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Award-Winning Community Project for 

Lockhart Shire Council 

The Institute of Public Works Engineering Australia 

(IPWEA) Excellence Awards recognise outstanding 

achievements in the delivery of community 

projects. At the 2026 NSW State awards, the 

Lockhart Community Fitness Centre won best 

project under $1.5million competing against 

projects from all over NSW. Councilôs Manager 

Works, Sam Wooden, and Cadet Engineer, Beau 

Proudfoot accepted the award on behalf of council 

staff, volunteers and contractors who worked 

tirelessly to deliver an amazing facility to the 

Lockhart Shire community.  

Upcoming Valuer General Land Valuations 

The Valuer General provides councils with 

updated land values at least once every three 

years. Property owners may soon receive a 

Notice of Valuation from the Valuer General 

showing the land value of their property before 

it is used by Council for rating purposes.  

Land value is the value of the land only and 

does not include your home or other 

structures.  

If you have questions about your valuation, or 

wish to lodge an objection, please visit 

www.nsw.gov.au/valuergeneral  

or contact the Valuer General  

on 1800 110 038. 

http://www.nsw.gov.au/valuergeneral
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Hi everyone 

It was good to see a little rain overnight and yesterday, 11mm here in 
Pleasant Hills.  The Shire is greening up nicely with early sown crops up and 
away. Late sown ones are just coming through. We hope the season 
continues on after the good start weôve had. 

In May and June, Lockhart Shire, in partnership with Wagga Wagga City 
Council, is running a Drought Resilience program. There are a number of 
events planned in the Shire. By the time you read this some will have already 
been held. I would urge everyone to attend some of the remaining ones. 

¶ 30 May ï Difficult Conversations, Pleasant Hills ï Lunch provided afterwards 

¶ 7 June ï Australian Idol runner-up, Dylan Wright, performing in Lockhart 

¶ 7 June ï LaughBus | From the South - Yerong Creek and The Rock, Heading to Wagga 
Comedy Fest 

¶ 13 June ï Mental Health First Aid, The Rock Community Centre 

¶ 21 June ï Sunday Lemonade in Concert, The Rock 

¶ 25 June ï Safe Talk session in Yerong Creek will wrap up the program. 

On 22 April the General Manager and I attended the final session of the Build a Bridge 
program, an engineering camp at Borambola, hosted by REROC. This was for high school 
students who are interested in engineering as a profession. They were divided into groups with 
each group having to design a bridge to cross a lagoon at the camp. Once the bridge was built 
all the students and mentors had to walk over it. I would like to thank our Director of 
Engineering, Dr Austin Morris for being the lead engineer with the program. 

On 7 and 8 May, the Deputy Mayor, General Manager and I attended a number of local 
government meetings in Sydney. On Thursday, we attended the LGNSW Rural and Regional 
Summit, which focused on the ongoing financial sustainability challenges facing councils across 
regional NSW. On Friday morning, we attended the Country Mayors Association meeting, 
where the Royal Flying Doctor Service provided an insightful presentation on the important 
work they undertake in regional communities. The Premier of NSW, the Hon Chris Minns MP, 
also addressed the meeting and participated in an extended question and answer session with 
attendees. 

At Monday nightôs Council meeting, Councillors resolved to commence community consultation 
on a proposed Special Rate Variation (SRV).   

One of the key aspects of remaining an independent Council is ensuring we can continue to 
maintain and renew our assets while remaining financially sustainable into the future. Council 
currently faces a gap between the revenue received and the funding required to maintain 
infrastructure and provide services. 

As part of the process, Council must consult with the community before making an application 
to the NSW Independent Pricing & Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) to increase rates above the 
rate peg. The consultation process will provide the community with an opportunity to learn more 
about the proposal and provide feedback. Each ratepayer will receive a letter outlining what the 
proposed SRV may mean for them individually. Council will also hold a number of community 
drop-in sessions across the Shire, with further information to be made available on Councilôs 
website, newsletter and social media page in the near future. 

 

Until next time, cheers. 

Sharpie. 

Mayoral Report 
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Counci l  Snippets 18 May 2026 

 

Investment Attraction Incentives Application 
Council received a report at the April 2026 meeting providing details of an application from Rawson Park 
Weddings & Events under the Investment Attraction Incentives scheme.   
After the required public notification period, Council received a further report at this meeting and resolved 
to approve the reimbursement of $5,640.00 in fees associated with the development of this business, 
under that policy. 
This business has anticipated long-term benefits to the Shire which includes increase visitor expenditure, 
greater business activity, enhanced local supplier engagement and increase rate and tourism revenue. 
 
Engineering Matters 
Council was provided with an update on works delivery and capital works projects around the Shire. 
¶ Cole Street, Yerong Creek - Construction works have been completed. 
¶ Harry Davies Drive, Lockhart ï wet weather is causing minor delays to road pavement 

construction in the industrial park. 
¶ Prichard Place, Lockhart ï road pavement construction is under way for the new cul-de-sac with 

kerb and gutter works delayed by the unauthorised relocation of survey pegs by a local resident, 
which also has a cost impact.  Water and power installations are scheduled to commence shortly. 

¶ Veneris Street, Lockhart ï road pavement construction and sealing is complete.  Minor footpath 
works at the Green Street intersection are also complete. 

 
Planning and Environment 
Control of Horehound was prioritised during April on Councilôs roadside reserves and council-managed 
land. 
DrumMuster was held at The Rock in March which raised $139.44 for The Rock Menôs Shed.  Future 
collection events are scheduled for 15 September in Lockhart and 17 September in The Rock. 
Winter fox baiting will commence on 2 June with bait distribution occurring on Galore Hill Scenic Reserve 
and Kincaids Reserve. 
 
Proposed Road Closure and Sale of Land, The Rock 
Having received a request from an adjoining landowner to purchase an unnamed laneway between The 
Rock Mangoplah Road and Bulloc Hill Road, Council resolved to proceed with public notification of its 
intention to close and sell the laneway.   
A further report will be brought back to Council at the completion of the notification period. 
 
Draft Event Management Policy 
Following the presentation of the draft policy to the April meeting of Council, it was publicly exhibited and 
submissions were received for a period of 28 days. 
Due to significant changes to the draft, driven by the submissions received, the updated draft policy will 
again be publicly exhibited for 28 days, after which it will be brought back to Council in a further report to 
the June meeting. 
The updated draft can be found on Councilôs website, www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au, and submissions will be 
received by post to PO Box 21, Lockhart NSW 2656, or email to mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au. 
 

http://www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au
mailto:mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au
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Counci l  Snippets 18 May 2026 

 

Introduction of Hardship Policy 
Council was presented with a draft policy which establishes the guidelines to be used by Council to assess 
hardship applications from ratepayers. Council is required to have fair and equitable policies for these 
assessments which aim to assist residents who are struggling to pay rates and charges. 
Council resolved to place the draft Hardship policy on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and bring it 
back to a future council meeting for adoption, should no submissions be received. 
The draft policy can be viewed on Councilôs website, www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au, and submissions will be 
received by post to PO Box 21, Lockhart NSW 2656, or email to mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au. 
 
2026-2027 Budget Documents on Exhibition 
¶ At the May meeting, Council endorsed the following documents for public exhibition: 
¶ Draft Community Strategic Plan 2035 
¶ Draft Operational Plan 2026/27 
¶ Draft Delivery Program 2026/27 to 2029/30 (incorporating the Revenue Policy and Fees & 

Charges); and 
¶ Draft Long Term Financial Plan 2026/27 to 2035/36. 
¶ All documents are available on Councilôs website and copies will be made available for viewing at 

The Rock, Yerong Creek and Pleasant Hills Post Offices. 
¶ Following the 28-day public exhibition period, Council will further consider the draft documents at 

the Council meeting on 15 June 2026, in conjunction with any public comments or submissions 
received, with the purpose of adopting the documents prior to 30 June 2026. 

 
Financial Sustainability and Potential Special Rate Variation 
Council received a report ñFinancial Sustainability and Potential Rate Variationò at the May meeting which 
outlined Councilôs current financial position and the significant gap between the revenue Council receives 
(primarily from rates) and the funds required to maintain our assets and services to the targeted service 
levels. 
The development of the 2026/27 budget has occurred in challenging circumstances. High inflation cost 
impacts, increased fuel costs, increased cost shifting from other levels of government and increased 
compliance costs have all had an impact on the increase in ongoing operational expenses above inflation. 
While Council seeks to keep the rate payer costs associated with providing services as low as possible, 
with the rising costs associated with maintaining infrastructure, Council is looking at all options to ensure 
we are financially sustainable into the future.  
In addition to seeking funds through state and federal government grants and implementing improvements 
to the efficiency of Councilôs operations, Council is also considering a potential rate rise in order to 
maintain our assets and current service levels. 
At Monday nightôs Council meeting, Councillors resolved to begin community consultation on a proposed 
Special Rate Variation (SRV). Before Council can make an application to IPART to increase rates above 
the rate peg, the community must first be consulted. Each ratepayer will receive a letter outlining what the 
proposed SRV may mean for them individually, and a number of community drop-in sessions will be held 
across the Shire. Additional information on the proposal and consultation process will also be available on 
Councilôs website and social media page in the near future. 

http://www.lockhart.nsw.gov.au
mailto:mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au
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COOLATAI GRASS 

 

COOLATAI GRASS 
Hyparrhenia hirta 
Coolatai grass is an invasive drought, fire and 
herbicide tolerant tussock forming perennial grass. 
A major invasive species, dominating pastures over 
a range of soil types and conditions. One of the few 
perennial grasses capable of invading undisturbed 
natural ecosystems and is a major threat to natural 
biodiversity. 
Description: Coolatai grass is a long lived summer 
active perennial that produces short rhizomes 
forming dense grass tussocks, and grows to 1.5m. 
Creates large amounts of unpalatable dead leaf and 
stem of low nutritional value. Dominates and 
displaces other plants. 
Coolatai grass can be easily confused with some 
native grasses, in particular, red grass and 
kangaroo grass. 
Leaves: It has greyish-green leaves that turn 
orangey-red in winter, particularly after frost. Harsh 
to touch. Leaf sheaths are usually hairless and 
keeled. The leaf blade is flat, 2-3 mm wide with the 
ligule 2-3 mm long, and minutely toothed. 
Flowers: Will flower and set seed from spring to 
autumn, however it will flower all year if conditions 

are suitable. The period from germination to 
flowering is approximately 90 days. 
Seed: Coolatai grass has the ability to produce 
fertile seed from a single plant, therefore not 
requiring cross pollination. Seed sheds quickly on 
maturity. The hairy, awned seeds readily adhere to 
the hair and wool of animals, clothing and is easily 
caught on and in vehicles. Seed will germinate over 
a wide range of temperatures and are able to 
germinate and establish at the soil surface in the 
presence of leaf litter. 
Control: If large areas have been dominated by 
Coolatai grass, management strategies of rotational 
grazing, spring burning and/or slashing will be 
essential.  
Priority weed: Coolatai grass is considered a 
priority weed in the Lockhart Shire.  
For All of NSW: General Biosecurity Duty: All 
plants are regulated with a general biosecurity duty 
to prevent, eliminate or minimise any biosecurity risk 
they may pose. Any person who deals with any 
plant, who knows (or ought to know) of any 
biosecurity risk, has a duty to ensure the risk is 
prevented, eliminated or minimised, so far as is 
reasonably practicable. 
Riverina Regional Recommended Measure: Land 
managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds 
being introduced to their land. The plant should be 
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of 
the plant. The plant should not be bought, sold, 
grown, carried or released into the environment. 
Notify local control authority if found. 
For further information please contact Councilôs 
Environmental Officer on (02) 6920 5305 or visit 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds 
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NSW Planning Portal 

Lockhart Shire Council uses electronic lodgement of 
Development Applications (DA), Construction Certificates 
(CC), Complying Development Applications (CDC) & 
Section 68 through the NSW Planning Portal.  Applicants 
will need to establish their own account and then lodge 
their DAôs, CCôs and CDCôs. For further information or for 

assistance please contact our Planning & Building team. 

This is the process that Council recommends you follow: 

¶ Contact our Planning Team on 02 6920 5305 to 
discuss your application or to arrange a pre 

lodgement meeting if required. 

Visit the NSW Planning Portal to Register for a NSW 
Planning Portal account to start your application. This will 
enable you to access your dashboard, view, manage, 
track and progress applications, pay state agency fees 
and submit documents. You will also receive email 

notifications at key stages of the application process. 

Log in to complete the online application form. 

¶ For DAôs and CC's you will need to submit a 
State of Environmental Effects, owner's consent, 
cost estimate report as well as all supporting 

plans and documents. 

¶ For CDCôs you will need to submit a certificate 
of title, site plan, design plans, structural plans 

and building specifications. 

¶ Once we receive your application, Council will 
do a preliminary assessment and contact you to 
arrange payment of fees or request additional 

information. 

¶ Once Council is satisfied with the information 
provided and fees are paid, your application can 

be lodged. 

Council encourages all applicants to arrange a pre 
lodgement meeting with the Planning & Building team to 

ensure all required paperwork is ready before lodgement.  

APPROVED DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 

Pursuant to Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979, the following 

development applications were approved, with conditions, for the month of April 2026. 

The below consents are available for public inspection at Councilôs Administration Office, 65 Green 

Street, Lockhart, between 8.30am and 4.30pm weekdays. 

Gavin Rhodes 
General Manager 

DA/CDC No. Development Site of Development Determination 

DA10/26 Subdivision of one (1) lot into 

three (3) lots 

61 Leitch Lane, The Rock Approved ï Council staff 

under delegated authority 

DA45/26 Installation of a transportable 

second-hand dwelling and 

removal of an existing building 

21 Davidson Street, The Rock Approved ï Council 

DA46/26 Internal alterations to dwelling 

including the change of use for 

carport to be incorporated into 

the dwelling 

49 Scott Street, The Rock Approved ï Council staff 

under delegated authority 

DA47/26 Demolition of a rural dwelling 282 Humphrys Lane, The Rock Approved ï Council staff 

under delegated authority 

DA48/26 Detached Colorbond Shed 10 Queen Street, The Rock Approved ï Council staff 

under delegated authority 

DA51/26 Detached Colorbond Shed 15 Queen Street, Yerong Creek Approved ï Council staff 

under delegated authority 

https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
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Lockhart Seniors News  

Meetings will continue to be held bi-monthly 

instead of monthly. 

Bingo on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 
1.30pm followed by afternoon tea on the 4th 

Monday. 

Chinese luncheon at the Ex-Servicemenôs Club 

on the 3rd Sunday monthly. 

All welcome 

Betty Quee, Secretary 

Uniting Church of Lockhart Community 24/7 
Emergency Pantry 

Uniting Church Hall Verandah 

Anyone wishing to donate  

NON Perishable & óin Dateô items 

Please contact  

Heather on 0427 295 264 

Lions Club of Lockhart 
Recycling 

Location: Next to Uncle Tobyôs Shed on the northern 
side of railway line. Enter from Brookong Street. 
Opening Times:  Daylight Hours, Seven days a week 
Items Received:  

¶ Paper/Magazines, Books (including phone 
books), Cardboard, Aluminium cans, Plastic 
bottles (rinsed)  

¶ Any type of motor vehicle batteries (truck, car, 
tractor etc)  

UNFORTUNATELY, WE ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
ACCEPT PLASTIC WRAP OR PLASTIC BAGS 

Unacceptable Items: 
Wax-coated cartons, Polystyrene (please remove from 
boxes), Light bulbs, Fluorescent tubes, Window glass, 
Heat-treated glass, Steel cans or drums and plastic 
bags or wrap. 
To assist with sorting, please use 
receptacles provided. 
Thank you for supporting the Lions Club 

Lockhart  Red Cross Op Shop 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Fr iday ï 9.30am unt i l 2pm 

Saturday ï 9.30am unt i l  2pm 

The Lions Club of Lockhartõs monthly newsletter, 
The Verandah Post, is available for purchase at 
Lockhart Newsagency and Gifts and the Lockhart Post 
Office.  
Price continues to be $2 per copy.  
If you would like a yearly subscription, please contact 
Treasurer Shirley Morgan, 0457 644 772. 

CRAFTY CORNER 

Are you an arts and crafts type person looking 

for somewhere to sell your homemade 

projects? 

Crafty Corner in Lockhart may be your answer. 

We have a wonderful little shop in the main 

street of Lockhart and are always looking for 

new members who can share their talents.  

So, if you cook, preserve, sew, weave baskets, 

do macramé, make homemade crocheted or 

knitted etc toys or garments, paint, potter, 

make small garden ornaments, produce 

timberwork or have any other talents, you 

could be looking for the opportunity to join a 

group of like-minded people. 

OR you may just enjoy volunteering and 

opening the shop.  We have members who 

arenõt necessarily crafty, but enjoy being able 

to keep Crafty Corner open as it is a great 

asset for our beautiful little town. We have a lot 

of through traffic and it is good for them to 

have a reason to stop. 

Membership is $20 per year and items are 

sold on commission. We are open from 10a.m. 

to 2p.m. most days, but would like to be open 

every day consistently. This can only happen 

with a larger membership and those willing to 

volunteer to òmanó the shop.  Its not difficult, 

and the chance to meet people travelling 

through makes it interesting. 

MORE INFO ON M/SHIP: Sylvia Mulholland 

0427 205 135  
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THE ROCK TOWN HALL & MUSEUM 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

Use our history display panels as a 

talking point for your next function 

¶ FULL DAY  $200.00 

¶ HALF DAY  $100.00 

Some or all of the exhibits may be 

removed on request. 

For information contact: 

Nancy Smith (Secretary) 0427692020 

https://www.facebook./TheRockHallMuseum/ 

ÑőĲШÅŸĦťШ§Ɠ-ÉőŸƓ 
§ƓĲŰШìĲĬŰĲƚĬċǃШƣŸШ[ƖŔĬċǃШΝΝЮΟΜċůШ-ШΟЮΟΜƓů 

ÉċƣƨƖĬċǃШċŰĬШÉƨŰĬċǃШΝΜċůШ-ШΞƓů 
éŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖƚШĬĲƚƓĲƖċƣĲũǃШŰĲĲĬĲĬШ9ŸŰƣċĦƣШxǃŰũǃШ7ŸǃũĲШΜΠΝΠШΤΡΦШΟΝΝ 

ÑcEШÅ§9uШѼШ?fÉÑÅf9ÑШ~E ќÉШÉcE? 
~ŸŰĬċǃƚШѼШ[ƖŔĬċǃƚШΥЮΟΜċůШƣŸШΝΞƓůШѼШìĲĬŰĲƚĬċǃƚШΥЮΟΜШċůШƣŸШΟƓůШШ 

ċƣШ[ŸƖĬШÉƣƖĲĲƣЯШÑőĲШÅŸĦť 
9ŸƚƣаШҘΝΜШŔŰĦũƨĬĲƚШ~ŸƖŰŔŰŊШÑĲċШċŰĬШxƨŰĦőШŸŰШìĲĬŰĲƚĬċǃƚШѼШҘΟШŉŸƖШ~ŸƖŰŔŰŊШÑĲċШ
~ŸŰĬċǃƚШѼШ[ƖŔĬċǃƚЮ 
7ƖŔŰŊШǃŸƨƖШŸƽŰШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣƚШċŰĬШŔĬĲċƚ 
§ƖШŢƨƚƣШŢŸŔŰШŔŰШƣőĲШĦŸŰƻĲƖƚċƣŔŸŰЯШĦŸůĲШċŰĬШŢŸŔŰШƨƚЮ 
[ŸƖШůŸƖĲШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШĦŸŰƣċĦƣаШ 
¶ 7ŸĤШШ-ШÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣ  ΜΠΞΥШΣΦΡШΦΝΟ 
¶ ÂċƨũШ-ШÉĲĦƖĲƣċƖǃ  ΜΠΠΤШΤΟΥШΦΤΞ 
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Open Monday ï Friday  

8am-3:30pm  

95 King Street The Rock  

Phone 69202455 or  

email therockps@gmail.com 

Friday is now open to children 

attending school in the following year 

only. It creates a smooth transition to 

school process for the children. 

PLEASANT HILLS PRESCHOOL 

Open Tuesday & Wednesday 

8.30AM ï 4.00PM 

For children aged 3 ï 5yrs 

As little as $10 per day 

For more info contact 6929 6407  

(During opening hours) 

Email: phpreschool@gmail.com 

Help support your local  

Meals on Wheels Service 

Everyone can assist us, just by having a 

conversation with a neighbour living alone, 

parents or grandparents or with the person 

with time on their hands. We offer freshly 

cooked hot meals daily, an extensive frozen 

meal menu, prepared locally in Wagga, 

centre based meals twice a week as well as 

outings, entertainment and various 

activities to people over 65. 

Social Club operates every Tuesday and 

Thursday from 10 am to 2pm at the Rock 

Memorial Bowling Club  

For further details please contact Vicky on 

6920 2500  

¢ƘŜ wƻŎƪ ϧ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ  
aŜŀƭǎ ƻƴ ²ƘŜŜƭǎ  
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ LƴŎΦ 

mailto:therockps@gmail.com
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Enrolments Now Open! 

We invite families to arrange a visit to meet 
our dedicated Educators and enjoy a tour of 

our beautiful Preschool. 

Children aged 3ï5 years 

For enrolment enquiries or to book a visit, 

please contact: 

(02) 6920 5156 

director@lockhartpreschool.com.au 

 

We look forward to welcoming you and your 

child to our nurturing learning community. 
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