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Mayoral Report 
Hi Everyone, 

I have been speaking to some of the older generation of 
farmers around Pleasant Hills about the season. Everybody 
is very happy with the way things are going and growing. 
Canola crops starting to push up flowers, and around 30 to 
40 millimetres of rain received for the month. 

I have had the pleasure of attending 3 of the Drought 
Resilience Programs; Warren Davies ñThe Unbreakable 
Farmerò was a very interesting evening.  He spoke about 
having tools in your tool kit to enable you to overcome tough 
times and to help keep a positive attitude. 

Eliza Smith gave a very good presentation in Pleasant Hills about how to have 
difficult conversations. The event was very well attended followed by a BBQ 
lunch and good fellowship. 

Back in Lockhart, at the Blue Harper Pavillion, Dylan Wright, a former 
Australian Idol winner performed for 2 hours in a very entertaining evening. 
This was not so well attended but I think that was due to the timing, Sunday 
night of the long weekend. 

By the time this newsletter reaches you a performance by Sunday Lemonade 
will have been held at the Bowling Club in The Rock as part of Councilôs 
Drought Resilience program. The ñSafe Talkò session, in Yerong Creek on 25 
June 2026 has been postponed until later in the year. 

The General Manager, Councillor Day and I recently visited the Lockhart 
Multipurpose Service (MPS) to meet the new Chief Executive of the 
Murrumbidgee Local Health District. The meeting provided a valuable 
opportunity to discuss the future direction of local health services and 
reaffirmed that it will be business as usual at the Lockhart MPS. There was a 
productive exchange of ideas, and we also had the opportunity to meet the 
new Cluster Manager based in Narrandera. 

We recently met with Transgrid, who provided an update on the 
EnergyConnect project. With the project is now nearing completion, there will 
be a noticeable reduction in workforce numbers across the Shire as the 
construction camp is progressively wound down. The project has made a 
positive contribution to our communities and local economy and will be greatly 
missed. 

I hope your football team (AFL or NRL or local) is winning more than it is 
losing, the Hume League is more interesting than it has been for a number of 
years. 

Until next time. 

Cheers, Sharpie. 
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Counci l  Snippets 15 June 2026 

 

Adopted Code of Meeting Practice 2025 Rescinded 

Council has rescinded its 2025 Code of Meeting Practice which was adopted in December and has 
reinstated its 2022 Code of Meeting Practice.  This action was taken in accordance with advice received 
from the Office of Local Government following the disallowance by the NSW Legislative Council of the 
Local Government (General) Amendment (Model Code of Meeting Practice) Regulation 2025 in late May 
2026.  The reinstated Code permits pre-meeting briefing sessions and attendance by councillors via audio-

visual link in accordance with the provisions of the 2021 Model Code of Meeting Practice. 

Police & Community Consultation Group 

Council received a delegateôs report on the most recent meeting of the Group in May. 

¶ Police confirmed that Lockhart and The Rock police stations are currently fully staffed.   

¶ Police continue to maintain a strong, proactive policing presence through business inspections, 

bail compliance checks, firearms storage inspections and person checks.   

¶ Highway Patrol reported a busy operational period over the Easter and Anzac Day long weekends, 
with no fatalities recorded during the statewide operations, and advised further statewide 

operations were scheduled for the June long weekend. 

¶ Yerong Creek community members expressed concerns regarding heavy vehicle speeds, 

compliance with stop signs and B-double vehicle movements through the village. 

¶ Appreciation was expressed by attendees for the increased visibility of police officers and their 

proactive engagement with local communities. 

Request for Financial Assistance ð The Rock Recreation Ground Management Committee 

Council received a request for financial assistance of $9,000 to install a battery to their current solar 
system.  Most of the electricity use at the Recreation Ground occurs after daylight hours which means 
most of the energy produced is fed back into the grid.  Having a battery will store some of this solar energy 

and help reduce the electricity bills which currently sit at around $10-$12,000 per year. 

Council resolved to provide assistance of $9,000 from the 2026/2027 s356 donations budget after 1 July.  
This money will be used in conjunction with money raised by the committee as well as grants from The 

Rock Yerong Creek Football Netball Club and The Rock and District Touch Association of $5,000 each. 

Engineering Matters 

Local Unsealed Roads 

Council was advised that the maintenance grading program has been suspended as the allocated budget 
has been fully spent.  Emergency remedial works will continue to be undertaken where required and the 

program is scheduled to recommence on 1 July.   

Additional works, including drainage works and spot gravel patching, have been completed. 

It is expected there may be an increase in customer complaints due to recent rainfall events; however, 

these will be managed as effectively as possible within the available resources. 

Capital Works 

¶ Harry Davies Drive (Lockhart) industrial subdivision road pavement is under construction. 

¶ Prichard Street (Lockhart) residential subdivision is approaching completion.  Power installation is 

scheduled to commence shortly. 

¶ Lockhart The Rock Road Stage 2 reconstruction works are substantially complete, with minor 

private access works still to be finalised. 
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Counci l  Snippets 15 June 2026 

 

Review of Road Classifications 

Council resolved to re-establish the Road Classification Working Group to review road classifications in 
the Shire.  Cr Mathews (A Ward), Cr Hunter (B Ward) and Cr Rushby (C Ward) will make up the working 
group along with Council staff.  The Group will review road upgrades put forward in August 2023, in 

conjunction with current budgets and resources. 

Draft Policy ð Low Pressure Sewer Systems 

Following the 28 day exhibition period Council received a recommendation to determine an annual 

maintenance fee for the low-pressure sewer kits across the Shire. 

Council resolved to defer determination of the annual fee until further details can be obtained regarding 
original ownership of lots.  Once this information is obtained, a further report will be presented to Council 

for consideration at a future meeting and will be will be re-exhibited for a further 28 days. 

Determination of Fees Payable to the Mayor and Councillors 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal (LGRT) recently issued an Annual Report and 
Determination prescribing the range of fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors for the 2026/27 

Financial Year. 

At the meeting on 15 June, Councillors resolved to set the Mayoral Fee at the maximum allowable, being 

$31,510 and the Councillor fee will remain the same as the current year, being $12,860. 

Extraordinary Council Meeting 

Council resolved to hold an extraordinary Council meeting on Wednesday, 24 June 2026, commencing at 

5pm in order to adopt the following draft Integrated Planning & Reporting (IP&R) documents: 

¶ Community Strategic Plan,  

¶ Operational Plan 2026/27,  

¶ Delivery Program 2026/27ï2029/30 (including the Revenue Policy and Fees and Charges), and 

¶ Long Term Financial Plan 2026/27ï2035/36.   

It is a requirement of the Local Government Act 1993 that these documents be adopted by 30 June 2026.  
These documents were placed on public exhibition after the May council meeting and the exhibition period 

did not allow them to be presented to the June meeting. 

The extraordinary meeting will also allow for the consideration and adoption of Councilôs Hardship Policy 

and an Event Management policy, both of which have also been on public exhibition. 

Lockhart Residential Subdivision ð Marketing Proposals 

During the Closed Session of the ordinary meeting on 15 June, Council considered proposals from several 
real estate agencies to market the residential subdivision on Prichard and Veneris Streets and Grinter 

Place, Lockhart. 

It was resolved to appoint McGrath Real Estate, Wagga Wagga as Councilôs agent, with lots to be sold by 
auction in Spring 2026.  Council is retaining Lot 3 Grinter Place and Lot 7 Veneris Street and will be 
undertaking preliminary discussions with Lockhart and District Financial Services to provide housing on 

one of these lots for essential workers under a potential partnership arrangement. 
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Upcoming Valuer General Land Valuations 

The Valuer General provides councils with updated land values at least once every three years. 
Property owners may soon receive a Notice of Valuation from the Valuer General showing the 

land value of their property before it is used by Council for rating purposes.  

Land value is the value of the land only and does not include your home or other structures.  

If you have questions about your valuation, or wish to lodge an objection, please visit 

www.nsw.gov.au/valuergeneral  

or contact the Valuer General on 1800 110 038. 

Tootool Roadside Rest Stop Signature Paving Project 

Tootool Roadside Rest Stop Committee invite all current and former residents of Tootool and 

French Park districts to become involved in our exciting community project. 

The installation of commemorative signature pavers at the Tootool Roadside Rest Stop. 

By purchasing a personalised paver, you can help support and become a lasting part of this 

special community space. 

For more information or to express your interest, please contact us on 0428 225 435. 

Little Angels Remembrance Garden update 

The Little Angels Remembrance Garden located at The Rock Cemetery is now open for 
community use. Free engraved plaques are available on request for those who wish to 
commemorate an early pregnancy loss. The Garden committee thanks the Lockhart Council, 
The Rock and Wagga Mens' Sheds, Wagga Sunrise Rotary and Bendigo Bank Lockhart branch 
for their support. Website: littleangelsremembrancegarden.com Committee Contact: 

0400736362  

 
Extraordinary Meeting of Council 

 
An Extraordinary Meeting of Lockhart Shire Council will be held on 
Wednesday, 24 June 2026 commencing at 5.00pm in the Council Chambers, 
Green Street, Lockhart to adopt Councilôs Integrated Planning and Reporting 
documents, including the 2026/2027 Budget and Delivery Program; as well as 
draft policies. 
 
Members of the public are most welcome to attend. 
 
Gavin Rhodes       PO Box 21 
General Manager         Lockhart NSW 2656 

http://www.nsw.gov.au/valuergeneral
http://littleangelsremembrancegarden.com
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Lockhart Progress Association 
Our monthly meeting was held at the Lockhart Ex-Servicemenôs 
Club on Monday 1st June. 
There was much correspondence in regards to our Grant 
Submission and Expression of Interest for the various grants we 
are currently working towards.  
Our first submission is for the 2025-26 Volunteer Grants and 
offered funding towards Insurance costs and Technology needs 
and is now in its final decision stage.  This decision will be made 
by our Federal Government and if successful we will use the grant 
monies to purchase a Laptop and Printer and also as a 
reimbursement of insurances already paid. We have received 
notice that a decision is expected late July. 
The second submission is for the Community Building 
Partnership - Expression of Interest and in this we propose 
supply and the installation of a fully automated set of Electric Pool 
Covers which will provide an opportunity to extend the swimming 
season at our pool by keeping the warmth in the water overnight 
that is generated by the currently fitted passive water heating 
system already in place. If successful in this submission we will 
be further invited to submit a full grant application. We await an 
update on this opportunity. 
We are continuing to follow up with Council on a number of our 
recently proposed projects. One such projects that we are 
seeking information on is the Brookong Creek Master Plan and 
the possible support we could provide. While there has been 
continuing investigation and research into the feasibility of 
projects we hope to support, there is still more work to be done 
before making these public. As things progress we will release 
more details to keep the community informed. Watch this space!!! 
We are working on organising an event to host for the younger 
members of the community in Spring, when the weather is 
friendlier. We hope it will be lots of fun for everybody, adults 
included, so again watch this space! 
CRAFTY CORNER is part of the Lockhart Progress Association 
and we have had a lot of activity going on down that end of Green 
Street. June is our Baby Feature Month and there is an amazing 
array of blankets, quilts, crocheted jackets and booties, burping 
cloths etc. Well worth checking for that something special. 
Crafty Corner is holding another of their famous Cake and Plant 
Street Stalls out front of the shop on FRIDAY 19th JUNE from 9 
am, mark your calendar and donôt miss out! 
Julyôs feature at Crafty Corner will be òChristmas in Julyó, we 
will have pretty Christmas decorations and accessories to add 
colour and joy to any event. So, if you are planning a Christmas in 
July party you should visit Crafty Corner first for your decorations. 
Finally our next meeting of the Lockhart Progress Association will 
be held at Lockhart Ex-Servicemenôs Club on MONDAY 6th JULY 
at 7.30 p.m. PLEASE NOTE CHANGE of TIME. 
We are hoping this new time is more convenient for those wishing 
to attend meetings in the future. If you have any ideas or queries 
you would like Progress to discuss or consider please contact us 
either by post or email. 
Lockhart Progress Association  
P.O. Box 46 
Lockhart 2656 
lockhartprogress@outlook.com.au 

The Rock Show Society 

Claiming the Date 

Truck Show 

The Rock 

Saturday 6
th
 March 2027 

Enquiries: 

Geoffrey McDonnell 

0429 095 296 

Joy Schultz 

0428 566 90 

mailto:lockhartprogress@outlook.com.au
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NSW Planning Portal 

Lockhart Shire Council uses electronic lodgement of Development Applications (DA), 
Construction Certificates (CC), Complying Development Applications (CDC) & Section 68 
through the NSW Planning Portal.  Applicants will need to establish their own account and then 
lodge their DAôs, CCôs and CDCôs. For further information or for assistance please contact our 

Planning & Building team. 

This is the process that Council recommends you follow: 

¶ Contact our Planning Team on 02 6920 5305 to discuss your application or to arrange a 

pre lodgement meeting if required. 

Visit the NSW Planning Portal to Register for a NSW Planning Portal account to start your 
application. This will enable you to access your dashboard, view, manage, track and progress 
applications, pay state agency fees and submit documents. You will also receive email 

notifications at key stages of the application process. 

Log in to complete the online application form. 

¶ For DAôs and CC's you will need to submit a State of Environmental Effects, owner's 

consent, cost estimate report as well as all supporting plans and documents. 

¶ For CDCôs you will need to submit a certificate of title, site plan, design plans, structural 

plans and building specifications. 

¶ Once we receive your application, Council will do a preliminary assessment and contact 

you to arrange payment of fees or request additional information. 

¶ Once Council is satisfied with the information provided and fees are paid, your 

application can be lodged. 

Council encourages all applicants to arrange a pre lodgement meeting with the Planning & 

Building team to ensure all required paperwork is ready before lodgement.  

APPROVED DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 

Pursuant to Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979, the following 

development applications were approved, with conditions, for the month of May 2026. 

The below consents are available for public inspection at Councilôs Administration Office, 65 Green 

Street, Lockhart, between 8.30am and 4.30pm weekdays. 

Gavin Rhodes 
General Manager 

DA/CDC 
No. 

Development Site of Development Determination 

DA50/26 New Dwelling 228 Green Street, Lockhart 
Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

DA52/26 New Dwelling 4 Hill Street, The Rock 
Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

CDC53/26 Inground Swimming pool 75 King Street, The Rock 
Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
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Lockhart Seniors News  

Meetings will continue to be held bi-monthly 

instead of monthly. 

Bingo on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 
1.30pm followed by afternoon tea on the 4th 

Monday. 

Chinese luncheon at the Ex-Servicemenôs Club 

on the 3rd Sunday monthly. 

All welcome 

Betty Quee, Secretary 

Uniting Church of Lockhart Community 24/7 
Emergency Pantry 

Uniting Church Hall Verandah 

Anyone wishing to donate  

NON Perishable & óin Dateô items 

Please contact  

Heather on 0427 295 264 

Lions Club of Lockhart 
Recycling 

Location: Next to Uncle Tobyôs Shed on the northern 
side of railway line. Enter from Brookong Street. 
Opening Times:  Daylight Hours, Seven days a week 
Items Received:  

¶ Paper/Magazines, Books (including phone 
books), Cardboard, Aluminium cans, Plastic 
bottles (rinsed)  

¶ Any type of motor vehicle batteries (truck, car, 
tractor etc)  

UNFORTUNATELY, WE ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
ACCEPT PLASTIC WRAP OR PLASTIC BAGS 

Unacceptable Items: 
Wax-coated cartons, Polystyrene (please remove from 
boxes), Light bulbs, Fluorescent tubes, Window glass, 
Heat-treated glass, Steel cans or drums and plastic 
bags or wrap. 
To assist with sorting, please use 
receptacles provided. 
Thank you for supporting the Lions Club 

Lockhart  Red Cross Op Shop 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Fr iday ï 9.30am unt i l  2pm 

Saturday ï 9.30am unt i l  2pm 

The Lions Club of Lockhartõs monthly newsletter, 
The Verandah Post, is available for purchase at 
Lockhart Newsagency and Gifts and the Lockhart Post 
Office.  
Price continues to be $2 per copy.  
If you would like a yearly subscription, please contact 
Treasurer Shirley Morgan, 0457 644 772. 

CRAFTY CORNER 

Are you an arts and crafts type person looking for 
somewhere to sell your homemade projects? 

Crafty Corner in Lockhart may be your answer. We 
have a wonderful little shop in the main street of 
Lockhart and are always looking for new members 
who can share their talents.  

So, if you cook, preserve, sew, weave baskets, do 
macram®, make homemade crocheted or knitted etc 
toys or garments, paint, potter, make small garden 
ornaments, produce timberwork or have any other 
talents, you could be looking for the opportunity to 
join a group of like-minded people. 

OR you may just enjoy volunteering and opening the 
shop. We have members who arenôt necessarily 
crafty, but enjoy being able to keep Crafty Corner 
open as it is a great asset for our beautiful little town. 
We have a lot of through traffic and it is good for 
them to have a reason to stop. 

Membership is $20 per year and items are sold on 
commission. We are open from 10a.m. to 2p.m. most 
days, but would like to be open every day 
consistently. This can only happen with a larger 
membership and those willing to volunteer to ñmanò 
the shop.  Its not difficult, and the chance to meet 
people travelling through makes it interesting. 

MORE INFO ON M/SHIP: Sylvia Mulholland 0427 
205 135 

Uniting Church News 

There was a great presentation of the OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS CHILD  idea at the Combined 
Denominational Service at the Uniting Church at the 
end of May. The idea is to pack a shoebox with some 
personal and practical gifts that are given to children 
in countries overseas that have never had Christmas 
and received gifts. Quite  few local people have taken 
boxes to pack but it is not too late for others to join in. 
We have until about September to get the boxes 
filled. If you would like more information please 
contact Larraine Hoffmann on 69206233 or 
0427204051. 
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THE ROCK TOWN HALL & MUSEUM 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

Use our history display panels as a 

talking point for your next function 

¶ FULL DAY  $200.00 

¶ HALF DAY  $100.00 

Some or all of the exhibits may be 

removed on request. 

For information contact: 

Nancy Smith (Secretary) 0427692020 

https://www.facebook./TheRockHallMuseum/ 

THE ROCK & DISTRICT MENôS SHED 

Mondays & Fridays 8.30am to 12pm  

&  

Wednesdays 8.30am to 3pm   

Ford Street, The Rock 

Cost: $10 includes Morning Tea and Lunch on Wednesdays 

& $3 for Morning Tea Mondays & Fridays. 

Bring your own projects and ideas 

Or just join in the conversation, come and join us. 

For more information contact:  

¶ Bob  - President  0428 695 913 

¶ Paul - Secretary  0447 738 972 
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Open Monday ï Friday  

8am-3:30pm  

95 King Street The Rock  

Phone 69202455 or  

email therockps@gmail.com 

Friday is now open to children 

attending school in the following year 

only. It creates a smooth transition to 

school process for the children. 

PLEASANT HILLS PRESCHOOL 

Open Tuesday & Wednesday 

8.30AM ï 4.00PM 

For children aged 3 ï 5yrs 

As little as $10 per day 

For more info contact 6929 6407  

(During opening hours) 

Email: phpreschool@gmail.com 

Help support your local  

Meals on Wheels Service 

Everyone can assist us, just by having a 

conversation with a neighbour living alone, 

parents or grandparents or with the person 

with time on their hands. We offer freshly 

cooked hot meals daily, an extensive frozen 

meal menu, prepared locally in Wagga, 

centre based meals twice a week as well as 

outings, entertainment and various 

activities to people over 65. 

Social Club operates every Tuesday and 

Thursday from 10 am to 2pm at the Rock 

Memorial Bowling Club  

For further details please contact Vicky on 

6920 2500  

¢ƘŜ wƻŎƪ ϧ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ  
aŜŀƭǎ ƻƴ ²ƘŜŜƭǎ  
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ LƴŎΦ 

mailto:therockps@gmail.com
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Enrolments Now Open! 

We invite families to arrange a visit to meet 
our dedicated Educators and enjoy a tour of 

our beautiful Preschool. 

Children aged 3ï5 years 

For enrolment enquiries or to book a visit, 

please contact: 

(02) 6920 5156 

director@lockhartpreschool.com.au 

 

We look forward to welcoming you and your 

child to our nurturing learning community. 

ENROLMENTS OPEN 

mailto:director@lockhartpreschool.com.au
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MOBILE LIBRARY 

TIMETABLE 

July 2026 

Lockhart 

7th, 14th, 21st & 28th 

9am to 12:30pm 

Milbrulong 

9th & 23rd 

9am to 10am 

Pleasant Hills 

9th & 23rd 

10:45am to 11:45am 

The Rock 

9th & 23rd 

1:15pm to 2:45pm 

Yerong Creek 

1st, 15th & 29th 

10am to 11am 

www.rrl.nsw.gov.au 

Uniting Church Lockhart  

Street Library 

The Street Library is always open fand the collection 
is constantly changing. Why not take along a book 
that you have read and exchange it for something 
different. The Street Library is located on the 
verandah of the Uniting Church Hall. 

Lockhart Hospital Auxiliary News 

Lockhart Hospital Auxiliary will hold its 

AGM on Friday 10th July at 2pm at the 

Lockhart Ex-Servicemenôs Club with an 

interesting guest speaker and afternoon 

tea. Everyone is welcome. 

Feel like dancing and having fun?? Listen to 
your all time music favourites while building 
strength, balance, mobility and flexibility. 
DanceMoves can be done seated with a 
progression to standing. No previous dance 
experience necessary. Classes held every 
Thursday at 2pm in the Lockhart Uniting Church 
hall. Cost $2. Any enquiries, contact Larraine 
Hoffmann on 69206233 or 0427204051. 

Mondays 


