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  ______________________________  
 CHAIRPERSON 

Minutes 
mail@lockhart.nsw.gov.au | lockhart.nsw.gov.au  

Ordinary Meeting 
 
 
Held:  17 August 2026 
At: 5.00pm 
Location: Council Chamber, 65 Green Street, Lockhart 
 

PRESENT 
Cr P Sharp (Mayor), Cr F Day OAM, Cr G Driscoll (Deputy Mayor), Cr E Jones, Cr I Marston, Cr R Mathews, 
and Cr J Walker. 
 
Also in attendance were the General Manager, Director Corporate and Community Services, 
Director Engineering, Director Planning and Environment, Manager of Communications, Tourism and 
Economic Development, and Executive Assistant.  

The meeting opened with a prayer, followed by an Acknowledgement of Country. 

The Mayor reminded Councillors of their ethical obligations as reflected in the oath and affirmation of office, 
and the Code of Conduct. 

The Mayor also informed all persons present that the proceedings of the meeting were being recorded. 

APOLOGIES 
Cr Jane Hunter and Cr Bob Rushby have given apologies for this August meeting of Council. 
 
119/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Mathews that Cr Hunter and Cr Rushby’s apologies 

be accepted and they be granted leave of absence. 

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE OR ATTENDANCE VIA AUDIO 
VISUAL LINK 
Nil. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING, 20 JULY 
2026 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Monday, 20 July 2026 as printed and circulated 
be taken as read and confirmed. 

 
120/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Walker that Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 

Monday, 20 July 2026 as printed and circulated be taken as read and confirmed. 
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DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY & NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 
Cr Marston declared a non-pecuniary, non-significant interest in Staff Report 5, and will remain in the Chamber. 
 
Cr Driscoll declared a non-pecuniary, non-significant interest in Staff Report 5, and will remain in the Chamber. 
 

MAYORAL MINUTE 
Nil. 
 

REPORT ON MAYORAL & COUNCILLOR ACTIVITIES 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Report on Mayoral and Councillor activities be received and noted. 

 
121/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Cr Day that the Report on Mayoral and Councillor 

Activities be received and noted. 
 The Mayor, Cr Sharp, reported the following activities in the preceding month: 

23 July Met online with Ms Steph Cooke, Shadow Minister for Water, together with the General 
Manager and Director Engineering, regarding water and sewer infrastructure upgrade 
needs. 

28 July Participated in the General Manager’s Annual Performance Review in Lockhart. 

5 August Attended the Yerong Creek Flood Study meeting in Lockhart. 
13 August Attended the Riverina Volunteer of the Year Awards in Wagga Wagga. 

 Cr Day reported the following activities: 

28 July Participated in the General Manager’s Annual Performance Review in Lockhart. 

13 August Attended Coffee with the Community, with councillors, Council staff, local Police and 
Bendigo Bank management. 

Cr Jones reported the following activity: 

13 August Attended Coffee with the Community. 

 Cr Driscoll reported the following activities 

21 July Attended the Riverina Water County Council Executive Meeting in Wagga. 

28 July  Participated in the General Manager’s Annual Performance Review in Lockhart. 

4 August  Attended the Riverina Water County Council Executive Meeting in Wagga. 

7 August Attended the REROC Executive Meeting in Wagga. 

10 August Attended the Riverina Water County Council Executive Meeting in Wagga. 

13 August Attended the Riverina Water County Council Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 
meeting in Wagga.  

URGENT MATTERS 
Nil. 
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NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
NM1. FEDERATION COMPACT – FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
 
122/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Sharp and Driscoll that Council:  

1. Welcomes the Federal Government’s recent announcement recognising the very real 
challenge of financial sustainability impacting the Local Government sector and committing to 
a meaningful, ongoing, annual increase in the level of Financial Assistance Grants; 

2. Welcomes the announcement of the Federation Compact with Local Government that 
commits to: 

(a) Ongoing annual increases to Financial Assistance Grants to return them to historic 
levels; 

(b) Ensure Roads to Recovery funding can be used to purchase plant and equipment to 
enable councils to carry out their own road maintenance with their own trained 
workers, to the extent possible; 

(c) Support and increase the availability of apprenticeships in local government, as well as 
other employment programs in a local government context; 

(d) Deliver new capabilities to improve outcomes in housing, planning, emergency 
management and aged care; and 

(e) Ensure the Government publishes an annual summary of funding for Local 
Government. 

3. Write to the Prime Minister and Local Government Minister Catherine King welcoming their 
commitment to address the crisis in local government financial sustainability and urging them 
to work with the local government sector to urgently progress the Federation Compact with 
Local Government.” 

The Mayor, Cr Sharp has given notice that at the Council meeting to be held on 17 August 2026 he 
proposes to move the following motion: 

“That Council: 

1. Welcomes the Federal Government’s recent announcement recognising the very 
real challenge of financial sustainability impacting the Local Government sector 
and committing to a meaningful, ongoing, annual increases in the level of Financial 
Assistance Grants; 

2. Welcomes the announcement of the Federation Compact with Local Government 
that commits to: 

(a) Ongoing annual increases to Financial Assistance Grants to return them to 
historic levels; 

(b) Ensure Roads to Recovery funding can be used to purchase plant and 
equipment to enable councils to carry out their own road maintenance with 
their own trained workers, to the extent possible; 

(c) Support and increase the availability of apprenticeships in local government, 
as well as other employment programs in a local government context; 

(d) Deliver new capabilities to improve outcomes in housing, planning, 
emergency management and aged care; and 

(e) Ensure the Government publishes an annual summary of funding for Local 
Government. 

3. Write to the Prime Minister and Local Government Minister Catherine King 
welcoming their commitment to address the crisis in local government financial 
sustainability and urging them to work with the local government sector to urgently 
progress the Federation Compact with Local Government.” 
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Summary 

This Notice of Motion seeks to welcome the Federal Government’s recent announcement of a 
Federation Compact with Local Government, which recognises the growing financial crisis impacting 
the Local Government sector and commits to meaningfully increase funding to address that crisis. 

Further, this motion requires council to write to the Prime Minister and Local Government Minister 
Catherine King welcoming their commitment and urging them to progress the Federation Compact. 

The Notice of Motion is strategic in nature, does not commit Council to additional operational service 
delivery, and seeks to strengthen coordinated Local Government advocacy to increase Federal 
Financial Assistance to the Local Government sector.  

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to present Council with an opportunity to commend the Federal 
Government for their recent announcement of a Federation Compact with Local Government and to 
write to the Prime Minister and Federal Local Government Minister welcoming their commitment and 
urging them to progress the Compact. 

In doing so, Council can contribute to a unified approach to increasing Federal financial assistance to 
Local Government, to the benefit of all councils and all communities, including our own. 

Report 

Councils across NSW are facing a financial sustainability crisis driven by cost shifting, constrained 
revenue growth, inadequate Commonwealth funding and rising infrastructure and service delivery 
costs.  

Without meaningful reform, councils will find it increasingly difficult to maintain the roads, community 
facilities, libraries, sporting infrastructure, emergency management functions and local services that 
communities rely on every day. 

Unless financial sustainability issues are addressed, communities across NSW will face reduced 
service levels, delayed infrastructure upgrades and growing challenges in meeting local needs. 

For rural, regional and remote communities the pressure is particularly acute as we are among the 
most isolated councils facing the biggest financial challenges with a limited ability to raise revenue. 

Like many councils across NSW, Lockhart Shire Council is facing the difficulty of maintaining its 
infrastructure and services within our existing income levels. The cost to deliver services and 
maintain community assets to current service levels has been increasing well above the rate peg 
amount each year. Combined with reduced financial assistance and ongoing cost shifting to Local 
Government by other levels of government, councils are under constant financial pressure to deliver 
the same services for less, which is not sustainable. 

On 25 July, the Australian Labor Party announced that the Federal Government would enter into a 
Federation Compact with Local Government, committing to: 

(a) Ongoing annual increases to Financial Assistance Grants; 

(b) Ensure Roads to Recovery funding can be used to purchase plant and equipment to enable 
councils to carry out their own road maintenance with their own trained workers, to the extent 
possible; 

(c) Support and increase the availability of apprenticeships in local government, as well as other 
employment programs in a local government context; 

(d) Deliver new capabilities to improve outcomes in housing, planning, emergency management 
and aged care; and 

(e) Ensure the Government publishes an annual summary of funding for Local Government. 

As the peak body for councils and associated entities across the state, Local Government NSW 
(LGNSW) will now proceed to work with the Federal Government, unions representing the Local 
Government workforce, and Local Government associations across Australia to develop and 
implement the Compact. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

11  Our leadership is responsive, strategic and collaborative. 
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Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 

Commonwealth – Local Government (Financial Assistance) Act 1995.  This is the primary legislation 
establishing the FA Grants program. It provides for Commonwealth funding to the States and 
Territories for distribution to local government and sets the framework for determining and allocating 
the grants. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil. 

Attachments 

Nil. 
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NM2. GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS 
 
123/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Marston and Mathews that Council adopt the following 

guidelines for the conduct of the Questions and Statements item included in the Order of 
Business for Ordinary Meetings of Council: 
1) Each Councillor be permitted to raise a maximum of two (2) questions or statements in 

total at each Ordinary Meeting. 
2) Questions and statements are to be succinct and concise and relate to matters 

relevant to the strategic direction, functions or broader interests of Council and the 
Lockhart Shire community. 

3) Questions and statements are not to be used for lengthy commentary, debate, 
repetition of matters previously raised, or matters of a routine operational or 
administrative nature that can reasonably be addressed outside the Council meeting. 

4) Where a Councillor seeks a decision or formal position of Council on a matter, the 
appropriate provisions of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, including a Notice of 
Motion where applicable, are to be utilised. 

5) Where a question can be readily answered, the General Manager or relevant officer 
may provide a response at the meeting. Where further information or investigation is 
required, the question may be taken on notice and a response provided subsequently. 

6) Questions and statements must comply with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice and 
Code of Conduct and must not contain personal, defamatory, insulting or inappropriate 
remarks. 

7) The Mayor, as Chairperson, may rule a question or statement out of order where it 
does not comply with these guidelines. 

Cr Marston has given notice that at the Council meeting to be held on 17 August 2026 he proposes 
to move the following motion: 

“That Council adopt the following guidelines for the conduct of the Questions and 
Statements item included in the Order of Business for Ordinary Meetings of Council: 

1) Each Councillor be permitted to raise a maximum of two (2) questions or 
statements in total at each Ordinary Meeting. 

2) Questions and statements are to be succinct and concise and relate to matters 
relevant to the strategic direction, functions or broader interests of Council and 
the Lockhart Shire community. 

3) Questions and statements are not to be used for lengthy commentary, debate, 
repetition of matters previously raised, or matters of a routine operational or 
administrative nature that can reasonably be addressed outside the Council 
meeting. 

4) Where a Councillor seeks a decision or formal position of Council on a matter, the 
appropriate provisions of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, including a Notice 
of Motion where applicable, are to be utilised. 

5) Where a question can be readily answered, the General Manager or relevant 
officer may provide a response at the meeting. Where further information or 
investigation is required, the question may be taken on notice and a response 
provided subsequently. 

6) Questions and statements must comply with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
and Code of Conduct and must not contain personal, defamatory, insulting or 
inappropriate remarks. 

7) The Mayor, as Chairperson, may rule a question or statement out of order where 
it does not comply with these guidelines.” 

Purpose of the guidelines 

The purpose of these guidelines is to ensure that the Questions and Statements item provides 
Councillors with an appropriate opportunity to raise matters of strategic importance and community 



Ordinary Meeting – 17 August 2026 

Minutes  Page 7 

  ______________________________  
 CHAIRPERSON 

interest, while maintaining the orderly and efficient conduct of Council meetings and ensuring 
sufficient time is available for consideration of the formal business before Council. 

General Manager Report 

Council has previously resolved to reinstate Questions and Statements within the Order of Business 
for Ordinary Meetings. The proposed guidelines do not seek to revisit that decision but rather provide 
a clear framework for how the item operates. 

Questions and Statements can provide Councillors with an opportunity to raise matters of broader 
community interest and strategic relevance that may not otherwise appear elsewhere on the agenda. 
However, without appropriate parameters, there is potential for the item to become focused on 
routine operational matters, lengthy commentary or matters that may be more appropriately 
addressed directly with the General Manager or relevant staff outside the Council meeting. 

The proposed guidelines seek to balance Councillors’ opportunity to raise matters with the need to 
ensure meetings remain orderly, efficient and focused on Council’s strategic and decision making 
responsibilities. In particular, limiting each Councillor to two questions or statements and requiring 
matters to be succinct and strategically relevant should assist in maintaining this balance. 

The guidelines also recognise that matters requiring a formal decision of Council should continue to 
be brought forward through the appropriate mechanisms provided for under Council’s Code of 
Meeting Practice. 

Should Council support the proposed guidelines, consideration should also be given to incorporating 
the provisions into Council’s Code of Meeting Practice at its next review to provide clarity and 
consistency regarding their application. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

10  Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 

The proposed guidelines are intended to establish reasonable parameters for the Questions and 
Statements item previously reinstated in Council’s Order of Business, including limiting the number 
of matters raised and ensuring questions and statements are concise and focused on matters of 
strategic relevance to Council. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil. 

Attachments 

Nil. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CR-1. AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE (ARIC) MINUTES 
 (GM: 26/7739) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the confirmed minutes of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee for 
meetings held on 4 December 2025 and 4 March 2026, and draft minutes for the meeting held 
3 June 2026.  

 
124/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mathews and Jones Council notes the confirmed minutes of the 

Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee for meetings held on 4 December 2025 and 4 March 2026, 
and draft minutes for the meeting held 3 June 2026.  

Executive Summary 

The Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) is an advisory committee established by a 
Council endorsed terms of reference, as required under the Local Government Act 1993 (‘the Act’) 
section 428A and the Guidelines for Risk Management and Internal Audit for Local Government in 
NSW (‘Guidelines’) issued by the OLG.  

Report 

The ARIC provides independent assurance to Council on governance, risk management, internal 
control, and continuous improvement matters as outlined under the ARIC Strategic Plan. The ARIC 
operates under a shared alliance model across six councils: Bland, Coolamon, Cootamundra-
Gundagai, Junee, Lockhart and Temora, supported by a shared Internal Audit Coordinator and 
Independent Chair. Council has appointed Cr Driscoll to be the Councillor observer on the 
Committee.  

The confirmed minutes of the ARIC meetings held on 4 December 2025 and 4 March 2026, and draft 
minutes for the meeting held on 3 June 2026 are attached to this report.  The draft minutes have 
been endorsed by the ARIC Chair for release.  Future ARIC minutes will be provided to Council after 
each meeting to keep the Council informed of the ARIC’s activities.  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

10 Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making. 

11 Our leadership is responsive, strategic and collaborative. 

12 Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 

The Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) is an advisory committee established by a 
Council endorsed terms of reference, as required under the Local Government Act 1993 (‘the Act’) 
section 428A and the Guidelines for Risk Management and Internal Audit for Local Government in 
NSW (‘Guidelines’) issued by the OLG.  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

• Operational Plan 2026/27 

Attachments 

• ARIC Minutes – 4 December 2025 

• ARIC Minutes – 4 March 2026 

• Draft ARIC Minutes – 3 June 2026 
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CR-2. MINUTES OF THE LOCKHART SHIRE COUNCIL TRAFFIC FORUM MEETING HELD ON 
15 JULY 2026 AT 11.30AM 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the minutes of the Lockhart Shire Council Traffic Forum meeting held on 15 July 
2026 at 11.30am. 

 
125/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Day and Walker that Council notes the minutes of the Lockhart 

Shire Council Traffic Forum meeting held on 15 July 2026 at 11.30am.  

Meeting Open: 11:32 AM 
Attendees:  Austin Morris  LSC 
 Rebecca Bavister LSC 
 Gerard Horsley NSW Police  (Via Teams) 
 Justin Knewstub NSW Police  (Via Teams) 
 Wade Sheales Transport for NSW (Via Teams) 
 Elizabeth Annetts LSC  (Minutes) 

1 Butch Menz Race 

SUMMARY 

Wagga Wagga Cycle Club held the Butch Menz Memorial Handicap Cycling Race on 12 July 2026. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Forum note the information. 

BACKGROUND 

Wagga Wagga Cycling Club requested consent to stage the Butch Menz Memorial Cycling Race on 
Sunday 12 July 2026.  
No objections were raised from Lockhart Shire Council or Transport for NSW and approval was 
issued on 15 May 2026 by NSW Police.  

DISCUSSION 

The race was held the past weekend on the 12th. Lockhart Shire Council received no subsequent 
communication from organisers.  

Site Location & Road Network 

 
LOCALITY MAP 
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Street Name The Rock Collingullie Road 

Section Humphreys Lane to Lockhart Collingullie Road 

Carriageway Width  
(m) kerb to kerb 

Variable 

Carriageway Type Two-way, one travel lane each direction  

Classification Local 

Speed limit (km/h) 100 

85th Percentile Speed (km/h) N/A 

Vehicles Per Day (vpd) N/A 

Heavy Vehicle Volume (%) N/A 

Parking Arrangements Nil 
TRAFFIC & ROAD DATA 

ATTACHMENTS 

• Application from Wagga Wagga Cycling Club Inc. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

CONCLUSION 

The forum notes the information without comment.  

2 The Rock Night Markets 

SUMMARY 

The Country Makers Markets requests approval to hold night markets at The Rock.  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council approve the request, subject to provision of relevant insurances.  

BACKGROUND 

The Country Makers Markets have previously held market in Urana Street, The Rock. They have 
requested to hold the markets at night on 14 November 2026. The markets will have market stalls, 
kids’ entertainment, live music and food vans.  
Site Location & Road Network 

 
LOCALITY MAP 
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Street Name Urana Street The Rock 

Section Emily to John Street 

Carriageway Width  
(m) kerb to kerb 

Variable 

Carriageway Type Two-way, one travel lane each direction, kerbside parking both 
sides  

Classification Local 

Speed limit (km/h) 50 

85th Percentile Speed (km/h) N/A 

Vehicles Per Day (vpd) N/A 

Heavy Vehicle Volume (%) N/A 

Parking Arrangements Unrestricted parking, 90-degree parking 
TRAFFIC & ROAD DATA 

ATTACHMENTS 

• Application from Country Maker Markets 

• TGS  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council will assist with Road Closure from existing budgets. 

CONCLUSION  

The forum noted the application without further comment. 

3 Disability Parking Space – Lockhart Early Learning Centre 

SUMMARY 

Lockhart Early Learning Centre (LELC) have requested the installation of a disabled parking space 
at the entrance to the facility.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council install R5-10 (L) and (R) and associated stencil in accordance with Australian 
Standard 2890.   

BACKGROUND 

Staff from the Lockhart Early Learning Centre (LELC) have requested the installation of a disabled 
parking space at the entrance to the facility. The LELC is a new facility run by Lockhart Shire. The 
parking is currently 90° parking on the northern side of Drummond Street. The parking space will be 
adjacent the existing pedestrian ramp.  

DISCUSSION 

Recommendation that Council should be mindful of Australian standards for time limits on disabled 
parking spaces as well as potential impacts on availability of parking. Council noted current use of 
the street parking outside the Early Learning Centre is unlikely to be impacted negatively by the 
installation of a disabled parking space.  
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Site Location & Road Network 

 
LOCALITY MAP 

 

Street Name Hebden Street 

Section Fronting LELC 

Carriageway Width  
(m) kerb to kerb 

20m 

Carriageway Type Two-way, one travel lane each direction, kerbside parking both 
sides  

Classification Local 

Speed limit (km/h) 50 

85th Percentile Speed (km/h) N/A 

Vehicles Per Day (vpd) N/A 

Heavy Vehicle Volume (%) N/A 

Parking Arrangements Unrestricted parking, 90-degree parking 
TRAFFIC & ROAD DATA 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Installation of signs and line marking will be from Council’s existing budgets.  

CONCLUSION  

Council will proceed with the installation of the disabled parking space in accordance with Australian 
Standards. 

Next Meeting: To be confirmed. A calendar invite will be sent by Council.  
  



Ordinary Meeting – 17 August 2026 

Minutes  Page 13 

  ______________________________  
 CHAIRPERSON 

DELEGATES’ REPORTS 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Delegates’ reports, 1 and 2, be received and noted. 
 
126/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mathews and Driscoll that the Delegates’ reports, 1 and 2, be 

received and noted. 

DR-1. GREENS GUNYAH MUSEUM MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 22 JULY 2026 
The Greens Gunyah Management meeting was held to review key developments and plan future 
strategies for improvement. This report highlights the main discussions, decisions, and outcomes 
from the meeting. 

Key Matters Discussed: 
• Maintenance and Repairs: 

Maintenance issues were reviewed, with actions identified to address current concerns and 
prevent future problems. 

• New Acquisitions and Displays: 
Discussion was held regarding new acquisitions, including the baptismal font from the Boree 
Creek Shared Church. Further historical research will be undertaken to document its 
background and significance. 

• Mrs Bolger’s Buggy: 
Arrangements were made for the collection of Mrs Bolger’s buggy. 

• Collections and Conservation: 
Updates were provided regarding ongoing collections management and conservation 
activities. 

• New Greens Gunyah Museum Website and Brochure: 
Progress on the new Museum website and brochure was reviewed. Approval has been given 
to proceed with updates, and the Committee is currently waiting for the designer, who is based 
in The Rock, to present the proposed changes. 

• New Merchandise: 
Museum tea towels have arrived and are now available. The new tea towels feature labels 
from Hume Cordials bottles. 

Cr F Day OAM 
Delegate 
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DR-2. RIVERINA WATER BOARD MEETING HELD 29 JUNE 2026 
Cr Gail Driscoll, Council’s representative to Riverina Water, and Chairperson of the Board, has 
provided the attached Update to Constituent Councils from Riverina Water which is a summary of 
the key reports from its Board meeting held on 29 June 2026. 

The update informs constituent councils on relevant matters including water usage, development and 
growth, documents and policies in development, strategies and plans and other major decisions.  

Attachment 

• Update to Constituent Councils – 29 June 2026 
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OUTSTANDING RESOLUTIONS REPORT AND PRÉCIS OF 
CORRESPONDENCE ISSUED 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Outstanding Resolutions Report and Correspondence Précis be received and noted. 

 
127/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Jones and Driscoll that Outstanding Resolutions Report and 

Correspondence Précis be received and noted. 
 

Status Report: Council Resolutions and Tasks to be finalised. 
 

Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 20 July 2026 

118/26 GM Deed of Gift – Magnolia Lodge 
That Council: 
1. Receive and note Respect Group 

Limited's correspondence dated 30 April 
2026 regarding the Magnolia Lodge Deed 
of Gift.  

2. In principle, support Respect Group 
Limited retaining ownership of the 
existing Independent Living Units for the 
purpose of supporting workforce 
accommodation, subject to the 
completion of Council's due diligence 
regarding the current and future demand 
for Independent Living Units within 
Lockhart.  

3. Request the General Manager to 
commence discussions with Respect 
Group Limited regarding the transfer of 
the undeveloped vacant portion of the 
land back to Lockhart Shire Council.  

4. Request the General Manager to obtain 
professional advice and a cost estimate 
for the subdivision of the land to enable 
the existing Independent Living Units to 
remain with Respect Group Limited and 
the balance of the vacant land to be 
transferred back to Council. 

10/8/2026 – GM wrote to the CEO of 
Respect Group Ltd on 30 July 2026 
advising of Council Resolution 118/26 
and sought further information 
regarding the current utilisation of the 
ILUs. 
Proposals have been requested to 
subdivide the land. 

114/26 DE Footpath Masterplan and Cost Recovery 
Policy 
That Council endorses the Lockhart Shire 
Council Footpath Masterplan and Cost 
Recovery Policy. 

10/8/2026 – Masterplan and policy 
adopted at July meeting. 
Complete. 

112/26 DE Under-Awning Lighting 
That Council takes no action regarding the 
replacement of legacy lighting in Green Street, 
Lockhart. 

13/8/2026 – Essential Energy have 
been notified of Council’s decision. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

110/26 GM Riverina Regional Library – Deed of 
Agreement 2026-2030 
That: 
1. Council authorise the Riverina Regional 

Library Deed of Agreement for the period 1 
July 2026 to 30 June 2030 to be executed 
under the Common Seal of Council;  

2. Council authorise the Mayor and General 
Manager to sign all documentation 
necessary to give effect to the execution of 
the Deed; and  

3. Staff conduct a thorough review of library 
services that may be provided that is more 
cost effective to Council in the next 12 
months 

10/8/2026 – Mayor and General 
Manager executed the RRL Deed of 
Agreement 2026 to 2030 under 
Council’s Common Seal on 28 July 
2026. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 15 June 2026 

96/26 MCTED Lockhart Residential Subdivisions – 
Marketing Proposals 
That Council: 
1. Appoint McGrath Riverina as the selling 

agent for the new residential lots in 
Prichard Street, Veneris Street and Grinter 
Place to be sold under Auction in Spring 
2026 

2. Retain Lot 3 Grinter Place and Lot 7 
Veneris Street at this time. 

3. Council undertakes preliminary discussions 
with Lockhart and District Financial 
Services (Bendigo Bank) to provide 
housing for essential workers on one of the 
above lots, under a potential partnership 
arrangement. 

14/7/2026 
1.  Marketing agreements have been 

exchanged and signed. 
2.  Complete. 
3.  Ongoing 

89/26 DE Policy Review – Policy 2.50 Low Pressure 
Sewer Systems 
That: 
1. Determination of the fee be put on hold 

until information regarding original 
ownership can be provided. 

2. Draft Policy 2.50 be placed on public 
exhibition for a further 28-day period. 

13/8/2026 – List of original owners 
being collated. 
14/07/2026 – Report being prepared. 

84/26 DCCS Request for Financial Assistance – The 
Rock Recreation Ground Management 
Committee 
That Council provides financial assistance of 
$9,000.00 to The Rock Recreation Ground 
Management Committee from the 2026/2027 
s356 Donations Budget. 

12/8/2026 Awaiting receipt of invoice 
to enable payment. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 May 2026 

78/26 GM Financial Sustainability and Potential 
Special Rate Variation 
That Council: 
1. Receives and notes the report “Financial 

Sustainability and Potential Special Rate 
Variation”; 

2. Notes Council’s current financial position 
including the operating result and key 
performance indicators; 

3. Proceeds to Community Consultation for a 
Special Rate Variation based on a 20% 
increase in 2027/28 and 2028/29, resulting 
in a permanent cumulative 44% increase; 
and 

4. Requests a report back to Council following 
the Community Consultation regarding the 
potential Special Rate Variation. 

10/6/2026 – “A Letter to Our 
Community” from all councillors and 
Proposed SRV information booklet 
issued to all ratepayers on 4 June 
2026.  Community consultation drop-in 
sessions scheduled for The Rock 
(16/6), Lockhart (17/6), Yerong Creek 
(18/6) and Pleasant Hills (19/6) and 
promoted in the SRV booklet, 
Council’s website and Facebook page. 
14/7/2026 – Community consultation 
Drop-in sessions were held as 
scheduled across the Shire.  
Feedback and submissions received 
from ratepayers regarding the 
proposed SRV are being collated with 
a report to be presented to Council at 
the September meeting. 

72/26 DE Proposed Road Closure and Sale of Land, 
The Rock 
That Council: 
a) Proceed with public notification of the 

intention to close and sell the unnamed 
lane between The Rock Mangoplah Road 
and Bulloc Hill Road; and 

b) Receive a further report at the completion 
of the notification period. 

26/05/26 Notification in progress.  
14/07/26 Notifiable Authorities 
contacted, newspaper ad has been 
placed.  

Ordinary Council Meeting held 20 April 2026 

59/26 GM Naming of Public Open Space – Between 
97 and 109 Green Street, Lockhart 
That Council:   
1. Adopts the name “Cornell Place” for the 

public space between 97 and 109 Green 
Street, Lockhart; and  

2. Submits a road naming proposal in line 
with item (1) above to the Geographical 
Names Board. 

14/5/2026 Place Naming Proposal in 
progress with Geographical Names 
Board. 

57/26 DE Review of Footpath Master Plan 
That Council:  
a) endorse the public exhibition of the 

Lockhart Shire Council Footpath 
Masterplan.  

b) Place the draft Cost Recovery Policy on 
public exhibition for a period of no less than 
28 days and a further report be presented 
to Council at the end of the exhibition 
period. 

14/5/2026 Currently on exhibition. 
15/7/2026 – Refer Staff Report 5 July 
2026.  
20/7/2026 Adopted.  Complete. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 March 2026 

38/26 GM/DPE Request for Funding Assistance – Lockhart 
Progress Association 
That Council: 
1. Approves a one-off financial contribution of 

$852.50 (GST Inclusive) to the Lockhart 
Progress Association to support the 
installation of signage for the Lockhart 
Craft Shop (“Crafty Corner”) subject to 
approval by Council’s Heritage Advisor. 

2. Allocates the funding from the Section 356 
Donations 2025/26 Budget. 

15/4/2026 Approved by Heritage 
advisor – payment to be made. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 February 2026 

27/26 DCCS Sale of Property to Murrumbidgee Local 
Health District 
That Council: 
1. In accordance with section 55 (3) (b) of the 

Local Government Act NSW 1993, 
authorise the General Manager to sell 
6 Drummond Street, Lockhart to the NSW 
Government Ministry of Health 
(Murrumbidgee Local Health District). 

2. Accepts the sale price as determined by 
the independent valuer of $620,000 for 
6 Drummond Street, Lockhart. 

3. Authorises the General Manager to 
execute all documentation associated with 
the sale of 6 Drummond Street, Lockhart. 

11/2/2026 – Closed Session Staff 
Report 15. 
11/3/2026 – Awaiting further 
information from MLHD. 
25/3/2026 - The MLHD Executive has 
put purchase on hold while they 
review their district-wide 
accommodation requirements. 
22/6/2026 - waiting on advice from the 
ministry as to the availability of any 
funding for acquisitions next financial 
year. (2026/27). 

23/26 DCCS Sale of Land – 65 Nicholas St, The Rock 
That Council: 
1. Approve the sale of the vacant land located 

at 65 Nicholas Street, The Rock; 
2. Undertake the sale via tender and 

executed by Friedlieb Fox McLeod 
Lockhart; and 

3. Authorise the General Manager to execute 
all necessary documentation associated 
with the sale. 

1/6/26 – Out on Tender until 30 June 
2026 
30/6/2026 – One tender received and 
has been declined. 
10/8/2026 – Property to be listed for 
sale on the open market via a real 
estate agency. 

14/26 DE Closure and Sale of Road – Aumanns Lane 
That Council: 
a) Proceeds with the closure of Aumanns 

Lane, The Rock; 
b) Advises relevant parties of the above 

decision; 
c) Prepares all documents and submit a 

notice to be published in the NSW 
Government Gazette; 

d) Proceed with the sale of the land at a value 
to be determined by a land valuer. 

11/3/2026 In progress. 
15/4/2026 Relevant parties have been 
advised. 
26/5/2026 Survey documents being 
prepared.  
14/7/2026 Survey to be done in 
conjunction with unnamed road 
closure. 
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Minute 
No: 

Officer 
to Action Council Resolution Status Update 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 November 2025 

172/25 GM Notice of Motion – Christmas Decorations 
That Council commit to shire-wide Christmas 
display (main avenues in each town) each 
year erected and managed by council 
commencing 2025. 

11/2/26 – Strategy to be developed in 
consultation with community 
organisations. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 17 March 2025 

38/25 DPE Proposed Acquisition of Land at The Rock 
1. Council proceeds with the purchasing of 

the land known as Lot 2, DP1196082 
Burkes Street, The Rock and authorise the 
General Manager to negotiate the sale with 
the current landowner; and 

2. Council withdraws the current 
Development Application for the installation 
of a car park at Lot 2, DP1196082 Burkes 
Street, The Rock; and 

3. Concept plans with Council’s preferred 
option(s) for the use of the site be 
developed and be presented at a future 
Council meeting. 

Awaiting updated valuation for the 
property in order to proceed with the 
purchase.  
15/4/2026 Solicitor preparing 
contracts. 
10/8/2026 – Contracts for the 
purchase of the property exchanged 
on 30 July 2026.  Settlement due to 
take place on 27 August 2026. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 15 April 2024 

65/24 DCCS/ 
DPE 

Housing Initiatives and Opportunities for 
Council 
1. Development applications be prepared for 

the construction of two x three-bedroom 
units on an allotment in each of the two 
proposed subdivisions in Prichard Place, 
Lockhart. 

2. A development application be prepared for 
the construction of a single dwelling house 
on 65 Nicholas Street, The Rock for staff 
accommodation. 

3. Council endorses an approach being made 
to Transport for NSW regarding availability 
to purchase Lots 4/5 and 7/8 Section 14, 
Nicholas Street, The Rock. 

1.  Council staff member to draw plans 
and present to an upcoming 
Council meeting for comments. 

2.  11/3/2026 Superseded by 
Resolution 23/26.  
16/2/2026 Refer to Staff Report 13 
(March Business Paper). 

3. Transport for NSW (TfNSW) 
advises there is a pause on 
disposal of land which has been in 
place for over 12 months. TfNSW 
are unsure of timeframe. TfNSW 
indicated we can work in the 
background in preparation for when 
the TfNSW “pause” changes. 

Ordinary Council Meeting held 18 September 2023 

163/23 DCCS Magnolia Lodge and Youth Flats 
Concept plans be prepared for the 
development of additional accommodation on 
the Magnolia Lodge site in Green Street and 
the Youth Flats site in Drummond Street 
Lockhart to facilitate further investigation and 
negotiation with the NSW Land and Housing 
Corporation. 

 
MANEX is reviewing the criteria of the 
Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure (Homes NSW) “in 
principle” support. 
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Correspondence Received 

Date sent to 
Councillors 

From Subject 

27 July 2026 Country Mayors 
Association 

Media Release – Federation Compact – Financial Assistance 
Grants 

4 August 2026 General Manager Special Rate Variation – Upcoming Schedule 
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STAFF REPORTS 

Strategic Direction 1:  Community 
A vibrant, connected community with opportunities for all. 
 
SR-1. AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS 2027 

(GM: 26/7738) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

1. Advertises on social media and in the Shire Newsletter for a host organisation for the 2027 
Australia Day commemorations; and 

2. Determines the composition of the Australia Day Awards Committee for the 2027 awards. 
 
128/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Mathews that Council: 

1. Advertises on social media and in the Shire Newsletter for a host organisation for the 2027 
Australia Day commemorations; and 

2. That the Australia Day Awards Committee for the 2027 awards be Cr Mathews (Ward A), 
Cr Hunter (Ward B if available, otherwise Cr Walker), and Cr Driscoll (Ward C). 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to outline the arrangements for the 2027 Australia Day 
commemorations and the Australia Day Awards nomination process. 

Background Information 

Australia Day will be celebrated on Tuesday, 26 January 2027. 

In recent years the Council’s Australia Day celebrations have been held at: 

2026 The Rock Golf Club & Showground 

2025 Yerong Creek Hall 

2024 The Rock Recreation Ground 

2023 Lockhart Swimming Pool (hosted by the Lockhart Football & Netball Club) 

2022 Pleasant Hills Recreation Ground 

2021 Yerong Creek Public Hall 

2020 The Rock Swimming Pool (hosted by The Rock Recreation Ground Management Committee) 

2019 Lockhart Swimming Pool (hosted by the Lockhart Football & Netball Club) 

It is proposed that nominations be invited for the following categories by the closing date of Monday, 
2 November 2026: 

1. Citizen of the Year  

2. Young Citizen of the Year  

3. Sportsperson of the Year  

4. Australia Day Award 

5. Student Achiever Awards 

6. Discretionary Award 

A notice will be placed in Council’s September and October Community Newsletters, posted on 
Council’s website and the Lockhart Community Facebook page as well as placed in numerous shop 
windows in the Shire. 
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It has been Council’s practice to appoint an Australia Day Awards Committee to consider the 
nominations received and make recommendations to Council. Last year the Awards Committee 
comprised Councillors Mathews, Hunter and Driscoll. 

Council provides a subsidy to the host organisation of $3,500 to put on the event which also provides 
a fundraising opportunity for the organisation. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

2 Celebrate diversity and strengthen inclusion for all. 

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 

Nil. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Provision has been made in Council’s 2026/27 Operational Plan Budget for the hosting of the 2027 
Australia Day commemorations and Awards ceremony. 

Attachments 

Nil 
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SR-2. REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE – THE ROCK SWIMMING CLUB 
(DCCS: 26/7880) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 
1. Approves financial assistance of $3,090.90 (ex GST); and 
2. Allocates the funding from the section 356 budget allocation. 

 
129/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Marston that Council: 

1. Approves financial assistance of $3,090.90 (ex GST); and 
2. Allocates the funding from the section 356 budget allocation. 

Executive Summary 

A request for financial assistance has been received from The Rock Swimming Club. 

Report 

A request has been received from The Rock Swimming Club to assist in funding new lane ropes for 
The Rock swimming pool. 

The Rock Swimming club has been successful in receiving a Fluidra Matched Funding Giveaway 
which will go towards the purchase of new lane ropes. Fluidra will contribute $2,000.  

The current lane ropes are worn and dangerous to install. 

While The Rock Swimming Club has very limited funds, they are seeking financial assistance from 
Council to fund the balance as new lane ropes would enhance the Council-owned facility.  

The Rock Swimming Club would prefer the Quote 2 for the125mm option as the bigger the size the 
better in reduction of wash between swimmers. This option will also be more attractive for when 
clubs/schools are looking for venues for swimming carnivals. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

2  Celebrate diversity and strengthen inclusion for all. 

3  Promote active and safe lifestyles and quality health and community services. 

Legislative Policy and Planning Implications 

Section 356 of the Local Government Act states that a council may, in accordance with a resolution 
of the Council, contribute money or otherwise grant financial assistance to persons for the purpose of 
exercising its functions”. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 

Council includes an annual allocation in its budget for contributions to community groups and 
individuals pursuant to Section 356 of the Local Government Act.  

There is currently $16,800 of available funds remaining in the S356 budget allocation. 

 

Attachments 

• Request for financial assistance. 
• Letter of Support 
• Quotes  

Section 356 Contributions
2026/27 

SUBSIDIES
Pleasant Hills Community Hotel 6,000$              
Lions Club Lockhart - Recycling 3,200$              
Spirit of the Land Festival 15,000$            
Res 84/26-The Rock Recreation Ground-Batteries 9,000$              

Unallocated available funds 16,800$            
1020-2308-0000 50,000$            
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Strategic Direction 2:  Economy 
A diverse, thriving economy providing employment and growth. 
 
Nil. 
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Strategic Direction 3:  Environment 
Sustainable stewardship of our natural and built environments. 
 
SR-3. ENGINEERING REPORT 

(DE) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the information provided in the Engineering report including updates on works 
delivery, and capital projects. 

 
130/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Mathews that Council notes the information provided 

in the Engineering report including updates on works delivery, and capital projects. 

Executive Summary 

Monthly report on engineering matters. 

Background Information 

Works Delivery Update 

Regional Roads – Routine Maintenance 

Routine maintenance activities have continued across the regional road network. Works have 
focused on maintaining road safety, reliability and serviceability. 

Activities undertaken during the reporting period included signage repairs and replacements, 
vegetation control, pothole patching and general roadside maintenance. Routine inspections and 
reactive maintenance continue to be prioritised based on road condition, safety risks and available 
resources. 

Local Sealed Roads – Routine Maintenance 

Targeted maintenance activities have continued across the local sealed road network to preserve 
pavement condition and minimise further deterioration. 

Works undertaken during the reporting period included minor pavement repairs, signage 
maintenance, roadside pavement condition, risk. 

Local Unsealed Roads 

The maintenance grading program has commenced for the 2026/27 year. 

Following the budget constraints experienced during the previous financial year, grading activities 
are being prioritised based on our revised grading program and community access requirements. 
The program will continue to be monitored throughout the year to ensure available resources are 
directed towards the highest-priority roads. 

Emergency and reactive maintenance works will continue where required to address immediate 
safety and access issues. 

Additional maintenance activities during the reporting period included drainage improvements and 
targeted gravel patching to address localised pavement failures. 

Capital Works Program 

Council's capital works program for 2026/27 is progressing, with several projects either continuing 
from the previous financial year or commencing as part of the new annual works program. 

Harry Davies Drive 

Road pavement construction works are completed, with water infrastructure currently being installed. 
Sewer and power to commence in the coming months. 

Wet weather has impacted the construction program and resulted in some delays. Works will 
continue as site conditions allow, with the project being monitored against the approved program  
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Prichard Street Development 

The Prichard Street development is nearing completion.  Works completed to date include: 

• Site clearing 

• Bulk earthworks 

• Stormwater infrastructure 

• Kerb and gutter construction 

• Road pavement construction 

• Water infrastructure 

• Sewer infrastructure 

Electrical infrastructure installation is currently under way, with the remaining works progressing 
towards project completion. 

Osborne Yerong Creek Road – Pavement Reconstruction 

Reconstruction works have commenced east of the County Boundary Road, continuing the works 
undertaken during the 2024/25 financial year. 

The project is progressing as part of Council's ongoing capital road rehabilitation program, with 
works focused on improving pavement condition, road width and long-term serviceability. 

Vincent Road – Resheet and Stabilisation Trial 

Resheeting works have been completed on Vincent Road. 

A section of the road has also undergone stabilisation treatment as a trial. The trial will allow Council 
to assess the performance and suitability of stabilisation treatments on local unsealed roads and 
determine whether the treatment may provide a cost-effective maintenance solution for other roads 
within the network. 

Osborne Pleasant Hills Road – Resheet 

Resheeting works have been undertaken on Osborne Pleasant Hills Road to improve pavement 
condition, rideability and all-weather access. 

The works form part of Council's ongoing program to improve the condition and resilience of the local 
unsealed road network. 

Summary 

The 2026/27 financial year has commenced with the Works Delivery team focused on progressing 
the approved capital works program while recommencing the annual maintenance grading program 
across the unsealed road network. 

Routine and reactive maintenance activities will continue across the regional and local road 
networks, with works prioritised according to risk, road condition, safety and community access 
requirements. 

A key focus for the new financial year will be the effective management of available maintenance 
and capital funding. Council will continue to monitor project expenditure, delivery timeframes and 
resource requirements to ensure works are delivered efficiently and provide the best possible 
outcomes for the community. 

Capital projects currently under construction will continue to be progressed, with weather conditions, 
contractor performance, resource availability and budget performance monitored throughout the 
reporting period. 

Workforce capacity and staff retention will also remain a key consideration for the Works Delivery 
Department. Retaining experienced staff and maintaining a stable workforce is important to 
preserving operational knowledge, supporting productivity and ensuring Council has the capacity to 
deliver its maintenance and capital works programs. Workforce requirements will continue to be 
monitored throughout the year, with a focus on maintaining a safe, productive and sustainable 
working environment. 
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Parks & Gardens 

Staff have continued winter maintenance across the Shire's parks and gardens, with crews focusing 
on weeding, pruning, shaping and general garden upkeep.  Rose pruning will commence soon and 
continue into early August along with fertilising and mulching.  

Routine maintenance has also been carried out at Council's pool facilities to ensure they remain in 
good condition throughout the off-season works including, running of new chemical supply lines to 
pool dosing units, bearing replacement on pool pumps, weekly pool testing and water treatment 
along with routine cleaning of pools and surrounds  

New lighting has been installed in the BBQ area at Wal Alexander Park, Lockhart, improving visibility 
and enhancing the space for community use. 

Broadleaf spraying has been undertaken across Council's irrigated areas to assist with weed control 
and maintain healthy turf. 

Roadside mowing has slowed due to seasonal conditions. However, crews continue to undertake 
mowing when weather conditions allow. 

Installation of bollards and chain fencing has been completed at the Brookong Shadows Walking 
Track to prevent unauthorised vehicle access and help protect the area. 

Winter tree pruning continues across the Shire, with works being carried out as part of Council's 
ongoing tree maintenance program. 

Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 

The delivery of road maintenance and capital works is in accordance with: 

• Local Government Act 1993 

• Roads Act 1993 

• Council’s adopted Asset Management Plans and Operational Plan 2025-2026 

Community Strategic Plan 2036 

7 Protect and enhance our natural yet changing environment. 

8 Plan, develop, and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces. 

11 Our leadership is responsive, strategic and collaborative. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 

All works undertaken are within the approved 2026-2027 capital works and maintenance budgets. 

Attachments 

Nil.  
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SR-4. PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
(DPE) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council notes the information provided in the Planning and Environment report. 

 
131/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Marston that Council notes the information provided 

in the Planning and Environment report. 

Executive Summary 

Monthly report on priority weeds, environmental matters and development approvals. 

Background Information 

Biosecurity 
WEEDS - Control Program 

Priority has been given to the control of African boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum), Bridal creeper 
(Asparagus asparagoides), Horehound (Marrubium vulgare) and Sweet briar (Rosa rubiginosa) on 
roadside reserves and council managed land. 

Thomas Lane and The Rock Mangoplah Road were inspected for African boxthorn (Lycium 
ferocissimum). Infestations were controlled. 

Milbrulong township, Pleasant Hills township, Yerong Creek township, The Rock Collingullie Road, 
and The Rock Mangoplah Road were inspected for Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides). 
Infestations were controlled. 

Jim McDonnells Lane, Lieschkes Lane, Milbrulong township, Pleasant Hills township, and Soldier 
Settlement Road were inspected for Horehound (Marrubium vulgare). Infestations were controlled. 

Yerong Creek township was inspected for Sweet briar (Rosa rubiginosa). Infestations were 
controlled. 

Development Approvals 
This report advises of the Development Application Approvals for July 2026 

Development Activity Table 
DA/CDC 
No. 

Development Site of 
Development 

Applicant Determination Estimated 
Value of 
Development 

DA54/26 Dwelling and 
detached shed 

25 Prichard Place,  
Lockhart 

R Grieve  Approved – Council staff 
under delegated authority 

$ 900,000.00 

DA62/26 New Dwelling 14 King Street,  
The Rock 

W McIndoe Approved – Council staff 
under delegated authority 

$ 691,600.00 

DA65/26 Alterations and 
additions to 
existing building 

60 Terlichs Lane,  
Milbrulong 

D Sly Approved – Council staff 
under delegated authority 

$ 208,950.00 

DA68/26 Installation of a 
manufactured 
home 

49 Plunkett Street,  
Yerong Creek 

TS Knobel Approved – Council staff 
under delegated authority 

$ 315,000.00 

Total:     $ 2,115,550.00 

Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 

Weed inspections and associated activities are carried out in accordance the Biosecurity Act 2015 
and associated regulations. 

Development applications are processed under the provisions of the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979. 
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Community Strategic Plan 2035 

7 Protect and enhance our natural yet changing environment.  

8 Plan, develop and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 

Will be conducted within Council’s allocated budget. 

Attachments 

Nil.  
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Crs Driscoll and Marston declared a significant, non-pecuniary interest in the following report and 
remained in the Chamber during debate and voting. 
 
SR-5. DA04/27 – CONSTRUCTION OF TWO (2) NEW COLORBOND SHEDS – 6 NICHOLAS STREET, 

THE ROCK  
(DPE: 26/7661) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council:  
1. Approve the request for variation to the shed height control applied by the Lockhart 

Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP).  
2. Subject to receiving approval from Essential Energy, approve Development Application 04/27 

for the construction of two (2) new colorbond sheds at 6 Nicholas Street, The Rock, subject to 
conditions as outlined in the attached Section 4.15 assessment report. 

 
132/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mathews and Walker that Council:  

1. Approve the request for variation to the shed height control applied by the Lockhart 
Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP).  

2. Subject to receiving approval from Essential Energy, approve Development Application 04/27 
for the construction of two (2) new colorbond sheds at 6 Nicholas Street, The Rock, subject to 
conditions as outlined in the attached Section 4.15 assessment report. 

For: Cr Marston, Cr Day, Cr Driscoll, Cr Mathews, Cr Jones, Cr Walker and Cr Sharp. 
Against: Nil. 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a request for variation to the building controls in the Lockhart Development 
Control Plan 2016 (DCP), for the proposed construction of two (2) new colorbond sheds at 
6 Nicholas Street, The Rock. 

Background Information 

 In conjunction with Development Application 04/27, Council has received a request for variation to 
the shed height control applied by the Lockhart Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP), for the 
proposed construction of two (2) new colorbond sheds at 6 Nicholas Street, The Rock.  

The applicant seeks approval for the construction of two new colorbond sheds. The first proposed 
shed is 10 metres by 24 metres in size with a wall height of 4.3 metres and an overall height of 5.182 
metres.  This proposed shed’s wall and overall height are both over the maximum heights specified 
in the Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP). The DCP specifies that sheds in the 
villages can only have a maximum wall height of 3.1 metres and a maximum overall height of 4.5 
metres.  

The applicant has advised that the reason for the proposed shed height is because a hoist is 
proposed to be used in it. The shed will also be used to store a caravan, a truck that is used as part 
of the owner’s work, and to provide additional residential storage.  

Adjoining owners of the development site have been notified of the proposed development due to the 
height of the proposed shed. At the time of writing this report Council has not received any 
submissions. The notification period concludes on 14 August, and a verbal update will be provided at 
the Council meeting if any submissions are received. 

Due to the proximity of the electricity infrastructure (i.e. power pole and power line) to the proposed 
shed, Council has referred the application to Essential Energy. At the time of writing this report 
Council staff have not heard back from Essential Energy. A verbal update will be provided at the 
Council meeting if comments on the development are received by Essential Energy.  

 The proposed development is permissible with consent under the Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 
2012 and complies with the relevant clauses and controls listed in the Lockhart Local Environmental 
Plan 2012 and Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016, excluding the sheds in village areas 
controls. For more detailed information regarding compliance with the applicable clauses and 
controls please refer to the attached 4.15 Assessment report. 
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The second proposed shed is 10 metres by 10 metres with a 2.7 metre wall height and an overall 
height of 3.318 metres. This proposed shed does comply with the relevant controls listed in the DCP 
and as a result would normally be approved under staff delegation.  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

7 Protect and enhance our natural yet changing environment.  

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 

• Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 

• Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 2012. 

• Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil. 

Attachments 

• Site Plan 

• Shed Plans 

• Section 4.15 Assessment 
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SR-6. DA66/26 – CONSTRUCTION OF NEW DWELLING AND SHED – 18-20 OSBORNE STREET, 
LOCKHART  

(DPE: 26/7672) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council:  
1. Approve the request for variations to the front building line setback control and to the shed 

height controls applied by the Lockhart Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP).  
2. Approve Development Application 66/26 for the construction of a new dwelling and shed at 

18-20 Osborne Street, Lockhart, subject to conditions as outlined in the attached Section 4.15 
assessment report. 

 
133/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Jones and Mathews that Council:  

1. Approve the request for variations to the front building line setback control and to the shed 
height controls applied by the Lockhart Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP).  

2. Approve Development Application 66/26 for the construction of a new dwelling and shed at 18-
20 Osborne Street, Lockhart, subject to conditions as outlined in the attached Section 4.15 
assessment report. 

For: Cr Marston, Cr Day, Cr Driscoll, Cr Mathews, Cr Jones, Cr Walker and Cr Sharp. 
Against: Nil. 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a request for variation to the building controls relating to front building line 
setbacks and shed heights in the Lockhart Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP), for the proposed 
installation of a new dwelling at 18-20 Osborne Street, Lockhart. 

Background Information 

 In conjunction with Development Application 66/26, Council has received a request for variation to 
the front building line setback for a proposed new dwelling and the shed height controls applied by 
the Lockhart Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP), at 18-20 Osborne Street, Lockhart.  

The application proposes that the Osborne Street front setback be 7 metres. Control 2.1 Front 
setbacks of the Residential and Village Development section in the DCP states that: 

The following front setbacks apply to a new dwelling house with frontage to a primary 
road: 
• The average distance of the setbacks of the nearest two dwelling houses having a 

boundary with the same primary road and located within 40 metres of the lot on 
which the dwelling house is to be erected; 

• In the case where two dwelling houses are not located within 40m of the lot: 
o A front setback of 4.5 metres applies, if the lot has an area of at least 450m2 

but less than 900m2 and any attached garage is set back a minimum of 
1 metre behind the front of the dwelling; or 

o A front setback of 6.5 metres applies, if the lot has an area of at least 900m2 
but less than 1500m2;  or 

o A front setback of 10 metres, if the lot has an area of 1500m2 or greater. 

The Lockhart DCP provides for efficient development controls that positively respond to the 
character of existing villages.  The ‘Residential and Village Development’ chapter applies building 
line setbacks to allow for correct siting of buildings relative to each other, the public domain and 
natural features, while also maintaining safety, privacy, noise amelioration, views, streetscape, 
provision of services, retention of vegetation and protection of sensitive areas.  

The allotment is a corner block located on the southern side of the railway line. To comply with the 
DCP control the minimum front setback is required to be 10 metres as the allotment is larger than 
1500m2 and there are not two houses within 40 metres of the lot. The reason for the variation for the 
front building line setback is to maximise the open space in the backyard for the proposed shed and 
a swimming pool in the near future. The setback from the secondary road is compliant.  
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Impacts on street aesthetics 
The subject allotment is currently vacant and is located on a corner allotment.  The proposed new 
dwelling is unlikely to have a negative impact to the streetscape, given that surrounding allotments 
are vacant and the contemporary design will positively influence the street scape. 

Objectives of the control requirements 
The proposed new dwelling and shed are not expected to have any significant impact with respect to 
the public domain and natural features, safety, privacy, noise amelioration, views, provision of 
services, retention of vegetation and protection of sensitive areas. The applicant has provided 
several examples along the street where the setback is similar to the proposed setback seeking 
approval as part of this development. 

The proposed shed that has also been applied for under the subject development application does 
not comply with clause number 4, sheds in village areas, in the Residential and Village Development 
section of the DCP. More specifically the development does not comply with the following: 

“The height of sheds is to be a maximum of 3.1 metres, measured from the surrounding 
finished ground level to the top of the gutter, and 4.5 metres, measured from the 
surrounding ground level to the highest point of the shed.” 

The proposed overall shed height is approximately 7 metres due to the higher walls. The variation to 
the shed height is required for the storage of a caravan, amongst other things, in addition the steep 
roof with a pitch of 22 degrees is designed to match the new dwelling which adds to the height.  

The Development Application was notified to adjoining owners due to the proposed variations to the 
DCP and no submissions were received throughout the notification period. 

The proposed development is permissible with consent under the Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 
2012 and complies with the relevant clauses and controls listed in the Lockhart Local Environmental 
Plan 2012 and Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016, excluding the front setback and 
sheds in village areas controls. For more detailed information regarding compliance with the 
applicable clauses and controls please refer to the attached 4.15 Assessment report. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

7 Protect and enhance our natural yet changing environment.  

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 

• Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 

• Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 2012. 

• Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016  

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil. 

Attachments 

• Site Plan 

• Plans for Dwelling and Shed 

• Section 4.15 Assessment 
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SR-7. DA63/26 – CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SHED – 10 ROCKLIFF COURT, LOCKHART  
(DPE: 26/7715) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council:  
1. Approve the request for variation to the shed height control applied by the Lockhart 

Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP).  
2. Approve Development Application 63/26 for the construction of a new shed at 10 Rockliff 

Court, Lockhart, subject to conditions as outlined in the attached Section 4.15 assessment 
report. 

 
134/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Walker and Marston that Council:  

1. Approve the request for variation to the shed height control applied by the Lockhart 
Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP).  

2. Approve Development Application 63/26 for the construction of a new shed at 10 Rockliff Court, 
Lockhart, subject to conditions as outlined in the attached Section 4.15 assessment report. 

For: Cr Marston, Cr Day, Cr Driscoll, Cr Mathews, Cr Jones, Cr Walker and Cr Sharp. 
Against: Nil. 

Executive Summary 

Council has received a request for variation to the building controls in the Lockhart Development 
Control Plan 2016 (DCP), for the proposed construction of a new shed at 10 Rockliff Court, Lockhart. 

Background Information 

 In conjunction with Development Application 63/26, Council has received a request for variation to 
the shed height control applied by the Lockhart Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP), for the 
proposed construction of a new shed at 10 Rockliff Court, Lockhart.  

The applicant is seeking approval to construct an 18 metre by 10 metre shed with four bays and 
three roller shutter doors. The proposed shed will have a wall height of 4.2 metres, which is 1.1m 
higher than the DCP requirement; the overall height of the shed is approximately 5.6 metres. The 
proposed shed will be used for domestic storage, associated with the applicant’s dwelling on the 
adjoining lot. 

The proposed shed’s wall and overall height are both over the maximum heights specified in the 
Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016 (DCP). The DCP specifies that sheds in the villages 
can only have a maximum wall height of 3.1 metres and a maximum overall height of 4.5 metres.  

The applicant has advised that the reason for the proposed shed height is to store a caravan and to 
provide additional residential storage. Adjoining owners of the development site have been notified of 
the proposed development due to the height of the proposed shed. No submissions were received 
throughout the notification period. 

 The proposed development is permissible with consent under the Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 
2012 and complies with the relevant clauses and controls listed in the Lockhart Local Environmental 
Plan 2012 and Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016, excluding the sheds in village areas 
controls. For more detailed information regarding compliance with the applicable clauses and 
controls please refer to the attached 4.15 Assessment report. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

7 Protect and enhance our natural yet changing environment.  

Legislative, Policy & Planning Implications 

• Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 

• Lockhart Local Environmental Plan 2012. 

• Lockhart Shire Development Control Plan 2016  
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Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil. 

Attachments 

• Site Plan 

• Shed Plans 

• Section 4.15 Assessment 
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Strategic Direction 4: Leadership 
Effective leadership that engages, collaborates, and delivers. 
 
SR-8. INVESTMENT AND BANK BALANCES REPORT – JULY 2026 

(DCCS: 26/7639) 

RECOMMENDATION 
a) That the July 2026 Investment and Bank Balances Report be received and noted. 

b) That the Responsible Accounting Officer Statement be noted, and the report be adopted. 
 
135/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Jones that: 

a) the July 2026 Investment and Bank Balances Report be received and noted. 
b) the Responsible Accounting Officer Statement be noted, and the report be adopted. 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the funds that have been invested and bank 
account balances. 

Report 

It is required under Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Section 625 
of the Local Government Act 1993 to provide the Council with a written report each month detailing 
all money that Council has invested. 

Cash at Bank 

 

Opening Combined Cashbook Balance 800,647.41
Add: Total Receipts

Miscellaneous 41,835.37
Rates 181,910.40
Debtors 63,264.77
Interest on Investments 13,644.23
Sale & Costs - Plant #2511 29,697.50
Development / Planning Applications 33,311.74
Caravan Park Takings 2,695.00
Tip Fees 3,832.00
RockOOSH CCS & Customer Payments 4476.21
Lockhart ELC CCS & Customer Payments 47,609.96
Redeemed Investment - BOQ 500,000.00
Redeemed Investment - Bendigo    300,000.00
Redeemed Investment - NAB 200,000.00
Redeemed Investment - IMB 200,000.00
Sale of Metal 29,540.28
Yerong Creek Flood Study Grant Funding 39,171.00

1,690,988.46

1,690,988.46
Less: Total Payments 1,918,029.98

New Investments 
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 573,605.89

Closing Bank Statement Balance Bendigo Bank 523,363.01
Macquarie Bank 13,971.46
Bendigo Bank-Prichard Trust 32,010.78

569,345.25
Add: Outstanding Deposits 4,260.64

573,605.89
Less: Outstanding Cheques 0.00
Closing Combined Cashbook Balance 573,605.89
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Community Strategic Plan 2035 

12 Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative, Policy and Planning Implications 

• Local Government Act 1993 Section 625 Investments. 

• Local Government (General) Regulation Clause 212. 

Budget and Financial Aspects 

Council’s 2026/27 Operational Budget has forecast a total of $106,000 income from interest on 
investments for General Fund & Sewer Fund combined.  Interest income from term deposits will be 
monitored and reviewed at each Quarterly Budget Review. 

Responsible Accounting Officer Statement 

I, Craig Fletcher, hereby certify that all investments listed in this report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of Local Government 
(General) Regulation and Council's Investment Policy. The Internal and External Reserve amounts 
and Unrestricted Funds are estimate valued only, they are subject to change and review in part with 
the audit of Council's Financial Statements and each Quarterly Budget Review. 

 
  

   
  

  
     

   
  

 
    

     
   
      
   
   

  
     

  
  

   

    
 

  

  

  
   

Investments:
Commonwealth Bank 4.84 250,000.00           4.16
imb 4.90 300,000.00           4.99
National Australia Bank 4.60 500,000.00           8.32
Bendigo Bank 4.40 500,000.00           8.32
Commonwealth Bank 4.93 250,000.00           4.16
Imb Limited 4.90 300,000.00           4.99
Bendigo Bank 4.80 300,000.00           4.99
Commonwealth Bank 4.95 300,000.00           4.99
Commonwealth Bank 4.95 500,000.00           8.32
Commonwealth Bank 4.95 500,000.00           8.32
National Australia Bank 5.05 500,000.00           8.32
National Australia Bank 5.05 500,000.00           8.32
National Australia Bank 5.05 350,000.00           5.83
Imb Limited 5.10 500,000.00           8.32
Bank of Queensland at call 400,000.00           6.66
Bendigo at call 56,072.20             0.93

6,006,072.20        100.00

AMOUNT
General Fund 1490-3000-0000 -2264949.6
Combined Sewerage 8490-3000-0000 2806544.71
Trust Fund 9991-3000-0000 32010.78

573,605.89 573,605.89
TOTAL FUNDS HELD ARE: 6,579,678.09        

% of Total
Interest Rate per 

Annum  Amount Invested 
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SR-9. DELIVERY PROGRAM 2025-2029 PROGRESS REPORT 
 (GM: 26/7737) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the report on the progress of the 2025-2029 Delivery Program for the period 1 January to 
30 June 2026 be received and noted. 

 
136/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Day and Mathews that the report on the progress of the 2025-

2029 Delivery Program for the period 1 January to 30 June 2026 be received and noted. 

Executive Summary 

Provision of a six-monthly progress report on the implementation of the Delivery Program. 

Report 

The Local Government Act requires the General Manager to provide 6-monthly progress reports to 
the Council with respect to the principal activities detailed in its Delivery Program. 

The 2025-2029 Delivery Program was adopted by Council on 23 June 2025 (minute no. 89/25) for 
the period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2029. This is the second six monthly progress report for this 
Delivery Program. 

The report on the progress of the 2025-2029 Delivery Program for the period 1 January to 30 June 
2026 is separately enclosed. 

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

10  Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making. 

12  Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 

Integrated Planning & Reporting Guidelines for Local Government in NSW - Essential Elements – 
Monitoring the Delivery Program 4.9. 

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Not applicable. 

Attachments 

• Lockhart Shire Council 2025-2029 Delivery Program Progress Report 1 January to 30 June 
2026. 
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SR-10. LOCAL GOVERNMENT NSW ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2026 
(GM: 26/7766) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 
1. Appoint the Mayor as its voting delegate at the 2026 LGNSW Annual Conference; and  
2. Nominate one other Councillor to attend the Annual Conference together with the Mayor and 

the General Manager. 
 
137/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mathews and Driscoll that Council: 

1. Appoint the Mayor as its voting delegate at the 2026 LGNSW Annual Conference; and  
2. That Councillor Jones attends the Annual Conference together with the Mayor and the 

General Manager. 

Executive Summary 

Council is required to determine its voting delegate and other attendees to the Annual Conference of 
Local Government NSW (LGNSW). 

LGNSW Annual Conference 

LGNSW is the peak industry body representing NSW councils. It is also the registered employer 
organisation representing NSW councils in industrial matters and in award negotiations with the 
relevant unions. 

The LGNSW Annual Conference is the annual policy-making event for all councils of NSW. Councils 
are provided with the opportunity to submit motions for consideration and debate by delegates. 
Motions passed at the Conference become Resolutions, which LGNSW takes forward on behalf of 
councils as part of the sector’s advocacy agenda.  

This year the Annual Conference will be held from Sunday 22 November to Tuesday 24 November 
2026 at WIN Sports & Entertainment Centre, Wollongong. 
Historically the Mayor has attended the Conference as the Council’s voting delegate along with the 
General Manager. However, the Councillors’ Professional Development Program adopted by Council 
also makes provision for one other councillor to attend the LGNSW Annual Conference each year in 
addition to the Mayor. 

The deadline for councils to provide the names of their voting delegates is 30 October 2026. 

Member councils are invited to put forward motions by 30 September 2026 to be considered at the 
Conference. LGNSW advises that proposed motions should be strategic, affect members state-wide 
and introduce new or emerging policy issues and actions. When submitting motions, councils are 
encouraged to familiarise themselves with the existing principles and positions of LGNSW on issues 
of importance to the sector, as councils will be asked to identify if their motion is seeking a change to 
LGNSW’s existing Policy Position. 

The LGNSW Annual Conference 2026 program is available on LGNSW’s website. 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Reference 

Objective – Effective leadership that engages, collaborates, and delivers. 

Strategies 

10 Communicate and engage to ensure transparent decision making. 

11 Our leadership is responsive, strategic and collaborative. 

12 Manage civic resources responsibly to deliver service excellence. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 

The LGNSW Annual Conference is the annual policy-making event for all NSW councils..   

https://lgnsw.org.au/AnnualConference/AnnualConference/Program.aspx?hkey=d0a61206-6767-477b-b411-6d8ed45834de
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Budget & Financial Aspects 

The LGNSW Annual Conference costs are provided for in the 2026/27 Operational Plan, except for 
any partner costs not covered by Council’s policy, which will be on-charged, if applicable. 

Attachment 

Nil. 
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SR-11. ASSET MANAGEMENT PLANNING 
(DE: 26/7753) 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council adopts the Transport Asset Management Plan, Sewer Asset Management Plan and 
Plant Asset Management Plan. 

 
138/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Day that Council adopts the Transport Asset 

Management Plan, Sewer Asset Management Plan and Plant Asset Management Plan. 

Executive Summary 

Asset Management Planning comprises three components: 

1) Asset Management Policy 

2) Asset Management Strategy 

3) Asset Management Plans 

Council has adopted an Asset Management Policy and Asset Management Strategy. This report 
presents the Asset Management Plans for Transport, Sewer and Plant for adoption.  

Report 

All councils in NSW are required to implement the Integrated Planning and Reporting framework 
(IP&R) outlined in Chapter 13 Part 2 of the Local Government Act to guide their planning and 
reporting activities. The main components of the IP&R framework are summarised below:  

• Community Strategic Plan (CSP) - the CSP is the highest level of strategic planning 
undertaken by a council, with a ten-year plus timeframe. All other plans must support 
achievement of the CSP objectives. Council’s existing CSP 2035 captures the community’s 
aspirations and outlines the priorities Council will work towards over the next 10 years and 
beyond. 

• Resourcing Strategy - shows how a council will resource its strategic priorities, identified 
through IP&R. The Resourcing Strategy includes the following three inter-related elements:  

− Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP)  

− Workforce Management Plan  

− Asset Management Strategy 

Council has previously adopted an Asset Management Policy and Asset Management Strategy.  

Earlier this year Councillors were presented with the results of the Transport Asset Management 
Plan prepared by consultants. Council staff have now completed the Asset Management Plans for 
sewer assets and fleet assets. All three Asset Management Plans are presented for adoption.  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 

8.  Plan, develop and maintain our infrastructure, facilities and open spaces. 

Legislative Policy & Planning Implications 

Chapter 13 Part 2 of the Local Government Act outlines the IP&R framework required to be 
implemented by Council including the preparation of a CSP and Delivery Program, Resourcing 
Strategy and Operational Plan.   

Budget & Financial Aspects 

Nil. 

Attachments 

1. Transport Asset Management Plan 

2. Sewerage Asset Management Plan 

3. Fleet Asset Management Plan 
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QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS 
Cr Walker 
Nil  
 
Cr Jones 
Nil 
 
Cr Mathews 
i) Trial 4-day Week: Cr Mathews referred to a recent news story about Murrumbidgee Shire Council’s 

trial of a 4-day work week for all staff, a first in Australia, and asked if Lockhart Shire had considered a 
similar trial. 
Response – Mayor and Director of Engineering 
The Mayor advised that Council’s outdoor staff are currently working a 4-day week.  The Director advised 
the shorter working week delivers more efficiencies when projects require working further away from the 
Shire Depot. 

ii) Playground Strategy – Cr Mathews asked if Council could consider a strategy for its playgrounds, for 
safety, shade etc. so that when funding becomes available projects are already identified. 
Response – Director of Engineering 
The Director advised he would take the question on notice. 

 
Cr Driscoll 
Nil  
 
Cr Day 
Nil . 
 
Cr Marston 
Nil.  
 
Cr Sharp 
Nil. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
139/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Driscoll and Marston that Council close the meeting to the public 

as per section 10A(2)(d)(i) and 10A(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
The meeting moved into Closed Session at 5.45pm. 
 

140/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Sharp and Driscoll that Council move into Open Session. 

 
The meeting moved into Open Session at 5.53pm. 
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OPEN COUNCIL 
The resolutions of Council, relating to Items 12 and 13, passed while the meeting was closed to the public 
were read to the meeting by the General Manager (Item 12) and the Mayor (Item 13). 
 
SR-12. LOCKHART CARAVAN PARK MANAGEMENT CONTRACT 

(DE: 26/7754) 

141/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Mathews and Driscoll that: 
1. Council enter into a lease agreement with Cameron Murray for a period of 3 years with an 

option for a further 3 years; and 
2. The General Manager be authorised to sign the Lockhart Caravan Park Lease on Council’s 

behalf.   
 
SR-13. GENERAL MANAGER’S ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REVIEW 
 
142/26 RESOLVED on the motion of Crs Sharp and Driscoll that: 

1. That the Council note the Mayoral Minute which includes the General Manager’s 
Performance Review Panel’s position following the Annual Review for 2025/26. 

2. The Panel, in accordance with clause 8.4 of the General Manager’s Contract of Employment, 
has noted an ‘Excellent’ level of performance and is recommending a permanent increase of 
4% (inclusive of the SOORT increase of 3%) in the Total Remuneration Package. This is to 
ensure remuneration relativity with Council staff employed under the Local Government 
(State) Award 2026 is maintained. 

3. The draft 2026/2027 General Manager’s Performance Agreement be adopted by Council.  
 
Presentation and Acknowledgement of Service – Mrs Sarah Jones 

At this point of the meeting, the Mayor advised that this was the last Council meeting Mrs Sarah Jones, 
Executive Assistant, will be attending as she is moving on from Lockhart Shire in September.  The Mayor 
acknowledged and thanked Mrs Jones for her dedicated service to Lockhart Shire Council over almost 25 
years.  The Mayor then made a small presentation to Mrs Jones. 
 
The meeting concluded at 5.58pm. 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 17 August 2026, were confirmed as a true and accurate record 
at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 21 September 2026, at which time the signature was hereunto 
subscribed. 

  

CHAIRPERSON 
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