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Mayoral Report 
Hi Everyone 

The season is still progressing well with 50 to 70mm of rain for the 
month, depending on where you are. 

Those of you who use Osborne Yerong Creek Road will be aware 
that another 2km of the road is being widened, beginning on 20 
July 2026.  Also, work will begin on the Henty Pleasant Hills Road 
from 10 August 2026.  The road will be closed from 7am until 4pm 
each day to enable the safe removal of trees, with detours in place. 

On Sunday 21 June we hosted the last of the Drought Resilience 
programs in the Shire.  This was a performance by Sunday 
Lemonade, a musical duo, at The Rock Bowling Club.  Thanks to 
Matt Holt for all the work he put into this program, which was run in conjunction with 
Wagga Wagga City Council. 

Shortly after the last Council meeting, we held our proposed Special Rate Variation 
(SRV) community consultation sessions at The Rock, Lockhart, Yerong Creek and 
Pleasant Hills.  A number of ratepayers attended to discuss their concerns, get their 
questions answered and to see what it will mean for them.  Submissions can be 
lodged with Council relating to the proposed SRV until the end of August. 

I recently attended the Riverina Eastern Regional Organisation of Councils (REROC) 
Board Meeting held on Friday, 26 June at the Riverina Police District Headquarters, 
Wagga Wagga, accompanied by the General Manager. The meeting was hosted by 
Riverina Police District Commander, Superintendent Andrew Spliet, and brought 
together Mayors, Chairpersons (Water County Councils) and General Managers from 
across the REROC region to consider a range of governance, advocacy and regional 
collaboration matters. The General Manager and I also attended an Extraordinary 
REROC Board Meeting and Ministerial Roundtable held on Thursday, 2 July at 
Coolamon Shire Council. 

The main purpose of the REROC extraordinary board meeting was to endorse 
REROCôs strategic plan for the next 10 years.  The Roundtable discussion with the 
Minister for Local Government, the Hon Ron Hoenig MP, centred around the long 
term financial sustainability of Councils and the need for structural reform, the 
proposed review and future direction of the Model Code of Meeting Practice, and 
reforms to the Councillor Code of Conduct. 

You will have noticed there are not so many Transgrid or Elecnor vehicles in town 
anymore.  The project on our side of Wagga is now complete.  Most of the camp on 
the Lockhart Collingullie Road has been removed, with rehabilitation of the site to be 
completed.  I attended a ceremony in Wagga to mark the end of the project.  A series 
of lights were switched on over the Wagga Lagoon to mark the occasion. 

I hope that your footy/netball team is going well, and that it continues to rain.   

Until next time 

Cheers  

Sharpie. 
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R  R  L  ï D   A  2026-2030 

Council was advised that a new Deed of Agreement was required to be executed under 
Common Seal, continuing Councilôs membership of Riverina Regional Library (RRL) until 2030. 

The report advised that the mobile library service had 503 registered members across Lockhart 
Shire in the period 1 May 2025 to 30 April 2026 and recorded 3,823 loans across the local 
government area in the same period. 

The RRL Mobile Library Service continues to provide an important outreach service to residents 
throughout the Lockhart Shire, delivering access to books, digital resources and library services 
to communities that do not have access to a permanent library facility. 

Membership of RRL costs Council $179,735 per year, less a State funding grant of $74,675, 
being a nett cost of $105,060. 

Councillors resolved to authorise execution of the Deed by the Mayor and General Manager and 
requested that, over the next 12 months, a review be conducted of library services to ascertain if 
there are any potential options for cost savings in providing the service. 

Engineering News 

Council heard that the maintenance grading program on Councilôs unsealed road network 
recommenced on 1 July 2026, this follows its suspension in the latter part of the 2026 financial 
year due to funding constraints. 

Harry Davies Drive: road pavement works in the Lockhart Industrial Park are progressing with 
completion expected in July subject to favourable weather conditions. 

Prichard Street Development: This project is nearing completion, with road pavement 
construction and electrical infrastructure installation currently under way. 

Albury Road Pavement Reconstruction: These works have commenced on an 800m section of 
Albury Road between Reid Street and an unnamed laneway to the south of Lockhart.  These 
works will improve road condition, safety and long-term network performance. 

Under-Awning Lighting 

Council has received notice from Essential Energy, the supplier of streetlighting, that legacy 
lighting technologies are being phased out by 31 December 2027.  This applies to the 23 under-
awning lights primarily located in Green Street, Lockhart.  Essential Energy have advised they 
cannot provide under-awning lighting that meets the new NSW Public Lighting Code which 
requires service providers such as Essential Energy to provide reliable, efficient lighting services 
and to comply with IPaRT monitored performance reporting. 

Councillors were presented with four options, provided by Essential Energy, in relation to the 
under-awning lighting: 

1. Meter the under awning lighting circuit and transfer ownership to the property owner: 
each awning owner would be advised that they would need to engage an electrician to install 
a meter prior to phasing out of the legacy lighting technology. If not done so the lights will be 
decommissioned.  Other councils in a similar position have resolved to take this option.  

2. Meter the under awning lighting circuit and transfer the ownership to Council: Council 
would need to engage an electrician to install a meter prior to phasing out of the legacy 
lighting technology. Council would then be responsible for ongoing maintenance and 
electricity charges. Some of the lights would also need upgrading.  However, Essential 
Energy have advised 11 of the 23 lights have been pre-paid for upgrades.  It should be noted 
that awnings are owned by the owner of the building to which the awning is connected.  They 
remain the responsibility of the building owner despite overhanging the public footway.  
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3. Remove all under-awning lighting: this is not preferred as it would leave a lack of lighting of 
the public footway.  

4. Install new street lighting: This would require funding from Council and street lighting would 
most likely not provide adequate lighting of the footpaths.   

Whilst the lighting does provide light for the public footpaths, the under-awning lighting also 
provides security for adjacent shopfronts. 

Council resolved to take no action at this point in time and require Essential Energy to negotiate/
communicate directly with individual property owners. 

Footpath Masterplan & Cost Recovery Policy 

Council staff recently developed a footpath masterplan to be used to support grant funding 
applications.  Council successfully received grant funding for OôConnell and Hebden Streets in 
Lockhart, and further applications have been made in The Rock, Lockhart, Yerong Creek and 
Pleasant Hills.  Community feedback was sought to guide the future footpath network.  The 
masterplan was updated and placed on exhibition together with a new Cost Recovery Policy. 
The exhibition period has now expired.  

No formal submissions were received regarding the proposed Cost Recovery Policy. 

During the exhibition period one formal submission was received regarding the Footpath 
Masterplan and informal feedback was received during recent public consultation sessions.  
Based on that feedback, amendments were made to the Masterplan including: 

1. removing the proposed footpath to Hay Street in Yerong Creek and replacing that with an 
extension north along the Olympic Highway 

2.  Extending the footpath along Green Street to the west from Rockliff Court to Prichard Street, 
Lockhart to incorporate increased residential development. 

Councillors resolved to endorse the Footpath Masterplan and the associated Cost Recovery 
Policy. 

Deed of Gift ï Magnolia Lodge 

In 2021 Council gifted six independent living units (ILUôs) and a parcel of vacant land to Respect 
Group Limited as part of negotiations for the continued operation of Woodhaven Hostel.  This gift 
required Respect Group to develop the vacant land within five years to provide further ILUôs. 

Respect Group advised they are not in a position to develop the vacant land but wish to retain 
the ILUôs to assist with provision of accommodation for essential workers. 

Council resolved as follows: 

1. Receive and note Respect Group Limited's correspondence dated 30 April 2026 regarding 
the Magnolia Lodge Deed of Gift.  

2. In principle, support Respect Group Limited retaining ownership of the existing Independent 
Living Units for the purpose of supporting workforce accommodation, subject to the 
completion of Council's due diligence regarding the current and future demand for 
Independent Living Units within Lockhart.  

3. Request the General Manager to commence discussions with Respect Group Limited 
regarding the transfer of the undeveloped vacant portion of the land back to Lockhart Shire 
Council. 

4. Request the General Manager to obtain professional advice and a cost estimate for the 
subdivision of the land to enable the existing Independent Living Units to remain with Respect 
Group Limited and the balance of the vacant land to be transferred back to Council. 
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Road ï Widening and Rehabilitation Works 

Over the coming months Lockhart Shire Council will be undertaking road 

improvement works along Osborne Yerong Creek Road and Henty Pleasant 

Hills Road These projects aim to improve road safety, increase pavement 

strength and reliability, improve drainage performance, and enhance access 

for road users and adjoining properties. 

During work hours, residents and road users may notice: 

¶ Increased construction vehicle movements within the area. 

¶ Construction-related noise and activity. 

¶ Temporary disruptions to property access. 

Where access impacts are required, Councilôs site staff will communicate with 

affected residents and property owners in advance and assist with 

maintaining access wherever possible. 

Osborne Yerong Creek Road   35Á22'36.1"S 146Á50'56.5"E 

Commencement Date: 20 July 2026 

Duration: Approximately 4 months (weather permitting) 

Henty Pleasant Hills Road East of Scottôs Lane  -35.47618169190247, 

146.843003503812 

Commencement Date: 10 August 2026 

Duration: Approximately 4 months (weather permitting) 

Works are expected to be completed by November 2026, subject to weather 

conditions, site conditions, and construction requirements. 

Further information regarding these works can be found on our website: 

https://lockhart.nsw.gov.au/roads-traffic/works-programs/  

https://lockhart.nsw.gov.au/roads-traffic/works-programs/
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Lockhart Cemetery 

Revocation of unused grave 

Under the Cemeteries and Crematoria 
Act 2013 (Part 4, Section 52), Lockhart 
Shire Council gives notice of the 
possible revocation of an unused grave 
interment right issued prior to 17 July 
1976. 

Interment right holder:  Cecelia Bender 

Plot: Lockhart monumental cemetery. 
Unsectarian Plot 2. 

In the event that the interment right 
holder of the unused grave cannot be 
identified or located, it is Lockhart Shire 
Councilôs intention to cancel the 
interment right in this grave 90 days 
after this notice. 

The person listed above (or their next of 
kin) may claim their entitlement by 
contacting Lockhart Shire Council on  

02 6920 5305 or  

email: mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au 

Samaritan Purse Presentation 
There was a very good presentation about 
Samaritans Purse and their charity about 
giving Christmas Shoe boxes to children 
overseas who have never heard about 
Christmas at the Combined Church service 
at the end of May. Now some local people 
have jumped on board and are busy packing 
shoe boxes for children. It is not too late for 
other people to join in. Filled shoeboxes can 
be returned to the next Combined Church 
Service at the Presbyterians in August. 
However shoeboxes will also be accepted 
until October. For more information and to 
obtain the shoeboxes, contact Larraine 
Hoffmann on 69206233 or 0427204051. 
Postage to cover the shoeboxes has been 
donated. 

mailto:mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au
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Musings from  Greens Gunyah Museum 

Greens Gunyah Museum has had a very busy couple of months recently. Following our very 
successful opening of the new Women and Wool Exhibition, and the launch of our new 
publication Awaiting the Ballot, the very busy committee has not stopped.  

You would have read recently of the acquisition of Mrs Bolgerôs buggy, which we are eagerly 
awaiting the delivery of - we now have another addition to our machinery collection. Recently 
we have found the last surviving milk delivery trailer. This lovely little cartôs last journey was 
delivering Baden Herfordôs milk around Lockhart. We are hoping some of you may remember 
the horse and cart who did the rounds. We are in the process of a small restoration of the 
cart, with thanks to Charlie Smith who is helping us out, but we would love to hear from 
anyone who may remember what the cart looked like, and if some photos were unearthed ï 
even better.  

The museum has also been busy providing documents and information for Bidgeemiaôs 100th 
Anniversary to be held on October 4th this year. Our archives collection has had a real 
workout, and we look forward to being of help to that committee. 

Many of you would remember the Hume Cordials factory which sold soft drinks manufactured 
in Lockhart. The plant was located in Hebden street, and later in the Younghusband building, 
and operated for 40 years, from 1948 to 1988. The museum has commissioned the printing 
of tea towels to commemorate this little factory, and they are presently for sale at the 
museum for $18 each. 

Donôt forget ï Lockhart locals have free entry into the museum. We have loved having some 
of our community bring their children and grandchildren in for a visit, and we are looking 
forward to welcoming visits from Lockhart Preschool, and Leeton Primary School in August.  

As always, we would welcome new volunteers to man the front desk. We are open for 4 
hours each day, from 10 until 2pm, and its lovely meeting the travelling public who always 
have such great stories to tell. Without fail, they are stunned to see our collections. If you 
have four spare hours once a month, we would love to hear from you.  
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Lockhart Progress Association 

Our recent monthly meeting was held on Monday 6th July at Lockhart Ex-Servicemenôs Club. 

Thank you to those who supported our wood raffle last month; this was a great success and our first raffle in a 
long time. Congratulations to the winner. All fundraising allows us to promote and contribute to our town by 

holding events, helping to beautify and support local projects to benefit the community in general. 

We are currently waiting to hear if we were successful in our submission to the 2025-26 Volunteer Grant offering funding towards our 
annual Association Insurance costs and much needed technology and tools. If successful we will purchase a laptop and printer and cover 
the costs of our annual Insurances. Our second Grant Submission was to the NSW Community Building Partnership for the provision of 
fully automated pool covers to help keep the warmth in the water longer in summer months, thereby helping to extend the swimming season 
at our local Lockhart Swimming Pool. Unfortunately we have been notified that we were unsuccessful. We will continue to look into 

upcoming grant opportunities as this is a worthy and practical project for our community. 

Lockhart Progress has been invited by Eastern Riverina Landcare Group to be involved in future projects around our local area. We look 
forward to more details of what we can do to support their work and help our environment. Progress is also continuing to follow up with 

Council on the Brookong Master Plan and how we can provide support. 

Bob Mathews is talking with Cricket Australia in the hope of starting a junior cricket competition/event in Lockhart later this year after the 
completion of winter sports. It has been some time since weôve had junior cricket in Lockhart and we are hopeful that a joint event between 
Cricket Australia and our local budding cricket enthusiasts will be successful in potentially providing another sporting option into the Spring/

Summer months for our children and teenagers. 

We are continuing to progress with our project to add additional seating to the main shopping precinct of Green Street. Currently we are 

working with Council on style, quantity and costing to look at the funding needed. 

At our recent meeting it was decided to postpone holding a themed family picnic day previously mentioned until Autumn next year. The 
feeling was that as the weather warms up Lockhart has a full calendar of events and that Autumn days would be more appropriate to ensure 
more people would be able to attend. Please watch this space as we continue to develop and discuss the details of the event and what will 

be included. 

Progress welcomed Rodger Schirmer, President of Lockhart Showground Management Committee. Rodger gave us an insight into the work 
of the committee in maintaining and managing the Showground. Our local Showground is a wonderful venue for all types of events and is 
also currently well utilised by tourists to Lockhart for camping and caravaning. We thank Rodger for his time in attending our meeting and 

the information shared. 

If you feel there are issues or projects that Lockhart Progress can help with, or be part of, please contact us to discuss at our next meeting.  

Lockhart Progress Association  
P.O. Box 46 
Lockhart 2656 
lockhartprogress@outlook.com.au 

The Rock Show Society 

Claiming the Date 

Truck Show 

The Rock 

Saturday 6
th
 March 2027 

Enquiries: 

Geoffrey McDonnell 

0429 095 296 

Joy Schultz 

0428 566 902 

mailto:lockhartprogress@outlook.com.au
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NSW Planning Portal 

Lockhart Shire Council uses electronic lodgement of Development Applications (DA), Construction Certificates (CC), 
Complying Development Applications (CDC) & Section 68 through the NSW Planning Portal.  Applicants will need to 
establish their own account and then lodge their DAôs, CCôs and CDCôs. For further information or for assistance 

please contact our Planning & Building team. 

This is the process that Council recommends you follow: 

¶ Contact our Planning Team on 02 6920 5305 to discuss your application or to arrange a pre lodgement 

meeting if required. 

Visit the NSW Planning Portal to Register for a NSW Planning Portal account to start your application. This will 
enable you to access your dashboard, view, manage, track and progress applications, pay state agency fees and 

submit documents. You will also receive email notifications at key stages of the application process. 

Log in to complete the online application form. 

¶ For DAôs and CC's you will need to submit a State of Environmental Effects, owner's consent, cost estimate 

report as well as all supporting plans and documents. 

¶ For CDCôs you will need to submit a certificate of title, site plan, design plans, structural plans and building 

specifications. 

¶ Once we receive your application, Council will do a preliminary assessment and contact you to arrange 

payment of fees or request additional information. 

¶ Once Council is satisfied with the information provided and fees are paid, your application can be lodged. 

Council encourages all applicants to arrange a pre lodgement meeting with the Planning & Building team to ensure 

all required paperwork is ready before lodgement.  

APPROVED DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 

Pursuant to Section 4.59 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979, the following 

development applications were approved, with conditions, for the month of June 2026. 

The below consents are available for public inspection at Councilôs Administration Office, 65 Green 

Street, Lockhart, between 8.30am and 4.30pm weekdays. 

Gavin Rhodes 
General Manager 

DA/CDC No. Development Site of Development Determination 

DA44/26 Shed 28 OôConnell Street, Lockhart 
Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

DA49/26 Subdivision 6 Hill Street, The Rock Approved ï Council 

DA57/26 
Continued use for 
mechanical workshop 

42-48 Urana Street, The Rock 
Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

DA58/26 
Alterations and additions to 
existing building 

370 Bullock Hill Road, The 
Rock 

Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

DA59/26 Shed 
106 Lockhart Kywong Road, 
Lockhart 

Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

DA61/26 New Dwelling 7 Burkes Street, The Rock 
Approved ï Council staff 
under delegated authority 

https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://pp.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
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Lockhart Seniors News  

Meetings will continue to be held bi-monthly 

instead of monthly. 

Bingo on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 
1.30pm followed by afternoon tea on the 4th 

Monday. 

Chinese luncheon at the Ex-Servicemenôs Club 

on the 3rd Sunday monthly. 

All welcome 

Betty Quee, Secretary 

Uniting Church of Lockhart Community 24/7 
Emergency Pantry 

Uniting Church Hall Verandah 

Anyone wishing to donate  

NON Perishable & óin Dateô items 

Please contact  

Heather on 0427 295 264 

Lions Club of Lockhart 
Recycling 

Location: Next to Uncle Tobyôs Shed on the northern 
side of railway line. Enter from Brookong Street. 
Opening Times:  Daylight Hours, Seven days a week 
Items Received:  

¶ Paper/Magazines, Books (including phone 
books), Cardboard, Aluminium cans, Plastic 
bottles (rinsed)  

¶ Any type of motor vehicle batteries (truck, car, 
tractor etc)  

UNFORTUNATELY, WE ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
ACCEPT PLASTIC WRAP OR PLASTIC BAGS 

Unacceptable Items: 
Wax-coated cartons, Polystyrene (please remove from 
boxes), Light bulbs, Fluorescent tubes, Window glass, 
Heat-treated glass, Steel cans or drums and plastic 
bags or wrap. 
To assist with sorting, please use 
receptacles provided. 
Thank you for supporting the Lions Club 

Lockhart  Red Cross Op Shop 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Fr iday ï 9.30am unt i l 2pm 

Saturday ï 9.30am unt i l  2pm 

The Lions Club of Lockhartõs monthly newsletter, 
The Verandah Post, is available for purchase at 
Lockhart Newsagency and Gifts and the Lockhart Post 
Office.  
Price continues to be $2 per copy.  
If you would like a yearly subscription, please contact 
Treasurer Shirley Morgan, 0457 644 772. 

Tootool Roadside Rest Stop Signature Paving 
Project 
We invite all current and former residents of the 
Tootool and French Park districts to become involved 
in our exciting community project - the installation of 
commemorative signature pavers at the Tootool 
Roadside Rest Area. 
By purchasing a personalised paver, you can help 
support and become a lasting part of this special 
community space. Closing date for orders is Friday 
21 August. 
For more information or to express your interest, 
please contact us on 0428 225 435. 
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THE ROCK TOWN HALL & MUSEUM 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

Use our history display panels as a 

talking point for your next function 

¶ FULL DAY  $200.00 

¶ HALF DAY  $100.00 

Some or all of the exhibits may be 

removed on request. 

For information contact: 

Nancy Smith (Secretary) 0427692020 

https://www.facebook./TheRockHallMuseum/ 

THE ROCK & DISTRICT MENôS SHED 

Mondays & Fridays 8.30am to 12pm  

&  

Wednesdays 8.30am to 3pm   

Ford Street, The Rock 

Cost: $10 includes Morning Tea and Lunch on Wednesdays & $3 for 

Morning Tea Mondays & Fridays. 

Bring your own projects and ideas 

Or just join in the conversation, come and join us. 

For more information contact:  

¶ Bob  - President  0428 695 913 

¶ Paul - Secretary  0447 738 972 

The Rock Op Shop 
Temporarily closed. Looking for new premises." 


