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Mayoral Report 

Hi Everyone 

It was another good month for rainfall in August, with a general soaking of 50ml 
down around the southern part of the Shire.  With the weather starting to warm up 

things can only improve from here. 

Work on the two major road projects is progressing quite well.  The Osborne 
Yerong Creek Road job looks to be well under way.  The Henty Pleasant Hills 
Road is into its second week, with almost all the trees removed and about half the 
stumps dug out.  Both these projects will make a big difference to all the road 
users, being wider and smoother will help with truck movements and generally 

make it safer. 

Our residential land subdivision in the western part of Lockhart is almost finished, with some minor works 
to complete.  It will be good to get this wrapped up and get the blocks out to the market.  It is hoped to be 
able to go to auction later in the Spring.  I would like to thank all the staff, both indoor and outdoor, for 
their work on this project.  It is a credit to them that we will have blocks to sell and provide the opportunity 

for more housing in the Shire. 

Last week I attended the Riverina Volunteer of the Year Awards in Wagga Wagga.  Unfortunately, there 
were not any Shire residents nominated.  We, as a Shire, rely on volunteers to help make the Shire work 
on many levels.  So, I urge everyone in the communities to look for the people who do good work and 
get them nominated for next year.  I would like to congratulate Rory McKenzie on being the 2026 

Riverina Volunteer of the Year.  Many of you would know Rory as he grew up in Lockhart. 

I also had the pleasure of attending the Osborne Football Netball Clubôs 125th anniversary celebrations 
on the 8th of August. It was a great occasion, made even more special with AFL legend Kevin Sheedy as 
guest speaker. Congratulations to the Club and everyone involved on reaching such a significant 

milestone. 

The council meeting on 17 August marks the end of an era.  It was Sarah Jonesôs last council meeting 
with us.  Sarah commenced work at the Council in 2002 and has held a number of roles including 
executive support to the Engineering Directorate and to the General Manager.  I would personally like to 
thank Sarah for all the help and guidance she has given me in my time on the Council.  Particularly in the 
last two years as the Mayor, she has been a great help.  I know she will be doing it tough with all the sun 
and sand at the south coast next year.  All the best for whatever the future brings you and your family 

and thank you very much for your service to the Shire. 

Until next time, 

Sharpie 

Submissions for Council Newsletter & Deadline 

Placement of articles is subject to suitability and available space. Email articles/artwork for inclusion to: 

mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au no later than 4pm Friday 18th September 2026 if submitting posters, it would 

be appreciated a landscape and portrait format be included for spacing options. 
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Federation Compact 

The Federal government recently announced a commitment to a meaningful, ongoing, annual increase in 
the level of Financial Assistance Grants; recognising the very real challenge of financial sustainability 

impacting the Local Government sector. 

At the August Council meeting a motion, put by the Mayor, Cr Peter Sharp, was passed welcoming the 
acknowledgement of the financial sustainability challenges faced and the commitment to increasing 
Financial Assistance Grant levels. The motion also welcomed the announcement of the Federation 

Compact which commits to: 

(a) Ongoing annual increases to Financial Assistance Grants to return them to historic levels; 

(b) Ensure Roads to Recovery funding can be used to purchase plant and equipment to enable 
councils to carry out their own road maintenance with their own trained workers, to the extent 

possible; 

(c) Support and increase the availability of apprenticeships in local government, as well as other 

employment programs in a local government context; 

(d) Deliver new capabilities to improve outcomes in housing, planning, emergency management and 

aged care; and 

(e) Ensure the Government publishes an annual summary of funding for Local Government. 

Further, Council will write to the Prime Minister and Minister for Local Government, Catherine King, 
welcoming their commitment to address the crisis in local government financial sustainability and urging 
them to work with the local government sector to urgently progress the Federation Compact with Local 

Government 

Lockhart Shire Local Traffic Forum 

At a recent meeting of the Lockhart Shire Local Traffic Forum discussed the following matters: 

1) The Wagga Wagga Cycling Club staged the Butch Menz Memorial Cycling Race on 12 July 2026 

without any incidents being reported to Council. 

2) Application by The Country Makers Markets to hold night markets in Urana Street, The Rock, on 

14 November 2026. The application was noted without further comment. 

3) Staff at Lockhart Early Learning Centre have requested a Disable Parking Space at the entrance 
to the facility in Drummond.  It was decided Council will proceed with installation of such a space in 

accordance with Australian Standards. 

Australia Day 2026 ð Host Organisations and Nominations 

At its meeting on 17 August, Council resolved to advertise for a host organisation for the 2027 Australia 

Day commemorations.   

Adverts will appear in Councilôs upcoming newsletter, on the website and social media for expressions of 
interest (EOI) in hosting the commemorations on Tuesday, 26 January 2027, and outlining the 
requirements of the EOI to allow Council to make a decision. A subsidy of $3,500 is available to assist the 

host organisation in this activity. 
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Adverts will also be displayed calling for nominations in the various award categories as follows: 

1. Citizen of the Year  

2. Young Citizen of the Year  

3. Sportsperson of the Year  

4. Australia Day Award 

5. Student Achiever Awards 

6. Discretionary Awards 

Expressions of interest and nominations both close on Monday, 2 November 2026. 

Request for Financial Assistance ð The Rock Swimming Club 

Council received a request for financial assistance to fund the purchase of new lane ropes for The Rock 
Swimming Pool.  The Club has been granted funding by a Fluidra Matched Funding Giveaway of $2,000 
and a contribution by Council of $3,090.90 (ex GST) will help them with their replacement of the current 

worn ropes which pose a danger to users when being installed. 

Council resolved to grant the funds to The Rock Swimming Club as new lane ropes will enhance the 

Council-owned facility. 

Engineering Matters 

Routine road maintenance continues across Councilôs regional road network, focussing on maintaining 
road safety, reliability and serviceability including signage repairs and replacements; vegetation control; 

and pothole patching based on road condition, safety risks and available resources. 

The maintenance grading program on Councilôs unsealed roads has commenced with the new financial 
year. Grading activities continue to be prioritised based on a revised grading program and community 
access requirements.  The program will continue to be monitored to ensure resources are directed 

towards the highest priority roads. 

The Osborne Yerong Creek Road pavement reconstruction has commenced east of County Boundary 

Road and continues the works undertaken during the 2024/25 financial year. 

Asset Management 

Council resolved to adopt asset management plans for Transport, Sewer and Plant.  These plans underpin 
the Asset Management Policy and Strategy that were adopted earlier this year along with the Community 

Strategic Plan 2035 and Councilôs Resourcing Strategy.   

These documents are required as part of the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework (IP&R) 

outlined in Chapter 13 Part 2 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Closed Session 

During the confidential section of the meeting Council discussed the management of Lockhart Caravan 
Park and resolved to enter into a 3-year lease with Mr Cameron Murray, with an option of a further three 
years. Council was advised that Mr Murray was the only respondent to a call for expressions of interest in 

managing the caravan park.   
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NSW Planning Portal 

Lockhart Shire Council uses electronic lodgement of Development Applications (DA), Construction 
Certificates (CC), Complying Development Applications (CDC) & Section 68 through the NSW Planning 
Portal.  Applicants will need to establish their own account and then lodge their DAôs, CCôs and CDCôs. 

For further information or for assistance please contact our Planning & Building team. 

This is the process that Council recommends you follow: 

¶ Contact our Planning Team on 02 6920 5305 to discuss your application or to arrange a pre 

lodgement meeting if required. 

Visit the NSW Planning Portal to Register for a NSW Planning Portal account to start your application. 
This will enable you to access your dashboard, view, manage, track and progress applications, pay state 
agency fees and submit documents. You will also receive email notifications at key stages of the 

application process. 

Log in to complete the online application form. 

¶ For DAôs and CC's you will need to submit a State of Environmental Effects, owner's consent, 

cost estimate report as well as all supporting plans and documents. 

¶ For CDCôs you will need to submit a certificate of title, site plan, design plans, structural plans 

and building specifications. 

¶ Once we receive your application, Council will do a preliminary assessment and contact you to 

arrange payment of fees or request additional information. 

¶ Once Council is satisfied with the information provided and fees are paid, your application can be 

lodged. 

Council encourages all applicants to arrange a pre lodgement meeting with the Planning & Building team 

to ensure all required paperwork is ready before lodgement.  

APPROVED DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 
Pursuant to Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979, the following 
development applications were approved, with conditions, for the month of July 2026. 
The below consents are available for public inspection at Councilôs Administration Office, 65 Green 
Street, Lockhart, between 8.30am and 4.30pm weekdays. 

Gavin Rhodes 
General Manager 

DA/CDC No. Development Site of Development Determination 

DA54/26 Dwelling and detached shed 25 Prichard Place, Lockhart 
Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

DA62/26 New Dwelling 14 King Street, The Rock 
Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

DA65/26 
Alterations and additions to 
existing building 

60 Terlichs Lane, Milbrulong 
Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

DA68/26 
Installation of a 
manufactured home 

49 Plunkett Street, Yerong Creek 
Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
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Lockhart Shire Council Silent Auction 

Lockhart Shire Council is holding a Silent Auction for surplus items located at the 
Lockhart Depot. 

Viewing Time: 

Lockhart Depot: Wednesday, 9th September 2026 ï 9:00am to 12:00pm 

Items you may expect to see include: 

¶ Light poles and lights ï individual items can be bid on separately 

¶ Synthetic grass from the Pleasant Hills Tennis Court project 

Other miscellaneous surplus items 

Bidding Information: 

¶ All bids must be submitted to Lockhart Shire Council by Thursday, 17th 
September 2026. 

¶ Successful bidders must make payment prior to pick-up. 
 

All items must be collected from the depot by Thursday, 1st October 2026. 

For more information, please contact Jo-Anne on 0427 692 986 
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EŰƖŸũůĲŰƣƚШ ŸƽШ§ƓĲŰг 
ìĲШŔŰƻŔƣĲШŉċůŔũŔĲƚШƣŸШċƖƖċŰŊĲШċШƻŔƚŔƣШƣŸШ
ůĲĲƣШŸƨƖШĬĲĬŔĦċƣĲĬШEĬƨĦċƣŸƖƚШċŰĬШĲŰр
ŢŸǃШċШƣŸƨƖШŸŉШŸƨƖШĤĲċƨƣŔŉƨũШÂƖĲƚĦőŸŸũЮ 

9őŔũĬƖĲŰШċŊĲĬШΟтΡШǃĲċƖƚ 
[ŸƖШĲŰƖŸũůĲŰƣШĲŰƕƨŔƖŔĲƚШŸƖШƣŸШĤŸŸťШċШ

ƻŔƚŔƣЯШƓũĲċƚĲШĦŸŰƣċĦƣа 
ыΜΞьШΣΦΞΜШΡΝΡΣ 

ĬŔƖĲĦƣŸƖѻũŸĦťőċƖƣƓƖĲƚĦőŸŸũЮĦŸůЮċƨ 
 

ìĲШũŸŸťШŉŸƖƽċƖĬШƣŸШƽĲũĦŸůŔŰŊШǃŸƨШċŰĬШ
ǃŸƨƖШĦőŔũĬШƣŸШŸƨƖШŰƨƖƣƨƖŔŰŊШũĲċƖŰŔŰŊШ

ĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃЮ 

mailto:director@lockhartpreschool.com.au
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