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Minutes 
mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au | lockhart.nsw.gov.au  

Ordinary Meeting 
 
Held:  21 July 2025 
Time: 5.00pm 
Location: Council Chamber, 65 Green Street, Lockhart 
 

PRESENT 
Cr P Sharp (Mayor), Cr F Day OAM, Cr G Driscoll (Deputy Mayor), Cr I Marston, Cr B Rushby and  
Cr J Walker. 

Also in attendance were the General Manager, Director Corporate and Community Services, 
Director Engineering, Director Planning and Environment, and Executive Assistant.  

The meeting opened with a prayer, followed by an Acknowledgement of Country. 

The Mayor reminded Councillors of their ethical obligations as reflected in the oath and affirmation of office, 
and the Code of Conduct. 

The Mayor also informed all persons present that the proceedings of the meeting were being recorded. 

APOLOGIES 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the apologies from Cr Mathews, Cr Hunter and Cr Jones be accepted and leave of absence be 
granted. 

 
92/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Rushby that the apologies from Cr Mathews, Cr Hunter 

and Cr Jones be accepted and leave of absence be granted. 
 

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE OR ATTENDANCE VIA AUDIO 
VISUAL LINK 
Nil. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING, 16 JUNE 
2025 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Monday, 16 June 2025 as printed and circulated 
be taken as read and confirmed. 

 
93/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Day and Driscoll that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 

Monday, 16 June 2025 as printed and circulated be taken as read and confirmed. 
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING, 
23 JUNE 2025 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on Monday, 23 June 2025 as printed and 
circulated be taken as read and confirmed. 

 
94/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Walker and Rushby that the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting 

held on Monday, 23 June 2025 as printed and circulated be taken as read and confirmed. 
 

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY & NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 
Nil. 
 

MAYORAL MINUTE 
Nil. 
 

REPORT ON MAYORAL & COUNCILLOR ACTIVITIES 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Report on Mayoral and Councillor activities be received and noted. 

 
 The Mayor, Cr Sharp, reported on activities during the past month as follows: 

20 June  REROC Board meeting at Wagga Police Station. 

23 June Extraordinary Council meeting plus fuel workshop. 

2 July  REROC roundtable in Wagga with the NSW Minister for Local Government, the Hon 
Ron Hoenig MP and Dr Joe McGirr. 

2 July Hosted the NSW Minister for Local Government, the Hon Ron Hoenig MP and 
Member for Wagga Wagga, Dr Joe McGirr MP for a meeting at Lockhart, followed by 
afternoon tea at Green’s Gunyah Museum. 

14 July Attended Mrs Smallwood’s 106th birthday celebrations at Woodhaven Lockhart. 

Cr Driscoll reported the following activities: 

26 June Riverina Water County Council Meeting in Wagga. 

26 June Riverina Water County Council Executive Meeting in Wagga. 

2 July  Afternoon tea with the NSW Minister for Local Government and Dr Joe McGirr MP. 

8 July The Rock Flood Study Meeting in The Rock. 

Cr Day verbally reported attending afternoon tea with the NSW Minister for Local Government and 
Dr Joe McGirr MP.in Lockhart on 2 July. 

95/25  RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Marston that the Report on Mayoral and Councillor 
Activities be received and noted. 

 

URGENT MATTERS 
Nil. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
Nil.  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CR-1. MINUTES OF THE ROCK FLOODPLAIN RISK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD AT 

10.00AM ON TUESDAY, 8 JULY 2025, AT THE ROCK COMMUNITY CENTRE 
(DE: 25/6300) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the minutes of The Rock Floodplain Risk Management Committee meeting, held on Tuesday, 
8 July 2025, be received and noted. 

 
96/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Day that the minutes of The Rock Floodplain Risk 

Management Committee meeting, held on Tuesday, 8 July 2025, be received and noted. 

Attendees: 
i. Austin Morris (Chairperson - LSC) 

ii. Cr Gail Driscoll (LSC) 

iii. Erin Askew (WMA Water) 

iv. Steve Manwaring (DCCEEW) 

v. Josh Stanbury (NSW SES) 

vi. Tony O’Halloran (Community member) 

vii. Michael Bohnke (Community member) 

viii. Nano Burkinshaw (LSC). 

Apologies: Cr Ian Marston, Cr Bobby Rushby. 

Confirmation of Minutes of the previous meeting: 
Moved: Michael Bohnke Seconded: Steve Manwaring 

Agenda: 
a. Overview of Floodplain Management process.  
Erin gave an overview of the work to date advising that the NSW Flood Risk Management Guidelines 
for councils was updated in 2019 and note significant changes. Council needs to follow these 
guidelines to allow access to funding that is available. Recommendations need to be included in the 
plan to be eligible for further funding as well. 

Data collection provides the basis for the proposed Flood Study, Flood Risk Management Study and 
the Flood Risk Management Plan. Council will need to apply for funding for the study and plan. 

The objectives will be to define the flooding behaviour, feed the results into the study (hydrologic and 
hydraulic), then mitigate. The aim is to ensure models are reproducing observed flood behaviour. The 
hydrologic model uses the entire catchment to calculate rainfall and associated run-off, and the 
hydraulic model focuses on The Rock township. 

b. Flood Model Calibration 
The flood model has been developed with the 2019 updated Australian Rainfall and Runoff (AR&R) 
Guidelines. The 2019 AR&R has more intense storms as the critical events. The model was calibrated 
using information from the community such as actual measured flood depths and community 
responses on flooded areas.  

Mitigation works completed as part of the 2014 Floodplain Risk Management Plan have changed how 
flooding affects the area, with generally a reduction in flood depths.  

Flowerpot Hill has the most flooding impact overland, and Burkes Creek has mainstream flooding. 

Community consultation was undertaken in May 2024.  Limited numbers attended drop-in session, 
however good responses were received from online and Council’s newsletter forms.  

Weather stations (rain gauges) that feed results electronically are used by a few residents and these 
prove to be useful in data collection. 
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Once the model is finalised, a Flood Report will be prepared and presented to the FRMC in 
approximately 6 weeks. The community will then have an opportunity to provide feedback during a 
further consultation period. The Final Flood Study should be adopted by the end of the year.   

The next stage of funding will be open early next year where Council can apply for funding for the next 
stage, being the Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan.  

Questions:  

Q:  The Mangoplah Road/Olympic Way intersection – is it eligible for funding? 

A:  Yes, if it is in the model and can be demonstrated that it is feasible with tangible results. 

Q:  Can the hole in the wall of the dam be filled as its not catching as much water as it could? 

A:  Austin to look into. 

Q:  Has the Emily Street works been included in the model. 

A:  Yes 

Q:  Will the water from Semmens Road be captured? 

A:  The 2014 Plan had a bund wall along Semmens Road.  Ultimately, this was not adopted due to 
the cost/benefit analysis.  The Floodplain Risk Management Plan will consider options such as 
this to reduce flood impacts.  

Q:  Community gets frustrated with the length of time these studies take. How long will it be? 

A:  These studies take time, and the calibration of the whole report will be reviewed. Flood Studies 
generally take 12 months, with the Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan also taking 
around 12 months.  

Erin to provide a copy of the presentation to attendees. 

Next meeting to be held in 6 weeks’ time. 
Meeting closed at 11.00am 
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CR-2. MINUTES OF THE LOCKHART LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
HELD AT THE LOCKHART SHIRE COUNCIL OFFICES AT 11:00 AM ON FRIDAY 
20 JUNE 2025  

(DE: 25/6282) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the minutes of Lockhart Local Emergency Management Committee meeting, held on Friday, 
20 June 2025, be received and noted. 

 
97/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Walker that the minutes of Lockhart Local Emergency 

Management Committee meeting, held on Friday, 20 June 2025, be received and noted. 
 

1 Welcome  
Meeting Opened – Austin Morris LSC – 11:00 AM  

 
2 In Attendance  

a) Meeting Attendees:  
i) Austin Morris – LEMO  
ii) Joshua Stanbury – NSW SES Southern Zone  
iii) Mel Wilkerson – AAFSA LLS  
iv) Wendy McPherson – Reconstruction Authority (via Teams)  
v) Jillian Gibson – NSW Police  
vi) Neil Cuthbertson – NSW Ambulance  
vii) Dave Buchtmann – Disaster Welfare Business Continuity (via Teams)  
viii) Tony McPhail – SES  
ix) Hannah Davey – SES  
x) Daryl Manson – Fire and Rescue NSW  
xi) Daniel Mahoney – Lockhart Shire  
xii) Tom Wivell – TfNSW (Via Teams)  
xiii) Bradley Stewart – RFS (Via Teams)  

b) Apologies:  
i) Steve Hompes – REMO  
ii) Melissa Manning – Education  
iii) Roger Orr – RFS  
iv) Shane Hargrave – NSW SES  
v) Lisa Diggins – Reconstruction Authority  
vi) Scott Fullerton – REMO – NSW Police  
vii) Rex Sheather – RFS  
viii) Kate Johanson – Red Cross  

 
3 Previous Minutes  
Minutes from meeting 7 February 2025 – attached  

Moved: Austin Morris  
Accepted: Unanimous  

 
4 Business arising from previous minutes  
Nil  

 
5 Agency Reports  

5.1  AASFA  
As per Report tabled. 

5.2  Welfare Services Functional Area  
As per Report tabled. 

5.3  Transport for NSW  
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a. Noted increase in oversize/over-mass movements  

5.4  Riverina Murray REMO Report  
a.  Report tabled. 

b.  Issue with EM-training system – M Wilkerson  

5.5  NSW Reconstruction Authority Riverina Murray Regional Report  
a.  As per Report tabled. 

b.  Resources hub: is there a template of stockpiles/ratios? – M Wilkerson  

• Wendy to take back to directorate for more information  

5.6  RFS  
a.  As per report tabled. 

b.  Noted, 13 vehicles can now be used as mobile hot spot – no less than two within 
Lockhart Shire Council area  

c.  Attendance at Henty and Get Ready Weekend  

5.7  SES – Verbal Report  
a.  Cadet program currently has 6 cadets  

b.  Invites to local shows for community engagement  

c.  Outlook for weather preparation is positive  

d.  Currently working on Lockhart sub-plan volume 2  

e.  Will be reaching out to Lockhart Shire Council for community engagement  

f.  Invite to be sent to SES for The Rock Flood Study meeting  
 

6 General Business  
6.1  Reconstruction Authority – Letter LEMC Membership  

a.  Correspondence as presented. 

b.  Lockhart Ambulance: business as usual, relief for next month, new staff member 
set to start. 

c.  NSW Police – Evidence Collection Education noted – possible social/training event 
to showcase evidence collection importance.  

• Lockhart police currently under coverage from Wagga  
d.  Fire & Rescue – actively recruiting at station – 1st female member – ongoing 

issues with alarm malfunctioning at Urana causing multiple deployments. 

e.  Evacuation Centre Training – request for stronger focus on pre-course materials. 
 

7 Next meeting 10 October 2025  
LEMC meetings will be held the 2nd Friday of February, June and October.  

 
8 Meeting Closed @ 11:24 AM  
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DELEGATES’ REPORTS 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Delegate’s report be received and noted. 
 
98/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Rushby and Walker that the Delegate’s report be received and 

noted. 
 
DR-1. REROC BOARD MEETING, ROUNDTABLE MEETING AND MINISTERIAL VISIT - 20 JUNE AND 

2 JULY 2025 
(GM: 25/6407) 

I report having attended the REROC Board Meeting on 20 June 2025 and the REROC Board 
Roundtable on 2 July 2025 in Wagga Wagga, together with the General Manager. I also had the honour 
of hosting a visit by the NSW Minister for Local Government, The Hon. Ron Hoenig MP, along with his 
Chief of Staff Mr Peter McCabe, and the Member for Wagga Wagga, Dr Joe McGirr MP, in Lockhart 
on 2 July 2025. 

Highlights from the three events include the following: 

REROC Board Meeting – 20 June 2025 

Held at the Wagga Wagga Police Station, the Board meeting covered a broad range of strategic, 
advocacy and operational matters affecting member councils. Key topics included: 

• Financial Sustainability and Grants 

Continued advocacy for the restoration of Financial Assistance Grants (FAGs) to 1% of 
Commonwealth taxation revenue, with calls to all political parties for support. REROC resolved 
to invite Dr Anne Webster MP, Shadow Minister for Local Government, to a future meeting and 
to seek a delegation to Canberra in 2025. 

• Valuer General Pricing 

REROC welcomed IPART’s final report recommending reduced prices for Valuer General 
services, a positive result for councils. A letter of thanks was to be sent to IPART. 

• Inquiry into Ability of Local Governments to fund infrastructure and services 

REROC supported writing to Minister Hoenig, urging the implementation of IPART’s 
recommendations as soon as possible to strengthen council financial sustainability. 

• Interment Levy Changes 

The Board noted upcoming changes effective 1 September 2025 and agreed to request a Zoom 
meeting with relevant government officials to discuss concerns. 

• RFS Assets – Public Accounts Committee (PAC) Review 

REROC supported immediate implementation of recommendations from the PAC review 
regarding Rural Fire Service assets. 

• Model Code for Meeting Practice 

Consultation is under way, with further discussion anticipated during the July 2 roundtable. 

• Strategic Planning 

A Strategic Planning Working Group is being formed to guide the September planning day. 
Review of the REROC Constitution and Code of Conduct Panel extensions were also endorsed. 

• REROC Programs and Events 

Planning is under way for upcoming events including: 
o Social Media Training - 31 July 
o REROC Office Official Opening - 27 August 
o Innovation in Energy Waste and Circular Economy Conference – 10 & 11 September 
o Strategic Planning Day - 26 September 
o Spatial Data Conference – 26 & 27 November 
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REROC Board Roundtable – 2 July 2025 

This roundtable provided a valuable forum for Board members to raise key concerns and initiatives 
directly with Minister Hoenig and Dr Joe McGirr MP. The discussion focused on: 

• Finalisation of the Riverina Joint Organisation. 
• Implementation of PAC Recommendations on RFS Assets. 
• Financial Sustainability of Local Government. 
• Code of Conduct and Meeting Code of Practice review. 
• Elections Act Amendments. 
• Challenges faced by rural councils in funding infrastructure and delivering services. 

Ministerial Visit to Lockhart – 2 July 2025 

Minister Hoenig and Mr McCabe began their visit with a meeting at Lockhart Shire Council offices with 
Dr Joe McGirr MP, Member for Wagga Wagga, myself and the General Manager.  

The discussion focused on a range of key topics, including: 

• Road Funding 

• Enabling infrastructure  

• Critical need for housing for essential workers, including health professionals. 

• Advocacy for quarantined (non-competitive) grants for rural councils 

• Support for the full adoption of the RFS PAC Report recommendations 

• Council projects, including masterplans for Brookong Creek and the Lockhart CBD upgrade, 
with progress dependent on future grant funding. 

Following the meeting, Minister Hoenig attended an afternoon tea with councillors and senior Council 
staff at Green’s Gunyah Museum. This informal gathering offered further opportunity for community 
interaction and included a guided tour of the Tim Fischer Gallery and the Doris Golder Wool Art Gallery. 
A visit was also made to That Butcher Shop, to congratulate them on their recent global awards. 

The meetings and Ministerial visit were highly productive, providing strong platforms to advocate for 
the needs of Lockhart Shire and the wider Riverina region. Continued collaboration with REROC and 
State representatives remains vital in addressing key policy, funding, and service delivery challenges 
faced by rural councils. 

Cr Peter Sharp 
Mayor 
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STATUS REPORT/PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE ISSUED 
Status Report: Council Resolutions and Tasks to be finalised. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Status Report and Correspondence Précis be received and noted. 

 
99/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Marston that the Status Report and Correspondence 

Précis be received and noted. 
 

Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

Extraordinary Council Meeting held 23 June 2025 

88/25 DCCS Request for Financial Donation – The Rock 
Bowling Club 
That Council contributes an amount of 
$500.00 to The Rock Memorial Bowling Club 
for their fundraising event, “Rock for a 
Reason, Cocktail for a Cause”. 

Payment processed. 
Complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 June 2025 

85/25 GM NSW Public Accounts Committee Report – 
Assets, Premises and Funding of the NSW 
Rural Fire Service 
That Council: 
1. Notes the Public Accounts Committee’s 

report on the assets, premises and funding 
of the NSW RFS, and 

2. Writes to the Minister for Emergency 
Services and the Minister for Local 
Government supporting the full adoption of 
the Committee’s recommendations. 

Letters sent to the Minister for 
Emergency Services and the Minister 
for Local Government on 30 June 
2025. 
Complete. 

80/25 DPE Review of Trial Waste Voucher System 
that: 
1. Council proceeds with the annual voucher 

system for the disposal of waste for 
residents; and 

2. A policy be developed regarding provision 
of a bulky waste collection. 

Vouchers to be issued with rate 
notices. 
Draft Policy to be presented at the 
August Council meeting. 

79/25 DPE DA 45/25 – Request to Remove Condition 
– Residential Shed into Mechanical 
Workshop 
That Council removes condition number 24 
requiring the laneway to be sealed. 

Condition has been removed and 
updated approval has been provided 
to the applicant. 
Complete. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

78/25 DE Road Naming – Lockhart Subdivision 
That Council: 
1) Endorses the change of name from 

Prichard Place to Prichard Street;  
2) Determines the road names for the 

extensions of Prichard Street and Veneris 
Street, Lockhart; 

3) Determines the name of the new cul-de-
sac to be “Grinter Place”; and 

4) Submits a road naming proposal in line 
with items (1), (2) and (3) above to the 
Geographical Names Board. 

In progress.  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 May 2025 

66/25 GM Fees Payable to the Mayor and 
Councillors 
That there be no change to the current (24/25) 
fees being paid to the Mayor and Councillors 
for the period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026. 

Memo provided to accounts payable 
on 21 May 2025 advising that there 
are no changes in fees for the Mayor 
and Councillors for 25/26. 
Complete. 

65/25 DCCS Draft Operational Plan 2025/26, Draft 
Delivery Program 2025/29 and Draft Long 
Term Financial Plan 2025/35  
a) Council endorses, for the purpose of 

public exhibition, the Draft Operational 
Plan for 2025/26, Draft Delivery Program 
2025/26 to 2028/29, (incorporating the 
Revenue Policy and Fees and Charges) 
and Draft Long Term Financial Plan 
2025/26 to 2034/35. 

b) Following the 28-day public exhibition 
period, Council further considers the Draft 
documents at an extraordinary Council 
meeting to be held on 23 June 2025, in 
conjunction with any public comments or 
submissions received, for the purpose of 
adoption prior to 30 June 2025. 

Documents placed on exhibition on 
Council’s website. 
Documents adopted at Extraordinary 
Meeting held on 23 June 2025. 
Complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 March 2025 

38/25 DPE Proposed Acquisition of Land at The Rock 
1. Council proceeds with the purchasing of 

the land known as Lot 2, DP1196082 
Burkes Street, The Rock and authorise 
the General Manager to negotiate the 
sale with the current landowner; and 

2. Council withdraws the current 
Development Application for the 
installation of a car park at Lot 2, 
DP1196082 Burkes Street, The Rock; 
and 

3. Concept plans with Council’s preferred 
option(s) for the use of the site be 
developed and be presented at a future 
Council meeting. 

General Manager and Director of 
Planning & Environment met with 
Council’s solicitor on 27 May 2025 
with relevant documentation for the 
purchase of the property to being 
prepared. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 August 2024 

142/24 GM Policy Reviews 
That: 
1. Policy 2.45 Stock Movement and Grazing, 

be placed on public exhibition for a period 
of not less than 28 days and any 
submissions received be considered prior 
to adopting the policy. 

2. Policy 3.31 Health and Wellbeing, as 
presented, be adopted. 

 
 
1. Following feedback from Local 

Land Services it is recommended to 
keep the policy in place and 
proceed to public exhibition. 
 

2. Policy 3.31 Health and Wellbeing 
was adopted by Council. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 June 2024 

125/24 DPE Planning Proposal for Existing R5 Large 
Lot Residential Land at South Lockhart 
Council: 
a. Endorses the Planning Proposal and 

forward it to the Minister for Planning 
seeking an Amendment to the Lockhart 
Local Environmental Plan 2012 and 
request that a Gateway Determination be 
issued, including the delegation of Plan 
making powers, so as to enable the public 
exhibition of the Planning Proposal 
pursuant to the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979; 

b. Upon receipt of a Gateway Determination 
under Section 56 of the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act 1979, places 
the Planning Proposal and any supporting 
material on public exhibition pursuant to 
any requirements of the Gateway 
Determination and Section 57 of the 
Environmental Planning & Assessment 
Act 1979; and 

c. Subject to the conditions of the Gateway 
Determination, undertakes those actions 
necessary to address outstanding 
matters. 

The Planning Proposal has been 
placed on public exhibition. The public 
exhibition closes on the 25th of July. 
Report to be prepared for the August 
Council meeting for endorsement on 
whether to proceed with the proposal 
following the public exhibition. 

120/24 GM Naming of 109 Green Street, Lockhart 
That Council invites naming proposals from 
the general community for the public open 
space at 109 Green Street, Lockhart. 

Proposals invited up to 23 August 
2024. 
On hold pending consideration of the 
use of adjacent Council-owned 
buildings, with naming to be 
considered in context of the whole 
precinct. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 15 April 2024 

65/24 DCCS/ 
DPE 

Housing Initiatives and Opportunities for 
Council 
1. Development applications be prepared for 

the construction of two x three-bedroom 
units on an allotment in each of the two 
proposed subdivisions in Prichard Place, 
Lockhart. 

2. A development application be prepared for 
the construction of a single dwelling house 
on 65 Nicholas Street, The Rock for staff 
accommodation. 

3. Council endorses an approach being 
made to Transport for NSW regarding 
availability to purchase Lots 4/5 and 7/8 
Section 14, Nicholas Street, The Rock. 

 
 
1.  Consultant has been engaged and 

preliminary plans to be presented 
at a future Council meeting for 
endorsement. 

2.  Council reconsiders developing 
65 Nicholas St, The Rock in light of 
budget constraints and considers 
selling this block of land. 

3. Transport for NSW (TfNSW) 
advises there is a pause on 
disposal of land which has been in 
place for over 12 months. TfNSW 
are unsure of timeframe. TfNSW 
indicated we can work in the 
background in preparation for 
when the TfNSW “pause” changes. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 September 2023 

163/23 DCCS Magnolia Lodge and Youth Flats 
1) Concept plans be prepared for the 

development of additional accommodation 
on the Magnolia Lodge site in Green 
Street and the Youth Flats site in 
Drummond Street Lockhart to facilitate 
further investigation and negotiation with 
the NSW Land and Housing Corporation. 

 
MANEX is reviewing the criteria of the 
Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure (Homes NSW) “in 
principle” support. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 July 2022 

141/22 GM Request for Council to Purchase Private 
Access 
Council agrees to the request in principle 
subject to Council and the applicants 
agreeing to a reasonable cost sharing 
arrangement. 

Subject land has been transferred to 
Council and dedicated as public road. 
Payment has been received from 
landowners in accordance with agreed 
cost sharing arrangement. 
Upgrade works complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 June 2025 – Councillor Questions & Statements 
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 DCCS Cr Day: Grant Writing 
Asked would Council explore supporting local 
community groups by providing grant writing 
workshops?  Cr Day also asked if templates 
could be provided to assist with grant 
applications. 

Council has put out to S355 
committees Expression of Interest for 
anyone interested in a grant writing 
workshop. Council will re-visit with 
S355. 
Complete. 

DCCS Cr Day: Grant Opportunities 
Asked what processes are in place to ensure 
Council can respond quickly to grant 
opportunities. 

There is no set process in place. This 
is governed by Council resolution(s) 
and grant program eligibility. 
Complete. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

DCCS Cr Day: Shovel-Ready Projects 
Does Council maintain a list of shovel-ready 
projects? 

Council last resolved (211/20) in 2020 
the below list of priority projects to get 
shovel ready. 
“Progress the following projects, in 
priority order, to ‘shovel ready’ status 
using the funds allocated in the 
2020/21 Budget for ‘Grant Application 
Preparedness’. 
1. Graincorp Building Development 
2. Avenue of Honour (completed) 
3. Government Dam, The Rock – 

Recycling Water 
4. Brookong Creek Masterplan (in 

progress) 
5. Galore Hill Scenic Reserve 

Masterplan”. (Quotes were 
received, awaiting funding 
opportunities.) 

Projects identified during the IP&R 
process have superseded this list. 
Complete. 

DCCS Cr Day: Youth 
Asked if Council would consider forming a 
youth-led advisory group to encourage input 
by the youth within the community? 

Council had established Youth 
Advisory committees at both Central 
schools which became less active 
through Covid.  This is a project for new 
Community Services Officer to re-
invigorate these committees. 

DE Cr Walker: Mittagong Rd/Vincents Rd 
Advised there are suckers coming up on 
these roadsides impairing visibility on the 
bends and asked if trimming or removal could 
take place. 

Suckers removed.  
Complete.   

Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 May 2025 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
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GM Cr Mathews: Passing of Keith Edgerton 
Advised of the passing of Mr Keith Edgerton, 
a long-time resident of Lockhart, and listed 
the many organisations Mr Edgerton had 
served on over the years. 

A sympathy card was sent to Mr 
Edgerton’s family, and available 
councillors and staff attended the 
funeral. 
Complete. 

GM Cr Driscoll: Attachments to Business 
Papers 
Requested that all attachments be included 
as part of the business paper, rather than the 
longer attachments being separate. 

A review of the Business Paper format 
and compilation is under way. 

DE Cr Driscoll: Feedback on Swimming Pools 
and Australia Day Awards 
Asked if has there been any feedback from 
the schools regarding the Australia Day 
awards, and any feedback on the running of 
the pools.   
Cr Jones suggested that a survey regarding 
the pool management might be helpful, 
particularly for the Lockhart Pool. 

Survey was distributed in the June 
newsletter. 
A report will be presented to a future 
Council meeting. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

GM Cr Day: Grants 
Asked if Council has considered, especially in 
the current financial climate, appointing a 
Grants Officer to manage and apply for grants 
for Council? 

A Grants Officer position was 
considered during development of 
Council’s Workforce Management 
Plan.  However, with current budget 
constraints a position was not able to 
be funded. 
Complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 28 April 2025 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
ue

st
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 &

 S
ta

te
m

en
ts

 

DE Cr Walker: Tuttys Lane 
Advised that a washout has occurred on 
Tuttys Lane where it was graded recently, 
possibly by Transport for NSW and the road 
has been built up by about half a metre.  
Water is ponding against the road and in the 
adjoining paddock which could cause further 
damage. 

Investigations have been undertaken. 
No further action required.  
Complete.  

GM/DE Cr Rushby: Fuel Supply, The Rock 
Asked if the General Manager has had any 
luck sourcing quotes for shipping container-
style fuel suppliers. 

Verbal update provided at May 
meeting. Council direction required to 
progress. Council workshop held.  It 
was decided Council will continue to 
advocate for but will not provide the 
service. 
Complete.  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 March 2025 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
ue

st
io
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 &
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ta

te
m

en
ts

 

GM Cr Mathews: Sister Cities 
Cr Mathews recalled the unanimous decision 
on 15 May 2023 “that Council enters into a 
relationship with Lockhart Texas, starting with 
correspondence with the mayors then 
progressing to engagement through local 
schools” and the action which has dropped off 
the Status Report.  Cr Mathews requested a 
copy of the letter sent to the Mayor of Texas 
and asked if a decision could be made to 
either move forward with or discontinue the 
project. 

A copy of the requested letter has been 
issued to all councillors for information. 
The General Manager will follow up 
with Lockhart Central School to 
determine whether a relationship has 
been established with a corresponding 
school in Lockhart, Texas, and if not, 
whether there is interest in pursuing 
this project. 

DPE Cr Mathews: Brookong Creek 
Cr Mathews asked if there is a plan to clean 
Brookong Creek?  There are concerns 
regarding vegetation growing in and around 
the creek, particularly the poplars. 

Council has funding to target 
environmental weeds under the Crown 
Lands Reserve funding.  
Environmental weeds (including 
Poplars) will be targeted particularly 
around the Green Street culverts and 
continue within the Crown Reserve 
towards the Urana Lockhart Road 
bridge until funds are exhausted.  
Council staff have completed a cleanup 
around footbridge on Green Street.  
Complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 February 2025 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
ue

st
io

ns
 

& 
St

at
em

en
ts

 

DCCS Cr Driscoll: Local Government Elections 
Cr Driscoll enquired what the cost was for the 
election held in 2024. 

As at 6 May the NSW Electoral 
Commission advises invoices were 
with the Commissioner for sign off. 
Complete. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Action Taken 

DPE Cr Driscoll: The Kings Own  
Where are we with The Kings Own? Can site 
be monitored? 

Have enquired with the developer for 
an estimated timeframe for when 
contractors will be back on site. 
Sent notices to landowner regarding 
tidying the land up and providing 
adequate fencing to secure the site. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 December 2024 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
ue
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 &
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m
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ts

 

DPE Cr Rushby: Purchase of Land 
Cr Rushby has been approached by residents 
of The Rock about purchasing land in Urana 
Street, The Rock.  Cr Rushby asked what 
Council’s thoughts are on purchasing land, 
particularly when there is a shortage of 
commercial spaces in The Rock.  Cr Walker 
raised the possibility of required remediation 
of the land.  Cr Jones agreed with the 
suggestion that commercial properties are 
required but it perhaps should not be a 
Council matter, except to make the process 
as easy as possible. 

Report to be brought to a future 
meeting regarding the funding of initial 
investigations pending budget 
constraints. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 19 August 2024 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
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 DCCS Cr Mathews: Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates 
Referred to a recent newspaper report of 
other councils selling properties for unpaid 
rates and asked if that was a possibility in 
Lockhart Shire. 

A review of properties with unpaid rates 
and eligibility for potential sale will be 
conducted as part of year-end 
Statements process. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 21 November 2022 – Councillor Questions & Statements 

Q
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 DCCS Cr Hunter: Tiled Wall outside The Rock 
Gym 
Referred to a problem with tiles on the 
external wall of The Rock Pool near the gym 
and asked what was being done to rectify the 
issue. 

Tiling finished. 
Complete! 

Correspondence Received 

Date sent to 
Councillors 

From Subject 

18 June 2025 General Manager Advising Councillors – South Lockhart Planning Proposal – On 
Exhibition 

25 June 2025 General Manager Advising Councillors – Planning Issues – The Rock 

26 June 2025 General Manager Invitation (Meeting Invite) Inland Rail Update - 18 August 2025 at 
3.30pm. 

4 July 2025 General Manager Further Information – Planning Issues – The Rock 
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STAFF REPORTS 

Strategic Direction 1:  Community 
A vibrant, connected community with opportunities for all. 
 
Nil. 
 
 
 

Strategic Direction 2:  Economy 
A diverse, thriving economy providing employment and growth. 
 
Nil. 
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Strategic Direction 3:  Environment 
Sustainable stewardship of our natural and built environments. 
 
SR-1. ENGINEERING REPORT 

(DE) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the information provided in the Engineering report. 

 
100/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Day and Walker that Council notes the information provided in the 

Engineering report. 

Executive Summary 

Monthly report on engineering matters. 

Background Information 

Works 

Regional Roads – ongoing routine maintenance activities were carried out at various locations to 
improve road surface quality and enhance safety for motorists.  Other activities included signage 
repairs, vegetation control and drainage maintenance works. 

Local Sealed Roads – As part of routine maintenance, continuous efforts were made to repair minor 
defects, contributing to improved surface integrity and road reliability.  Other activities included signage 
repairs, vegetation control and drainage maintenance works. 

Local Unsealed Roads – Regular maintenance grading operations were undertaken to improve 
rideability, drainage and accessibility across the network. 

Flood Repairs – Priority works continued to address flood-related damage under the Disaster 
Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA-1034 ongoing).   Council has successfully completed DRFA 
programs 1001 and 1178. 

Capital Works Program 

• Vincent Road: Culvert extension completed; pavement reconstruction is 90% complete. 
Sealing works have been delayed due to wet weather.  The site remains in a safe and 
operational condition, with works to recommence when weather permits. 

• Emily Street, The Rock: Drainage infrastructure upgrades completed.  Minor water ponding 
remains on either side of the culvert; this is acceptable as the rock-lined areas will fill with silt 
over time, limiting ponding.  Overall, a great result for the residents of The Rock. 

• Cole Street, Yerong Creek: Service relocations are in progress. Riverina Water is scheduled 
to lower the water main in the coming weeks.  Once completed, Council staff and contractors 
will commence culvert installation. 

• Harry Davies Drive: Earthworks phase has been completed.  The tender for installation of the 
culvert closed on 11 July.  Once tenders are assessed, timelines for the remaining works will 
be scheduled. 

• Prichard Place Development: Construction works have commenced with the clearing of 
blocks.  The tender for installation of the stormwater network closed on 11 July.  Once tenders 
are assessed, timelines for the remaining works will be scheduled. 

• Urana Street, The Rock: Drainage works completed. 

• Grubben Road: Pavement works are under way but delayed due to wet weather.  Works will 
recommence once conditions allow. 

• Flood Detour Road: Drainage and pavement works are delayed due to wet weather.  Works 
will recommence when conditions improve. 

Summary 
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Routine maintenance, flood recovery and capital works program progressed well during June despite 
delays caused by persistent wet weather.  Works team continue to maintain road safety and network 
reliability while delivering key infrastructure upgrades across the Shire. 

Parks & Gardens 

• Staff in Lockhart have started inspections and winter maintenance of all street trees and The 
Rock staff will commence when plant and machinery become available. 

• Soft Fall is being added to playgrounds around the shire to ensure safety and comply with 
standards. 

• Maintenance of our parks and gardens is ongoing at this time of the year and includes mulching, 
pruning, weeding, and checking of irrigation systems where installed. 

• A new spring rocker is being installed in the playground at the recreation ground in The Rock 
and a basketball goal is being installed at Lockhart recreation ground. 

• Rose pruning is in full swing.  However, lawn mowing has declined! 

Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 

Nil. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

8 Plan, develop and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces 

Budget and Financial Aspects 

Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget. 

Attachments 

Nil.  
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SR-2. PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
(DPE) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the information provided in the Planning and Environment report. 

 
101/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Rushby that Council notes the information provided 

in the Planning and Environment report. 

Executive Summary 

Monthly report on priority weeds, environmental matters and development approvals. 

Background Information 

Biosecurity 
Property Inspections 

Inspections were carried out on residential properties, travelling stock reserves and land managed by 
Council.  

The most commonly found weeds were St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum), Horehound 
(Marrubium vulgare), Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), Sweet briar (Rosa rubiginosa), Prickly 
pear (Opuntia sp.), Privet (Ligustrum sp.), Green cestrum (Cestrum parqui), and Blackberry (Rubus 
fruticosus) respectively. 

No. of 1st 
Inspections 

No. of  
Re-inspections 

required 

No. of 2nd 
Inspections 

No. of Biosecurity 
Undertakings 

Accepted 

No. of Biosecurity 
Directions Issued 

No. of 3rd 
Inspections 

No. of 4th 
Inspections 

5 5 0 0 0 0 0 

Control Program 

Priority has been given to the control of Horehound (Marrubium vulgare) on roadside reserves and 
council managed land.  

Albury Road, Bidgeemia Road, Browns Lane, Bullenbong The Rock Road, County Boundary Road, 
Edgehill School Lane, Edgehill Stock Route, Edwards Lane, Grubben Road, Klemkes Road, Lieschkes 
East Road, Lockhart Boree Creek Road, Lockhart Collingullie Road, Lockhart Kywong Road, Lockhart 
The Rock Road, Munyabla Munyaplah Road, Munyaplah Boundary Road, Old Trunk Road, Osborne 
Yerong Creek Road, Ryan Stock Route, Scheetz Lane, Scotts Lane, The Rock Collingullie Road, 
Urana Boree Creek Road, Urana Lockhart Road, Wolters Lane, Yuluma Road, and Zwecks Lane were 
inspected for Horehound.  Infestations were controlled. 

Development Approvals 
This report advises of the Development Application Approvals for June 2025. 

DA/CDC No. Development Site of Development Applicant Value 

DA49/25 Dwelling 4 Semmens Road, The Rock S Campton $ 716,800.00 

DA53/25 Shed 254 Lockhart The Rock Road, Lockhart A Cook – Warakirri $ 1,019,678.00 

DA54/25 Shipping Containers 88 Reid Street, Lockhart R Lavender $ 10,000.00 

DA57/25 Shed 176 Green Street, Lockhart R Collins-Roe $ 30,000.00 

   Total $ 1,776,478.00 

Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 

Weed inspections and associated activities are carried out in accordance the Biosecurity Act 2015 and 
associated regulations. 

Development applications are processed under the provisions of the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979. 
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Community Strategic Plan 2035 

7 Protect and enhance our natural yet changing environment.  

8 Plan, develop and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 

Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget. 

Attachments 

Nil.  
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Strategic Direction 4: Leadership 
Effective leadership that engages, collaborates, and delivers. 
 
SR-3. INVESTMENT AND BANK BALANCES REPORT – JUNE 2025 

(DCCS: 25/6245) 

RECOMMENDATION 
a) That the June 2025 Investment and Bank Balances Report be received and noted. 

b) That the Responsible Accounting Officer Statement be noted, and the report be adopted. 
 
102/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Rushby that: 

a) That the June 2025 Investment and Bank Balances Report be received and noted. 
b) That the Responsible Accounting Officer Statement be noted, and the report be adopted. 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the funds that have been invested and bank account 
balances. 

Report 

It is required under Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Section 625 
of the Local Government Act 1993 to provide the Council with a written report each month detailing all 
money that Council has invested. 

Cash at Bank 

 

Opening Combined Cashbook Balance 551,435.09
Add: Total Receipts

Miscellaneous 19,784.87
Rates 291,329.15
Debtors 73,102.65
Interest on Investments 25,466.18
Reedeemed Investment 1,000,000.00
Caravan Park Takings 10,410.00
RockOOSH CCS & Customer Payments 4,990.49
Lockhart ELC CCS & Customer Payments 28,521.78
Development / Planning Applications 26,164.36
Tip Fees 1,736.00
Sale of Scrap Metal 30,864.68
Sale of Plant 1817 51,986.50
OLG FAGS Advanced Payment 2,602,797.00
Natural Disaster Event 654,684.40
ELC Support Grant 367,576.00
The Rock Shade Sail - Insurance Claim 10,940.00

5,200,354.06
Less: Total Payments 4,824,207.06

New Investments 0
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 927,582.09

Closing Bank Statement Balance Bendigo Bank 886,298.51
Macquarie Bank 8,305.10
Bendigo Bank-Prichard Trust 32,010.78

926,614.39
Add: Outstanding Deposits 2,677.70

929,292.09
Less: Outstanding Cheques 1,710.00
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 927,582.09

Investments:

Bank of Queensland 5.00 500,000.00           12.30
Bank of Queensland 3.95 500,000.00           12.30
Bendigo Bank 4.15 1,000,000.00        24.59
Bendigo Bank at call 66,072.20             1.62
IMB 4.10 300,000.00           7.38
IMB 4.15 300,000.00           7.38
National Australia Bank 4.25 700,000.00           17.22
National Australia Bank 4.25 700,000.00           17.22

4,066,072.20        100.00
AMOUNT

General Fund 1490-3000-0000 -1,942,076.96
Combined Sewerage 8490-3000-0000 2,837,648.27   
Trust Fund 9991-3000-0000 32,010.78        

927,582.09 927,582.09
TOTAL FUNDS HELD ARE: 4,993,654.29        

% of Total
Interest Rate per 

Annum  Amount Invested 
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Community Strategic Plan 2035 

12 Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 

• Local Government Act 1993 Section 625 Investments. 

• Local Government (General) Regulation Clause 212. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 

Council’s 2024/25 Operational Budget has forecast a total of $408,000 income from interest on 
investments for General Fund & Sewer Fund combined.  For the 12 months to June 2025, the average 
end of month balance of funds invested has been $5.5 million and the average return on invested 
funds has been 4.89%.  On these year to date figures, Council's budgeted income on investments will 
be achieved for the General Fund and Sewer Fund.  

Responsible Accounting Officer Statement 

I, Craig Fletcher, hereby certify that all investments listed in this report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of Local Government (General) 
Regulation and Council's Investment Policy. The Internal and External Reserve amounts and 
Unrestricted Funds are estimate valued only, they are subject to change and review in part with the 
audit of Council's Financial Statements and each Quarterly Budget Review. 
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SR-4. LOCAL GOVERNMENT NSW ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025 
(GM: 25/6234) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

1. Appoint the Mayor as its voting delegate at the 2025 LGNSW Annual Conference; and  

2. Nominate one other Councillor to attend the Annual Conference together with the Mayor and 
the General Manager.  

 
103/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Marston that Council: 

1. Appoint the Mayor as its voting delegate at the 2025 LGNSW Annual Conference; and  

2. Nominate one other Councillor to attend the Annual Conference together with the Mayor and 
the General Manager, that Councillor being Cr Driscoll. 

Executive Summary 

Council is required to determine its voting delegate and other attendees to the Annual Conference of 
Local Government NSW (LGNSW). 

LGNSW Annual Conference 

LGNSW is the peak industry body representing NSW councils. It is also the registered employer 
organisation representing NSW councils in industrial matters and in award negotiations with the 
relevant unions. 

The LGNSW Annual Conference is the annual policy-making event for all councils of NSW. Councils 
are provided with the opportunity to submit motions for consideration and debate by delegates. Motions 
passed at the Conference become Resolutions, which LGNSW takes forward on behalf of councils as 
part of the sector’s advocacy agenda.  

This year the Annual Conference will be held from Sunday 23 November to Tuesday 25 November 
2025 at Panthers Penrith – Western Sydney Conference Centre. 
Historically, the Mayor has attended the Conference as the Council’s voting delegate along with the 
General Manager.  However, the Councillors’ Professional Development Program adopted by Council 
also makes provision for one other councillor to attend the LGNSW Annual Conference each year in 
addition to the Mayor. 

The deadline for councils to provide the names of their voting delegates is 7 November 2025. 

Member councils are invited to put forward motions by 30 September 2025 to be considered at the 
Conference. LGNSW advises that proposed motions should be strategic, affect members state-wide 
and introduce new or emerging policy issues and actions. When submitting motions, councils are 
encouraged to familiarise themselves with the existing principles and positions of LGNSW on issues 
of importance to the sector, as councils will be asked to identify if their motion is seeking a change to 
LGNSW’s existing Policy Position. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

10 Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making. 

11 Our leadership is responsive, strategic and collaborative. 

12 Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 

The LGNSW Annual Conference is the annual policy-making event for all NSW councils. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

The LGNSW Annual Conference costs are provided for in the 2025/26 Budget, except for any partner 
costs not covered by Council’s policy, which will be on-charged, if applicable. 

Attachment 

• LGNSW Annual Conference 2025 Program 
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SR-5. POLICY REVIEW 
(DE: 25/6364) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Policy 3.30 Workplace Surveillance, as presented, be adopted. 

 
104/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Walker and Driscoll that Policy 3.30 Workplace Surveillance, as 

presented, be adopted. 

Executive Summary 

Policy 3.30, Workplace Surveillance, is presented for adoption in accordance with Policy No. 1.0 
Policies – Procedure for Consideration and Adoption.  

Report 

At its meeting held on 20 March 2023, Council endorsed “Policy No. 1.0 Policies – Procedure for 
Consideration and Adoption” which set out a process for the systematic review of Council policies and 
the development of new policies. 

Policy 1.0 Policies – Procedure for Consideration and Adoption provides that: 

In order to ensure that policies remain relevant a program of ongoing review of policies 
not later than every three years will be developed and maintained.  

Individual policies will be reviewed and amended in advance of the scheduled review date 
when circumstances warrant. This may be prompted by factors such as a change in 
legislation, a change in government policy or as a result of a need identified by the 
Council, management and staff or internal and external audit activities.  

Policy 3.30 Workplace Surveillance is being presented for adoption.  Minor changes have been made 
to the policy.  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

12  Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 

A process for the identification, development and review of appropriate policies and procedures 
facilitates an effective governance and control environment.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil. 

Attachments 

• Policy 3.30 Workplace Surveillance 
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SR-6. DISCLOSURE OBLIGATIONS – ELECTORAL FUNDING ACT 2018 – 2024 LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ELECTIONS 

(GM: 25/6540) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the disclosure obligations for councillors and mayors under the Electoral Funding 
Act 2018. 

 
105/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Day that Council notes the disclosure obligations for 

councillors and mayors under the Electoral Funding Act 2018. 

Executive Summary 

To provide information to councillors and the mayor elected at the 2024 Local Government elections 
regarding their disclosure obligations under the Electoral Funding Act 2018, and to note the upcoming 
disclosure deadlines. 

Background 

Councillors and mayors elected at the 2024 Local Government elections are required to comply with 
the provisions of the Electoral Funding Act 2018. This includes disclosing information about political 
donations and electoral expenditure to the NSW Electoral Commission (NSWEC). 

The disclosure lodgement period commenced on 1 July 2025. To ensure awareness and compliance, 
the following key information has been provided by the NSWEC. 

Disclosure Obligations 

All councillors and mayors must report information on political donations and electoral expenditure to 
the NSW Electoral Commission. A disclosure is the formal submission of this information to the 
Commission. Penalties may apply for non-compliance. 

Responsibility for Lodging Disclosures 

Each councillor and mayor are individually responsible for submitting their own disclosures. 

Required Disclosures 

Multiple disclosures may be required depending on the individual's activity during the reporting periods.  

The following disclosures may apply: 

• Half-yearly disclosure of political donations made and received during 1 January to 30 June 
2025 

• Annual disclosure of electoral expenditure incurred during 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 (elected 
member) 

• Candidate annual disclosure of electoral expenditure incurred during 1 July 2024 to 30 June 
2025 

• Group annual disclosure of electoral expenditure incurred during 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 
(if you were the lead candidate of a group) 

If no donations were made or received or no expenditure incurred, a 'Nil' disclosure is still required for 
the relevant period. 

Lodgement Deadlines 

Disclosure Type Reporting Period Due Date 

Half-yearly Political Donations 1 January – 30 June 2025 By 11 August 2025 

Annual Electoral Expenditure 1 July 2024 – 30 June 2025 By 22 September 2025 

Disclosures are to be submitted using Funding and disclosure online. Information about accessing and 
using the portal is available on the NSW Electoral Commission’s website: 

• how-to guides  

• request access to Funding and disclosure online 

https://elections.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-disclosure/funding-and-disclosure-online/how-to-guides/starting-a-disclosure-and-entering-amounts
https://fdonline.elections.nsw.gov.au/NSWECFDCOnline/s/guestportalrequest
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• log into Funding and disclosure online, if access is already approved. 

There is further detailed information on the NSW Electoral Commission’s website to help you 
understand your disclosure obligations: 
• Timeline: Disclosure reporting periods and due dates for 2024-25  

• Fact sheet: Disclosing political donations (half-yearly period 1 January to 30 June 2025)  

• General information about disclosures  

The NSW Electoral Commission’s helpdesk is available Monday to Friday 9am-5pm on 1300 022 011 
or by email at fdc@elections.nsw.gov.au.  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

10 Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 

Electoral Funding Act 2018 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil. 

Attachments 

Nil. 
 

https://fdonline.elections.nsw.gov.au/NSWECFDCOnline/s/login/
https://elections.nsw.gov.au/about-us/forms-and-fact-sheets/fact-sheets#disclosures
https://elections.nsw.gov.au/about-us/forms-and-fact-sheets/fact-sheets#disclosures
https://elections.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-disclosure/disclosures
mailto:fdc@elections.nsw.gov.au
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QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS 
Cr Marston 
Nil. 
 
 
Cr Day  
i. Council Responsiveness: Cr Day thanked Council for its responsiveness to community issues and 

concerns. 
 
 
Cr Driscoll 
i. Use of Community Centre, The Rock: Cr Driscoll advised the meeting of the many organisations 

and community groups who have used the Community Centre for various functions including public 
meetings, school sport, birthdays, training and a craft group, since opening in 2024.  Cr Driscoll also 
advised that two offices are also rented out by a speech pathologist, leaving one spare for ad hoc 
use.  Cr Driscoll thanked Council for providing the much needed community space. 

ii. December Council Meeting: Cr Driscoll asked if it would be possible to hold a council meeting in 
the community centre, perhaps in December? 
General Manager/Executive Assistant 
The General Manager and Executive Assistant advised that they will investigate possibilities for 
recording the meeting and any difficulties which might arise for remote attendance and report to a 
future council meeting. 

 
 
Cr Rushby 
i. Emily Street Laneway: Cr Rushby advised he has been approached by a couple of residents 

regarding grading of the Emily/Scott St laneway, and that he believed this was to take place once the 
drainage works in Emily Street were complete. 

Director of Engineering 
The Director advised he would take the question on notice. 

ii. Laneway Flooding: Cr Rushby asked if there was any update on the laneway flooding issue after a 
site meeting was held with the landowner? 

General Manager 
The General Manager advised he will follow this matter up with the Manager of Works and report 
back to Council. 

 
 
Cr Walker 
i. Transgrid: Cr Walker referred to the Transgrid/Elecnor project and asked that Council make sure the 

roads are brought back to standard before they vacate the site.  Hendersons Lane and others need 
repair before they leave the area.  Cr Walker also stated that Council should ensure our grading crews 
aren’t repairing damage which the project is responsible for. 

Director of Engineering 
The Director advised a manual inspection could be done and the issues raised with 
Elecnor/Transgrid.  The Director also advised that Council would be enforcing the conditions of the 
project approval which requires repair of damaged roads. 

ii. Vincents Road: Cr Walker advise that, on Vincents Road past the Gap Road, heading downhill, all 
the gravel is gone and is back to dirt and asked if this could be investigated? 

Director of Engineering 
The Director advised he would have this investigated.  
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Cr Sharp 
i. General Manager’s Performance Review:  Cr Sharp advised that a performance review for the 

General Manager will be undertaken on 1 August.  He further advised an email will be sent out this 
evening to all Councillors inviting feedback on the General Manager’s performance, with key 
indicators that could be used to set the next 12 months’ performance.  Feedback to be submitted by 
close of business on Monday, 28 July 2025. 

 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 the following business is considered to be of a kind referred 
to in subsection 10A(2)(d)(i) of the Act - commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 
prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it - and should be dealt with as part of the meeting 
closed to the media and public. 
 

106/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Walker that Council move into Closed Session. 

 
 
SR-7. TENDER STORMWATER PRICHARD PLACE INSTALLATION FY2025-26-03 

(DE: 25/6661) 

107/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Day and Walker that Council: 

1. Accepts the tender from Blueys Plumbin and Diggin for the Stormwater Prichard Place 
Installation for the sum of $265,240 (inclusive of GST) as outlined in the Tender Evaluation 
Report; and 

2. Authorises the General Manager to execute the contract and all associated documentation. 
 
 
SR-8. TENDER HARRY DAVIES DRIVE: FY2025-26:04 

(DE: 25/6659) 

108/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Walker and Rushby that Council: 

1. Accepts the tender from Blueys Plumbin and Diggin for the Harry Davies Drive Culvert 
Construction for the sum of $372,130 (inclusive of GST) as outlined in the Tender Evaluation 
Report; and 

2. Authorises the General Manager to execute the contract and all associated documentation. 
 
 

109/25 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Rushby and Marston that Council move into Open Council. 

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 5.50 pm. 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 21 July 2025, were confirmed as a true and accurate record at 
the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 18 August 2025, at which time the signature was hereunto subscribed. 

  

CHAIRPERSON 
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