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OPENING WITH A PRAYER 
We ask that you bless this Council.  Guide us as we make decisions for the benefit of our citizens 
and the welfare of our Shire.  Amen 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
Lockhart Shire Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land, the Wiradjuri people, 
and pays respect to Elders past, present and future, and extends the respect to all First Nations 
Peoples in Lockhart Shire. 

STATEMENT OF ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS 
Councillors are reminded of their oath or affirmation of office made under section 233A of the Act 
and their obligations under the council’s code of conduct to disclose and appropriately manage 
conflicts of interest. 

WEBCASTING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Councillors, officers and visitors in the public gallery are advised that, in accordance with Clause 
5.35 of the Lockhart Shire Code of Meeting Practice, the proceedings of Council meetings are live-
streamed and recorded, and an audio-visual recording of each Council meeting is made available 
on the Council’s website. 

APOLOGIES 
Nil. 

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE OR ATTENDANCE VIA AUDIO 
VISUAL LINK 
Nil. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING, 18 MAY 
2026 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Monday, 18 May 2026 as printed and circulated be 
taken as read and confirmed. 

 

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY & NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 

MAYORAL MINUTE 
Nil. 

REPORT ON MAYORAL & COUNCILLOR ACTIVITIES 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Report on Mayoral and Councillor activities be received and noted. 
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URGENT MATTERS 
SR-1. RESCISSION OF ADOPTION OF THE 2025 CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE AND 

REINSTATEMENT OF THE 2021 CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE 
(GM: 26/5786) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

1. Rescind Resolution 196/25 adopted on 15 December 2025 adopting the Lockhart Shire 
Council Code of Meeting Practice 2025. 

2. Reinstate the Lockhart Shire Council Code of Meeting Practice adopted on 27 June 2022 
(Minute No. 126/22), in accordance with advice received from the Office of Local Government 
following the disallowance of the Local Government (General) Amendment (Model Code of 
Meeting Practice) Regulation 2025. 

3. Note that the current Order of Business remains unchanged as it is consistent with the 2021 
Model Code of Meeting Practice. 

4. Note that the reinstated Code permits pre-meeting briefing sessions and attendance by 
councillors via audio-visual link in accordance with the provisions of the Code. 

Executive Summary 
The NSW Legislative Council has disallowed the Local Government (General) Amendment (Model 
Code of Meeting Practice) Regulation 2025. As a result, the 2025 Model Code of Meeting Practice is 
no longer prescribed for the purposes of section 360 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
The Office of Local Government (OLG) has advised that the disallowance has the effect of 
reinstating the previous 2021 Model Code of Meeting Practice and has recommended that councils 
rescind the resolution adopting the 2025 Code of Meeting Practice and reinstate their previous 
adopted code based on the 2021 Model Code. 
Council's previous Code of Meeting Practice was adopted on 27 June 2022 and is based on the 
2021 Model Code of Meeting Practice. Reinstatement of this Code will ensure Council remains 
compliant with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Report 
Council adopted the Lockhart Shire Council Code of Meeting Practice 2025 at its Ordinary Meeting 
held on 15 December 2025 following the release of the 2025 Model Code of Meeting Practice by the 
OLG. 
On 28 May 2026, the Office of Local Government advised councils that the Local Government 
(General) Amendment (Model Code of Meeting Practice) Regulation 2025 had been disallowed by 
the NSW Legislative Council. 
The OLG advice notes that under section 41(4) of the Interpretation Act 1987, where a regulation 
ceases to have effect because of its disallowance and that regulation amended a previous 
regulation, the disallowance has the effect of restoring or reviving the previous regulation as of the 
day of disallowance. 
Accordingly, the 2025 Model Code of Meeting Practice is no longer prescribed under section 360 of 
the Local Government Act 1993, and the previous 2021 Model Code of Meeting Practice once again 
becomes the prescribed Model Code. 
The OLG has further advised that, to minimise confusion and ensure compliance with section 360 of 
the Local Government Act 1993, councils should rescind their resolution adopting the 2025 Code of 
Meeting Practice at their next meeting. This has the effect of reinstating the council's previous 
adopted Code of Meeting Practice containing the mandatory provisions of the 2021 Model Code. 
Council's previous Code of Meeting Practice was adopted on 27 June 2022 (Minute No. 126/22) and 
is based on the 2021 Model Code of Meeting Practice. It is therefore recommended that Council 
rescind Resolution 196/25 and reinstate the 2022 Code of Meeting Practice. 

Order of Business 
The Order of Business contained within Council's 2025 Code of Meeting Practice remains consistent 
with the mandatory provisions of the reinstated 2021 Model Code of Meeting Practice and therefore 
does not require amendment. 
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The General Manager has sought clarification from the OLG’s Manager of Council Governance 
regarding whether the previous Questions and Statements section should be reinstated to Council's 
Order of Business following the disallowance of the 2025 Model Code. 
The Manager of Council Governance advised that Questions and Statements should not be 
reinstated as it is inconsistent with Clauses 9.1 and 9.14 of the 2021 Model Code of Meeting 
Practice. Clause 9.1 prescribes the business that may be considered at a meeting of council, while 
Clause 9.14 requires business to be dealt with in the order set out in Council's adopted Code of 
Meeting Practice. Accordingly, Council's current Order of Business will remain unchanged. 
Notwithstanding the above, councillors continue to have the ability to seek information from the 
General Manager through the Questions with Notice provisions contained within the Code. Clause 
3.10 enables a councillor to submit a notice of motion for inclusion on the agenda, while Clause 3.14 
of the 2021 Model Code permits a councillor, by way of a notice submitted under Clause 3.10, to ask 
a question for response by the General Manager regarding the performance or operations of the 
Council. Responses may be provided either in the business papers or orally at the meeting in 
accordance with the Code. 

Pre-Meeting Briefings 
A key difference between the 2025 and 2021 Model Codes relates to councillor briefing sessions. 
The 2025 Model Code prohibited pre-meeting briefing sessions on matters listed on meeting 
agendas. The reinstated 2021 Model Code permits pre-meeting briefing sessions to brief councillors 
on matters to be considered at future meetings. 
Accordingly, Council may once again conduct pre-meeting briefing sessions in accordance with the 
provisions of the reinstated Code. 

Attendance by Audio-Visual Link 
The reinstated 2021 Model Code also contains provisions allowing councillors to attend meetings by 
audio-visual link in specified circumstances. 
These provisions provide flexibility for councillors who may be unable to attend meetings in person 
and will again apply following reinstatement of the 2022 Code of Meeting Practice. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 
10  Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
The Local Government (General) Amendment (Model Code of Meeting Practice) Regulation 2025 
(Amendment Regulation) which prescribed the 2025 Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local 
Councils in NSW (2025 Model Meeting Code) has been disallowed by the Legislative Council. 
Under section 41(4) of the Interpretation Act 1987, if a regulation ceases to have effect because of 
its disallowance, and the regulation amended a regulation that was in force immediately before the 
amending regulation took effect, the disallowance of the amending regulation has the effect of 
restoring or reviving the previous regulation as of the day of its disallowance. 
The disallowance of the Amendment Regulation therefore means that the 2025 Model Meeting Code 
is no longer prescribed for the purposes of section 360 of the Local Government Act 1993 (LG Act) 
and the previous 2021 version of the Model Meeting Code now becomes the prescribed version. 
Under section 360 of the LG Act, council’s adopted code of meeting practice must not contain 
provisions that are inconsistent with the mandatory provisions of the prescribed Model Meeting 
Code. This means that provisions of your council’s adopted code of meeting practice based on the 
now disallowed 2025 Model Meeting Code that are inconsistent with the mandatory provisions of the 
previous 2021 Model Meeting Code are no longer permissible. 
The disallowance of the 2025 Model Meeting Code also means that mandatory provisions of that 
Code that were not mandated in the previous 2021 Model Meeting Code, are no longer mandatory. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 
Nil. 

Attachments 
Nil. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 
Nil. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Nil. 
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DELEGATES’ REPORTS 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Delegates’ reports 1 to 3 be received and noted. 

 
DR-1. POLICE AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATION GROUP MEETING HELD ON 12 MAY 2026 AT 

LOCKHART COUNCIL CHAMBER 
(GM: 26/5676) 

A quarterly meeting of the Police and Community Consultation Group was held at the Lockhart Shire 
Council Chambers on Tuesday, 12 May 2026. 
The meeting was attended by NSW Police and representatives of licensed premises and community 
organisations in the Shire. The following matters were noted:   

Police & Road Safety Update 

• Police confirmed that Lockhart and The Rock Police Stations are currently both fully staffed. 

• Police continue to undertake positive community engagement activities with local schools, 
sporting clubs and youth groups. 

• Copper wire thefts have declined significantly since the previous meeting. 

• No break and enter offences were reported during the reporting period and malicious damage 
incidents have also declined. 

• Police continue to maintain a strong proactive policing presence through business inspections, 
bail compliance checks, firearms storage inspections and person checks. 

• Domestic violence and AVO breach matters continue to receive a 100% legal action response. 

• Radar trailer monitoring is currently being undertaken in Lockhart following community concerns 
regarding speeding vehicles entering town near Green Street. 

• Requests have also been received for radar trailer deployment in Yerong Creek and the East 
Street/Urana Road area. 

• Highway Patrol advised that Variable Message Signs (VMS) are available for targeted road 
safety campaigns. 

• Highway Patrol reported a busy operational period over Easter and ANZAC Day, with no 
fatalities recorded during recent statewide operations. 

• Further statewide operations scheduled for the June long weekend. 

Community Updates 

• Successful ANZAC Day commemorations were held across the Shire, with appreciation 
expressed for attendance and support provided by Council, Police, SES, and RFS. 

• Community members from Yerong Creek continued to express concerns regarding heavy 
vehicle speeds, compliance with stop signs and B-double vehicle movements through the 
village. 

• Lockhart Ex-Servicemen’s Club advised that CCTV and security upgrades have recently been 
completed. 

• Lockhart Bowling Club is undertaking kitchen upgrades to improve catering and family-friendly 
facilities. 

• Positive feedback was provided regarding visible Police presence throughout local 
communities. 

Youth & Community Initiatives 

• Positive feedback was received regarding Police participation in local youth activities.  
• Youth engagement activities continue to be delivered on Mondays and Tuesdays. 
• Council’s resilience project is progressing, with approximately 30 sessions proposed across the 

Shire. 
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• Ongoing work continues in relation to youth bullying prevention and resilience initiatives. 

General Business 

• Council advised that information regarding the voluntary CCTV Register has been promoted 
through Council newsletters, with further information to be provided to Police. 

• Appreciation was expressed by attendees for the increased visibility of Police officers and their 
proactive engagement with local communities. 

• Positive feedback was also provided regarding Coffee with the Community and Police 
attendance at these events. 

 
Cr P Sharp 
Delegate 
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DR-2. LGNSW RURAL AND REGIONAL SUMMIT AND NSW COUNTRY MAYORS ASSOCIATION 
GENERAL MEETING – 7 AND 8 MAY 2026 IN SYDNEY 

(GM: 26/5769) 

I report having attended the LGNSW Rural and Regional Summit and the NSW Country Mayors 
Association function and general meeting held in Sydney on 7 and 8 May 2026 together with the 
Deputy Mayor and General Manager. Highlights from the three events include the following: 

LGNSW Rural and Regional Summit 
The 2026 Summit brought together councils and community leaders from across rural and regional 
NSW to discuss key challenges and opportunities facing local communities. 
Discussions focused on health services, water security, the impacts and implementation of Special 
Rate Variations (SRVs), and building community resilience in response to ongoing drought 
conditions. 

• Speakers at the Summit included: 

− The Hon Ron Hoenig MP Minister for Local Government. 

− Tim James MP, Shadow Minister for Local Government. 

− Mayor Darcy Byrne, LGNSW President 

− Brett Whitworth, Deputy Secretary Office of Local Government. 

• Panel Discussion Sessions were facilitated by Juanita Phillips and were held on: 

− Special Rate Variation case studies: 
o Carmel Donnelly, Chair, Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal NSW 
o Mayor Russell Webb (Tamworth, in 2024 approved for 36.3% increase over 2 

years) 
o Mayor Colleen Fuller OAM (Gunnedah, in 2025 approved for 37.67% increase over 

2 years) 

− Rural Health Panel – Are we making progress? 
o Susanne Tegen, Chief Executive Officer, National Rural Health Alliance 
o Dr Joe McGirr MP – Member for Wagga Wagga 
o Dr Michael Holland MP – Parliamentary Secretary for Health and Parliamentary 

Secretary for Regional Health 
o Hon Sarah Mitchell MLC, Shadow Minister for Health, Shadow Minister for 

Regional Health, and Shadow Minister for Mental Health 
o Mayor Jarrod Marsden, Cobar Shire Council 

− Drought impacts, response and building resilience: 
o Hugh McDowell, Senior Climatologist, Bureau of Meteorology 
o Mayor Julia Ham, Snowy Valleys Council 
o Mayor Lea Parker, Greater Hume Council 

− Water security and resilience.  Council water utilities and achieving water security: 
o Steph Cooke MP, Shadow Minister for Water 
o Ashraf El Sherbini, Executive Director Water Group DCCEEW representing the 

Hon Rose Jackson MLC Minister for Water. 

NSW Country Mayors Association Function 
The NSW Legislative Council President, The Hon. Ben Franklin MLC hosted the CMA Mayors with a 
reception at Parliament House.  The special guest speaker was former Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, General Sir Peter Cosgrove AK, CVO, MC (Rtd). 

NSW Country Mayors Association General Meeting 
Presentations were given by:  

• NSW Minister for Skills, TAFE and Tertiary Education, the Hon. Steve Whan MP  

• NSW Shadow Minister for Skills, TAFE and Tertiary Education, Mr Justin Clancy MP 
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• The Welcome Experience Mr. Craig Jenkins (Acting Executive Director, Regional Economic 
Delivery), DPIRD  

• Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) South Eastern Section CEO Mr. Greg Sam  

• CSU Vice-Chancellor and President, Professor Renée Leon - on the importance of Regional 
Universities in NSW 

• Office of Local Government Deputy Secretary, Mr. Brett Whitworth  

• Chairman of the NSW Grants Commission Ms Linda Scott 

• NSW Premier, The Hon Chris Minns MP 
A copy of the CMA Minutes for the meeting held 8 May 2026 are attached for your information. 

Cr Peter Sharp 
Delegate 

Attachment 

• CMA Minutes 8 May 2026 
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DR-3. MURRUMBIDGEE LOCAL HEALTH DISTRICT – INTRODUCTION OF NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
AT LOCKHART MULTIPURPOSE SERVICE (MPS) 
This visit included an introduction to the new Chief Executive of Murrumbidgee Local Health District, 
Emma Field, and the Executive Leadership Team during a site visit to Lockhart MPS. Attendees 
included Board Chair Adrian Linder, Lockhart MPS Manager Anne-Marie Schilling and staff, Mayor 
Peter Sharp, Council General Manager Gavin Rhodes, and Councillor Frances Day OAM. 
Key Points 

• Positive performance of hospital services and strong community feedback.  

• Continued access to medical services at Lockhart MPS.  

• Progress on staff housing and accommodation initiatives.  

• Council is undertaking resilience programs for staff and the community, focusing on mental 
health and at-risk groups.  

• Workforce development continues through trainee programs and recruitment.  

• The Early Childhood Learning Centre is under Council management, providing improved and 
more accessible childcare options for hospital staff, their families, and the wider community.  

Cr Fran Day OAM  
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OUTSTANDING RESOLUTIONS REPORT AND PRÉCIS OF 
CORRESPONDENCE ISSUED 

Status Report: Council Resolutions and Tasks to be finalised. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Outstanding Resolutions Report and Correspondence Précis be received and noted. 

 
Status Report: Council Resolutions and Tasks to be finalised. 

 
Minute 

No: 
Officer 

to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 May 2026 

78/26 GM Financial Sustainability and Potential 
Special Rate Variation 
That Council: 
1. Receives and notes the report “Financial 

Sustainability and Potential Special Rate 
Variation”; 

2. Notes Council’s current financial position 
including the operating result and key 
performance indicators; 

3. Proceeds to Community Consultation for a 
Special Rate Variation based on a 20% 
increase in 2027/28 and 2028/29, resulting 
in a permanent cumulative 44% increase; 
and 

4. Requests a report back to Council following 
the Community Consultation regarding the 
potential Special Rate Variation. 

10/6/2026 – “A Letter to Our 
Community” from all councillors and 
Proposed SRV information booklet 
issued to all ratepayers on 4 June 
2026.  Community consultation drop-in 
sessions scheduled for The Rock 
(16/6), Lockhart (17/6), Yerong Creek 
(18/6) and Pleasant Hills (19/6) and 
promoted in the SRV booklet, 
Council’s website and Facebook page. 

76/26 DCCS Draft Community Strategic Plan, Draft 
Operational Plan 2026/27, Draft Delivery 
Program 2026/30 and Draft Long Term 
Financial Plan 2027/36 
a) That Council endorses, for the purpose of 

public exhibition, the Draft Community 
Strategic Plan, Draft Operational Plan 
2026/27, Draft Delivery Program 2026/27 
to 2029/30, (incorporating the Revenue 
Policy and Fees and Charges) and Draft 
Long Term Financial Plan 2026/27 to 
2035/36; and 

b) Following the 28-day public exhibition 
period, Council further consider the draft 
documents at the Council meeting to be 
held on 15 June 2026, in conjunction with 
any public comments or submissions 
received, for the purpose of adoption prior 
to 30 June 2026. 

10/6/2026 – Draft documents on 
public exhibition until 16 June 2026. 
To be considered for adoption at an 
extraordinary meeting on 24 June 
2026. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

75/26 DCCS Draft Policy – Hardship 
1. That the draft Hardship policy be endorsed 

and placed on public exhibition for a period 
of twenty-eight (28) days, then formally 
adopted by Council should no submissions 
be received, and 

2. That Council receive a report at the 
conclusion of the public exhibition period 
with any submissions received. 

10/6/2026 – Draft policy on public 
exhibition until 16 June 2026. To be 
considered for adoption at an 
extraordinary meeting on 24 June 
2026. 

73/26 MCTED Policy Review – Event Management 
That Council: 
1. Acknowledge the received submission and 

thank the community for their participation. 
2. Place the draft Event Management Policy 

2.51 (2026) back on public exhibition for 28 
days, due to the significant changes made.  

3. Report back to Council for adoption at the 
June Meeting 

15/4/2026 Replaces Res. 45/26 of 16 
March 2026. 
10/6/2026 - On public exhibition until 
16 June 2026. To be considered for 
adoption at an extraordinary meeting 
on 24 June 2026. 

72/26 DE Proposed Road Closure and Sale of Land, 
The Rock 
That Council: 
a) Proceed with public notification of the 

intention to close and sell the unnamed 
lane between The Rock Mangoplah Road 
and Bulloc Hill Road; and 

b) Receive a further report at the completion 
of the notification period. 

26/05/26 Notification in progress. 

69/26 MCTED Investment Attraction Application – 
Rawson Park Weddings and Events 
That Council approves the reimbursement of 
associated fees of $5,640.00 (incl. GST) to 
Rawson Park Wedding and Events under the 
Investment Attraction Incentives Policy. 

Complete 1/6/26 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 20 April 2026 

59/26 GM Naming of Public Open Space – Between 
97 and 109 Green Street, Lockhart 
That Council:   
1. Adopts the name “Cornell Place” for the 

public space between 97 and 109 Green 
Street, Lockhart; and  

2. Submits a road naming proposal in line 
with item (1) above to the Geographical 
Names Board. 

14/5/2026 Place Naming Proposal in 
progress with Geographical Names 
Board. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

57/26 DE Review of Footpath Master Plan 
That Council:  
a) endorse the public exhibition of the 

Lockhart Shire Council Footpath 
Masterplan.  

b) Place the draft Cost Recovery Policy on 
public exhibition for a period of no less than 
28 days and a further report be presented 
to Council at the end of the exhibition 
period. 

14/5/2026 Currently on exhibition. 

56/26 DE Policy Review – Policy 2.50 Low Pressure 
Sewer Systems 
1. Policy 2.50 Low Pressure Sewer Systems 

be placed on public exhibition for 28 days 
incorporating an amendment for an annual 
maintenance fee; 

2. All properties connected to a Low Pressure 
Sewer System be notified; and 

3. A further report be presented to Council at 
the close of the exhibition period. 

14/5/2026 Currently on exhibition. All 
properties notified.  

48/26 GM Invest in Us – Support For Campaign to 
Increase Federal Assistance Grants to 
Local Government 
That Council: 
1. Notes the Country Mayors Association of 

NSW “Invest in Us” campaign advocating 
for increased Commonwealth Financial 
Assistance Grants to Local Governments.  
The campaign seeks to restore at least 1% 
of total Commonwealth taxation revenue 
for local councils across Australia. 

2. Recognises the critical role Local 
Government plays in delivering essential 
services and infrastructure that underpin 
community wellbeing, economic vitality, 
and national resilience. 

3. Supports the campaign’s core message: 
“Invest in us so we can invest in them.” 

4. Commits to participating in the campaign 
by: 
a. Sharing campaign materials through 

Council communication channels 
b. Engaging with local media and 

community stakeholders to raise 
awareness 

c. Lobbying Federal representatives to 
support the funding increase. 

5. Requests the Mayor to write to the Prime 
Minister, Treasurer, Federal Minister for 
Local Government, Shadow Minister for 
Local Government, our local Federal 
member of Parliament and Senator, 
expressing Council’s support for the 

14/5/26 – Promotion and 
correspondence to Ministers and MPs 
regarding the campaign to be 
completed during May and June. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

campaign and urging their commitment to 
the proposed funding increase. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 March 2026 

45/26 MCTED Policy Review – Event Management 
That Council: 
1. Endorses the draft Event Management 

Policy 2.51 (2026) for the purpose of public 
exhibition. 

2. Places the draft Event Management Policy 
on public exhibition for a period of 28 days, 
inviting submissions from the community 
and relevant stakeholders. 

3. Receives a further report following the 
exhibition period outlining any submissions 
received and any recommended 
amendments prior to adoption of the 
Policy. 

18/3/2026 Policy placed on public 
exhibition on Council’s website. 
15/4/2026 Report will be included for 
May 2026 meeting (Staff Report 5). 
Superseded by Res 73/26 of 18 May 
2026. 
Complete.  

29/26 MCTED Investment Attraction Application – 
Rawson Park Weddings and Events 
that Council:  
1. Determines that the Rawson Park Wedding 

and Events application meets the eligibility 
criteria under Council’s Investment 
Attraction Incentives Policy. 

2. Endorses in principle the following 
incentive package under the Investment 
Attraction Incentives Policy:  
a. Reimbursement of associated fees only 

(excluding development contributions) 
to a maximum value of $5,640.00 (inc. 
GST) to be funded from the Economic 
Development Budget 2025/26. 

b. Access to non-financial incentives 
including business development 
assistance and inclusion in Council-led 
tourism marketing initiatives. 

3. Gives public notice for a period of 28 days 
of its intention to provide financial 
assistance to Rawson Park Weddings and 
Events in accordance with Section 356(2) 
of the Local Government Act 1993. 

4. Subject to no adverse submissions being 
received during the public notice period, 
the General Manager be authorised to 
finalise and provide the financial 
assistance. 

15/4/2026 Currently on public 
exhibition. 
Report will be included for May 2026 
meeting (Staff Report 1). 
Complete. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

38/26 GM/DPE Request for Funding Assistance – Lockhart 
Progress Association 
That Council: 
1. Approves a one-off financial contribution of 

$852.50 (GST Inclusive) to the Lockhart 
Progress Association to support the 
installation of signage for the Lockhart 
Craft Shop (“Crafty Corner”) subject to 
approval by Council’s Heritage Advisor. 

2. Allocates the funding from the Section 356 
Donations 2025/26 Budget. 

15/4/2026 Approved by Heritage 
advisor – payment to be made. 

37/26 GM Request for Funding Assistance – 
Bidgeemia Hall 
That Council: 
1. Approves the provision of financial 

assistance to the Bidgeemia Hall 
Committee for the supply and cartage of 
gravel from Howard Mullers Quarry to a 
value of $5,050 (GST exclusive). 

2. Allocates the funding from the Section 356 
Donations 2025/26 Budget. 

3. Requests that the support of Lockhart 
Shire Council be acknowledged in 
promoting the Bidgeemia Hall Centenary 
celebrations in October 2026. 

15/4/2026 Gravel to be delivered 
when sowing is complete. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 February 2026 

27/26 DCCS Sale of Property to Murrumbidgee Local 
Health District 
That Council: 
1. In accordance with section 55 (3) (b) of the 

Local Government Act NSW 1993, 
authorise the General Manager to sell 
6 Drummond Street, Lockhart to the NSW 
Government Ministry of Health 
(Murrumbidgee Local Health District). 

2. Accepts the sale price as determined by 
the independent valuer of $620,000 for 
6 Drummond Street, Lockhart. 

3. Authorises the General Manager to 
execute all documentation associated with 
the sale of 6 Drummond Street, Lockhart. 

11/2/2026 – Closed Session Staff 
Report 15. 
11/3/2026 – Awaiting further 
information from MLHD. 
25/3/2026 - The MLHD Executive has 
put purchase on hold while they 
review their district-wide 
accommodation requirements. 

23/26 DCCS Sale of Land – 65 Nicholas St, The Rock 
That Council: 
1. Approve the sale of the vacant land located 

at 65 Nicholas Street, The Rock; 
2. Undertake the sale via tender and 

executed by Friedlieb Fox McLeod 
Lockhart; and 

3. Authorise the General Manager to execute 
all necessary documentation associated 
with the sale. 

1/6/26 – Out on Tender until 30 June 
2026 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

14/26 DE Closure and Sale of Road – Aumanns Lane 
That Council: 
a) Proceeds with the closure of Aumanns 

Lane, The Rock; 
b) Advises relevant parties of the above 

decision; 
c) Prepares all documents and submit a 

notice to be published in the NSW 
Government Gazette; 

d) Proceed with the sale of the land at a value 
to be determined by a land valuer. 

11/3/2026 In progress. 
15/4/2026 Relevant parties have been 
advised. 
26/5/2026 Survey documents being 
prepared.  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 November 2025 

172/25 GM Notice of Motion – Christmas Decorations 
That Council commit to shire-wide Christmas 
display (main avenues in each town) each 
year erected and managed by council 
commencing 2025. 

11/2/26 – Strategy to be developed in 
consultation with community 
organisations. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 March 2025 

38/25 DPE Proposed Acquisition of Land at The Rock 
1. Council proceeds with the purchasing of 

the land known as Lot 2, DP1196082 
Burkes Street, The Rock and authorise the 
General Manager to negotiate the sale with 
the current landowner; and 

2. Council withdraws the current 
Development Application for the installation 
of a car park at Lot 2, DP1196082 Burkes 
Street, The Rock; and 

3. Concept plans with Council’s preferred 
option(s) for the use of the site be 
developed and be presented at a future 
Council meeting. 

Awaiting updated valuation for the 
property in order to proceed with the 
purchase.  
15/4/2026 Solicitor preparing 
contracts. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 15 April 2024 

65/24 DCCS/ 
DPE 

Housing Initiatives and Opportunities for 
Council 
1. Development applications be prepared for 

the construction of two x three-bedroom 
units on an allotment in each of the two 
proposed subdivisions in Prichard Place, 
Lockhart. 

2. A development application be prepared for 
the construction of a single dwelling house 
on 65 Nicholas Street, The Rock for staff 
accommodation. 

3. Council endorses an approach being made 
to Transport for NSW regarding availability 
to purchase Lots 4/5 and 7/8 Section 14, 
Nicholas Street, The Rock. 

 
 
1.  Council staff member to draw plans 

and present to an upcoming 
Council meeting for comments. 

2.  11/3/2026 Superseded by 
Resolution 23/26.  
16/2/2026 Refer to Staff Report 13 
(March Business Paper). 

3. Transport for NSW (TfNSW) 
advises there is a pause on 
disposal of land which has been in 
place for over 12 months. TfNSW 
are unsure of timeframe. TfNSW 
indicated we can work in the 
background in preparation for when 
the TfNSW “pause” changes. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 September 2023 

163/23 DCCS Magnolia Lodge and Youth Flats 
1) Concept plans be prepared for the 

development of additional accommodation 
on the Magnolia Lodge site in Green Street 
and the Youth Flats site in Drummond Street 
Lockhart to facilitate further investigation 
and negotiation with the NSW Land and 
Housing Corporation. 

 
MANEX is reviewing the criteria of the 
Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure (Homes NSW) “in 
principle” support. 

Correspondence Received 

Date sent to 
Councillors 

From Subject 

20 May 2026 General Manager Email – SRV Residential Distribution Options – Request for 
Feedback 

29 May 2026 General Manager Email – SRV Information Covering Letter – Request Approval of 
Document 
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STAFF REPORTS 

Strategic Direction 1:  Community 
A vibrant, connected community with opportunities for all. 
 
SR-2. REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE – THE ROCK RECREATION GROUND 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
(DCCS: 26/5830) 

RECOMMENDATION 
For Council’s consideration. 

Executive Summary 
The Rock Recreation Ground Management Committee have requested financial assistance to install 
a battery to their current solar system.  

Background Information 
The Rock Recreation Ground Management Committee (TRRGMC) currently have a solar system 
installed on the main building that houses the canteen, bar and original auditorium.  
The request is for a $9,000 contribution from Council’s Section 356 fund for the purposes of installing 
a solar battery to capture the energy that is produced from the solar panels. 
Currently TRRGMC uses most of its electricity after daylight hours. Therefore, most of the energy 
produced during the day goes into the grid at approximately 5c per KW. They use the electricity at 
night from the grid at a rate of around 45c per KW with this rate forecast to increase by 20% over the 
next 12 months.  The power bills currently sit around the $10K - $12K per year. This equates to 
using around 50% of their Section 355 allocated funds in power bills annually with power expected to 
rise sharply in the near future. The last energy bill being $2940 for the quarter. 
The preferred quote is for a 45.5KW battery. The 7 x 1500W oval lights consume approximately 
10.5KW per hour, so a 45.5 KW would possibly power the oval lights for about 4 hours. 
The management committee are looking towards the future to reduce their electricity costs. The 
Federal Government is offering rebates for batteries. The TRRGMC have secured funds as listed 
below from user bodies: 
$5000 grant from The Rock Yerong Creek Football Netball Club (TRYCFNC) 
$5000 grant from The Rock and District Touch Association (TRADTA) 
TRRGMC is requesting $9000 from LSC 356 fund to cover the shortfall. 
The Federal Government is also offering grants through a program, Sports Clubs Energy and 
Climate Upgrades. This funding program is providing $35.3 million over two grant funding rounds to 
help local sports clubs take climate action. The first round is expected to open for applications on 
1 July 2026 and close on 28 July 2026, with $17.6 million available in grant funding. 
Funding program information at: 
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/energy/programs/sports-clubs-energy-climate-upgrades  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 
8.  Plan, develop, and maintain our infrastructure, facilities, and open spaces 

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 
Nil. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 
The 356 donations budget has been exhausted for the 2025/26 budget. This request has specifically 
requested any financial assistance be funded from Council’s 2026/27 356 donations budget 
allocation, which is currently out on public exhibition.  

Attachments 

• Letter from The Rock Recreation Ground Management Committee. 
  

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/energy/programs/sports-clubs-energy-climate-upgrades
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Strategic Direction 2:  Economy 
A diverse, thriving economy providing employment and growth. 
 
Nil. 
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Strategic Direction 3:  Environment 
Sustainable stewardship of our natural and built environments. 
 
SR-3. ENGINEERING REPORT 

(DE) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the information provided in the Engineering report. 

Executive Summary 
Monthly report on engineering matters. 

Background Information 

Works 

Regional Roads – Routine Maintenance 
Routine maintenance activities have continued across the regional road network to support safety 
and serviceability. Works undertaken included signage repairs and replacements, vegetation control, 
and pothole patching to maintain safe and accessible road conditions for all users. 

Local Sealed Roads – Routine Maintenance 
Targeted minor repairs were completed on sealed roads to preserve pavement condition and prevent 
further deterioration. Crews also carried out signage maintenance, roadside slashing, and vegetation 
management to maintain overall network performance. 

Local Unsealed Roads 
Maintenance grading was undertaken.  However, the program has been temporarily suspended as 
the allocated budget has been fully expended. Emergency works will continue to be undertaken 
where required. The program is scheduled to recommence on 1 July. It is noted that delivery has 
been impacted due to available funding constraints. 
Additional works, including drainage works and spot gravel patching, have been completed. 
It is expected there may be an increase in customer complaints due to recent rainfall events; 
however, these will be managed as effectively as possible within the available resources. 

Flood Repairs – DRFA Claim 1034 
Restoration works under Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA) Claim 1034 are 
complete. Final acquittals are now being prepared to close out the claim. 

Capital Works Program 

Harry Davies Drive 
Road pavement construction is underway, with completion expected in June, subject to weather 
conditions. Delays have been experienced due to wet weather impacts. 

Prichard Place Development 
Site clearing, bulk earthworks, stormwater, kerb and gutter, and water and sewer installation have 
been completed. The project is approaching completion, with road pavement construction currently 
underway, and power installations scheduled to commence shortly. 

Lockhart–The Rock Road 
Road reconstruction works are complete, including drainage upgrades and pavement improvements. 
Stage 1 has been completed, and Stage 2 is substantially complete, with minor private access works 
still to be finalised. 

Summary 
Council’s maintenance program will be largely reactive throughout June, with a strong focus on 
completing capital works before the end of the financial year. Routine and reactive maintenance 
activities will continue to ensure roads remain safe and accessible for the community. 
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Delivery during the reporting period has been influenced by several operational challenges, including 
increased demand for reactive maintenance on the unsealed road network, budget constraints 
limiting cyclical program delivery, weather-related delays impacting capital works. 
Works will continue over the coming weeks in accordance with program priorities and available 
resources, with a continued focus on risk-based delivery and efficient use of maintenance and capital 
budgets. 

Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 

The delivery of road maintenance and capital works is in accordance with: 

• Local Government Act 1993 

• Roads Act 1993 

• Council’s adopted Asset Management Plans and Operational Plan 2025-2026 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 
7 Protect and enhance our natural yet changing environment. 
8 Plan, develop, and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces. 
11 Our leadership is responsive, strategic and collaborative. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 
All works undertaken are within the approved 2025-2026 capital works and maintenance budgets. 

Attachments 
Nil.  
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SR-4. PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
(DPE) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the information provided in the Planning and Environment report. 

Executive Summary 
Monthly report on priority weeds, environmental matters and development approvals. 

Background Information 

Biosecurity 
WEEDS 
Control Program 
Priority has been given to the control of Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides) and Horehound 
(Marrubium vulgare) on roadside reserves and council managed land. 
Adams Lane, Alf Freemans Lane, Bahrs Lane, Barracluffs Road, Benders Lane, Braithwaites Lane, 
Broughtons Lane, Bulloc Hill Road, County Boundary Road, Curries Lane,  Eulensteins Road, 
Farralls Lane, Finlayson Lane, Gap Road, Geddes Lane, German Church Road, Grubben Road, 
Hogans Lane, Howards Lane, Illets Lane, Jaegars Lane, Janetskes Lane, Jarricks Lane, Jim 
Mahedy Lane, Kilbrae Road, Klimpschs Lane, Lieschkes Lane, McRories Lane, Meltons Lane, 
Mittagong Yerong Creek Road, Montagues Lane, Mount Ulva Road, Murphys Lane, Neuhaus Lane, 
Poverty Lane, Reads Lane, Ryans Lane, Schultz Lane, Seeligers Lane, Shaws Lane, Shippards 
Lane, Sid Matthews Lane, Sielers Lane, Soldier Settlement Road, The Rock Mangoplah Road, 
Tootool Mittagong Road, Vincents Road, Webbs Lane, Weillys Lane, Wetmores Lane, Willis Lane 
and Wrathall School Lane were inspected for Horehound (Marrubium vulgare). Infestations were 
controlled. 
The townships of Milbrulong, Pleasant Hill and The Rock were inspected for Bridal creeper. Bulloc 
Hill Road, Finlayson Lane, Jarricks Lane, Woodend Fiveways Road, and Yerong Creek Mangoplah 
Road were also inspected. Infestations were controlled. 
NSW Weed Biocontrol Taskforce Meeting 
Council’s environmental officer attended the NSW Weed Biocontrol Taskforce meeting on 6 May 
2026. Current biocontrol projects relevant to Lockhart Shire Council includes Giant reed (Arundo 
donax), Sticky nightshade (Solanum sisymbrifolium), Madeira vine (Anredera cordifolia), Snake 
cactus (Cylindropuntia spinosior), Parthenium weed (Parthenium hysterophorus), Flaxleaf fleabane 
(Erigeron bonariensis), and African boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum). Investigations into a biocontrol 
for narrow privet (Ligustrum sinense) have ceased due to testing of the potential biocontrol, privet 
lacebug (Leptoypha hospita), causing damage to two New Zealand native species, one of which is 
also present and native in Australia. 

Development Approvals 
This report advises of the Development Application Approvals for May 2026. 
DA/CDC 
No. 

Development Site of Development Applicant Determination Estimated 
Value of 

Development 
DA50/26 New Dwelling 228 Green Street, 

Lockhart 
J Eggleton Approved – Council 

staff under delegated 
authority 

$320,000.00 

DA52/26 New Dwelling 4 Hill Street,  
The Rock 

G J Baggott Approved – Council 
staff under delegated 
authority 

$155,000.00 

CDC53/26 Inground Swimming 
pool 

75 King Street,  
The Rock 

M Stephenson Approved – Council 
staff under delegated 
authority 

$55,500.00 

Total:     $475,000.00 
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Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 
Weed inspections and associated activities are carried out in accordance the Biosecurity Act 2015 
and associated regulations. 
Development applications are processed under the provisions of the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 
7 Protect and enhance our natural yet changing environment.  
8 Plan, develop and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 
Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget. 

Attachments 
Nil.  

 
  



Ordinary Meeting – 15 June 2026 

Business Paper   Page 25 

SR-5. REVIEW OF ROAD CLASSIFICATION 
(DE: 26/5572) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That: 
1. Council re-establishes the Road Classification Working Group to review road classifications in 

the Shire; and 
2. Interested Councillors nominate to be included in the Road Classification Working Group.  

Executive Summary 
It is proposed to re-establish the Road Classification Working Group to review road classification in 
the shire.  

Background Information 
At the March 2022 Ordinary Meeting it was resolved that Council: 

1.  establishes a Road Classification Working Group to oversee a review of road 
classifications in the Shire; and 

2.  nominates the following Councillors to participate in the Working Group 

A Ward - Cr Rockliff 
B Ward - Cr Sharp 

C Ward - Cr Verdon 
Following discussions of the Working Group, a proposal was presented to upgrade 16.9km from 
Class 2 to Class 1, downgrade 32.9km of Class 1 road to Class 2 and upgrade 26.4km of Earth 
Formation to Class 2. Based on Councillor feedback an amended proposal was prepared with a 
downgrade 11.4km from Class 1 to Class 2; upgrade of 16.9km from Class 2 to Class 1 and upgrade 
of 26.4km Earth Formation to Class 2. feedback a report was presented to Council proposing to 
upgrade 5.9km of Class 2 to Class 1 and upgrade 26.4km of Earth Formation to Class 2 with no 
downgrades in levels of service. A final proposal was presented to Council with 1.8km upgrade from 
Class 2 to Class 1 and 26.4km Earth Formation to Class 2.  
The maintenance standards are per Council Policy 2.17 which was adopted at the May 2026 
meeting: 
a) Class 1 Gravel Roads – gravel providing property access and forming key links for through 

traffic including agricultural freight routes.   
Objective: maintain trafficability in most weather conditions, recognising that ideal conditions 
cannot always be achieved within available resources. 

b) Class 2 Gravel Roads – lower traffic volume roads, primarily providing property access. 
Objective: maintain trafficability in the majority of weather conditions acknowledging that 
water may cross the road in minor storm events and maintenance intervals may be extended 
due to resource constraints. 

c) Earth Formed Roads – roads with minimal formation and no gravel pavement. 
Objective: trafficable in dry weather conditions only.  Gravelling of causeways may occur in 
problem areas and "Dry Weather Only" signage may be installed where appropriate. 

Proposal Class 1 Class 2 EF 
Initial -16.9km +42.4km -26.4km 
Working Group +5.9km +20.5km -26.4km 
Council report +1.8km +24.6km -26.4km 

The cost in 2023 was estimated at $915,000 to achieve the Working Group proposal, to be 
staggered over several financial years once flood recovery work was completed. A third grader crew 
was also required to achieve the increase in service levels. 
At the March 2023 meeting Council resolved to add a further increase of 7.1km of Earth Formation to 
Class 2 for Seeligers Lane.  

Proposal Class 1 Class 2 Earth Formation 
Resolved +1.8km +31.7km -33.5km 
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The final break up is shown below.  

NAME 
Class 1 

(km) 
Class 2 

(km) 
Earth Formation 

(km) 
Albert Smiths Lane   3.2 -3.2 
Aumanns Lane   1.8 -1.8 
Bankvale Road -5.2 5.2   
Bulloc Hill Road   1.7 -1.7 
Carrolls Lane   2.4 -2.4 
Clancys Lane   0.5 -0.5 
Fargunyah Lane   3.2 -3.2 
Frank Westblades Lane 8.2 -8.2   
Geddes Lane   1.0 -1.0 
Gilmours Lane   1.2 -1.2 
Illetts Lane   2.6 -2.6 
Janetskes Lane   3.8 -3.8 
Krauses Lane   2.3 -2.3 
McRories Lane -4.1 4.1   
Napier Road -5.2 5.2   
Poverty Lane   2.7 -2.7 
Rawson Park Road -0.6 0.6   
Seeligers Lane  7.1 -7.1 
Vincents Road 8.7 -8.7   
Total 1.8 31.7 -33.5 

A final report was presented to the August 2023 where council resolved to increase the annual road 
maintenance budget by $150,000 from 2023/24 and to investigate the possibility of upgrading the 
Earth Formation section of Commera Wilson Lane.  

Report 
Are number of issues are relevant to the approved program of works, including: 

• Flood works – since 2022 staff have been tied up with completing flood damage restoration 
works 

• Increased costs – costs have risen significantly since 2023, and the annual maintenance budget 
has remained consistent at $584,250 since 2022/23. 

• Lack of staff – Council has advertised several times for a grader operator and have been 
unsuccessful; 

• Gravel sources – Council’s existing gravel pits are nearing end of life and significant resources 
are required to establish new pits, with investigations currently being undertaken. 

• Changes to road ownership – in July 2022 Council resolved to purchase the private access road 
at Rods Road which also needs to be added to the maintenance program. 

• Council has commissioned and received a Transport Asset Management Plan which provides 
a clearer picture of the asset condition and maintenance required for unsealed roads.  

Notwithstanding the above Council has been able to undertake some of the upgrades.  
 
Road Name Work Completed 

Albert Smiths Lane Gravel resheeting 

Bulloc Hill Road Gravel resheeting 

Clancys Lane Gravel resheeting 
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Road Name Work Completed 

Illetts Lane Gravel resheeting 

Considering the above issues, it is proposed to reconvene the Road Classification Working Group to 
review road upgrades and current budgets and resources.  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 
8.  Plan, develop, and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces 

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 
Local Government Act 1993 s733 

Budget & Financial Aspects 
Nil. 

Attachments 
Nil. 
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SR-6. DA49/26 – RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION OF ONE (1) ALLOTMENT INTO THREE (3)– 6 HILL 
STREET, THE ROCK 

(DPE: 26/5602) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council approve Development Application 49/26 for a residential subdivision of one (1) lot into 
three (3) lots at 6 Hill Street, The Rock, subject to conditions as outlined in the attached Section 4.15 
assessment report. 

Executive Summary 
Council has received a development application for the subdivision of land located at 6 Hill Street, 
The Rock. Throughout the notification period for the proposed subdivision two (2) submissions were 
received against the subdivision. 

Background Information 
 A Development Application has been submitted with Council for a residential subdivision of one (1) 
lot into three (3) lots at 6 Hill Street, The Rock. Upon receipt of the application the application was 
placed on exhibition, which included notification to landowners in the direct vicinity of the 
development site. Landowners were provided the opportunity to make a submission regarding the 
development in accordance with the notification of development controls provided in the Lockhart 
Shire Development Control Plan 2016 (Lockhart DCP).  
Two (2) submissions were received throughout the notification period and redacted copies of these 
submissions are attached to this report. The table below specifies each matter raised throughout 
these submissions and a comment from Council staff in relation to the matter. 
Submission Matter/Concern Staff Comments 

Impact on Environment concerns being raised 
in reference to removal of trees.  

A preliminary Biodiversity Assessment Report 
was submitted to support the Development 
Application and has been included in the 
assessment process. 

Minimal vegetation removal is proposed as part 
of this application in order to provide vehicle 
access to the property.  

Reduced lot sizes, increased density, and 
potential changes to the existing rural-
residential lifestyle. 

The proposed lots all exceed the minimum lot size 
of 2000 m² and is consistent with the intent of the 
RU5 Village zone. The subdivision does not 
introduce urban‑scale density, nor does it alter 
the existing character of the area. No built form is 
proposed under this DA, and future dwellings will 
be subject to separate development applications 
and the controls of the Lockhart DCP 2016. 

It is considered that the proposed subdivision is 
compatible with surrounding land uses and will 
not adversely affect the amenity of existing 
residents. 

Absence of street lights Potentially an additional two (2) dwellings in the 
future is not considered to justify the installation 
of street lights as part of the subject 
development.  
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Submission Matter/Concern Staff Comments 

Increased traffic and present condition of Oaks 
Street, currently occasional maintained gravel 
road. In addition, the narrow entry from Olympic 
Highway to Hill Street.  

The subdivision will ultimately result in two (2) 
additional residential lots. This equates to a 
modest increase in vehicle movements, well 
within the capacity of the existing road network. 
Vehicle access arrangements will be required to 
comply with Council’s engineering standards, and 
no traffic safety issues have been identified.  An 
upgrade of Oaks Street will form part of the 
development to provide adequate access to 
proposed Lot 29. All residents accessing their 
property via Oaks Street will benefit from the 
improved road. 

Hill Street entry from the Olympic Highway is 
considered adequate being within the 50km/h 
Zone.  

Development may reduce neighbouring 
property values. 

Property value impacts are not a planning 
consideration under the EP&A Act. 
Notwithstanding this, the proposal maintains 
large lot sizes, rural character, and a low-density 
development consistent with the locality. No 
evidence has been provided to demonstrate any 
material negative impact on property values. 

Heritage, Aboriginal Cultural Heritage & 
Environmental Impacts  

An Aboriginal Heritage Information Management 
System (AHIMS) search has confirmed that no 
Aboriginal sites or items were identified within 
200 metres of the subject site.  

Minimal vegetation removal is proposed as part 
of this application in order to provide vehicle 
access to the property.  

Concerns for additional Onsite Sewerage 
Management Systems (OSMS) in use in the 
future and potentially failing.  

OSMS are regulated by Section 68 under the 
Local Government Act, 1993.  Regular quarterly 
service inspections are to be undertaken and 
service reports must be provided to Council.  

Concerns were raised regarding infrastructure 
adequacy potential reduced water pressure in 
particular.  

The site is already serviced by reticulated water.  
Any required augmentation recommended by 
Riverina Water will be undertaken at the 
applicant’s cost.  

All lots will utilise on-site sewerage management 
systems, which will be assessed at future 
dwelling DA stages. 

The proposal satisfies Clause 6.5 (Essential 
Services) of the LEP.  

In summary, the proposed subdivision: 

• Is permissible with consent under the Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 2012. 

• Meets the objectives of the RU5 Village zone. 

• Complies with the relevant clauses and controls listed in the Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 
2012 and Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016. 

• Does not create adverse environmental, traffic, amenity, or infrastructure impacts. 

• Maintains the existing character of the locality. 
For more detailed information regarding compliance with the applicable clauses and controls please 
refer to the attached 4.15 Assessment report. 
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Community Strategic Plan 2035 
7 Protect and enhance our natural yet changing environment.  

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 
Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 2012. 
Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016  

Budget & Financial Aspects 
Nil. 

Attachments 

• Subdivision Plan 

• Redacted Submissions  

• Section 4.15 Assessment 
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Strategic Direction 4: Leadership 
Effective leadership that engages, collaborates, and delivers. 
 
SR-7. POLICY REVIEW – POLICY 2.50 LOW PRESSURE SEWER SYSTEMS 

(DE: 26/5573) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That: 
1. Draft Policy 2.50 Low Pressure Sewer Systems be adopted; 
2. Council determine the Annual Fee to be included in the 2026/2027 Fees and Charges.  

Executive Summary 
Policy 2.50 Low Pressure Sewer Systems has been updated to incorporate a maintenance fee for 
users. It is proposed to place the policy on public exhibition before further consideration.  

Background Information 
Council introduced low pressure sewer systems (LPSS) to reduce costs of installing sewer to 
encourage development in the shire. A LPSS consists of a collection tank and pump unit, a control 
unit, discharge pipe and a boundary kit which prevents backflow. 
There are currently 219 E-One sewer pump units throughout the shire. Maintaining these for the year 
2025 cost $15,084 in contractor costs for callouts for pump alarms. This is an average cost of $70 
per unit. The supply cost for the E-One sewer pump unit is approximately $7,000. At some point the 
units will need replacing due to age or wear and tear, the current replacement value is $1,500,000.  
In order to plan for the replacement and to address the high maintenance costs it is proposed to 
introduce an annual fee in Council’s Fees and Charges. The fee would cover asset maintenance, 
pump unit renewal but not reactive works as a result of misuse of the sewer assets. Wagga Wagga 
City Council’s current maintenance fee for LPSS is $205. Council could adopt this fee, noting the 
further travel time to The Rock or Yerong Creek, or adopt another amount.  
At the April 2026 Council meeting Council resolved that: 

1. Policy 2.50 Low Pressure Sewer Systems be placed on public exhibition for 
28 days incorporating an amendment for an annual maintenance fee; 

2. All properties connected to a Low Pressure Sewer System be notified; and 

3. A further report be presented to Council at the close of the exhibition period. 
The exhibition period has closed and the submissions received are presented for Council’s 
consideration.  

Report 
Three submissions were received regarding the proposed policy and fee. They are attached in full. 
Submission One: Refers to the sewer access fee that must be paid by residents if the sewer main 
passes their property and that this fee should not be applied if residents have their own system such 
as a septic tank.  
Submission Two: Resident states Council is not acting with integrity, morally or ethically in proposing 
a fee for maintenance when Council had previously stated that the maintenance would be borne by 
Council.  
Submission Three: Similar to Submission Two, Council’s previous position that maintenance costs 
would be borne by Council.  
From the context, Submission One refers to access fee which is not under review as part of this 
proposal.  Submission Two and Three refer to Council’s agreement to cover maintenance costs. 
Based on this, changes have been made to the policy to clearly state that the annual fee is for 
maintenance, but also to cover the future replacement cost.  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 
8.  Plan, develop, and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces 
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Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 
Local Government Act 1993 s733 

Budget & Financial Aspects 
An annual fee would be used to address the maintenance cost and replacement at end of lifecycle of 
LPSS pump units.  

Attachments 
1. Draft Policy 2.50 Low Pressure Sewer Systems 
2. Submissions from residents 
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SR-8. FEES PAYABLE TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS 
(GM: 26/5782) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council determine the annual fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors for the period 1 July 
2026 to 30 June 2027. 

Executive Summary 
The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal (LGRT) issued an Annual Report and Determination 
on 23 April 2026.  Fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors are required to be within the range set 
by the LGRT.  

Report 
Policy 1.1 Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to the Mayor and Councillors provides 
that the Council shall, prior to 30 June each year, set by resolution the annual fees to be paid, 
monthly in arrears, to the mayor and councillors for the following year commencing 1 July, provided 
that such fee shall be within the range for the Council determined annually by the LGRT.  
The LGRT is required to report to the Minister for Local Government by 1 May each year as to its 
determination of categories and the maximum and minimum amounts of fees to be paid to mayors 
and councillors.  
Lockhart Shire Council has been categorised by the LGRT as “Rural”.  This category comprises 
councils with a population of less than 10,000.   
The LGRT has determined a 3.7 per cent per annum increase in the minimum and maximum fees 
applicable to each category from 1 July 2026, after taking into consideration a range of factors 
including the Consumer Price Index, Wage Price Index, Full-time Adult Average Weekly Ordinary 
Time Earnings, NSW Public Sector increases and Local Government State Award increases, IPART 
Rate Peg Base Cost Change, Public Service Senior Executive remuneration determinations by the 
Statutory and Other Offices Remuneration Tribunal, and State Members of Parliament Basic Salary 
remuneration determinations by the Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal. 
The new maximum and minimum amounts payable to the mayors and councillors of “Rural” councils, 
including Lockhart Shire Council, from 1 July 2026 are as follows: 

Annual Fee - Councillor Annual Fee - Mayor 

Minimum Fee Maximum Fee Minimum Fee Maximum Fee 

$10,920 $14,450 $11,620 $31,510 

The fees currently being paid for the period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 were determined by Council 
at its meeting held on 19 May 2025.  The fees are currently $12,860 per annum for Councillors and 
$29,500 per annum for the Mayor after the Council resolved at that meeting that there be no change 
to the 2024/25 fees being paid to the Mayor and Councillors for the period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 
2026.  The 2024/25 fees were adopted based on the midpoint between the minimum and maximum 
allowable for councillors and the maximum amount allowable for the Mayor. 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 
10: Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making.   
11: Our leadership is responsive, strategic and collaborative.  
12: Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Sections 248 and 249 of the Local Government Act provide that a council may fix the annual fee 
payable to the mayor and councillors and, if it does so, it must fix the annual fee in accordance with 
the appropriate determination of the LGRT.   
If a council does not fix the annual fee, it must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by the 
LGRT.  
Pursuant to section 448 (k) of the Local Government Act Councillors are not required to disclose an 
interest relating to the payment of fees to councillors (including the mayor and deputy mayor).  



Ordinary Meeting – 15 June 2026 

Business Paper   Page 34 

Budget & Financial Aspects 
The fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors for the period 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 as 
resolved by Council will be incorporated into the 2026/27 Operational Plan Budget.   

Attachments 
Office of Local Government Circular 26-05 – 2026/27 Determination of the Local Government 
Remuneration Tribunal. 
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SR-9. INVESTMENT AND BANK BALANCES REPORT – MAY 2026 
(DCCS: 26/5829) 

RECOMMENDATION 
a) That the May 2026 Investment and Bank Balances Report be received and noted. 

b) That the Responsible Accounting Officer Statement be noted, and the report be adopted. 

Executive Summary 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the funds that have been invested and bank 
account balances. 

Report 
It is required under Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Section 625 
of the Local Government Act 1993 to provide the Council with a written report each month detailing 
all money that Council has invested. 

Cash at Bank 

 

Opening Combined Cashbook Balance 530,963.08
Add: Total Receipts

Miscellaneous 3,048.45
Rates 464,820.38
Debtors 28,354.10
Interest on Investments 12,124.90
Development / Planning Applications 28,887.60
Caravan Park Takings 13,335.00
Tip Fees 3,355.00
RockOOSH CCS & Customer Payments 4344.24
Lockhart ELC CCS & Customer Payments 49,136.40
OLG FAG Q4 Payment 25/26 640,423.00
BAS - April 2026    98,215.00
The Rock Flood Study 42,522.00
Sale & Costs – Plant# 2504 41,897.50
LCIP RCMW Lockhart Upg works 7,502.90

1,437,966.47

1,437,966.47
Less: Total Payments 1,391,415.07

New Investments 400,000.00$                            
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 577,514.48

Closing Bank Statement Balance Bendigo Bank 498,446.29
Macquarie Bank 37,127.41
Bendigo Bank-Prichard Trust 32,010.78

567,584.48
Add: Outstanding Deposits 9,930.00

577,514.48
Less: Outstanding Cheques 0.00
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 577,514.48

Interest Rate per 
Annum  Amount Invested % of Total

Investments:
Bank of Queensland 4.05 500,000.00           12.30
Bendigo Bank 4.65 300,000.00           7.38
Bendigo Bank 4.45 500,000.00           12.30
Commonwealth Bank 4.76 300,000.00           7.38
Commonwealth Bank 4.84 250,000.00           6.15
Commonwealth Bank 4.93 250,000.00           6.15
IMB 4.30 300,000.00           7.38
IMB 4.75 200,000.00           4.92
IMB 4.70 300,000.00           7.38
National Australia Bank 4.50 500,000.00           12.30
National Australia Bank 4.60 200,000.00           4.92

Bank of Queensland 3.60 400,000.00           9.84
Bendigo Bank 66,072.20             1.63

4,066,072.20        100.00

AMOUNT
General Fund 1490-3000-0000 -2232694.58
Combined Sewerage 8490-3000-0000 2778198.28
Trust Fund 9991-3000-0000 32010.78

577,514.48 577,514.48
TOTAL FUNDS HELD ARE: 4,643,586.68        
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Community Strategic Plan 2035 
12 Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 

• Local Government Act 1993 Section 625 Investments. 

• Local Government (General) Regulation Clause 212. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 
Council’s 2025/26 Operational Budget has forecast a total of $248,000 income from interest on 
investments for General Fund & Sewer Fund combined.  For the period July 2025 to May 2026, the 
average end of month balance of funds invested has been $4.02 million and the average return on 
invested funds has been 4.11%.  On these year to date figures, Council's budgeted income on 
investments will not be achieved for the General Fund and Sewer Fund.  This has been adjusted in 
the QBR to $148,000. 

Responsible Accounting Officer Statement 
I, Craig Fletcher, hereby certify that all investments listed in this report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of Local Government 
(General) Regulation and Council's Investment Policy. The Internal and External Reserve amounts 
and Unrestricted Funds are estimate valued only, they are subject to change and review in part with 
the audit of Council's Financial Statements and each Quarterly Budget Review. 
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SR-10. PROPOSED EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
(GM: 26/5787) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 
1. Convene an extraordinary council meeting at 5.00pm on Wednesday, 24 June 2026. 
2. Provide public notice of the extraordinary council meeting via Council’s website, Social Media 

page, and the Council Newsletter. 

Executive Summary 
Council is required to adopt its Community Strategic Plan, Operational Plan 2026/27, Delivery 
Program 2026/27–2029/30 (including the Revenue Policy and Fees and Charges), and Long Term 
Financial Plan 2026/27–2035/36 by 30 June 2026. These draft documents are currently on public 
exhibition until 15 June 2026, which does not provide sufficient time for Council to consider any 
public submissions or feedback received prior to the Ordinary June Council Meeting. Accordingly, it 
is proposed that an Extraordinary Council Meeting be convened on Wednesday, 24 June 2026, to 
consider the adoption of these documents. 

Report 
Council’s draft Integrated Planning & Reporting (IP&R) documents consisting of the Community 
Strategic Plan, Operational Plan 2026/27, Delivery Program 2026/27 to 2029/30, (incorporating the 
Revenue Policy and Fees and Charges) and Long Term Financial Plan 2026/27 to 2035/36 were 
endorsed by Council at its meeting held on 18 May 2026 to be placed on public exhibition for a 
period of 28 days. 
It has been Council’s normal practice to then present the draft IP&R documents, together with any 
submissions received, to the June ordinary Council meeting for adoption.  Unfortunately, this year, 
as the required public exhibition period of 28 days finishes on the same day as the ordinary June 
Council, there will not be sufficient time to consider any public comments or submissions received. 
Accordingly, it is proposed to convene an extraordinary council meeting on 24 June 2026. This will 
provide sufficient time to prepare the appropriate report to Council once public comments and 
submissions have been considered.  It being a relatively short meeting and pending the 
reinstatement of the 2021 Model Code of Meeting Practice at Staff Report 1, Councillors may have 
the option of attending in person or participating remotely by audio visual link. 

Community Strategic Plan 2025 
11.  Our leadership is responsive, strategic and collaborative.  
12.  Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Council is required to adopt its Community Strategic Plan, Operational Plan (including annual 
budget), Delivery Program and LTFP by 30 June after first having publicly exhibited the Draft Plans 
for 28 days and considering any submissions received. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 
The Draft Budget and Operation Plan will be prepared by Council officers within existing resources. 

Attachments 
Nil. 
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SR-11. QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW – MARCH 2026 
(DCCS: 25/5811) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 
1. Endorses the Quarterly Budget Review Statement (QBRS) for the period ending 31 March 

2026, prepared in accordance with the NSW Office of Local Government guidelines. 
2. Notes the Responsible Accounting Officer’s certification that Council’s financial position 

remains satisfactory. 
3. Authorises submission of the QBRS and electronic data return to the Office of Local 

Government. 

Executive Summary 
In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1993, a review of Council’s Budget position as at 
31 March 2026 has been undertaken, and the following is submitted for Councillors consideration. 

Report 
Attached to this document is the Quarterly Budget Review Statement (QBRS) Data Return, 
completed in the standard format prescribed by the NSW Office of Local Government (OLG). In 
accordance with OLG guidelines, no changes have been made to the structure or content of the 
official return form. 

General Fund 
When Council adopted the 2025/26 Operational Plan Budget in June 2025 Council budgeted for a 
DEFICIT of $567,479.00.  The Budget Review as at 31 March 2026 indicated an estimated DEFICIT 
of $476,624.00 as at 30 June 2026 after taking into account movements in revenue and expenditure 
for the first quarter. 

Sewer Fund 
When Council adopted the 2025/26 Operational Plan Budget in June 2025 Council budgeted for a 
surplus of $49,900.00 for the Sewer fund operations. For the Budget Review at 31 March 2026 the 
budget adjustments results in an estimated SURPLUS of $10,663.00 as at 30 June 2026 after taking 
into account movements in revenue for the first quarter. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 
8 Plan, develop and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open space 
10 Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making 
12  Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 
Clause 203 (1) of the Local Government (General) Regulation states that “not later than 2 months 
after the end of each quarter (except the June quarter), the responsible accounting officer of a 
council must prepare and submit to the council a budget review statement that shows, by reference 
to the estimate of income and expenditure set out in the statement of the council's revenue policy 
included in the operational plan for the relevant year, a revised estimate of the income and 
expenditure for that year. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

 

Attachments: 
1. QBRS Q3 FY2025-26 Budget Variations  
2. Quarterly Budget Review Statement (QBRS) for the period ending 31 March 2026, prepared in 

accordance with the NSW Office of Local Government guidelines provided under Separate 
Cover  

Fund Adopted Budget 
@ 1 July 2025

Amendments @ 
30 Sept 2025

Amendments 
@ 31 Dec 2025

Amendments 
@ 31 Mar 2026

Revised Estimates 
@ 30 June 2026

General Fund     ($567,479.00)  $   506,274.00   ($170,282.00)  ($245,137.00)         ($476,624.00)
Sewerage Fund  $      49,900.00      ($20,486.00)     ($14,799.00)      ($3,952.00) $10,663.00

Net Consolidated Budget Surplus/(Deficit)     ($517,579.00)  $   485,788.00   ($185,081.00)  ($249,089.00)         ($465,961.00)
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CLOSED SESSION 
Agenda 
 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 the following items of business are considered to be of a 
kind referred to in subsection 10A(2)(c) of the Act - information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business – and should 
be dealt with as part of the meeting closed the media and public. 

 
SR-12. LOCKHART CARAVAN PARK MANAGEMENT CONTRACT 

(DE: 26/5599) 
 
 
SR-13. LOCKHART RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISIONS – MARKETING PROPOSALS 

(MCTED: 24/8808) 
 
 



Ordinary Meeting – 15 June 2026 

Attachments to the Business Paper   Page 40 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Delegate’s Report 1 – Attachment: Minutes of the Country Mayors Association 
Meeting held Friday, 8 May 2026 
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Staff Report 2 – Attachment: Letter from The Rock Recreation Ground Management 
Committee 

REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
The Rock Recreation Ground Committee (355) (TRRGC) is requesting $9,000 from the Lockhart Shire 
356 fund for the purposes of installing a solar battery to capture the energy that is produced from the 
solar panels. 

Background 

Currently TRRGC uses most of its electricity after daylight hours. Therefore, most of the energy 
produced during the day goes into the grid at a meagre 5c per KW. We use the electricity at night from 
the grid at a rate of around 45c/KW with the expected rate to increase by 20% over the next 12 
months.  Our power bills currently sit around the $10k - $12K per year. This equates to using around 
50% of our allocated funds in power bills annually with power expected to rise sharply in the near 
future. The last energy bill being $2940 for the quarter. 

Looking towards the future TRRGC urgently needs to reduce this expense. The Govt is offering 
rebates for batteries as shown in the quotes attached. As a result of this TRRGC have commenced 
with this project by securing funds for solar batteries to be installed. This funding comes from TRRGC 
user bodies as follows: 

$5000 grant from TRYCFNC 

$5000 grant from The Rock and District Touch Association (TRADTA) 

TRRGC is requesting $9000 from LSC 356 fund to cover the shortfall. 

Future Planning 

It is anticipated that the power bills will increase substantially and with the government pushing 
towards using solar power, it is a good opportunity to install solar and be more self sufficient. 

Rebates are only available over the next 2 or so months. 

If the request is granted it is estimated TRRGC will initiately, reduce the power bill to around $1 -
1.500 a quarter or approx. $5000pa. This in turns frees up the allocated monies from council for loan 
repayments, the anticipated R&M costs and any improvements that is needed in the future.  

Future Planning 

This is the first step in reducing our power bills. We are currently applying for a grant for extra solar 
panels as the next step and finally extra battery storage in the next year or so. The aim being to get 
the energy bills down to $500 a quarter. 

Administration 

It is anticipated that the batteries will be installed next to the power box on the southern end of the 
canteen with bollards erected to avoid any damage by vehicles. 

This is a project that is not fully reliant on council funding (approx. 45%) 

This project will cover a minimum of 10 years of power efficiency with an estimated savings of around 
$40 - 50,000 over this 10 year period. 

Plans and quotes attached. 

Any shortfalls or additional costings will be covered by TRRGC. 

For your consideration 

 
Ian Marston 
Chairman TRRGC 
23 Mar 26 
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Staff Report 6 –Attachment 1: Subdivision Plan 
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Staff Report 6 –Attachment 2: Submissions 
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Staff Report 6 – Attachment 3: Section 4.15 Assessment 
 

 

 
Report of Development Application 

Pursuant to Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 

 
 

APPLICATION DETAILS 
Type of Application Development Application 
Planning Portal Case No. PAN-611635 
Application No. DA 49/26 
Modification No. Not Applicable 
Council Record No. 26/4246 
Date of Lodgement 30.03.2026 
Date of Site Inspection  01.6.2026 

Applicant Mark Aarts 
Proposal Residential Subdivision of one lot creating 3 lots 

1 lot with the existing dwelling and 2 vacant lots 
Description of Modification Not Applicable 
BCA Classification N/A 
Development Cost $15,900.00 
Other Approvals Subdivision Certificate 
Concurrence Required Not required 
Referrals Engineering Department for design of vehicle access and 

upgrade of Oaks Street. 
AHIMS Search Result Aboriginal sites, places or items are not recorded in or 

near this location. 
Adjoining Owners 
Notification 

Notification is required and has been sent to selected 
property owners for review. Submissions due 8.05.2026 
and extended due to updated plans received 19.05.28. 

Advertising Not required. 
Determination Body Council  
Reason 2 submissions received  
Meeting Date 15 June 2026 
Assessment Officer Birgit Ronnfeldt 

SITE DETAILS 
Subject Land Lot 1 DP1316201 
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Street, Town 6 HILL STREET, THE ROCK NSW 
Owner MC AARTS & M AARTS 
Owner’s Consent Provided Yes 
Previous DAs or BAs and 
S68 

DA59/22 Subdivision 2 Lots 

 
PLANNING CONTOLS / STATUTORY CLASSIFICATION 

Pursuant to Part 4 (Division 1) 
Environmental Planning Instrument Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 2012 
Zoning RU5 Village (min lot size 2000sqm) 
Land Use Definition Subdivisions 
Statement of Permissibility Permitted with Consent 

 
Description of Development 
The applicant seeks approval for a proposed subdivision of one (1) residential lot creating three 
(3) lots. 
• Proposed Lot 27: 56.95 metre frontage to Hill Street, proposed area 4,238m2 
• Proposed Lot 28: 43.5 metre frontage to Hill Street and an 81.1 metre frontage to Oaks Street, 
proposed area 3,907 m2 
• Proposed Lot 29: 80 metre frontage to Oaks Street, proposed area 8036m2 
All new proposed lots comply with the minimum lots size under the LEP. 
Oaks Street is a gravel road and will have to be upgraded as part of the subdivision to provide 
adequate access for proposed Lot 29.  Hill Street is a sealed road and gives direct access to Lot 
28.  

 
Utility services must be provided to all new lots such as electricity, water and communication. 
Reticulated sewerage is not available in this area. Future development (not included in this DA) 
will require an Onsite Sewerage Management System (OSMS) to service a new dwelling. 
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The Site and Locality 
The land is zoned RU5 with an existing lot area of 1.63ha, which is proposed to be subdivided 
into 3 Lots the principal access is currently from Hill Street.  The land slightly sloped and contains 
a mix of native and introduced trees and vegetation. A preliminary Biodiversity Assessment 
Report has been provided including recommendations to protect the site, although removal of 
0.19ha of vegetation is proposed, which doesn’t exceed the threshold. (Refer to 6.6.1 area 
Clearing threshold, BAR)  
In January 2026 the Bush Fire Prone maps have been updated with the result that the site is not 
within the bushfire prone land.  The Lot was not identified as flood prone.  
 
The lot has currently an existing dwelling and associated building located on it. Surrounding land 
consists of some vacant lots and large area lots with single dwellings and associated structures 
located on them.  
 

 
  

 
 

MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 4.15 
 

Section 4.15 (1) – The provisions of any environmental planning instrument (EPI) 
 
Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 2012 
Proposed development complies with the provisions of the Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 
2012 as follows: 
 
 
Part 2 Permitted or prohibited development Land Use 
The land is located in the RU5 Village zone under the LLEP 2012. 
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1   Objectives of zone 
To provide for a range of land uses, services and facilities that are associated with a rural 
village. 

2   Permitted without consent 
Environmental protection works; Home occupations 

3   Permitted with consent 
Centre-based child care facilities; Community facilities; Dwelling houses; Neighbourhood 
shops; Oyster aquaculture; Places of public worship; Recreation areas; Recreation 
facilities (indoor); Recreation facilities (outdoor); Respite day care centres; Roads; 
Schools; Tank-based aquaculture; Any other development not specified in item 2 or 4 

4   Prohibited 
Agriculture; Air transport facilities; Airstrips; Animal boarding or training establishments; 
Biosolids treatment facilities; Cellar door premises; Electricity generating works; 
Extractive industries; Farm buildings; Farm stay accommodation; Forestry; Hazardous 
storage establishments; Heavy industries; Livestock processing industries; Mooring pens; 
Offensive storage establishments; Open cut mining; Rural workers’ dwellings; Waste 
disposal facilities. 
 

Comment: It is considered that the subject development complies with the abovementioned RU5 
Zone Objective.  The proposed subdivision is permitted with consent within the land use table as 
part of residential development. The proposed lot sizes meet the minimum lot size of 2000 sqm 
under the current LEP.   
 
Part 3 Exempt & Complying Development  
Comment: The proposed development is not Exempt or Complying Development. The applicant 
is seeking consent. 
 
Part 4 Principal development standards 
Comment: No Applicable Development Standards. 
 
Part 5 Miscellaneous provisions 
Comment:  No Applicable Miscellaneous Provisions. 
 
Part 6 Additional Local Provisions 
Comment: Clause 6.5 ‘Essential Services’ of the LLEP is relevant to this application and 
provides: 
 
6.5 Essential Services 
Development consent must not be granted to development unless the consent authority is satisfied 
that any of the following services that are essential for the proposed development are available or 
that adequate arrangements have been made to make them available when required: 
(a)  the supply of water, 
(b)  the supply of electricity, 
(c)  the disposal and management of sewage, 
(d)  stormwater drainage or on-site conservation, 
(e)  suitable vehicular access. 
 
Each new lot is to be provided with essential services prior to the issue of the Subdivision 
Certificate. 
 
The listed services are considered to be essential for the proposed development. The statement of 
environmental effects indicates that “The existing electricity connection is via overhead cable from 
a pole located across the road in Hill Street and all the proposed lots in both stages could also be 
connected via this infrastructure.  There is water available from Riverina Water County Council 
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along Hill Street that could be connected to the proposed lots and there is an existing Telstra line 
in Oaks Street, adjacent to our proposed lots.”    

(a) The supply of water is subject to adequate arrangements being made with Riverina Water. 
The servicing map below indicates that their infrastructure is within vicinity of the site. 
the following documents shall be submitted to Council to demonstrate that the requirements 
from the utility authorities have been met: 
i) Essential Energy: Notice of Arrangement  
ii) Riverina Water: Certificate of Compliance;  
iii) Certification from an approved telecommunications provider to confirm provision of 
service. 

Reticulated sewer network is not available in this area. An onsite Sewerage management system 
will be required to be installed at time of development. ( not part of this DA)  

• Vehicle access is to be installed in accordance to Council’s engineering standard.  
 
 

•   Water 
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  Electricity 
 
State Environmental Planning Policies (SEPPs)  
N/A 
 

 
Section 4.15(1)(a)(ii) – the provisions of any draft environmental planning instrument 
No relevant planning instrument under this clause is currently the subject of public exhibition or 
comment. 
 
Section 4.15(1)(a)(iii) – The provisions of any development control plan 
 
Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016 
Proposed development complies with the development standards of the Lockhart Development 
Control Plan 2016 as follows: 
 
Section C – Development Controls 
 
Activities in Public Places 
Comment: Not applicable. 
 
Bushfire Prone Land 
Comment: Not applicable. The development site is not identified as being bushfire prone land, 
due to updated maps early 2026 by the RFS NSW. 
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Commercial Development 
Comment: Not applicable. The development is for a residential subdivision. 
 
Contaminated Land 
Comment: Not applicable. The development site is not identified as being contaminated. 
 
Dwelling Houses (Second Hand) 
Comment: Not applicable. 
 
Engineering Standards 
Comment:  

• New vehicle access is to be provided to each new lot, an application for s138 Road 
opening permit is to be lodged. The property access will be required to be installed in 
accordance with Council’s Engineering standards. This will form a condition of 
Development Consent. 

• No reticulated sewerage network is available in this area.  
• Stormwater table drain will be part of the upgrade of Oaks Street.  

 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
Comment: Not applicable. The development site is not located in an Environmentally Sensitive 
Area. 
 
Erosion and Sediment Control 
Comment: Appropriate measures will be taken on the site and there is likely to be minimal 
impacts as part of the development. 
 
Flood Prone Land 
Comment: Not applicable. The development site is not located on flood prone land. 
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Food Premises Fit Out and Construction 
Comment: Not applicable.  
 
Heritage and Conservation 
Comment: Not applicable. The development site is not located in a Heritage and Conservation 
Area. 
 
E4 - Industrial Development 
Comment: Not applicable. The development is residential. 
 
R5 - Large Lot Residential Development 
Comment: Not applicable. The development site is located on RU5 Village zoned land.  
 
Notification of Development Applications 
Comment: Notification of the Development Application is required as it is considered that the 
development may have some minor impact to adjoining landowners/occupiers, due to the 
potential of future development.  
 
RU5 - Residential and Village Development 
Comment: This section is relevant to this development. 
Although no structure will be erected as part of the proposed subdivision the following provisions 
have been made.  
 
The proposed subdivision with recognised building envelopes have a front setback of 10metres 
which is considered satisfactory and complies with the minimum required setback of 10 metres 
for a lot that is greater than 1500m2. 
No fill proposed to be provided on the lot. 
 
The development does not include a shed or any new fencing. 
 
RU1 - Rural Development 
Comment: Not applicable as the development is residential. 
 
Sewage Management 
Comment: reticulated sewerage network is not available in this area. 
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Signage 
Comment: No new signage proposed as part of the development. 
 
Subdivision 
Comment: Not applicable. No subdivision proposed. 
 
Temporary Occupation of Land 
Comment: Not applicable.  
 
Section 4.15(1)(a)(iiia) – Planning Agreements 
Nil 
 
Section 4.15(1)(a)(iv) - any matters prescribed by the regulations 
Nil 
 

 
Section 4.15(1)(b) - likely impacts of that development 
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Comment 

Context & Setting ☒ ☐ ☐ The development is considered to be appropriate 
within the RU5 Zone and the development is 
considered appropriate for its location. 

Streetscape ☒ ☐ ☐ The development will not affect the streetscape in 
a negative way.  

Traffic, access and 
parking 

☒ ☐ ☐ The development is residential. New property 
accesses to be installed in accordance with 
Council Engineering Standards. 
Future development will have minimal increase in 
traffic. 

Public Domain ☒ ☐ ☐ No adverse impacts will occur to the public domain 
as a result of this development. 

Utilities ☒ ☐ ☐ Service providers are to make arrangements to 
make connection possible. 

Heritage ☒ ☐ ☐ Land not affected. 

Aboriginal Heritage 
Search  

☒ ☐ ☐ A search report on the Aboriginal Heritage 
Information Management System (AHIMS) 
revealed no records of items, sites or places. 

Other land 
Resources (e.g. 
physical, biotic, 
environmental, 
infrastructural and 
socio-economic 
components of a 
natural land unit) 

☒ ☐ ☐ Satisfactory.  
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Water Quality & 
Stormwater 

☒ ☒ ☒ Concerns have been raised in reference to 
reduced water pressure. A condition will be added 
to provide a compliance certificate from RWCC 
under  
s306-Authority may impose certain requirements 
before granting certificate of compliance of the 
Water management Act 2000.   
Upgrade to the existing road (Oaks Street) with 
stormwater table drain is required. 

Soils, soil erosion ☒ ☐ ☐ The development will not create any adverse 
impacts on soils or contribute to soil erosion. No 
structures will be erected.  

Air and microclimate ☒ ☐ ☐ The development will not create any adverse 
impacts on the air or micro climate. 

Flora and Fauna 
Trees 

☒ ☐ ☐ Minimal vegetation required to be removed as part 
of the development. 

Waste ☐ ☐ ☒ The development will utilise appropriate waste 
management practices and is serviced by a waste 
collection service. 

Energy ☒ ☐ ☐ Notice of arrangement from Essential Energy is to 
be provided. The development will not create any 
adverse impacts or demands on energy. 

Noise & vibration ☒ ☐ ☐ The development will not create any adverse 
impacts with regards to noise and vibration. 

Hours of operation ☐ ☐ ☒ N/A – Residential development. 

Natural hazards  
- Flooding  
Area Map 

☒ ☐ ☐ The development site is not identified as flood 
liable land.  

Natural hazards 
- Bushfire Prone 
Area Map 

☒ ☐ ☐ The development site is not identified as bush fire 
prone land in accordance with recent amendments 
to Bush fire prone land mapping by the RFS NSW. 

Technological 
Hazards (e.g. 
industrial pollution, 
toxic waste, fires, 
chemical spills) 

☒ ☐ ☐ The development will not promote any 
technological hazards. 

Safety, security and 
crime prevention 

☒  ☐ ☐ The development will not create or contribute to 
any adverse safety, security or crime prevention 
issues. 

Social impact in 
locality 

☒ ☐ ☐ The development will not adversely affect the 
social fabric of the community.  The development 
will not change the way that people conduct their 
daily lives etc. 

Economic Impact in 
Locality 

☒ ☐ ☐ It is considered that the development may 
contribute positively to the local economy by virtue 
of economic flow on effects.  

Site design and 
internal design 

☒ ☐ ☐ Considered satisfactory. 

Overlooking - 
overshadowing 

☐ ☐ ☒ No problems with overlooking or overshadowing. 
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Landscaping ☒ ☐ ☐ Existing and satisfactory.  

Construction ☐ ☐ ☒ No construction proposed as part of this 
application. 

Private open space ☐ ☐ ☒ Satisfactory.  

Cumulative Impacts 
(environmental, 
social, economic and 
other impacts) 

☒ ☐ ☐ Considered acceptable and positive. 

Disabled access ☐ ☐ ☒ N/A – Residential Development 

Signage  ☐ ☐ ☒ N/A – Residential Development 

Setbacks, Building 
Envelopes 

☐ ☐ ☒ The proposed front, rear and side setbacks are 
compliant with the DCP setback requirements.  

 
Section 4.15(1)(c) - the suitability of the site for the development 
The subject land located at 6 Hill Street, The Rock is considered to be suitable for the proposed 
development.    

 
Section 4.15(1)(d) - any submissions made in accordance with the Act or the regulation 
The development was not required to be notified as it is likely to have minimal impacts on 
adjoining land. 

 
Section 4.15(1)(e) - the public interest 
The public interest is a broad consideration relating to many issues and is not limited to the 
efficient development of the land. Taking into account the full range of matters for consideration 
under Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 1979 (as discussed within this 
report) it is considered that approval of the application is consistent with the public interest.  
Other Legislative Requirements 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 
Is the clearing of native vegetation proposed? No 
Does clearing exceed clearing criteria identified in Biodiversity Conservation Regulations? N/A 
Is the land identified on OEHs Biodiversity Values Maps? N/A 
 
For all proposals below the thresholds a ‘test of significance’ is required.  If this test indicates 
significant impact then Biodiversity Assessment Method must be applied. 
 
Section 7.3 of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016  
5 Part Test (threatened species or ecological communities, or their habitats) 
The following factors must be taken into account in making a determination under this section: 
 

a) In the case of a threatened species, whether the proposed development or activity is   
likely to have an adverse effect on the life cycle of the species such that a viable local 
population of the species is likely to be placed at risk of extinction,  
 

b) in the case of an endangered ecological community or critically endangered ecological 
community, whether the proposed development or activity:  
 
(i) is likely to have an adverse effect on the extent of the ecological community such 

that its local occurrence is likely to be placed at risk of extinction, or  
(ii) is likely to substantially and adversely modify the composition of the ecological 

community such that its local occurrence is likely to be placed at risk of extinction,  
 

c) in relation to the habitat of a threatened species or ecological community: 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#threatened_species
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#development
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#species
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#species
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#ecological_community
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#ecological_community
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#ecological_community
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#development
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#ecological_community
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#ecological_community
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#ecological_community
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#habitat
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#threatened_species
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#ecological_community
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(i) the extent to which habitat is likely to be removed or modified as a result of the 

proposed development or activity, and  
(ii) whether an area of habitat is likely to become fragmented or isolated from other 

areas of habitat as a result of the proposed development or activity, and  
(iii) the importance of the habitat to be removed, modified, fragmented or isolated to 

the long-term survival of the species or ecological community in the locality,  
 

d) whether the proposed development or activity is likely to have an adverse effect on any 
declared area of outstanding biodiversity value (either directly or indirectly, 
 

e) whether the proposed development or activity is or is part of a key threatening process or 
is likely to increase the impact of a key threatening process.  

 
Comment: 
 
Is vegetation proposed to be cleared, native vegetation? No  
If yes - then does DCP require a permit? N/A 
 
If yes, is clearing associated with development that requires consent? N/A 
Does it exceed offset scheme threshold or test of significance? If yes Biodiversity Assessment 
Method applies and Biodiversity Assessment Report from accredited persons is required? N/A 
 
Note: If serious and irreversible impacts are identified then the application must be 
refused. 
 
Developer Contributions Plans  
 
Section 7.12 Development Contributions Plan for the Council of Lockhart Shire 2020. 
 
The development is valued at less than $100,001 and therefore no contributions are required in 
accordance with the Contribution Plan.  
Contribution will be applied at time of construction in a separate DA 

 
REFERRALS: 
Condition to be added onto consent for s138 application to be made. Director of Engineering to 
determine the construction of a new road known as Oaks Street.  The Road is required to provide 
access to the proposed Lot 29.  

 
CONCLUSION:  
This assessment has given consideration to the matters listed where relevant. This assessment 
was undertaken in accordance with section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that Development Application 49/26 for the proposed Residential Subdivision 
creating 3 Lots, be approved, subject to the following conditions:- 
  

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#habitat
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#development
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#habitat
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#habitat
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#development
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#habitat
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#species
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#ecological_community
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#development
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#declared_area_of_outstanding_biodiversity_value
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#development
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#key_threatening_process
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/bca2016309/s1.6.html#key_threatening_process
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General Conditions 
 
1) ERECTION OF SIGNS 

(1) This section applies to a development consent for development involving building work, 
subdivision work or demolition work. 

(2) It is a condition of the development consent that a sign must be erected in a prominent 
position on a site on which building work, subdivision work or demolition work is being 
carried out— 
a) showing the name, address and telephone number of the principal certifier for the 

work, and 
b) showing the name of the principal contractor, if any, for the building work and a 

telephone number on which the principal contractor may be contacted outside 
working hours, and 

c) stating that unauthorised entry to the work site is prohibited. 
(3) The sign must be— 

a) maintained while the building work, subdivision work or demolition work is being 
carried out, and 

b) removed when the work has been completed. 
(4) This section does not apply in relation to— 

a) building work, subdivision work or demolition work carried out inside an existing 
building, if the work does not affect the external walls of the building, or 

b) Crown building work certified to comply with the Building Code of Australia under 
the Act, Part 6. 

REASON: Prescribed condition under section 70 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Regulation 2021. 

 

2) APPROVED PLANS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 
The development must be carried out in accordance with the stamped approved plans and 
specifications. 
Ref Rev Document/plan Provided by Date  
25249  Sketch plans Wagga Surveyors 3.02.2026 

 Final Statement of Environmental 
Effects 

CAF 21.01.2026 

 1.0 Preliminary Biodiversity 
assessment Report  

The Environmental 
Factor 

27.10.2025 

 
The Development Application has been determined by the granting of consent subject to and 
as amended by the conditions of development consent specified below. 
Note: Any modifications to the proposal shall be the subject of an application under 
Section 4.55 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979.G 
REASON: To ensure all parties are aware of the approved plans and supporting 
documentation that applies to the development. 
 

3) TREE REMOVAL 
Trees are not permitted to be removed without Council approval with reference to the 
Preliminary Biodiversity Assessment Report (PBAR) prepared and provided by The 
Environmental Factor, October 2025. 
REASON: To comply with Section 7.2 and 7.8 of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 
 

4) ROAD OPENING PERMIT S138 - residential developments 
Prior to works or activities commencing within the road reserve, approval under Section 138 
of the Roads Act 1993 is required from Council.  
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The Applicant is required to submit and have approved a written application for Consent to 
Work on a Road Reserve. All works shall be carried out in accordance with the approved 
details complying with Council’s Engineering requirements. 
REASON: It is in the public interest that proposed works being carried out with the road 
reserve, in association with the subject development, are assessed for compliance against 
relevant traffic management standards and the terms and conditions of the Roads Act 1993, 
Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, as amended. 

 
5) UPGRADE OF OAKS STREET & VEHICULAR CROSSING 

Oaks Street and each of the property vehicle access points providing access to the subject 
property is required to be upgraded and constructed at full expense of the applicant and to 
Council's specification (Please contact Council’s Engineering department for standard 
conditions and specifications).  The property access point is to be maintained by the 
applicant to the satisfaction of Council. 
REASON: To provide suitable vehicle access to the new Lots. 
 

6) VEHICULAR CROSSING 
The vehicular crossing is required to enable satisfactory access and shall be constructed at 
full expense of the applicant and to Council's specification. The applicant must obtain a Road 
Opening Permit under Section 138 of the Roads Act 1993 from Council, prior to commencing 
any works on the road reserve.  
(Please contact Council’s Engineering department for standard conditions and 
specifications).  The access is to be maintained by the applicant to the satisfaction of 
Council. 
REASON: To provide suitable vehicle access to the property. 
 

7) PROTECTION TO COUNCILS’ ASSET 
The applicant shall ensure that suitable protection is given to the Council's assets, to ensure 
no damage is incurred during activities on the site.  The applicant shall be responsible for any 
re-instatement costs incurred. 
REASON: To ensure Council’s assets are not damaged during construction. 
 

8) NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF WORKS FOR A SUBDIVISION 
At least two (2) days prior to the commencement of any works, notice of commencement of 
subdivision works is to be provided to Council and, in the event of a private certifier, the 
principal certifier. 
REASON: To ensure the development complies with the requirements of Section 6.6 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

 
9) EASEMENT FOR SERVICES 

An easement is to be provided for any services located within the proposed allotments. 
Services are to be contained within the easement, which is to be shown on the final plans of 
subdivision when submitted to Council for approval. 
REASON: To ensure that services are located within the easement. 

 
10) TOILET FACILITIES (PRIOR TO ANY WORK ON SITE) 

Prior to works commencing on site, toilet facilities must be provided, at or in the vicinity of the 
work site on which work involved in the erection or demolition of a building is being carried out, 
at the rate of one toilet for every 20 persons or part of 20 persons employed at the site. Each 
toilet provided must be: 
a) standard flushing toilet connected to a public sewer, or 
b) if that is not practicable, an accredited sewage management facility approved by 

Council, or 
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c) if that is not practicable, any other sewage management facility approved by Council. 
 

NOTE 1: The provision of toilet facilities in accordance with this condition must be completed 
before any other work is commenced and the toilet facility must not be removed 
without the prior approval of Council. 

NOTE 2: ‘Vicinity’ in this condition is defined to mean within 50 metres of the subject building 
site. 

NOTE 3: The toilet facilities are to comply with all Work Cover NSW requirements. 
REASON: To ensure that the building site and adjoining public places are maintained in a 
clean and tidy condition so as not to interfere with the amenity of the area. Section 4.15 
(1)(b) and (e) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, as amended. 
 

 
Before issue of a subdivision works certificate 

 
11) NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF WORKS 

At least two (2) days prior to the commencement of any works, notice of commencement of 
building or subdivision works is to be provided to Council and, in the event of a private 
certifier, the principal certifier. 
REASON: To ensure the development complies with the requirements of Section 6.6 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

 
12) PROVISION OF SERVICES 

Water, telephone and electricity services shall be made available to each new allotment, at full 
cost to the developer.  

a) Reticulated water supply shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of 
Riverina Water. 

b) Reticulated power shall be provided in accordance with designs approved by Essential 
Energy. 

c) Communications infrastructure shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of 
Telstra. 

REASON: To ensure that the new allotments are serviced.  
 

13) CONSENT FROM SERVICE PROVIDERS 
Prior to the issue of the Subdivision Certificate, the following documents shall be submitted to 
Council to demonstrate that the requirements from the utility authorities have been met: 
a) Essential Energy: Notice of Arrangement  

b) Riverina Water: Certificate of Compliance including confirmation of sufficient water 
pressure (s306 of the Water Management Act 2000) 

c) Certification from an approved telecommunications provider. 
REASON: To ensure that the new allotments are serviced.  
 

14) SUBDIVISION CERTIFICATE REQUIRED 
A Subdivision Certificate, pursuant to Section 6.4 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979, must be obtained from Council, prior to its lodgement with NSW Land 
Registry Services. 
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The Final Survey Plan must be submitted to Council along with the application for Subdivision 
Certificate and associated checklist. 
NOTE: Council will only consider issuing a Subdivision Certificate when it is satisfied that all 
conditions of the development consent relating to the subdivision have been complied with and 
the appropriate fees paid. 
REASON: to comply with requirements of Section 6.4 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 

 
15) WORKS AS EXECUTED PLANS 

Prior to the release of the Subdivision Certificate, the applicant must lodge Works as Executed 
Plans for works carried out as part of the Development Consent, including for any works 
regarding extension to the sewer main. 
REASON: To ensure compliance with Council’s requirements. 
 

16) SECTION 88B INSTRUMENT 
Where any easement, right-of-way or restrictions are intended to be created pursuant to 
Section 88B of the Conveyancing Act, 1919, the subject 88B Instrument shall be submitted to 
Council for approval prior to release of the original plan of subdivision and Subdivision 
Certificate. 
REASON: To ensure compliance with Council’s requirements. 

 
During subdivision work 

 
17) DISCOVERY OF RELICS AND ABORIGINAL OBJECTS 

While site work is being carried out, if a person reasonably suspects a relic or Aboriginal 
object is discovered: 
the work in the area of the discovery must cease immediately; 
the following must be notified 
• for a relic – the Heritage Council; or 
• for an Aboriginal object – the person who is the authority for the protection of Aboriginal 

objects and Aboriginal places in New South Wales under the National Parks and Wildlife 
Act 1974, section 85. 

Site work may recommence at a time confirmed in writing by: 
• for a relic – the Heritage Council; or 
• for an Aboriginal object – the person who is the authority for the protection of Aboriginal 

objects and Aboriginal places in New South Wales under the National Parks and Wildlife 
Act 1974, section 85. 

REASON: To ensure the protection of objects of potential significance during works. 
 

18) PRESERVATION OF SURVEY MARKS 
Before the issue of a Subdivision Certificate, documentation must be submitted by a 
registered surveyor to the Council which demonstrates that: 

1. no existing survey mark(s) have been removed, damaged, destroyed, obliterated or 
defaced, or  
2. any survey mark(s) that were damaged, destroyed, obliterated or defaced have been re-
established in accordance with the Surveyor General’s Direction No. 11 – Preservation of Survey 
Infrastructure. 

REASON: To protect the State’s survey infrastructure. 
 
19) TRACKING MUD 

The Site supervisor is to ensure to clean up any mud tracking/spoil material from the 
construction site onto the Road and all other adjoining public roads.  To prevent the tracking 
of mud onto the carriageway and to prevent edge breaking of the existing pavement, the 
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driveway is to be sealed from the existing edge of seal to the property boundary, at no cost to 
the Authority.   
REASON: To ensure that development works does not have adverse impact on road safety. 
Section 4.15(1)(b) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, as amended. 
 

20) SITE DIMENSIONS AND MEASUREMENTS 
It is the responsibility of the owner of the land to ensure that all site dimensions and 
measurements are accurate. 
REASON: To ensure that the building is located in accordance with the approved plans. 
 

21) PROTECTION TO COUNCIL’S ASSETS 
The applicant shall ensure that suitable protection is given to the Council's assets, including 
paving, to ensure no damage is incurred during activities on the site.  The applicant shall be 
responsible for any re-instatement costs incurred. 
REASON: To protect Councils asset and ensure rectification to any damage occurred. 

 
Before issue of a Subdivision Certificate 

All conditions must be finalised and final documents must be submitted to Council.  

 
 

 
Report by: 
 

 
Birgit Ronnfeldt 
DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT OFFICER  
 
Date: 4 June 2026 

Report Approved by 
 

 
 
Jesse Rapley 
DIRECTOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
 
Date: 4 June 2026 
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Staff Report 7 – Attachment 1: Draft Policy 2.50 Low Pressure Sewer Systems 
 

2.50 Low Pressure Sewer Systems 
 
POLICY TITLE: LOW PRESSURE SEWER SYSTEMS 
 
FILE REFERENCE: S67 
 
EXPIRY DATE: JUNE 2029 
 

 
PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this policy is to define where and when low pressure sewer systems will be allowed within the Council boundary, whose 
responsibility the installation and maintenance is and what systems will be permissible. 
 

SCOPE 
 
Lockhart Shire Council has a preference for its sewers to be conventional gravity systems but it also recognises that this is not always 
possible and therefore will permit the limited use of Pressure Sewerage Systems within the Shire, where conventional sewerage 
schemes are not environmentally, economically or physically feasible. 
 

POLICY STATEMENT 
 

1. Definitions 

Boundary Kit: Valve at the property boundary incorporating isolation valve, non-return valve and inspection tee piece. 

Council:  Lockhart Shire Council. 

Control Panel: The box incorporating the electrical controls and high-level alarms and switches for pumps. 

Equivalent Tenement (ET): An equivalent Tenement (ET) is the basic unit of measure used to quantify the demand or loading on 
water supply or sewerage services respectively.  As previously stated, one ET represents the 
equivalent demand or loading from a standard residential household. 

Pump Unit:  Comprises of grinder pump, storage vessel control panel pressure switches and ancillary equipment. 

Emergency Storage: That capacity in the storage vessel above the high-level alarm point. 

Lateral Spur: Line from the reticulation main to the property kit. 

Property delivery line: Pipeline connecting the property boundary kit to pump unit. 

Standard connection: Single dwelling equivalent to 1 ET. 
 
2. Roles and responsibilities 

The Director of Planning and Environment will be responsible for approving all new pressure sewer installations. 
 
The Director of Planning and Environment will be responsible for investigating if a land owner/tenant has inadvertently through 
introducing banned substances as set out in the home owner’s manual or wilfully damaged a pressure system and for determining 
whether the land owner/tenant will be billed for the repairs to the unit and the relevant cost. 
 
3. Pressure Sewer Systems 

3.1 WHAT IS A PRESSURE SEWERAGE SYSTEM 
A pressure sewer system is broadly defined as a system where macerated sewerage is conveyed under pressure generated by a 
pump unit located on each property to another sewer system or treatment plant. 
 
A pressure sewerage system as covered in this Policy is defined as comprising of: 
a) A pumping unit containing a grinder pump, specifically designed for pressure sewerage applications, installed on each property 

to drain that individual property.  These pumping units will only be those types that have been approved by NSW Government 
regulatory bodies and agreed to be used by Lockhart Shire Council for that purpose; 
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b) Connections of these pumping units to Council’s pressure sewerage reticulation system, via a specially designed Boundary 
Kit; 

c) A reticulation system specifically designed for pressure sewerage applications, and capable of supporting a number of such 
individual pumping units to transport the sewerage to the system discharge point.  An alarm system built within the overall 
pumping unit to warn residents, who in turn will be required to contact Council either during work hours or after hours, that the 
pump is no longer working and to allow maintenance to occur within an acceptable timeframe. 

 
3.2 WHERE CAN PRESSURE SEWERAGE SYSTEMS BE USED 
Use of pressure sewerage systems will occur where designated by Council, but as a general guide this will be where: 
a) These systems are demonstrated to have significantly lower 30-year life cycle costs to Council compared with other forms of 

sewerage service provision, for the particular application, however even if a gravity system is more expensive it may still be 
the chosen option; 

b) There are particular circumstances, requiring the use of this technology; 
c) They are being used to overcome problems with on-site systems, where pressure sewerage effectively represents the only 

viable option; 
d) Council sewerage planning does not preclude them. It is stressed that just because pressure sewerage may, in some locations, 

be a lower cost technology, this will not necessarily mandate its use, as other factors may mitigate against such usage. 
 
3.3 LIMITED PRESSURE SEWERAGE PUMP TECHNOLOGIES 
Council will nominate the type/make of pressure sewer system to be used in the shire. 
 
3.4 SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 
Council will, in support of this Policy Statement, have the following supporting documentation: 
a) A Technical Specification to regulate the nature of all pressure sewerage pumping units purchased as well detail the manner 

in which they are to be installed and maintained. 
b) A Home Owner’s Manual to inform the resident what is expected of them and what they can and cannot do in relation to the 

pressure sewerage system on their property.  It will also contain instructions on what to do if their system should fail. 
 
4. General Responsibilities 

4.1 OWNERSHIP OF THE RESIDENTIAL PUMPING UNITS 
The basic configuration for most pressure applications will be a separate single pumping unit provided for each separate property and 
this will be based on a uniform sized tank.  The ownership of the pumping unit, in this standard configuration, will reside with Council 
and includes the following: 
a) Pump; 
b) Storage vessel; 
c) Control panel and ancillary fittings; 
d) Property delivery lines; 
e) Boundary Kit. 
 
The hydraulic termination point for Council ownership of the pressure sewerage system will be the first flexible joint on the inlet side to 
the pressure sewerage storage vessel.  The point for electrical termination will be the connection to the dwelling’s power board where 
a separate 20amp circuit is to be used.  Residents are reminded that under Section 635 of the Local Government Act it is an offence 
to wilfully or negligently remove damage, destroy or interfere with a pressure sewer system. 
 
In general Council will not seek to take out an easement over any part of the “on-property” installation of the pressure sewerage system.  
However, Council reserves the right to create an easement if required so as to ensure the safe ongoing operation of the system, the 
minimisation of any health concerns, or the protection of any Council property. 
 
For non-standard connection (larger than 1ET), i.e. commercial connection, see section 5.2. 
 
4.2 MAINTENANCE OF THE RESIDENTIAL PUMPING UNIT 
Council will provide all residents with a propriety pumping unit that to-date, has a proven track record in so far as reliability and 
performance is concerned.  If repairs are required, Council will maintain the unit on behalf of the resident with the cost being covered 
by the annual low pressure sewer fee.  However, if the unit is damaged by misuse or negligence by the householder the cost of repairs 
will be billed to the landowner. 
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It will be a condition of being connected to Council’s reticulation system that the residents operate the pressure sewer system in 
accordance with the Manufacturer’s Technical specification and Council’s Home Owner’s Manual. 
 
4.3 POWER FOR THE PUMPING UNIT 
The pumping unit’s power connection will not be metered separately, and the residents will meet the power costs for the pressure 
sewerage pumping unit.  The pumping unit will be installed on a separate electrical circuit breaker system.  The point for electrical 
termination will be the connection to the dwelling’s power board where a separate circuit is to be used. 
 
5. Installing Pressure Sewerage – General 

5.1 DESIGN SERVICES 
The design of pressure sewerage reticulation shall be undertaken by persons with proven experience with such technology.  Design 
of “on property” works shall be undertaken by accredited installers and designers and they are to endeavour to accommodate the 
property owner’s reasonable needs in a Council agreed consultation process, in the “on property” layout design. 
 
For new systems or developments, design shall be checked by Council’s nominated supplier of Low Pressure Sewer Systems pump 
units. 
 
5.2 NUMBER OF PUMP UNITS PER PROPERTY/NON STANDARD CONNECTION 
Developments for commercial or industrial properties or residential properties which are greater than 1ET are classified as NON-
STANDARD connections. 
 
Any internal sewerage system within the property boundary of the non-standard connection will be the responsibility of the property 
owner and will require Council approval.  The sizing of the pumping units and the overall design of these non-residential systems 
needs to be carried out by an experienced designer, based upon the actual anticipated sewerage output and the capacity of the 
receiving sewers. 
 
The ownership of these systems including design, installation, replacement and payment will be the responsibility of the owner.  Council 
will maintain the units, at its cost, subject to the unit not being wilfully or inadvertently abused, as a result of the improper introduction 
of a damaging substance into the unit, by the user. 
 
6. Installation on the Property 

Council will supply the pressure sewer system components to all relevant single dwelling properties at cost.  Council or their 
representative will discuss the requirements of the property with the property owners. 
 
Upon application to Council, the units will be installed by an accredited installer of pressure sewer system to ensure warranty, and at 
the property owner’s expense.  The “on property” layout will be shown to the owner/ representative five days prior to construction.  The 
owner/representative will be required to sign the layout at this time to confirm agreement to the final layout.  The “on-property” design 
will generally involve pipelines parallel to the property boundary to minimise the impact on the property.  In some cases, specific on 
site needs or constraints may lead to variations of this principle. 
 
The units are to be installed to the requirements of the electricity supplier and the plumbing code of Australia. 
 
Where a pressure unit is to be installed, to service an existing dwelling the accredited installer will first undertake a full audit of the 
existing dwelling power board and hydraulic connections.  The installer will then advise the property owner what needs to be done to 
upgrade these connections if necessary to allow a pumping unit to be installed.  The property owner will meet the costs associated 
with these upgrades. 
 
7. Installation of the Reticulation Mains 

Prior to construction of the reticulation system, the design of pressure sewerage systems shall be undertaken on behalf of Council or 
the proponent, by an appropriately qualified individual or company (thereby becoming the System Designer). 
 
Construction will then be in accordance with these design plans and will be from acceptable pipe materials, generally laid at the minimal 
depths as defined in Council’s Technical Specification.  Any civil contractor wanting to deviate from the design, as shown on the 
drawings, will require that Council formally sign off on any changes. 
 
The main will be extended from the street mains to just inside of the property boundaries.  A valve arrangement known as the Boundary 
Kit will be placed at this termination point, to allow the connection of the property at a later date.  The valving arrangement within the 
boundary kit should allow for the isolation of the property. 
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8. Application of the Technology 

8.1 EXISTING ON-SITE SYSTEMS AND PRIVATE “PUMP UPS” 
Owners of properties that have existing on site systems or private pump up systems on the fringe of a sewerage system area are NOT 
covered in this policy. 
 
Any existing property that discharges into a reticulated main through a private pumping arrangement (pump up) may continue to 
operate their private system.  They remain the responsibility of the property owner and resident.  The owners of these schemes will 
not be able to apply to Council to take over the operation of these schemes. 
 
If, for reasons of public or environmental health, it is determined that a property needs to be connected to Council’s sewerage system, 
then Council will act in an advisory capacity only.  The owner will meet all costs associated with the supply and installation of the 
system. 
 
8.2 NEW SUBDIVISIONS – MULTIPLE LOTS 
Where specifically requested at the Development Application stage, an assessment will be undertaken by developer and Council as 
to whether a pressure sewerage system would be applicable and approved for a particular development.  For Council to assess the 
application, Council will require a 30 year whole of life cost between conventional and pressure sewer systems based on the following 
criteria within this section. 
 
Under the definition of pressure sewerage systems, the developer will be responsible for the cost of design and installation of the 
pumping unit, the delivery line to the boundary kit and the reticulation system.  Council will supply the pressure sewer system 
components to all relevant single dwelling properties at cost. 
 
All mains and boundary kits for the specific stage of the development must be installed and tested prior to connection to Council’s 
existing sewerage system.  This will be a pre-condition for release of final plan of subdivision for any stage of the development.  After 
testing and at point of commissioning, Council will then take ownership and responsibility for the pumping unit and associated 
reticulation mains. 
 
The preferred option will always be to install a gravity sewer system in all cases where gravity sewer is able to be installed, even where 
the cost to do so is higher. 
 
8.3 NEW SUBDIVISIONS – SINGLE LOT 
Where allowed under Councils Local Environmental Plan, installation of a low-pressure unit to service the new lot may be allowed, 
pending Council’s approval.  The developer will be responsible for the cost of design and installation of the pumping unit, the delivery 
line to the boundary kit and the reticulation system.  Council will supply the pressure sewer system components to all relevant single 
dwelling properties at cost. 
 
Any mains and boundary kits for the development must be installed and tested prior to connection to Council’s existing sewerage 
system.  This will be a pre-condition for release of final plan of subdivision for any stage of the development.  After testing and at point 
of commissioning, Council will then take ownership and responsibility for the pumping unit and associated reticulation mains. 
 
9. Operation and Maintenance of the Pressure Sewerage System 

9.1 LEVELS OF SERVICE 
In general Council will endeavour to mirror the maintenance services provided for its more traditional sewerage services, particularly 
during business hours.  For after-hours service, Council will specifically provide the following additional services: 
a) Next day repairs or replacement of the pumps for after-hours alarms. 
b) Response to any overflow situation as soon as practicable. 
 
9.2 COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Council will be responsible for the maintenance and repair of the pumping units and will maintain a quantity of replacement pumps 
(and other spare components) for these purposes.  It will also be responsible for: 
a) Supporting this maintenance regime with a 24 hour a day call centre; 
b) Providing the resident with a Home Owner’s Manual and Property Service Diagram. 
 
9.3 RESIDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
The Resident’s primary role is to notify Council if their system’s alarm sounds or the system overflows.  They are also required to: 
a) Avoid discharging into the pumping unit any of those substances identified in the Home Owner’s Manual as inappropriate for 

pressure sewerage; 



Ordinary Meeting – 15 June 2026 

Attachments to the Business Paper   Page 79 

b) Comply with the other requirements set out in the Home Owner’s Manual; 
c) Not interfere with the electrical operation of the pumps in accordance with what is detailed in the Home Owner’s Manual. 
 
9.4 PROPERTY OWNER RESPONSIBILITIES 
The property owner is to ensure that the resident (if different from the property owner), understands that the property is serviced by a 
pressure sewerage system and that they have a copy of the Home Owner’s Manual. 
 
9.5 ACCESS FOR COUNCIL MAINTENANCE OFFICERS 
It will be a condition of being connected to the Council pressure sewerage reticulation system that the property owner’s consent will 
be given to allow Council or its agents to enter the property and undertake any repairs to the pumping unit.  This is reinforced by 
Section 191A of the Local Government Act, 1993, which also gives Council the ability to enter the property to undertake the necessary 
works. 
 
Details of the Council access requirements will be set out in the Home Owner’s Manual but where the resident has not provided 
reasonable access, or fails to secure pets, etc.  Council may refuse to provide the service call. In these instances the property 
owner/resident may be charged the additional costs incurred by Council. 
 
9.6 IDENTIFICATION OF MAINTENANCE EMPLOYEES AND CONTRACTORS 
Any Council employee (or contractor) entering private property must have photographic identification and appropriate authorisation to 
enter the property. 
 
9.7 MAINTENANCE AND MISUSE 
 
There is an annual service charge detailed in Council’s Fees & Charges. The service charge covers maintenance costs and the 
replacement of the units at the end of their life-cycle.  Additional charges may apply in the case of misuse of the low pressure sewer 
connection.  
 
10. Modifications or Household Additions 

Building over the pressure sewerage system will not generally be allowed but Council will allow some relocation of the “on-property” 
pipeline or the pumping unit subject to: 
a) The hydraulics on the property allowing the pumping unit to be moved; 
b) There being a suitable alternative route/s for the property delivery pipeline; 
c) The associated costs for the relocation works being met by the property owner; 
d) All technical requirements, as set out in Council’s Pressure Sewerage Technical Specification, being met; 
e) Full details of the “as constructed” works being provided to Council; 
f) Any modifications being carried out by an accredited installer. 
 
Residents wanting to relocate the pumping unit or property delivery line are required to contact Council for advice on what will be 
required. 
 
Residents interfering with delivery lines or pumping units without Council’s approval may be subject to relevant fines under the Local 
Government Act 1993.  Residents will also be required to meet any costs arising from the loss of warranty on that pumping unit, and/or 
damage to that unit and/or, any other costs associated with such unauthorised works. 
 
11. Administration 

The following is to be undertaken by Lockhart Shire Council to support the supply, operation and maintenance of pressure sewer 
system. 
 
11.1 OPERATION RECORDS 
Council will maintain records of the operation of the pressure sewer systems including each pumping unit to build a history of 
performance. 
 
11.2 PROPERTY DIAGRAMS 
Council will, on behalf of the residents, maintain a copy of all house service details for their records and copies may be obtained from 
Council’s main office during office hours. 
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During construction/installation phase Council will also require that a package of information be supplied with the drawings such as 
date of installation, commissioning, serial numbers of pump unit etc. 
 
11.3 SPARES 
Replacement pumps and other spare components will be purchased and stored ready by Council, for emergency maintenance. 
 
 
Adopted by Council – 15 July 2024 
Refer minute No. 129/24 
 
Adopted by Council – 19 July 2021 
Refer minute No. 126/21 
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Staff Report 7 – Attachment 2: Submissions 
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Staff Report 8 – Attachment: Office of Local Government Circular 26-05 – 2026/27 
Determination of the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal 
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Staff Report 11 – Attachment 1: March Actuals -vs- Adopted Budget FY26 
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Staff Report 11 – Attachment 2: Quarterly Budget Review to March FY26 OLG Data Return 
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