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What becomes possible when people are given the space and support to step forward? 

That question came to life at the 2026 Fischer Community Leadership Program 

graduation at The Rock, where community-driven ideas took centre stage. 

The Fischer Community Leadership Program is designed to empower grassroots 

leadership across regional communitiesñbuilding the skills, confidence and networks 

needed to turn local ideas into action. Through practical learning, participants develop 

capabilities in areas such as communication, project planning, governance, and 

community engagement, while working collaboratively to shape initiatives that make a 

meaningful local impact.  

Supporters including Dr Joe McGirr MP, Lockhart Shire Council Mayor Peter Sharp, 

General Manager Gavin Rhodes, and others came together to celebrate the cohort, they 

hear how participants have been building confidence, strengthening connections, and 

turning ideas into action. 

Congratulations to the 2026 graduates: Melissa Brownlee, Carmel Biddle, Chinelo 

Ozonevo, Jack Buckingham, Amanda Strong, Fiona Beckett, Beaumont Proudfoot, Ayla 

Brownlee, Rachael Smith, Megan McKenzie, Monique Taylor, Jack Douglas, Emma Sim, 

and Stephen Trickett. 

Over the past six weeks, participants have worked to bring their projects to a ôshovel-

readyõ stage. The showcase provided an opportunity to share these ideas, spark 

conversation, and invite community feedback and support. 

We congratulate all participants on their dedication and thank everyone who contributed 

their time and energy throughout the program. Special recognition goes to Program 

Coordinator Mary Hoodless for her ongoing commitment. 

Accessible leadership development in regional communities remains vital to building a 

strong and connected future. Lockhart Shire Council is very grateful for the continued 

support of the Border Trust, Sunshine Foundation, Justin Clancy MP, Dr Joe McGirr MP 

whose contributions reflect a shared commitment to the places we live and love. 

Fischer Community Leadership program 
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Mayoral Report 
Hi Everyone, 

It has been another busy month across Lockhart Shire, with a 
range of community events, meetings and initiatives highlighting the 
strength and spirit of our communities. 

On 30 March, I was pleased to attend the 2026 Tim Fischer 
Community Leadership Program presentation held at The Rock 
Community Centre. It was wonderful to see emerging leaders from 
across the region coming together to build their skills, share ideas 
and continue the legacy of Tim Fischer through leadership and 
community service. 

The following day, the General Manager and I attended the EnergyConnect Project 
celebration marking the construction completion milestone of Australiaôs largest 
electricity transmission project at the new world-class Dinawan Substation near 
Bundure (Jerilderie). This significant project represents major investment in regional 
infrastructure and will play an important role in strengthening energy security and 
supporting future economic growth across our region and beyond. 

Earlier this month, on 14 April, I joined our General Manager, Manager of 
Communications, Tourism and Economic Development, and NSW Drought 
Coordinator, Ray Willis, for a productive meeting to discuss current seasonal 
conditions, available support measures and the challenges facing our local farming 
communities. These discussions are important in ensuring our Shire remains 
connected to available assistance and advocacy opportunities. 

I also had the pleasure of attending the Pleasant Hills CWA 90th Anniversary 
celebration on 16 April. Reaching such a significant milestone is a wonderful 
achievement and reflects the dedication, friendship and community contribution of 
generations of members. Congratulations to everyone involved in this special 
occasion. 

Also on 16 April, Council formally accepted the generous donation of an aquatic 
wheelchair for use at the Lockhart Swimming Pool. Kindly donated by the Lockhart 
Anglers Club, this valuable contribution will improve accessibility and help ensure 
more residents and visitors can enjoy our pool facilities. On behalf of Council, I 
sincerely thank the Lockhart Anglers Club for their generosity and commitment to our 
community. 

With ANZAC Day approaching, I encourage everyone to attend one of the 
commemorative services being held across our Shire in Lockhart, The Rock, Yerong 
Creek and Pleasant Hills. These important services provide an opportunity for us all to 
pause, reflect and honour the service and sacrifice of our veterans and current 
servicemen and women. Your support helps keep the ANZAC spirit strong for future 
generations. 

Until next time. 

Cheers, 
Sharpie 
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òInvest in Usó ð Support for Campaign to Increase Federal Assistance Grants to Local 

Government 

Council received a Mayoral Minute regarding this campaign from the Country Mayors 

Association of NSW, advocating for increased federal funding for local government through the 

Financial Assistance Grants, seeking restoration of the grants to at least 1% of total 

Commonwealth taxation revenue for local councils across Australia.   

Unprecedented operational cost increases and successive Australian governments rolling 

back the Financial Assistance Grants have seen them fall to close to half of the one percent 

they started at.  Other federal funding programs accessed by rural, remote and regional 

councils in NSW are project-based and do not help to keep the lights on. 

Council resolved to support the campaignõs core message òinvest in us so we can invest in 

themó and committed to participating in the campaign by sharing the campaign message 

through Councilõs communication channels, engaging with local media and community 

stakeholders to raise awareness, and lobbying Federal representatives for support of the 

funding increase. 

The Mayor will write to the Prime Minister, Treasurer, Federal Minister for Local Government, 

Shadow Minister for Local Government, our local Federal member of Parliament and Senator, 

expressing Councilõs support for the campaign and urging their commitment to the proposed 

funding increase. 

Request for Financial Assistance ð Tootool Roadside Rest Stop Committee 

A report advised that Tootool Roadside Rest Stop Committee have secured a grant of $5,000 

from Transgrid for installation of electricity to the Rest Stop. Current quotations indicated the 

funding received would be insufficient to complete the project and the Committee have been 

unsuccessful with applications for further grants elsewhere to cover the funding shortfall of 

$2,647.48.  

The electricity connection will allow for additional improvements including the installation if an 

electric BBQ further enhancing the appeal and functionality of the site. 

Council resolved to grant the requested amount of $2,647.48 required from Councilõs s356 

donations budget to complete the project. 

Works Update 

Council was advised that routine maintenance activities continue across the Shire on the 

regional and local sealed road network including shoulder grading, signage repairs and 

replacements, vegetation control and drainage maintenance, as well as minor repairs to 

pavement. 

Maintenance grading has also continued on priority unsealed roads to improve ride quality 

and access.  Council is experiencing an increase in enquiries relating to unsealed (gravel) 

roads and, given current resourcing levels, Council is responding to issues based on identified 

need rather than a programmed schedule. 

Difficulties filling staff vacancies is affecting Councilõs ability to complete jobs, and Council is 

currently supplementing the workforce with contract staff where required. 

Parks & Gardens 

¶ Staff are busy mowing after the recent rains and continued warm weather.  The 

weather has also brought on an outbreak of bindii in some of our turf and green space 

areas which are being manually removed or sprayed where necessary. 
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¶ Parks and Gardens crews will be preparing our Cenotaphs and memorial sites for 

upcoming Anzac Day services. 

¶ Shade Sails at The Rock skate park were damaged in recent storms and have been 

removed for repairs. 

¶ Maintenance continues in our many parks, playgrounds, ovals, greenspaces and all the 

associated gardens and infrastructure. This includes the many minor repairs staff are 

asked to carry out including repairs to doors, fences, gates, replacing hinges and locks, 

installation of signs, bins and playground equipment.  

¶ Staff will also be kept busy with some Autumn planting of street trees and additions to 

existing gardens. 

Low-Pressure Sewer Systems ð Policy Review 

Council received a report regarding the low-pressure sewer systems (LPSS) across the Shire 

and the rising cost associated with ongoing maintenance of the units.  Councilõs policy 2.50 

Low Pressure Sewer Systems was adopted in 2017 in conjunction with the installation of the 

LPSS at The Rock, and covers systems in Yerong Creek and in Lockhart Industrial Park.  These 

systems are used where a conventional, gravity sewer system is not practical or cost effective. 

Under the current policy the owner/developer pays the upfront costs and Council is 

responsible for all ongoing maintenance and replacement at end of life.  

With approximately 219 E-One sewer pump units throughout the shire, maintenance for 2025 

cost Council $15,084 in contractor charges for callouts for pump alarms averaging $70 per 

unit. The supply cost for the E-One sewer pump unit is approximately $7,000. The current 

replacement value is $1,500,000.  

A proposed annual maintenance fee for LPSS users would contribute to routine maintenance 

and future pump replacement, while reactive costs due to misuse would remain the 

responsibility of the property owner. 

Council resolved to place the draft amended policy 2.50 Low-Pressure Sewer Systems on 

public exhibition for a period of not less than 28 days, to receive feedback from the 

community.  

The policy can be viewed on Councilõs website ð https://lockhart.nsw.gov.au/council/council-

policies-plans-reports/. 

Submissions can be made, in writing, to mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au or PO Box 21, Lockhart 

NSW 2656. 

Review of Footpath Master Plan and Cost Recovery Policy 

Council was presented with a draft Footpath Master Plan and Cost Recovery Policy for 

construction of new footpaths across the Shire. 

Following the most recent round of grant funding, community feedback is sought on Councilõs 

future footpath network. Endorsement is also sought for the policy for cost recovery from 

landowners as per the Roads Act 1993. 

Regarding non-grant funded work, the Roads Act 1993 states that Council may recover up to 

50% of the cost of new footpath paving. Council has, in the past recovered this cost, noting 

that for new developments/subdivisions the cost is borne by the developer and that the most 

recent work in Lockhart was 100% funded by the State Government. In future it is proposed to 

include the residentõs contribution in grant applications.  

mailto:mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au
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Council agreed to place the Draft Master Plan and Policy on public exhibition for 28 days and 

present a further report to Council after this period. 

Naming of Public Open Space ð Green Street, Lockhart 

Council previously invited community submissions for the naming of the public open space 

between 97 and 109 Green Street, Lockhart, and three naming proposals were received 

during the submission period and reviewed being Cornellõs Corner, Hoffman Place, and 

Graham (Charlie) Pertzel Park. 

The site is a prominent community space in Lockhartõs main street, recently developed with 

public amenities, landscaping, car parking and community infrastructure.  

Submissions received reflect both historical family contributions and broader community 

connections and were assessed against Councilõs Policy 1.26 ð Naming of Roads, Bridges, 

Public Places and Buildings . 

Whilst all submissions demonstrated genuine community sentiment and local history, Council 

resolved to name the area òCornell Placeó.  The name is simple, clear and easy to use, reflects 

local history and identity and is not overly specific given the multi-use nature of the site.  

òPlaceó was preferred over òCorneró as it is an open space and is not located on a defined 

street corner. 

The name will be gazetted through the Place Naming process required by the Geographical 

Names Board. 
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Accessibility Boost for Lockhart Swimming Pool Complex 

Lockhart Shire Council has welcomed a generous donation 

from the Lockhart Anglers Club with a Platypus Aquatic 

Wheelchair to be used at the Lockhart Swimming Pool 

Complex to improve accessibility for all users. 

This specialised aquatic wheelchair will enhance accessibility 

at the facility, providing safer and more inclusive access to 

the water for people with limited mobility. With a 200kg 

weight capacity and purpose-built aquatic design, the chair 

enables greater participation in swimming and recreational 

activities for all members of the community. Mayor Peter 

Sharp welcomed the donation, highlighting the importance of 

inclusive community facilities. òCouncil is committed to 

ensuring our public facilities are accessible to everyoneó. 

Mayor Sharp said. òThe donation of this Platypus Aquatic 

Wheelchair is a meaningful contribution that will allow more residents and visitors to enjoy 

our pool safely. We sincerely thank the Lockhart Anglers Club for their generosity and 

continued support of our community.ó A representative of the Lockhart Anglers Club, 

Megan McKenzie, said the club was pleased to contribute to a project that benefits the 

community. 

The Lockhart Anglers Club are always looking to give back to the community, Ms McKenzie 

added. òAs someone working in disability care within the community, I noticed there was a 

gap in how people with mobility challenges were able to access the pool. It really 

highlighted that there wasnõt a suitable way for everyone to enter the facility, and we 

wanted to help change that. Accessibility is important, and itõs a passion of mine to see 

more of it prioritised within our community.ò 

The donation represents a positive step toward creating a more inclusive and welcoming 

environment at the Lockhart Swimming Pool Complex. 

The new wheelchair will be available for users later in the year when the swimming pool 

season opens. 

Upcoming Valuer General Land Valuations 

The Valuer General provides councils with updated land values at 

least once every three years. Property owners may soon receive a 

Notice of Valuation from the Valuer General showing the land value of 

their property before it is used by Council for rating purposes.  

Land value is the value of the land only and does not include your 

home or other structures.  

If you have questions about your valuation, or wish to lodge an 

objection, please visit www.nsw.gov.au/valuergeneral or contact the 

Valuer General on 1800 110 038 . 

http://www.nsw.gov.au/valuergeneral
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Weathering Well Program Launched 

Lockhart Shire Council, in partnership with Wagga Wagga City Council, has launched the 

Weathering Well program ð a series of events, workshops and training supporting mental 

health and wellbeing across the region this Autumn and Winter. The program features guest 

speakers, live music and practical training designed for rural communities.  

The Event Series kicks off with Discovering Resilience with Martin Heppell. 

Discover how to build positive mental health at this free community presentation. Join The 

Resilience Projectõs Martin Heppell for an engaging presentation on wellbeing. Filled with 

humour and storytelling, this presentation will leave you feeling inspired and equipped with 

simple tools to take care of your wellbeing. 

¶ Take home simple, evidence-based strategies for your wellbeing. 

¶ Learn about current mental health statistics & why prevention is key. 

Discover gratitude, empathy, and mindfulness; proven to help us feel happier. 

òWe canõt always change the world around us, but we can change the lens through which we 

see itó ð Martin Heppell, TRP Partner, and Lead Facilitator 

All events are family-friendly, with catering provided and support services available. 

For full event details and registrations, visit www.wagga.nsw.gov.au/weatheringwell 

This Drought Resilience Project is led by Wagga Wagga City Council in partnership with 

Lockhart Shire Council and jointly funded through the Australian Governmentõs Future 

Drought Fund and NSW Government. 

http://www.wagga.nsw.gov.au/weatheringwell
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Lockhart Seniors News  

Meetings will continue to be held bi-monthly 

instead of monthly. 

Bingo on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 
1.30pm followed by afternoon tea on the 4th 

Monday. 

Chinese luncheon at the Ex-Servicemenôs Club 

on the 3rd Sunday monthly. 

All welcome 

Betty Quee, Secretary 

Uniting Church of Lockhart Community 24/7 
Emergency Pantry 

Uniting Church Hall Verandah 

Anyone wishing to donate  

NON Perishable & óin Dateô items 

Please contact  

Heather on 0427 295 264 

Lions Club of Lockhart 
Recycling 

Location: Next to Uncle Tobyôs Shed on the northern 
side of railway line. Enter from Brookong Street. 
Opening Times:  Daylight Hours, Seven days a week 
Items Received:  

¶ Paper/Magazines, Books (including phone 
books), Cardboard, Aluminium cans, Plastic 
bottles (rinsed)  

¶ Any type of motor vehicle batteries (truck, car, 
tractor etc)  

UNFORTUNATELY, WE ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
ACCEPT PLASTIC WRAP OR PLASTIC BAGS 

Unacceptable Items: 
Wax-coated cartons, Polystyrene (please remove from 
boxes), Light bulbs, Fluorescent tubes, Window glass, 
Heat-treated glass, Steel cans or drums and plastic 
bags or wrap. 
To assist with sorting, please use 
receptacles provided. 
Thank you for supporting the Lions Club 

Lockhart  Red Cross Op Shop 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Fr iday ï 9.30am unt i l  2pm 

Saturday ï 9.30am unt i l  2pm 

The Lions Club of Lockhartõs monthly newsletter, 
The Verandah Post, is available for purchase at 
Lockhart Newsagency and Gifts and the Lockhart Post 
Office.  
Price continues to be $2 per copy.  
If you would like a yearly subscription, please contact 
Treasurer Shirley Morgan, 0457 644 772. 

CRAFTY CORNER 

Are you an arts and crafts type person looking 

for somewhere to sell your homemade 

projects? 

Crafty Corner in Lockhart may be your answer. 

We have a wonderful little shop in the main 

street of Lockhart and are always looking for 

new members who can share their talents.  

So, if you cook, preserve, sew, weave baskets, 

do macramé, make homemade crocheted or 

knitted etc toys or garments, paint, potter, 

make small garden ornaments, produce 

timberwork or have any other talents, you 

could be looking for the opportunity to join a 

group of like-minded people. 

OR you may just enjoy volunteering and 

opening the shop.  We have members who 

arenõt necessarily crafty, but enjoy being able 

to keep Crafty Corner open as it is a great 

asset for our beautiful little town. We have a lot 

of through traffic and it is good for them to 

have a reason to stop. 

Membership is $20 per year and items are 

sold on commission. We are open from 10a.m. 

to 2p.m. most days, but would like to be open 

every day consistently. This can only happen 

with a larger membership and those willing to 

volunteer to òmanó the shop.  Its not difficult, 

and the chance to meet people travelling 

through makes it interesting. 

MORE INFO ON M/SHIP: Sylvia Mulholland 

0427 205 135  
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Have you ever wanted to 
learn to fly? 

Flight training sessions are 
being held in Lockhart and the 
Lockhart airport is available for 

instruction and training. 

Phone Alan on  
0427 205 205. 

Does Your Property Have CCTV? 
We are asking residents to join a local 
register to assist local Police and the 

community, working together to establish a 
safer environment by reducing violence, 

crime and fear. 

Knowing the location of CCTV systems assists Police to 
investigate and solve crimes and has proven to be very 
useful in court when used as evidence ï a picture says a 

thousand words. 

To register your address, please email 
mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au with: 

¶ Address of residential premises 

¶ Contact details for owner of CCTV footage 

¶ CCTV details e.g. number of cameras, retention 
period for recorded material 

LOCKHART SHIRE COUNCIL HOSTS NSW 
DROUGHT CO-ORDINATOR VISIT 

Lockhart Shire Council hosted NSW Drought Co-
ordinator, Mr Ray Willis, as part of his ongoing 
engagement with regional communities experiencing 
prolonged dry conditions. 

Mr Willis is tasked with strengthening coordination 
and improving support for drought-affected 
communities by providing direct, on-the-ground 
feedback to the NSW Government and working 
closely with relevant agencies. 

During his visit to the Shire, Mr Willis met with 
Lockhart Shire Council representatives, including 
Mayor Cr Peter Sharp, General Manager Gavin 
Rhodes, and Manager Communications, Tourism 
and Economic Development Matt Holt. Discussions 
focused on current local conditions, the ongoing 
challenges facing primary producers, and broader 
impacts being felt across the community and local 
economy. 

Mr Willis acknowledged the proactive work already 
underway in the region, particularly the Drought 
Resilience Plan delivered in partnership with Wagga 

Wagga City Council. He noted the importance of 
initiatives that combine practical support with 
community wellbeing and welcomed the program of 
local events aimed at building skills, sharing 
knowledge, and encouraging open conversations 
around mental health. https://wagga.nsw.gov.au/
community/health-and-safety/weathering-well 

Mayor Cr Peter Sharp said the visit provided a 
valuable opportunity to directly share local 
experiences and priorities. 

ñHaving the NSW Drought Co-ordinator on the 
ground in our Shire allows us to clearly 
communicate the realities our community is facing,ò 
Cr Sharp said. 

ñIt is important that these conversations continue so 
that support measures remain practical, responsive, 
and aligned with local needs.ò 

Support is currently available through the NSW 
Government, including low-interest loans, farm 
management tools, and assistance delivered 
through Local Land Services. Additional support 
services, including mental health resources and 
online information, are available via the NSW 
Drought Hub - https://www.droughthub.nsw.gov.au/. 
Cr Sharp encouraged residents and producers to 
make use of available assistance. 

ñI encourage anyone impacted by ongoing dry 
conditions to explore the support programs available 
and reach out for help where needed,ò he said. 

Community members wishing to engage with the 
NSW Drought Co-ordinator can do so via 
drought@lls.nsw.gov.au. 

Lockhart Shire Council will continue to advocate for 
ongoing support and practical assistance for 
residents and businesses as dry conditions persist. 

https://wagga.nsw.gov.au/community/health-and-safety/weathering-well
https://wagga.nsw.gov.au/community/health-and-safety/weathering-well
https://www.droughthub.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:drought@lls.nsw.gov.au
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ANCHORED WATER HYACINTH 

 

Eichhornia azurea 
Other Common Names: Rooted water hyacinth, 
Saw petal water hyacinth. 
Description: An aquatic plant that grows rapidly 
and forms dense mats in and across the surface of 
water bodies, resulting in reduced sunlight 
penetration and depletion of oxygen availability to 
the aquatic community, leading to an uninhabitable 
body of water for other aquatic organisms.  It can 
invade still or slow-moving bodies of fresh water 
such as wetlands, dams and irrigation channels, 
and mud along river and creek banks. Usually 
grows rooted in mud or clay beneath the water and, 
can reach the surface even when rooted at depths 
of up to 10 ï 15 metres. Native to Mexico, Central 
America, South America and Jamaica. 
Anchored water hyacinth can form a smothering 
mass of plant material in the water column and over 
the surface of a water body, having detrimental 
impacts on environmental, aesthetic and 
recreational values, and obstructing irrigation and 
navigation. The floating weed masses also harbour 
mosquitoes and can contribute to water loss 
through transpiration. 
Stems: Submerged stems are smooth and 
branched. Flowering stems are erect and stand 8 ï 
12 cm above the water. 

Leaves: Emergent leaves are variable in size, 
generally very rounded in shape and glossy, 5 ï 16 
cm long and 2 -16 cm wide. Leaves growing below 
the water or in heavily shaded areas become 
elongated, between 6 ï 20 cm long and about 1 cm 
wide. 
Flowers: Flowering occurs in summer to autumn. 
Flowers are in spikes with several flowers along a 
hairy stem. The flowers are funnel-shaped with six 
toothed petals, 1 ï 3 cm long. The flowers are 
mostly white or lavender blue with deep purple 
centres. The uppermost petal has a distinct yellow 
spot. Individual flowers open for one day only. 
Reproduction: Can reproduce both vegetatively 
(when new daughter plants grow from the stems of 
the parent plant) and by seed. Infestations spread 
when daughter plants or pieces of stem break away 
and move downstream. Whole sections of an 
infestation can break off and move during floods 
and periods of high water flow. 
Seeds: Are small and only 1 ï 2 mm long. Seeds 
can be carried in water and mud, on vehicles and 
by birds. Seeds germinate in spring. 
Priority weed: Anchored water hyacinth is 
considered a priority weed in the Lockhart Shire.  
For All of NSW: General Biosecurity Duty: All 
plants are regulated with a general biosecurity duty 
to prevent, eliminate or minimise any biosecurity 
risk they may pose. Any person who deals with any 
plant, who knows (or ought to know) of any 
biosecurity risk, has a duty to ensure the risk is 
prevented, eliminated or minimised, so far as is 
reasonably practicable. 
For All of NSW: Prohibited Matter: A person who 
deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of 
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person 
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of 
prohibited matter must immediately notify the 
Department of Primary Industries. 

For further information please contact Councilôs 

Environmental Officer on (02) 6920 5305 or visit 

http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au 
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