towards the Explorers Rifle Club Annual 
Shooting Competition and that the contribution 
be funded from the 2025/26 budget allocation 
for Section 356 contributions. 

Resolution 105/25 Payment 
processed. 
Complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 June 2025 

80/25 DPE Review of Trial Waste Voucher System 
that: 
1. Council proceeds with the annual voucher 

system for the disposal of waste for 
residents; and 

2. A policy be developed regarding provision 
of a bulky waste collection. 

Vouchers issued with rate notices. 
 
Report will be brought to November 
2025 meeting regarding draft policy. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

78/25 DE Road Naming – Lockhart Subdivision 
That Council: 
1) Endorses the change of name from Prichard 

Place to Prichard Street;  
2) Determines the road names for the 

extensions of Prichard Street and Veneris 
Street, Lockhart; 

3) Determines the name of the new cul-de-sac 
to be “Grinter Place”; and 

4) Submits a road naming proposal in line with 
items (1), (2) and (3) above to the 
Geographical Names Board. 

In progress.  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 March 2025 

38/25 DPE Proposed Acquisition of Land at The Rock 
1. Council proceeds with the purchasing of the 

land known as Lot 2, DP1196082 Burkes 
Street, The Rock and authorise the General 
Manager to negotiate the sale with the 
current landowner; and 

2. Council withdraws the current Development 
Application for the installation of a car park 
at Lot 2, DP1196082 Burkes Street, The 
Rock; and 

3. Concept plans with Council’s preferred 
option(s) for the use of the site be developed 
and be presented at a future Council 
meeting. 

General Manager and Director of 
Planning & Environment met with 
Council’s solicitor on 27 May 2025 
with relevant documentation for the 
purchase of the property to being 
prepared. 
Quotes from two surveyors have 
been sourced. Awaiting additional 
quote to make decision on which 
surveyor to proceed with. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 June 2024 

125/24 DPE Planning Proposal for Existing R5 Large Lot 
Residential Land at South Lockhart 
Council: 
a. Endorses the Planning Proposal and 

forward it to the Minister for Planning 
seeking an Amendment to the Lockhart 
Local Environmental Plan 2012 and request 
that a Gateway Determination be issued, 
including the delegation of Plan making 
powers, so as to enable the public exhibition 
of the Planning Proposal pursuant to the 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 
1979; 

b. Upon receipt of a Gateway Determination 
under Section 56 of the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act 1979, places 
the Planning Proposal and any supporting 
material on public exhibition pursuant to any 
requirements of the Gateway Determination 
and Section 57 of the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act 1979; and 

c. Subject to the conditions of the Gateway 
Determination, undertakes those actions 
necessary to address outstanding matters. 

Exhibition of the planning proposal 
has closed. Several submissions 
were received throughout the 
exhibition period.   
Refer to Staff Report 4 regarding the 
planning proposal. 
Superseded by Resolution 128/25. 
Complete. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

120/24 GM Naming of 109 Green Street, Lockhart 
That Council invites naming proposals from the 
general community for the public open space at 
109 Green Street, Lockhart. 

On hold pending consideration of the 
use of adjacent Council-owned 
buildings, with naming to be 
considered in context of the whole 
precinct. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 15 April 2024 

65/24 DCCS/ 
DPE 

Housing Initiatives and Opportunities for 
Council 
1. Development applications be prepared for 

the construction of two x three-bedroom 
units on an allotment in each of the two 
proposed subdivisions in Prichard Place, 
Lockhart. 

2. A development application be prepared for 
the construction of a single dwelling house 
on 65 Nicholas Street, The Rock for staff 
accommodation. 

3. Council endorses an approach being made 
to Transport for NSW regarding availability 
to purchase Lots 4/5 and 7/8 Section 14, 
Nicholas Street, The Rock. 

 
 
1.  Consultant has been engaged 

and preliminary plans to be 
presented at a future Council 
meeting for endorsement. 
 

2.  Council reconsiders developing 
65 Nicholas St, The Rock in light 
of budget constraints and 
considers selling this block of 
land. 

3. Transport for NSW (TfNSW) 
advises there is a pause on 
disposal of land which has been in 
place for over 12 months. TfNSW 
are unsure of timeframe. TfNSW 
indicated we can work in the 
background in preparation for 
when the TfNSW “pause” 
changes. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 September 2023 

163/23 DCCS Magnolia Lodge and Youth Flats 
1) Concept plans be prepared for the 

development of additional accommodation 
on the Magnolia Lodge site in Green Street 
and the Youth Flats site in Drummond Street 
Lockhart to facilitate further investigation 
and negotiation with the NSW Land and 
Housing Corporation. 

 
MANEX is reviewing the criteria of the 
Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure (Homes NSW) “in 
principle” support. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 15 September 2025 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
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st
io

ns
 

& 
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 DE Cr Sharp: Road Maintenance 
Asked if the Jetpatcher could please be sent 
out to Henty Pleasant Hills Road prior to 
commencement of the Henty Machinery Field 
Days? 

 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 August 2025 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 GM Cr Hunter: Council Prayer 
Asked for the history on Council’s prayer and 
meaning of some of the wording e.g. “beseech 
thee to vouchsafe thy blessing”.  Cr Hunter 
feels that the current wording is outdated and 
irrelevant; and asked if it could be updated. 

Updated wording of the Council 
Prayer has been included in Staff 
Report 8 regarding the Model Code of 
Meeting Practice. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 21 July 2025 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
ue

st
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 GM Cr Driscoll: December Council Meeting 
Asked if it would be possible to hold a council 
meeting in the community centre, perhaps in 
December? 

Investigations regarding audio-
visual/recording requirements being 
undertaken. 
Meeting to be held in The Rock in 
December. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 June 2025 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 DCCS Cr Day: Youth 
Asked if Council would consider forming a 
youth-led advisory group to encourage input by 
the youth within the community? 

Council had established Youth 
Advisory committees at both Central 
schools which became less active 
through Covid.  This is a project for 
new Community Services Officer to 
re-invigorate these committees. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 March 2025 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 GM Cr Mathews: Sister Cities 
Cr Mathews recalled the unanimous decision 
on 15 May 2023 “that Council enters into a 
relationship with Lockhart Texas, starting with 
correspondence with the mayors then 
progressing to engagement through local 
schools” and the action which has dropped off 
the Status Report.  Cr Mathews requested a 
copy of the letter sent to the Mayor of Texas 
and asked if a decision could be made to either 
move forward with or discontinue the project. 

The General Manager has emailed 
the Lockhart Central School Principal 
to determine whether a relationship 
has been established with a 
corresponding school in Lockhart, 
Texas, and if not, whether there is 
interest in pursuing this project. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 February 2025 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
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 GM Cr Driscoll: The Kings Own  
Where are we with The Kings Own? Can site 
be monitored? 

Have enquired with the developer for 
an estimated timeframe for when 
contractors will be back on site. 
Sent notices to landowner regarding 
tidying the land up and providing 
adequate fencing to secure the site. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 August 2024 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
ue
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 DCCS Cr Mathews: Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates 
Referred to a recent newspaper report of other 
councils selling properties for unpaid rates and 
asked if that was a possibility in Lockhart Shire. 

A review of properties with unpaid 
rates and eligibility for potential sale 
will be conducted as part of year-end 
Statements process. 

Correspondence Received 

Date sent to 
Councillors 

From Subject 

22/9/2025 Spirit of the Land 
Committee 

Invitation to attend Awards Presentation on 10 October 2025. 
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STAFF REPORTS 

Strategic Direction 1:  Community 
A vibrant, connected community with opportunities for all. 
 
Cr Driscoll declared a non-pecuniary interest in the following item and vacated the chamber during the debate. 
 
SR-1. HOST ORGANISATION – AUSTRALIA DAY 2026 

(GM: 25/9671) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council determines the host organisation for the 2026 Australia Day commemorations. 

 
159/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Rushby and Marston that The Rock Showground and Golf 

Course Committee be appointed as hosts for the 2026 Australia Day commemorations. 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to select a host organisation for the 2026 Australia Day commemorations 
and the Australia Day Awards nomination process. 

Report 

Australia Day 2026 will be celebrated on Monday, 26 January 2026. 

In recent years the Council’s Australia Day celebrations have been held at: 

2025 Yerong Creek Public Hall 

2024 The Rock Recreation Ground 

2023 Lockhart Swimming Pool (hosted by the Lockhart Football & Netball Club) 

2022 Pleasant Hills Recreation Ground 

2021 Yerong Creek Public Hall 

2020 The Rock Swimming Pool (hosted by The Rock Recreation Ground Management Committee) 

2019 Lockhart Swimming Pool (hosted by the Lockhart Football & Netball Club) 

At the August 2025 meeting Council resolved to advertise for expressions of interest (EOI’s) from local 
organisations to host the 2026 Australia Day commemorations.  Expressions closed on 26 September 
2025 and two EOI’s were received, from The Rock Showground and Golf Course, and Lockhart Lions 
Club. 

Nominations will be invited for the following award categories by the closing date of 8 December 2025: 

1. Citizen of the Year  

2. Young Citizen of the Year  

3. Sportsperson of the Year  

4. Australia Day Award 

5. Student Achiever Award 

6. Discretionary Awards 

A notice will be placed in Council’s October and November Community Newsletter, posted on Council’s 
website and the Lockhart Community Facebook page as well as placed in numerous shop windows in 
the Shire. 

At its meeting on 18 August Council appointed Crs Mathews, Hunter and Driscoll to consider any 
nominations received and make recommendations to Council.  

Council provides a subsidy to the host organisation of $3,500 to put on the event which also provides 
a fundraising opportunity for the organisation. 
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Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 

2 Celebrate diversity and strengthen inclusion for all. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 

Nil. 
 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Provision has been made in Council’s 2025/26 Operational Plan Budget for the hosting of the 2026 
Australia Day commemorations and Awards ceremony. 

Attachments 

• Submission – The Rock Showground & Golf Course Management Committee 

• Submission – Lockhart Lions Club 
 
 
Cr Driscoll returned to the Chamber at 5.25pm. 
 

Strategic Direction 2:  Economy 
A diverse, thriving economy providing employment and growth. 
 
Nil. 
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Strategic Direction 3:  Environment 
Sustainable stewardship of our natural and built environments. 
 
SR-2. ENGINEERING REPORT 

(DE) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the information provided in the Engineering report, including updates on works 
delivery, capital projects and parks and gardens projects. 

 
160/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mathews and Rushby that Council notes the information provided 

in the Engineering report, including updates on works delivery, capital projects and parks and gardens 
projects. 

Executive Summary 

Monthly report on engineering matters. 

Background Information 

Works 

Council continues to implement its scheduled works programs in accordance with the adopted Delivery 
Program and Operational Plan.  Regular maintenance and capital upgrades are essential to ensuring 
the long-term serviceability and safety of the local and regional road networks, supporting the 
economic, social, and environmental wellbeing of the community. 

Regional Roads – Routine Maintenance: Ongoing maintenance continued across multiple locations to 
improve road surfaces and enhance motorist safety.  Works included signage repairs, vegetation 
control, and drainage maintenance. 

Local Sealed Roads – Routine Maintenance: Minor defect repairs were carried out to improve surface 
integrity. Additional works included signage maintenance, vegetation management, and drainage 
improvements. 

Local Unsealed Roads – Maintenance Grading: Grading operations were undertaken to improve 
accessibility, ride quality, and drainage on priority unsealed routes. The program has made some 
progress since the last report but remains behind schedule; however, productivity is expected to 
improve as conditions continue to dry out. 

Flood Repairs – DRFA Claim 1034: Priority restoration works continued under the Disaster Recovery 
Funding Arrangements (DRFA), with a focus on repairing critical infrastructure damaged by previous 
flood events. 

Capital Works Program 

Vincent Road: Drainage, pavement, and sealing have been completed. Roadside furniture installation 
is scheduled for completion in the coming weeks. 

Emily Street, The Rock: Drainage upgrades have been completed. 

Cole Street, Yerong Creek: Works have commenced and are being delivered in two stages due to 
delays while Riverina Water determines their required actions. Stage 1 culvert installation on Cole 
Street has been completed, with pavement and footpath works currently underway. Stage 2 culvert 
installation (Cole Street to Olympic Highway) is yet to commence. 

Harry Davies Drive: Earthworks have been completed. The culvert base has been placed, with the 
remaining drainage works scheduled for completion in the coming weeks. 

Prichard Place Development: Site clearing and sewer installation have been completed.  Stormwater 
works have now commenced. 

Grubben Road: Pavement works have been completed. 

Flood Detour Road: Drainage and pavement works have been completed. 
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Lockhart The Rock Road: Road reconstruction works include drainage improvements, pavement 
widening, and pavement correction. Drainage and pavement works have now been completed. 

Reseal Program: Reseal works are programmed to commence in early November. Preparation works 
have already commenced. 

Summary 

Council continues to make strong progress across both maintenance and capital works programs. 
With favourable weather conditions, delivery of the capital program is expected to ramp up over the 
coming month. Key infrastructure projects are advancing well, with several completed completion. 
Council’s ongoing commitment to planned works ensures the continued improvement and resilience 
of the local and regional road networks, aligning with Council’s long-term strategic objectives. 

Parks & Gardens 

• Staff have been kept busy meeting the needs of the various organising committees relating to 
the Spirit of the Land, the Picnic Races, Lockhart Show, and ensuring Lockhart pool was ready 
to be open earlier than normal to cater for the visitors to Lockhart over this period.  A huge thank 
you to Parks and Garden staff who excelled under trying circumstances. 

• Our attention now shifts to presenting The Rock township for the upcoming Show and street 
markets on 18 October and 1 November. 

• With the weather starting to warm up grass and unfortunately weeds are requiring a lot more of 
our attention so available, qualified staff will undertake spraying maintenance around our 
townships on a regular basis. 

• Staff will continue with routine maintenance of all parks, gardens and green spaces in 
preparation for the upcoming holiday/Christmas season. 

Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 

Nil. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

8 Plan, develop and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces 

Budget and Financial Aspects 

Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget. 

Attachments 

Nil.  
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SR-3. PURCHASE OF LOT 5 DP 240348, THE ROCK MANGOPLAH ROAD 
(DE: 25/9303) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council endorses the purchase of Lot 5 DP240348 for $1.00.  

 
161/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Rushby that Council endorses the purchase of Lot 5 

DP240348 for $1.00. 

Executive Summary 

Council was approached in 2021 to purchase Lot 5 DP240348, The Rock Mangoplah Road.  The 
previous Director of Engineering and Environmental Services advised that Council would accept the 
road at no cost to Council.  The contract of sale has been executed, and Council now owns the lot.  

Background Information 

In 2021 the Estate of Sylvia Evenhuis through the NSW Trustee and Guardian, approached Council 
requesting transfer of ownership from the estate to Council.  Council’s former Director of Engineering 
and Environmental Services gave approval subject to there being no cost to Council.  The land was 
not transferred at that time but sold privately in 2025 to Robyn Hughes.  The subject land is shown 
below.  

 

Report 

The new property owner contacted Council in early 2025 seeking to sell the land to Council. Council 
provided the same advice that was given in 2021, that Council would accept the land at no cost.  
Subsequently, the parties agreed, and contracts have been exchanged for the transfer of ownership 
to Council.  A token amount of $1 was agreed as the sale price.  All legal fees and ancillary costs were 
borne by the property owner.  

The land will now be available for any future widening and be treated as part of the road reserve.  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

8. Plan, develop, and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces. 

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 

Nil. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Within existing budgets. 

Attachments 

Nil.  
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SR-4. PROPOSED ROAD NAMING – GRINTER PLACE, LOCKHART 
(DE: 25/8971) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council endorses the naming of the new road “Grinter Place” for submission to the NSW 
Government Gazette.  

 
162/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Mathews that Council endorses the naming of the new 

road “Grinter Place” for submission to the NSW Government Gazette. 

Executive Summary 

The proposed naming of the new road in Lockhart “Grinter Place” was placed on public exhibition with 
no comments received.  The proposal will now be finalised in accordance with Council’s Policy 1.26 
Naming of Roads, Bridges, Public Places and Buildings and the relevant legislation.  

Background Information 

At the June 2025 meeting Council endorsed the naming of unnamed roads in Lockhart.  Council 
resolved to submit a road naming proposal for the new cul-de-sac ‘Grinter Place’ to the Geographical 
Names Board.  Veneris Street and Prichard Street were gazetted on 18 July 2025.   

Report 

The proposed name, Grinter Place, was publicly exhibited for 28 days.  No submissions were received.  
A road naming proposal was submitted to the Geographical Names Board.  The proposal was 
approved on 19 September 2025.  Council must now update the NSW Government Gazette.  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

8 Plan, develop, and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces 

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 

Roads Act 1993 Division 4 Section 162 Naming of Public Roads  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Within existing budgets 

Attachments 

Nil. 
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SR-5. PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
(DPE) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the information provided in the Planning and Environment report. 

 
163/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Walker that Council notes the information provided in 

the Planning and Environment report. 

Executive Summary 

Monthly report on priority weeds, environmental matters and development approvals. 

Background Information 

Biosecurity 
WEEDS 

Property Inspections 

The majority of inspections were carried out on vacant land. 

The most commonly found weeds were St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum), Horehound 
(Marrubium vulgare), African lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula), and Privet (Ligustrum sp.), respectively. 

No. 1st 
Inspections 

No. Re-
inspections 

required 

No. 2nd 
Inspections 

No. Biosecurity 
Undertakings 

Accepted 

No. Biosecurity 
Directions 

Issued 

No. 3rd 
Inspections 

No. 4th 
Inspections 

7 7 0 0 0 0 0 

Control Program 

Priority has been given to the control of Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), Horehound 
(Marrubium vulgare) and Wild radish (Raphanus raphanistrum) on roadside reserves and council 
managed land.  

Albert Smiths Lane, Bankvale Road, Bryan Westblade Lane, Fletts Lane, Jim McDonnells Lane, Long 
Park Road, Seberrys Lane, Slocums Lane, Soldier Settlement Road, Spanish Avenue and Galore Hill 
Scenic Reserve were inspected for Horehound.  Infestations were controlled. 

The townships of Milbrulong, Pleasant Hill and The Rock were inspected for Bridal creeper.  Woodend 
Fiveways Road was also inspected.  Infestations were controlled. 

Development Approvals 
This report advises of the Development Application Approvals for September 2025. 

DA/CDC No. Development Site of Development Applicant Value 
DA21/26 Shed 48 King Street, The Rock David McInness $ 28,800.00 
DA19/26 Shipping Container 1 Piper Street, The Rock Paul McGregor $ 9,500.00 
DA18/26 Carport and Verandah 21-23 Reid Street, Lockhart Tim Carter $ 26,800.00 
CDC17/26 Swimming Pool 60 Terlichs Lane, Milbrulong Damon Sly – Kadrow Pty Ltd $ 75,490.00 
DA16/26 Shipping Containers 77-79 Reid Street, Lockhart David Norton $ 10,000.00 
DA15/26 Shed 16 Bretton Street, The Rock James Buggy $ 39,000.00 
   Total $ 189,590.00 

Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 

Weed inspections and associated activities are carried out in accordance the Biosecurity Act 2015 and 
associated regulations. 

Development applications are processed under the provisions of the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979. 
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Community Strategic Plan 2035 

7 Protect and enhance our natural yet changing environment.  

8 Plan, develop and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 

Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget. 

Attachments 

Nil.  
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SR-6. PROPOSED ROAD CLOSURE AND SALE OF LAND, THE ROCK 
(DE: 25/8970) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

a) Proceeds with public notification of the intention to close and sell Aumanns Lane; and 

b) Receives a further report at the completion of the notification period.   
 
164/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Walker and Jones that Council: 

a) Proceeds with public notification of the intention to close and sell Aumanns Lane; and 

b) Receives a further report at the completion of the notification period. 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a request to purchase Aumanns Lane, The Rock from one of the adjoining 
landowners.  

Background Information 

Aumanns Lane, The Rock is located off Jaegers Lane.  Confusingly, Morgans Lane, The Rock has a 
physical sign stating “Aumanns Lane” and the actual Aumanns Lane has no sign.  Staff are ordering 
new signs to rectify the error.  Additionally, Aumanns Lane was included in Council resolution of March 
2023 to upgrade 1.8km from Earth Formation to Gravel Class 2.  This would need to be amended.  

Aumanns Lane has five lots adjacent to it, owned by two different owners.  The owners on the western 
side have requested to purchase Aumanns Lane.  Aumanns Lane is an unconstructed road in 
Council’s road hierarchy, and the road terminates at Burkes Creek.  

 
Map of Aumanns Lane, Jaegers Lane and Morgans Lane, The Rock 

Council has received a request by one of the adjoining landowners to purchase Aumanns Lane from 
Jaegers Lane to Burkes Creek, an earth formation road.  

Report 

The subject site is a Council road and a surveyor would be required to prepare any future plans if 
Council was to resolve to proceed with the sale. The key components of any property investigation 
would include determining whether any underground services exist, other infrastructure in or above 
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the road, potential easements, and/or Section 88B instruments which may be required to be registered.  
Detailed property investigations and full land survey is critical in determining potential obstacles that 
may constrain the road closure and its potential sale to the adjoining landowner. 

Preliminary investigations indicate that Riverina Water and Telstra both have assets which cross 
Aumanns Lane Easements would need to be created as part of the closure over all existing assets.  

 
Riverina Water asset location in Aumanns Lane 

 
Telstra asset location in Aumanns Lane 
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The area of the proposed closure is approximately 53,202m2 for Aumanns Lane.  

In accordance with the Part 4 Division 3 of the Roads Act 1993, Section 38B, the notification required 
process for closing a council road is as follows: 

38B Notification of proposal to close council public road 

(1) A council that is proposing to close a council public road must cause notice of the proposal -  

(a) to be published in a local newspaper, and 

(b) to be given to-- 

(i) all owners of land adjoining the road, and 

(ii) all notifiable authorities, and 

(iii) any other person (or class of person) prescribed by the regulations. 

(2) The notice -  

(a) must identify the road that is proposed to be closed, and 

(b) must state that any person is entitled to make submissions to the council with respect to the 
closing of the road, and 

(c) must indicate the manner in which, and the period (being at least 28 days) within which, any 
such submission should be made. 

Following the notification period Section 38D states 

(1) After considering any submissions that have been duly made with respect to the proposal, the 
council may, by notice published in the Gazette, close the public road concerned.  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

10.  Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making. 

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 

Roads Act 1993 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

All costs are borne by the applicant. Council will receive market value for the land being sold.  

Attachments 

Nil. 
 

 

https://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ra199373/s32b.html#council_public_road
https://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ra199373/s32b.html#council_public_road
https://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ra199373/s32b.html#adjoining
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Strategic Direction 4: Leadership 
Effective leadership that engages, collaborates, and delivers. 
 
SR-7. INVESTMENT AND BANK BALANCES REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2025 

(DCCS: 25/9652) 

RECOMMENDATION 
a) That the September 2025 Investment and Bank Balances Report be received and noted. 

b) That the Responsible Accounting Officer Statement be noted, and the report be adopted. 
 
165/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Rushby: 

a) That the September 2025 Investment and Bank Balances Report be received and noted. 

b) That the Responsible Accounting Officer Statement be noted, and the report be adopted. 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the funds that have been invested and bank account 
balances. 

Report 

It is required under Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Section 625 
of the Local Government Act 1993 to provide the Council with a written report each month detailing all 
money that Council has invested. 

Cash at Bank 

 

Opening Combined Cashbook Balance 2,781,287.41
Add: Total Receipts

Miscellaneous 116,373.95
Rates 314,920.34
Debtors 243,491.37
Interest on Investments 12,805.61
Reedeemed Investment
Caravan Park Takings 15,597.00
RockOOSH CCS & Customer Payments 9,906.04
Lockhart ELC CCS & Customer Payments 49,943.49
Development / Planning Applications 17,793.13
Tip Fees 3,564.00
BAS - August 2025 47,127.00
Sale of Plant 2503 39,546.50
CCCF Half Yearly Payment 16,500.00
Grants - AGRN ND Floods 743,722.75
Community Energy Upgrades 13,350.00
Transfer LSL - New Employee 13,941.80

1,658,582.98

1,658,582.98
Less: Total Payments 1,671,732.65

New Investments 0
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 2,768,137.74

Closing Bank Statement Balance Bendigo Bank 2,698,465.40
Macquarie Bank 35,757.16
Bendigo Bank-Prichard Trust 32,010.78

2,766,233.34
Add: Outstanding Deposits 1,904.40

2,768,137.74
Less: Outstanding Cheques 0.00
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 2,768,137.74

Investments:

Bendigo Bank 4.15 1,000,000.00        15.31
National Australia Bank 4.25 700,000.00           9.19
National Australia Bank 3.85 700,000.00           21.43
imb 4.05 300,000.00           30.62
Bank of Queensland 3.90 500,000.00           21.43

Bendigo Bank at call 66,072.20             2.02

3,266,072.20        100.00
AMOUNT

General Fund 1490-3000-0000 -194302.47
Combined Sewerage 8490-3000-0000 2930429.43
Trust Fund 9991-3000-0000 32,010.78        

2,768,137.74 2,768,137.74
TOTAL FUNDS HELD ARE: 6,034,209.94        

% of Total Amount Invested 
Interest Rate per 

Annum
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Community Strategic Plan 2035 

12 Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 

• Local Government Act 1993 Section 625 Investments. 

• Local Government (General) Regulation Clause 212. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 

Council’s 2025/26 Operational Budget has forecast a total of $248,000 income from interest on 
investments for General Fund & Sewer Fund combined.  For the period July to September 2025, the 
average end of month balance of funds invested has been $3.27 million and the average return on 
invested funds has been 4.10%.  On these year to date figures, Council's budgeted income on 
investments will not be achieved for the General Fund and Sewer Fund.  This will be monitored and 
adjusted at the first Quarterly Budget Review. 

Responsible Accounting Officer Statement 

I, Craig Fletcher, hereby certify that all investments listed in this report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of Local Government (General) 
Regulation and Council's Investment Policy. The Internal and External Reserve amounts and 
Unrestricted Funds are estimate valued only, they are subject to change and review in part with the 
audit of Council's Financial Statements and each Quarterly Budget Review. 
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SR-8. REVIEW OF CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE 
(GM: 25/9625) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 
1. Notes the report on the new Code of Meeting Practice; 
2. Determines inclusion of clause 15.15 or 15.16; and 
3. Endorses the draft revised Lockhart Shire Council Code of Meeting Practice to be placed on 

public exhibition for a period of 28 days and allow up to 42 days for the receipt of submissions 
prior to presenting to Council for adoption in December 2025. 

 
166/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Walker that Council: 

a) Notes the report on the new Code of Meeting Practice; 

b) Includes clause 15.16; and 

c) Endorses the draft revised Lockhart Shire Council Code of Meeting Practice to be placed on 
public exhibition for a period of 28 days and allow up to 42 days for the receipt of submissions 
prior to presenting to Council for adoption in December 2025. 

Cr Rushby voted against the motion. 

Executive Summary 

Council’s Code of Meeting Practice has been reviewed in line with the recently released 2025 Model 
Code of Meeting Practice for Local Councils in NSW (2025 Model Meeting Code) issued by the Office 
of Local Government (OLG). Councils must adopt a new code incorporating the mandatory provisions 
of the 2025 Model Meeting Code by 31 December 2025. Failure to do so will result in the automatic 
overriding of any inconsistent provisions in the current code from 1 January 2026. 

Key changes include the prohibition of pre-meeting briefings, the mandatory livestreaming of meetings, 
and reduced ability for Councillors to attend meetings remotely. 

Report 

Section 360 of the Local Government Act provides that: 

1) The regulations may prescribe a model code of meeting practice for the conduct of meetings of 
councils and committees of councils of which all the members are councillors. 

2) The model code may contain both mandatory and non-mandatory provisions. 

3) A council must, not later than 12 months after an ordinary election of councillors, adopt a code 
of meeting practice that incorporates the mandatory provisions of the model code prescribed by 
the regulations. The adopted code may also incorporate the non-mandatory provisions and 
other provisions. 

4) A code adopted or amended by the council must not contain provisions that are inconsistent 
with the mandatory provisions. 

5) A council and a committee of the council of which all the members are councillors must conduct 
its meetings in accordance with the code of meeting practice adopted by it. 

The OLG has finalised and published a new 2025 Model Meeting Code following extensive 
consultation. This new code is prescribed under the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021. 
The new code introduces several key changes to meeting procedures for local councils in NSW, aiming 
to enhance transparency and public access.  

The 2025 Model Meeting Code has two elements: mandatory provisions (indicated in black font) that 
must be incorporated by all councils, and non-mandatory provisions (indicated in red font) that are 
recommended as best practice but can be adapted to local circumstances.  

The new mandatory provisions include:  

• Prohibition of pre-meeting briefings: These briefings, where councillors are briefed on agenda 
items before the public meeting, will be prohibited.  
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• Mandatory livestreaming: From 1 January 2026, all meetings of the council and committees 
comprising wholly of councillors must be livestreamed using an audio-visual recording.  

• Publication of recordings: The audio-visual recordings of meetings must be published on the 
council's website for the balance of the council term or for 12 months, whichever is the later 
date. 

Council will need to determine the inclusion of clause 15.15 or 15.16 under Expulsion from meetings.  

15.15 All chairpersons of meetings of the council and committees of the council are 
authorised under this code to expel any person, including any councillor, from a council 
or committee meeting, for the purposes of section 10(2)(b) of the Act. 

15.16 All chairpersons of meetings of the council and committees of the council are 
authorised under this code to expel any person other than a councillor, from a council or 
committee meeting, for the purposes of section 10(2)(b) of the Act. Councillors may only 
be expelled by resolution of the council or the committee of the council. 

Note: Councils may use either clause 15.15 or clause 15.16.  

Clause 15.17 will then be updated to reflect the relevant clause as determined by Council. 

Councils are required to adopt a new code of meeting practice that incorporates the mandatory 
provisions of the 2025 Model Meeting Code no later than 31 December 2025.  Accordingly, Council’s 
Code of Meeting Practice has been reviewed in line with the new Model Code of Meeting Practice 
issued by the OLG and is attached for Council’s endorsement to proceed on public display. 

Council is required to place its revised Code of Meeting Practice on public exhibition for 28 days and 
allow up to 42 days for the receipt of submissions before formally adopting the Code at its December 
Council Meeting. 

At its meeting on 18 August 2025 Cr Hunter asked for the history of Council’s opening prayer and 
asked if the outdated wording could be updated.  An updated version of the prayer is provided below: 

We ask that you bless this Council.  Guide us as we make decisions for the benefit of our 
citizens and the welfare of our Shire. 

Amen 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

10  Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 

It is a requirement of the Local Government Act that a council review its code of meeting practice within 
12 months of an ordinary council election.  The OLG has finalised and published a new 2025 Model 
Meeting Code following extensive consultation.  This new code is prescribed under the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2021.  

Under section 361 of the Local Government Act 1993, before adopting a new code of meeting practice, 
councils must first exhibit a draft of the code of meeting practice for at least 28 days and provide 
members of the community at least 42 days in which to comment on the draft code. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Provision will be made in Council’s 2025/26 Budget for the necessary upgrade of technology in the 
Council meeting chamber to facilitate mandatory livestreaming of Council meetings. 

Attachments 

• Draft Lockhart Shire Council Code of Meeting Practice   
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QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS 
Cr Marston 
Nil. 
 
 
Cr Driscoll 
i) Riverina Water County Council: Cr Driscoll advised that the next meeting is being held in Lockhart 

on Thursday, 23 October and will be followed by the official opening of a newly constructed water 
pipeline from Boree Creek to Morundah, drought-proofing some of the properties in that area. 

 
 
Cr Mathews 
i) Enquiry – Redlands Small School Site: Cr Mathews has been approached by Mrs Rose Lehmann 

with a request for signage identifying the site of Redlands School on Ben Hoffmanns Lane.  
Cr Mathews asked who is responsible for such things. 
Response – Mayor 
The Mayor advised that other, similar signage has been organised by local community groups. 

ii) Older Men: New Ideas: Cr Mathews advised he attended the first meeting of this new initiative in 
Lockhart for men transitioning to and/or through retirement to aid in combating loneliness.  Meetings 
are held every second Friday, and Cr Mathews invited the General Manager to attend. 

iii) Lockhart Show: Cr Mathews advised that the Lockhart Show was a great day and expressed his 
thanks to the Director of Corporate and Community Services, Director of Engineering, and Manager of 
Communications, Tourism and Economic Development for their involvement. 

iv) Explorers Rifle Club: Cr Mathews advised that he attended the recent competition day, which was a 
great success and attracted competitors from around Australia. 

 
 
Cr Rushby 
i) Vincents Rd: Cr Rushby commended council staff for the excellent job done on Vincents Road, it has 

been very well done. 
 
 
Cr Jones 
Nil. 
 
 
Cr Walker 
i) Vincents Road: Cr Walker echoed Cr Rushby’s commendation of the works completed on Vincents 

Road. 
ii) Mowing: Cr Walker commended the Parks and Gardens crew on a job well done in preparing the 

town prior to The Rock Show, which was a great day. 
iii) Footpath to Rock Hill: Cr Walker referred to the bitumen path which connects the town with Kengal - 

The Rock Nature Reserve and advised the pavement is breaking up and has weeds growing through 
it.  Cr Walker asked if it can be repaired? 
Response – Director of Engineering 
The Director advised he hasn’t received any complaints regarding this path but will request an 
inspection. 

iv) Yellow-Flagged Posts: Cr Walker referred to posts in place on the roadside between Tootool and 
The Rock and asked what are they for. 
Response – Director of Engineering 
The Director advised he would take that question on notice. 
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Cr Day 
i) Australia Day: Cr Day asked if information on Australia Day and the awards will be available through 

Council’s newsletter? 
Response – General Manager 
The General Manager advised that Australia Day information would be available through Council’s 
newsletter, website and Facebook page. 

 
 
Cr Sharp 
i) Mayoral Christmas Party: The Mayor advised his Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, 

29 November at Pleasant Hills Community Hotel for Councillors and senior staff and will be a light 
lunch on the verandah.  Invitations will be sent out in the near future. 

 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
Nil. 
 

 
The meeting concluded at 6.10 pm. 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 20 October 2025, were confirmed as a true and accurate record 
at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 17 November 2025, at which time the signature was hereunto 
subscribed. 

  

CHAIRPERSON 
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